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Lord, You know me better than anyone in the world, so I trust You to know exactly when I am ready for the
next big promotion that You have designed for my life. Help me to quit being frustrated with my superiors for
not promoting me more quickly, and help me instead to take a look at the deeper issues of my life that hold
me back from being elevated. Holy Spirit, help me use this time in my life to clean up my act and to get my
heart ready for the next upward step that Jesus has waiting for me, lead me and guide me in God’s will for me
and plans. Cause Your grace to well up in me to do all that You have called me to do, the enabling the know
how, on how to do it, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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1 NOW JERICHO [a fenced town with high walls] was tightly closed because of the Israelites; no one went out or came in. 2 And the
Lord said to Joshua, See, I have given Jericho, its king and mighty men of valor, into your hands. 3 You shall march around the
enclosure, all the men of war going around the city once. This you shall do for six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark
seven trumpets of rams' horns; and on the seventh day you shall march around the enclosure seven times, and the priests shall blow
the trumpets. 5 When they make a long blast with the ram's horn and you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout
with a great shout; and the wall of the enclosure shall fall down in its place and the people shall go up [over it], every man straight
before him. 6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, Take up the ark of the covenant and let seven priests bear
seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord. 7 He said to the people, Go on! March around the enclosure, and let the
armed men pass on before the ark of the Lord. 8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets
of rams' horns passed on before the Lord and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them. 9 The armed
men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the ark, the priests blowing the trumpets as they
went. 10 But Joshua commanded the people, You shall not shout or let your voice be heard, nor shall any word proceed out of your
mouth until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout! 11 So he caused the ark of the Lord to go around the city once; and they
came into the camp and lodged in the camp. 12 Joshua rose early in the morning and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13 And
the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord passed on, blowing the trumpets continually;
and the armed men went before them and the rear guard came after the ark of the Lord, the priests blowing the trumpets as they
went. 14 On the second day they compassed the city enclosure once and returned to the camp. So they did for six days. 15 On the
seventh day they rose early at daybreak and marched around the city as usual, only on that day they compassed the city seven times.
16 And the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, Shout! For the Lord has given you the
city. 17 And the city and all that is in it shall be devoted to the Lord [for destruction]; only Rahab the harlot and all who are with her
in her house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 18 But you, keep yourselves from the accursed and devoted
things, lest when you have devoted it [to destruction], you take of the accursed thing, and so make the camp of Israel accursed and
trouble it. 19 But all the silver and gold and vessels of bronze and iron are consecrated to the Lord; they shall come into the treasury
of the Lord. 20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. When the people heard the sound of the trumpet, they raised a
great shout, and [Jericho's] wall fell down in its place, so that the [Israelites] went up into the city, every man straight before him,
and they took the city. 21 Then they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox, sheep, and
donkey, with the edge of the sword. 22 But Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, Go into the harlot's house and
bring out the woman and all she has, as you swore to her. 23 So the young men, the spies, went in and brought out Rahab, her father
and mother, her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred and set them outside the camp of Israel. 24 And
they burned the city with fire and all that was in it; only the silver, the gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron they put into the
treasury of the house of the Lord. 25 So Joshua saved Rahab the harlot, with her father's household and all that she had; and she lives
in Israel even to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 26 Then Joshua laid this oath on
them, Cursed is the man before the Lord who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. With the loss of his firstborn shall he lay its
foundation, and with the loss of his youngest son shall he set up its gates. 27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the
land.
Chapter 6
So in chapter six we begin the conquering of the land. The method by which they took Jericho was very fascinating indeed.
The Lord said to Joshua, I have given to you the city of Jericho, and its king, and his mighty men. Now you're to encircle the city, all of
your men of war. You're to walk around the city once, and you're to do this for six days. And the seven priests shall bear before the
ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and on the seventh day ye shall circle the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the
trumpets. It will come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the
people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight
before him. And so Joshua called the priests, told them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of
rams' horns before the ark of the Lord. And he said to the people, Pass on, and encircle the city, and let him that is armed pass on
before the ark of the Lord. And so it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven
trumpets of the rams' horns passed on before the Lord, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed
them. And Joshua commanded the people, You're not to shout or make any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out
of your mouth, until the day that I bid you to shout; then shout (Jos 6:2-8,10).
