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1 WHEN ADONI-ZEDEK king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it, doing to Jericho and its king as
he had done to Ai and its king, and how the residents of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2 He feared
greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty.
3 So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir
king of Eglon, saying, 4 Come up to me and help me, and let us smite Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the
Israelites. 5 Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon—gathered their forces
and went up with all their armies and encamped before Gibeon to fight against it. 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp
in Gilgal, saying, Do not relax your hand from your servants; come up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the
Amorites who dwell in the hill country are gathered against us. 7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the warriors with him and
all the mighty men of valor. 8 And the Lord said to Joshua, Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hand; there shall not a
man of them stand before you. 9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having gone up from Gilgal all night. 10 And the Lord caused
[the enemies] to panic before Israel, who slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon and chased them along the way that goes up to
Beth-horon and smote them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they fled before Israel, while they were descending [the pass] to
Beth-horon, the Lord cast great stones from the heavens on them as far as Azekah, killing them. More died because of the hailstones
than the Israelites slew with the sword. 12 Then Joshua spoke to the Lord on the day when the Lord gave the Amorites over to the
Israelites, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, be silent and stand still at Gibeon, and you, moon, in the Valley of Ajalon! 13 And the
sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the nation took vengeance upon their enemies. Is not this written in the Book of Jasher? So
the sun stood still in the midst of the heavens and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. 14 There was no day like it before
or since, when the Lord heeded the voice of a man. For the Lord fought for Israel. 15 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to
the camp at Gilgal. 16 Those five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave of Makkedah. 17 And it was told Joshua, The five kings are
hidden in the cave at Makkedah. 18 Joshua said, Roll great stones to the cave's mouth, and set men to guard them. 19 But do not
stay. Pursue your enemies and fall upon their rear; do not allow them to enter their cities, for the Lord your God has given them into
your hand. 20 When Joshua and the Israelites had ended slaying them until they were wiped out and the remnant remaining of them
had entered into fortified cities, 21 All the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace; none moved his tongue
against any of the Israelites. 22 Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave and bring out those five kings to me from the cave. 23
They brought the five kings out of the cave to him—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. 24 When they
brought out those kings to Joshua, [he] called for all the Israelites and told the commanders of the men of war who went with him,
Come, put your feet on the necks of these kings. And they came and put their feet on the [kings'] necks. 25 Joshua said to them, Fear
not nor be dismayed; be strong and of good courage. For thus shall the Lord do to all your enemies against whom you fight. 26
Afterward Joshua smote and slew them and hanged their bodies on five trees, and they hung on the trees until evening. 27 At sunset
Joshua ordered and they took the bodies down from the trees and cast them into the cave where the kings had hidden and laid great
stones on the cave's mouth, which remain to this very day. 28 Joshua took Makkedah that day and smote it and its king with the
sword and utterly destroyed everyone in it. He left none remaining. And he did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of
Jericho. 29 Then Joshua and all Israel went from Makkedah to Libnah and attacked Libnah. 30 And the Lord gave it also and its king
into Israel's hands, and Joshua smote it with the sword, and all the people in it. He left none remaining in it. And he did to its king as
he had done to the king of Jericho. 31 And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish and encamped against it
and attacked it. 32 And the Lord delivered Lachish into the hands of Israel, and Joshua took it on the second day and smote it with the
sword, and all the people in it, as he had done to Libnah. 33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish, and Joshua smote
him and his people—until he had left none remaining. 34 From Lachish Joshua and all Israel went on to Eglon, laid siege to it, and
attacked it. 35 And they took it that day and smote it with the sword and utterly destroyed all who were in it that day, as he had done
to Lachish. 36 Then Joshua with all Israel went up from Eglon to Hebron, and they attacked it 37 And took it and smote it with the
sword, and its king and all its towns and everyone in it. He left none remaining, as he had done to Eglon, and utterly destroyed it and
all its people. 38 And Joshua and all Israel with him returned to Debir and attacked it. 39 And he took it, with its king and all its
towns, and they smote them with the sword and utterly destroyed everyone in it. He left none remaining. As he had done to Hebron
and to Libnah and its king, so he did to Debir and its king. 40 So Joshua smote all the land, the hill country, the South, the lowland,
and the slopes, and all their kings. He left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the Lord, the God of Israel,
commanded. 41 And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea even to Gaza, and all the country of Goshen even to Gibeon. 42 Joshua
took all these kings and their land at one time, because the Lord, the God of Israel, fought for Israel. 43 And Joshua returned, and all
Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.