So I could imagine that those that were in the city of Jericho began to get a little quizzical after a few days. Here is his army that is
coming to take their city. Here are seven guys going around with these rams' horns and behind it these other fellows are carrying this
box between the staves. Then all of the army just walking around, not saying a word then going back home. Every day here these
guys are out there pacing around for six days. Then the seventh day back again early in the morning, "Woke us up this morning." After
the seventh time around on the seventh day, then the long blast with the trumpets, and the people began to shout, and as they did,
the walls of Jericho fell.
Now this is a very unlikely story, but it's true. You should have no problem with it if your God is big enough. So God brought down the
walls of Jericho, and the city was taken by Joshua and the children of Israel.
Now they were commanded that they were not to take any of the spoil of Jericho to themselves. This is the first city in the land that
they are conquering. Any gold or silver or brass or iron that is there is given unto the Lord. It goes into the Lord's treasury. This is the
firstfruits; the firstfruit always belongs to God. So they weren't to take any treasures of the city to themselves.
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So the walls fell, the city was conquered. Joshua, there in verse twenty-six pronounced an interesting prophecy and curse.
Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the Lord, that rises up and builds this city Jericho: he shall lay the
foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son he will set up the gates of it (Jos 6:26).
Now how did Joshua know that? It didn't happen for several hundred years, but you will read in first Kings, the sixteenth chapter, and
the thirty-fourth verse where the king decided to rebuild the city of Jericho, and they started building it in the time of his firstborn son.
Then when his youngest son was born, they set the gate of the city of Jericho. The prophecy here of Joshua was literally fulfilled. The
man was cursed also, so the whole prophecy was fulfilled.
(Through The Bible; C 2000 Series; Chuck Smith; 1979-1986)
VI. A PRAYING MINISTRY SUCCESSFUL
"The principal cause of my leanness and unfruitfulness is owing to an unaccountable backwardness to pray. I can write or read or
converse or hear with a ready heart; but prayer is more spiritual and inward than any of these, and the more spiritual any duty is the
more my carnal heart is apt to start from it. Prayer and patience and faith are never disappointed. I have long since learned that if ever
I was to be a minister faith and prayer must make me one. When I can find my heart in frame and liberty for prayer, everything else is
comparatively easy."--Richard Newton
It may be put down as a spiritual axiom that in every truly successful ministry prayer is an evident and controlling force--evident and
controlling in the life of the preacher, evident and controlling in the deep spirituality of his work. A ministry may be a very thoughtful
ministry without prayer; the preacher may secure fame and popularity without prayer; the whole machinery of the preacher's life and
work may be run without the oil of prayer or with scarcely enough to grease one cog; but no ministry can be a spiritual one, securing
holiness in the preacher and in his people, without prayer being made an evident and controlling force.
The preacher that prays indeed puts God into the work. God does not come into the preacher's work as a matter of course or on
general principles, but he comes by prayer and special urgency. That God will be found of us in the day that we seek him with the
whole heart is as true of the preacher as of the penitent. A prayerful ministry is the only ministry that brings the preacher into
sympathy with the people. Prayer as essentially unites to the human as it does to the divine. A prayerful ministry is the only ministry
qualified for the high offices and responsibilities of the preacher. Colleges, learning, books, theology, preaching cannot make a
preacher, but praying does. The apostles' commission to preach was a blank till filled up by the Pentecost which praying brought. A
prayerful minister has passed beyond the regions of the popular, beyond the man of mere affairs, of secularities, of pulpit
attractiveness; passed beyond the ecclesiastical organizer or general into a sublimer and mightier region, the region of the spiritual.
Holiness is the product of his work; transfigured hearts and lives emblazon the reality of his work, its trueness and substantial nature.
God is with him. His ministry is not projected on worldly or surface principles. He is deeply stored with and deeply schooled in the
things of God. His long, deep communings with God about his people and the agony of his wrestling spirit have crowned him as a
prince in the things of God. The iciness of the mere professional has long since melted under the intensity of his praying.
The superficial results of many a ministry, the deadness of others, are to be found in the lack of praying. No ministry can succeed
without much praying, and this praying must be fundamental, ever-abiding, ever-increasing. The text, the sermon, should be the result
of prayer. The study should be bathed in prayer, all its duties so impregnated with prayer, its whole spirit the spirit of prayer. "I am
sorry that I have prayed so little," was the deathbed regret of one of God's chosen ones, a sad and remorseful regret for a preacher. "I
want a life of greater, deeper, truer prayer," said the late Archbishop Tait. So may we all say, and this may we all secure.