Chapter 10
In verse six of chapter ten,
The men of Gibeon sent an urgent message to Joshua that they were being attacked. They said, "Now we have this mutual defense
pact with you, so come to our aid." And Joshua honoring the pact that he had made, took his men of war, in a forced march all night
long, and they came to the area of Gibeon where the Gibeonites were being attacked by these kings with all their chariots, and horses
and all. The Lord spoke unto Joshua before going into battle, and promised Joshua that He would be with him.
Verse eight, chapter ten.
And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them into your hand; there shall not a man of them stand before
thee. And Joshua came upon them suddenly, and he went up from Gilgal all night long. [This forced march] The Lord discomfited them
before Israel, He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the way to Bethhoron, and to Azekah, and to

Thought For The Day

Page 3

Makkedah. And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, they were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the Lord cast down
great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: and there were more that died with the hailstones than those whom
the children of Israel slew with the sword. And then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites
before the children of Israel, and he said, Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still,
and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is this not written in the book of Jasher? So the
sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. There was no day like that before it or after it that
the Lord hearkened to the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel (Jos 10:8-14).
Now a very unusual event indeed, and whenever you get to miraculous events in the Bible, that's all it takes to trigger some people.
Especially those who do not believe in God or those who have an anthropomorphic concept of God, think of God in terms of a man, and
limited as a man. The miracles always create doubts and problems in the minds of people, and of course they then begin to exaggerate
the problems that they see.
For instance, one of the things that they make fun of with this particular passage, and find it quite incredible, that if the earth should
suddenly stand still, and here you are standing on the earth and it is rotating at almost a thousand miles an hour, that if it would
suddenly stand still, your body would still be going a thousand miles an hour. So all the people would just be sort of wiped out. You'd
all go flying off the earth if it was suddenly standing still. So they envisioned the impracticability of the earth standing still.
In other words, He said, "Sun stand still", but we know that the earth is actually rotating on its axis, which makes the sun appear to
rise and set, and so forth. So obviously it was, they say, the earth stopping on its axis. But then they saw all of these men flying off the
earth because of it stopping so rapidly. However, there is nothing that indicated that it was a sudden stop, like hitting a brick wall.
Now if it, say, it took six hours for it to stop, that would be equivalent to stopping your car going sixty miles an hour, and stopping your
car to zero in twenty minutes, as far as the force that would be exerted against you. Now I would like to suggest if you were going
sixty miles an hour in your car and you brought it to a twenty minute stop, that you would hardly notice any inertia against your body
at all.
Now if it should stop in eight minutes, it would be equivalent to stopping your car at sixty miles an hour in thirty seconds. You wouldn't
even need your seat belts for that. So there's nothing that indicated that it came to a sudden, jerky halt. God could've just put on the
brakes, and brought it to a stop in say eight or ten minutes. Again, the only way that you feel motion is by the jerks. You really don't
discern motion except for the jerks in motion. You, on a train, a lot of times you don't even know the train is moving until you look out
the window, and then you see the station gradually going by. Or on the airplane so many times, you don't know that the airplane has
actually started moving until you look out and you see the motion outside. But you don't feel motion unless there are jerks. So God
could've brought the earth to a halt in an eight to ten minute period, and no one would've gone flying out in space, and no one
would've really noticed a sudden, jerky stop at all.
A few years ago there were some articles in various magazines, there were some tracks written that some NASA scientists with a
computer were trying to predict the trajectory of a particular rocket. And in going back in time in the computer the computer came to a
place where it found a missing day. That is not factual. That didn't happen. It's one of those stories that got wide spread publicity but
there's no truth to it.
However, if there was a long day, Joshua saw that it was, you know, they needed more time to wipe out the enemy. And so he said,
"Sun stand still." That would be sort of a—quite a thing to say in the sight of all the people. I mean, you're gonna look like a fool, or a
real powerful guy, one of the two. And in the sight of all the people he said, "Sun stand still." Now whether or not he was expecting it
to do it or not, nevertheless it did for about the space of a day, giving them time to totally obliterate the enemy. Now notice that along
with this, there was a tremendous hailstorm, that more people were killed by the hailstones than they were killed with the sword.
There's a very interesting book entitled, "Worlds in Collision", by Immanuel Velikovsky. Now his theory is that the planet Venus
entered into our solar system during the period of man's history upon the earth. That planet Venus has actually come within our solar
system within the last six thousand years. That it actually made two—or it made two orbits. And on the second orbit it got fixed in its
own orbit and in alignment as the planets are around the sun, it got locked into an orbit around the sun. The first time it orbited in, and
now, according to his theory, it was about the time that the children of Israel were coming out of Egypt. He ties many of the plagues in
Egypt to a close pass of the planet Venus to the earth. The second close pass he times at this long day of Joshua. In fact, he accounts
for the long day of Joshua as to have resulted from this near miss of the planet Venus to the earth. He believes that the earth used to
rotate the opposite direction on its axis until this near pass.