God's true preachers have been distinguished by one great feature: they were men of prayer. Differing often in many things, they have
always had a common center. They may have started from different points, and traveled by different roads, but they converged to one
point: they were one in prayer. God to them was the center of attraction, and prayer was the path that led to God. These men prayed
not occasionally, not a little at regular or at odd times; but they so prayed that their prayers entered into and shaped their characters;
they so prayed as to affect their own lives and the lives of others; they so prayed as to make the history of the Church and influence
the current of the times. They spent much time in prayer, not because they marked the shadow on the dial or the hands on the clock,
but because it was to them so momentous and engaging a business that they could scarcely give over.
Prayer was to them what it was to Paul, a striving with earnest effort of soul; what it was to Jacob, a wrestling and prevailing; what it
was to Christ, "strong crying and tears." They "prayed always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance." "The effectual, fervent prayer" has been the mightiest weapon of God's mightiest soldiers. The statement in
regard to Elijah--that he "was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not
on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth
her fruit"--comprehends all prophets and preachers who have moved their generation for God, and shows the instrument by which
they worked their wonders.
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6 Surely or only goodness, mercy, and unfailing love shall follow me all the days of my life, and through the
VII. MUCH TIME SHOULD BE GIVEN TO PRAYER
length of my days the house of the Lord [and His presence] shall be my dwelling place.

"The great masters and teachers in Christian doctrine have always found in prayer their highest source of illumination. Not to go beyond
the limits of the English Church, it is recorded of Bishop Andrews that he spent five hours daily on his knees. The greatest practical
resolves that have enriched and beautified human life in Christian times have been arrived at in prayer."--Canon Liddon
While many private prayers, in the nature of things, must be short; while public prayers, as a rule, ought to be short and condensed; while
there is ample room for and value put on ejaculatory prayer--yet in our private communions with God time is a feature essential to its
value. Much time spent with God is the secret of all successful praying. Prayer which is felt as a mighty force is the mediate or immediate
product of much time spent with God. Our short prayers owe their point and efficiency to the long ones that have preceded them. The
short prevailing prayer cannot be prayed by one who has not prevailed with God in a mightier struggle of long continuance. Jacob's
victory of faith could not have been gained without that all-night wrestling. God's acquaintance is not made by pop calls. God does not
bestow his gifts on the casual or hasty comers and goers. Much with God alone is the secret of knowing him and of influence with him. He
yields to the persistency of a faith that knows him. He bestows his richest gifts upon those who declare their desire for and appreciation
of those gifts by the constancy as well as earnestness of their importunity. Christ, who in this as well as other things is our Example, spent
many whole nights in prayer. His custom was to pray much. He had his habitual place to pray. Many long seasons of praying make up his
history and character. Paul prayed day and night. It took time from very important interests for Daniel to pray three times a day. David's
morning, noon, and night praying were doubtless on many occasions very protracted. While we have no specific account of the time these
Bible saints spent in prayer, yet the indications are that they consumed much time in prayer, and on some occasions long seasons of
praying was their custom.
We would not have any think that the value of their prayers is to be measured by the clock, but our purpose is to impress on our minds
the necessity of being much alone with God; and that if this feature has not been produced by our faith, then our faith is of a feeble and
surface type.
The men who have most fully illustrated Christ in their character, and have most powerfully affected the world for him, have been men
who spent so much time with God as to make it a notable feature of their lives. Charles Simeon devoted the hours from four till eight in
the morning to God. Mr. Wesley spent two hours daily in prayer. He began at four in the morning. Of him, one who knew him well wrote:
"He thought prayer to be more his business than anything else, and I have seen him come out of his closet with a serenity of face next to
shining." John Fletcher stained the walls of his room by the breath of his prayers. Sometimes he would pray all night; always, frequently,
and with great earnestness. His whole life was a life of prayer. "I would not rise from my seat," he said, "without lifting my heart to God."
His greeting to a friend was always: "Do I meet you praying?" Luther said: "If I fail to spend two hours in prayer each morning, the devil
gets the victory through the day. I have so much business I cannot get on without spending three hours daily in prayer." He had a motto:
"He that has prayed well has studied well."
Archbishop Leighton was so much alone with God that he seemed to be in a perpetual meditation. "Prayer and praise were his business
and his pleasure," says his biographer. Bishop Ken was so much with God that his soul was said to be God-enamored. He was with God
before the clock struck three every morning. Bishop Asbury said: "I propose to rise at four o'clock as often as I can and spend two hours
in prayer and meditation." Samuel Rutherford, the fragrance of whose piety is still rich, rose at three in the morning to meet God in
prayer. Joseph Alleine arose at four o'clock for his business of praying till eight. If he heard other tradesmen plying their business before
he was up, he would exclaim: "O how this shames me! Doth not my Master deserve more than theirs?" He who has learned this trade well
draws at will, on sight, and with acceptance of heaven's unfailing bank.
One of the holiest and among the most gifted of Scotch preachers says: "I ought to spend the best hours in communion with God. It is my
noblest and most fruitful employment, and is not to be thrust into a corner. The morning hours, from six to eight, are the most
uninterrupted and should be thus employed. After tea is my best hour, and that should be solemnly dedicated to God. I ought not to give
up the good old habit of prayer before going to bed; but guard must be kept against sleep. When I awake in the night, I ought to rise and
pray. A little time after breakfast might be given to intercession." This was the praying plan of Robert McCheyne. The memorable
Methodist band in their praying shame us. "From four to five in the morning, private prayer; from five to six in the evening, private
prayer."
John Welch, the holy and wonderful Scotch preacher, thought the day ill spent if he did not spend eight or ten hours in prayer. He kept a
plaid that he might wrap himself when he arose to pray at night. His wife would complain when she found him lying on the ground
weeping. He would reply: "O woman, I have the souls of three thousand to answer for, and I know not how it is with many of them!"
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VIII. EXAMPLES OF PRAYING MEN
"The act of praying is the very highest energy of which the human mind is capable; praying, that is, with the total concentration of the
faculties. The great mass of worldly men and of learned men are absolutely incapable of prayer."--Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Bishop Wilson says: "In H. Martyn's journal the spirit of prayer, the time he devoted to the duty, and his fervor in it are the first things
which strike me."
Payson wore the hard-wood boards into grooves where his knees pressed so often and so long. His biographer says: "His continuing
instant in prayer, be his circumstances what they might, is the most noticeable fact in his history, and points out the duty of all who
would rival his eminency. To his ardent and persevering prayers must no doubt be ascribed in a great measure his distinguished and
almost uninterrupted success."
The Marquis DeRenty, to whom Christ was most precious, ordered his servant to call him from his devotions at the end of half an hour.
The servant at the time saw his face through an aperture. It was marked with such holiness that he hated to arouse him. His lips were
moving, but he was perfectly silent. He waited until three half hours had passed; then he called to him, when he arose from his knees,
saying that the half hour was so short when he was communing with Christ.
Brainerd said: "I love to be alone in my cottage, where I can spend much time in prayer."
William Bramwell is famous in Methodist annals for personal holiness and for his wonderful success in preaching and for the marvelous
answers to his prayers. For hours at a time he would pray. He almost lived on his knees. He went over his circuits like a flame of fire. The
fire was kindled by the time he spent in prayer. He often spent as much as four hours in a single season of prayer in retirement.
Bishop Andrewes spent the greatest part of five hours every day in prayer and devotion.
Sir Henry Havelock always spent the first two hours of each day alone with God. If the encampment was struck at 6 A.M., he would rise
at four.
Earl Cairns rose daily at six o'clock to secure an hour and a half for the study of the Bible and for prayer, before conducting family
worship at a quarter to eight Dr. Judson's success in prayer is attributable to the fact that he gave much time to prayer. He says on this
point: "Arrange thy affairs, if possible, so that thou canst leisurely devote two or three hours every day not merely to devotional
exercises but to the very act of secret prayer and communion with God. Endeavor seven times a day to withdraw from business and
company and lift up thy soul to God in private retirement. Begin the day by rising after midnight and devoting some time amid the
silence and darkness of the night to this sacred work. Let the hour of opening dawn find thee at the same work. Let the hours of nine,
twelve, three, six, and nine at night witness the same. Be resolute in his cause. Make all practicable sacrifices to maintain it. Consider
that thy time is short, and that business and company must not be allowed to rob thee of thy God." Impossible, say we, fanatical
directions! Dr. Judson impressed an empire for Christ and laid the foundations of God's kingdom with imperishable granite in the heart
of Burmah. He was successful, one of the few men who mightily impressed the world for Christ. Many men of greater gifts and genius
and learning than he have made no such impression; their religious work is like footsteps in the sands, but he has engraven his work on
the adamant. The secret of its profundity and endurance is found in the fact that he gave time to prayer. He kept the iron red-hot with
prayer, and God's skill fashioned it with enduring power. No man can do a great and enduring work for God who is not a man of prayer,
and no man can be a man of prayer who does not give much time to praying.