Now he theorized that if there was a long day there at Joshua's time, that other periods, or other places in the world, there would be
recorded a long night. For instance, here in America the Indians would've recorded a long night. If there was a long day there, there
would have to be a long night here. That in different places in the world it would be recorded as either a long afternoon, or long
morning or whatever, as it related to the time there in Joshua.
So he carefully traced through the history of the Inca Indians. Sure enough he found in their records the story of a long night over here
when the sun didn't come up for the space of a whole night. Also of cataclysmic things that took place at that time, earthquakes,
tremendous storms, violent storms, and tidal waves and all, because of course the earth's stopping would create tremendous tidal
waves by the movement of the water, would keep rolling faster than the earth and would create tremendous tidal waves. He has gone
through this approximate period of history, and followed in the records of people around the world the stories of either long mornings,
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6 Surely or only goodness, mercy, and unfailing love shall follow me all the days of my life, and through the
long afternoons, long nights or whatever, and the cataclysmic things that took place at the same time.
length of my days the house of the Lord [and His presence] shall be my dwelling place.
Now Immanuel Velikovsky, he is not a Christian, neither is he necessarily a believer in God. He is a scientist who has a theory that the
planet Venus came into our solar system during the time of recorded history, and he uses the Bible as one of the proofs, this particular
long day of Joshua as one of the proofs. But in order to use the Bible as a proof, he also follows it and proves historically that that event
took place, showing it in the records, ancient records of peoples around the world.
So I like his book, not that I necessarily agree with the theory of the introduction of the planet Venus into our solar system at that
particular time, yet I'm sure open and I found it very fascinating to think about. But the thing that I really enjoyed is his laying out such
conclusive proof for the skeptics who scoff at the idea of the sun standing still, or the earth stopping on its rotation. That those who scoff
at that idea as totally impossible at all, and how he proves that it was an actual historic event. Otherwise, it wouldn't have been recorded
around the world in the ancient records of history such as it was. He does a very masterful job in proving that such an event did take
place, in case you happen to be skeptical and need proof.
But if you have a right concept of God, you don't need any proof; you can just believe it because God's Word declared it. But some people
have a problem believing just because God's Word declares something and they need some kind of proof. Especially when you get into
stories which seem to be a little incredible, at least on the surface. If the guy could say, "Sun stand still", and it would stand still in the
heavens for a whole day.
So such a thing is recorded in history outside of the Bible. It is interesting that it did happen at that psychic moment when they were
chasing these kings, and Joshua felt he needed more daylight in order to wipe them out utterly, and so he commanded, and the sun stood
still in the heavens. So this story of Joshua which has brought a lot of skepticism and criticism against the Bible as all of the miracles do,
has pretty well been scientifically proven as much as you can prove anything with science and historic records. So you might find that
book "Worlds in Collision" very fascinating. I did, I enjoyed it thoroughly.
Now there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened to the voice of man: for the Lord fought for Israel (Jos 10:14).
It is of course his theory also that at this time the earth became tilted on its axis. There was a shift of the polar axis. Now to our twentythree and a third degree kind of an angle that the polar axis had in its relationship to the sun, which gives us actually now the ice caps in
the north and in the south, he has quite a bit to say about that too.
So Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp of Gilgal. But the five kings hid themselves in a cave. And so they came and told
Joshua these five kings were hiding in the caves. So Joshua said, Throw a bunch of stones over the cave, seal it up, and stand outside and
guard the thing (Jos 10:15-18).
And so they went ahead then, and inasmuch as these men had come out of all of the cities to fight, so the cities were left pretty well
defenseless at this point. So Joshua and the children of Israel started going around and they took all of the cities, and the areas where
these people had come from in this big battle against Gibeon. They went and they took all of these cities, with the exception of Jerusalem,
a city that they did not take. But it lists the cities that they took, Lachish and Hebron and so forth.
So then he ordered them to bring the—to take the rocks down and bring these kings out. Then he tells some of these guys,
Put your feet on the necks of these kings... God is gonna let you put your foot down on the necks of your enemies to defeat them (Jos
10:24-25). They then—Joshua killed these kings, and threw their bodies back into the cave. Hung them actually on five trees, until
evening, and then they threw their carcasses into the caves and they threw the rocks over the caves, which remained there until the day
that this particular book was written. So he went ahead and took all of these cities that had sent their armies out against them.
Verse forty-two of chapter ten,
And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel (Jos 10:42).
Now in verse fourteen, and verse forty-two a declaration is that "the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel."
And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp of Gilgal (Jos 10:43).
Now there is a song later in the book of Judges that speaks of God using the stars and so forth in fighting for His people.