Is it true that prayer is simply the compliance with habit, dull and mechanical? A petty performance into which we are trained till
tameness, shortness, superficiality are its chief elements? "Is it true that prayer is, as is assumed, little else than the half-passive play of
sentiment which flows languidly on through the minutes or hours of easy reverie?" Canon Liddon continues: "Let those who have really
prayed give the answer. They sometimes describe prayer with the patriarch Jacob as a wrestling together with an Unseen Power which
may last, not unfrequently in an earnest life, late into the night hours, or even to the break of day. Sometimes they refer to common
intercession with St. Paul as a concerted struggle. They have, when praying, their eyes fixed on the Great Intercessor in Gethsemane,
upon the drops of blood which fall to the ground in that agony of resignation and sacrifice. Importunity is of the essence of successful
prayer. Importunity means not dreaminess but sustained work. It is through prayer especially that the kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence and the violent take it by force. It was a saying of the late Bishop Hamilton that "No man is likely to do much good in prayer
who does not begin by looking upon it in the light of a work to be prepared for and persevered in with all the earnestness which we
bring to bear upon subjects which are in our opinion at once most interesting and most necessary."
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IX. BEGIN THE DAY WITH PRAYER
"I ought to pray before seeing any one. Often when I sleep long, or meet with others early, it is eleven or twelve o'clock before I begin
secret prayer. This is a wretched system. It is unscriptural. Christ arose before day and went into a solitary place. David says: "Early will I
seek thee"; "Thou shalt early hear my voice." Family prayer loses much of its power and sweetness, and I can do no good to those who
come to seek from me. The conscience feels guilty, the soul unfed, the lamp not trimmed. Then when in secret prayer the soul is often out
of tune, I feel it is far better to begin with God--to see his face first, to get my soul near him before it is near another."--Robert Murray
McCheyne
The men who have done the most for God in this world have been early on their knees. He who fritters away the early morning, its
opportunity and freshness, in other pursuits than seeking God will make poor headway seeking him the rest of the day. If God is not first
in our thoughts and efforts in the morning, he will be in the last place the remainder of the day.
Behind this early rising and early praying is the ardent desire which presses us into this pursuit after God. Morning listlessness is the index
to a listless heart. The heart which is behindhand in seeking God in the morning has lost its relish for God. David's heart was ardent after
God. He hungered and thirsted after God, and so he sought God early, before daylight. The bed and sleep could not chain his soul in its
eagerness after God. Christ longed for communion with God; and so, rising a great while before day, he would go out into the mountain to
pray. The disciples, when fully awake and ashamed of their indulgence, would know where to find him. We might go through the list of
men who have mightily impressed the world for God, and we would find them early after God.
A desire for God which cannot break the chains of sleep is a weak thing and will do but little good for God after it has indulged itself fully.
The desire for God that keeps so far behind the devil and the world at the beginning of the day will never catch up.
It is not simply the getting up that puts men to the front and makes them captain generals in God's hosts, but it is the ardent desire which
stirs and breaks all self-indulgent chains. But the getting up gives vent, increase, and strength to the desire. If they had lain in bed and
indulged themselves, the desire would have been quenched. The desire aroused them and put them on the stretch for God, and th is
heeding and acting on the call gave their faith its grasp on God and gave to their hearts the sweetest and fullest revelation of God, and
this strength of faith and fullness of revelation made them saints by eminence, and the halo of their sainthood has come down to us, and
we have entered on the enjoyment of their conquests. But we take our fill in enjoyment, and not in productions. We build their tombs and
write their epitaphs, but are careful not to follow their examples.
We need a generation of preachers who seek God and seek him early, who give the freshness and dew of effort to God, and secure in
return the freshness and fullness of his power that he may be as the dew to them, full of gladness and strength, through all the heat and
labor of the day. Our laziness after God is our crying sin. The children of this world are far wiser than we. They are at it early and late. We
do not seek God with ardor and diligence. No man gets God who does not follow hard after him, and no soul follows hard after God who is
not after him in early morn.
(Power Through Prayer; EM Bounds; Chapter 6-9; Edward McKendree Bounds (August 15, 1835 – August 24, 1913) was a clergyman of
the Methodist Episcopal Church South and author of eleven books, nine of which focused on the subject of prayer.)

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 340-341)
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