There are those who call themselves theistic evolutionists. They acknowledge God in the origins, God in an ambiguous kind of a
terminology. "A force of power", there was something that started the whole thing going. But once God started the whole process, once
He created the universe, then He more or less stepped back. He may have created the first cell, but He stepped back and let all things sort
of develop and evolve, as far as life forms and all. It's known as theistic evolution. It was an attempt to harmonize evolutionary thought
with the Bible, though it surely doesn't bring any harmony with the Bible. It creates more problems than it answers.
Those who teach theistic evolution are more or less those who believe in the uniformitarianism concept of our universe and of the planet
earth. Their theory is pretty well described by Peter who said, "In the last days, scoffers would arise saying, Where is the promise of His
coming, for since our fathers have fallen asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning"(2 Peter 3:3-4). The doctrine or the
idea of Unitarianism is pretty well expressed in "all things continue as they were from the beginning". In other words, there aren't any
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real changes, no real catastrophic kind of changes. You can explain everything in the geological column and everything as far as life
processes are concerned, by observable phenomena today. So the idea of uniformitarianism really is in direct contrast to the Bible. You
cannot be a true believer in the Bible and be a Uniformitarian. They are sort of mutually exclusive.
Now this same fellow Immanuel Velikovsky has in the last few years written another book, "Earth's in Upheaval", in which he totally,
thoroughly destroys the idea of uniformitarianism, absolutely wipes it out with incontrovertible evidence. He has twice now set the
scientists on their ears. His first book "Worlds in Collision" created quite a furor in the scientific community, because of course it also
challenged the idea of uniformitarianism. But his second book he attacks it directly, and does a devastating job in piling up evidence
that shows that things cannot be explained by a uniform pattern. That there had to be cataclysmic changes on the earth's surface, and
so forth, catastrophic changes that you cannot really explain all of the phenomena by the idea of uniformitarianism.
In the book "Earth's in Upheaval", he gives some very solid evidence for the universal flood of Noah. Though he isn't really trying to
prove the flood, he talks about the deposits of the bones of various animals that have been found in the caves in England. The bones
severely fractured, all of them seemed to be deposited at the same time by some violent thrust. But sabertooth tigers along with rabbits
and all kinds of animals that are really antagonistic towards each other, and yet all heaved in there and crushed and broken at the same
time, and planted there. He gives some powerful evidence of violent upheavals, which of course the scriptures do testify have taken
place upon the earth in various periods of history, but God intervening.
Now you see we are prone to subconsciously think of God as far off and unrelated to the affairs of our lives. We so often think of God in
a remote sense, not of One Who is actively interested in me at this moment in what I am doing. I think of God as just being out there
remote of me, sort of governing over the whole universe, but certainly He has no interest in me or in my daily problems.
Now one of the most important things that all of us need to develop is that consciousness of God's presence with us at all times, in all
places, and the realization that God is vitally interested even with those just piddling little things about your life. God is concerned with
you. He's concerned with those things that are worrying you. The Bible speaks about God's ear being open to the righteous. Wh en you
call unto the Lord, and God talks about not oppressing the poor, "because when they cry unto Me", the Lord said, "I will hear, and I will
surely avenge their cause."
Because when you're needing money, and you're there saying, "Oh God, I don't know what I can do about these bills. This guy's really
pressing me Lord. I don't know what to do. He's really pushing me to the wall." The Lord hears your cries, though you don't think that
He does. Yet the Lord is vitally concerned in your life.
Here's a guy just like you and me who is fighting a battle. They've got the enemy on the run but it's getting towards evening, "Oh if the
sun goes down, we won't be able to finish wiping them out. Sun stand still." Suddenly the sun stands still in the heavens and stays in
that spot all day long. Now you may believe that God can heal your sore toe, or an earache, but we don't think of God as really
intervening in a dramatic, powerful way within our lives.
When I was starting a church out in Corona, in order to meet the needs of the family, I was building a hotel up in Idlywild. I had a daily
radio program on KREL, fifteen-minute Bible study every morning. I used to like to listen to my program when I would drive up to
Idlywild, because it would just help pass the time of day, and I could also critique myself. The driving oh, hundreds of miles each week,
commuting back and forth to Idlywild, because I had several Bible studies going at night. I'd have to drive down at night, have my Bible
studies, drive back up to Idlywild the next morning, my car was really getting some real wear and tear.
The front speaker had gone out in my radio, and I could only play the thing on the rear speaker. I was headed up to Idlywild, and I went
to turn on my radio broadcast so I could listen and pass the time and critique it. I was out about the area of March Field, going out
towards San Jacinto from 395, and there was so much static on that radio that I couldn't hear my program. So I sort of started
complaining to the Lord. I said, "Lord, I came down last night so I could teach the Bible study. I'm running the wheels off of my car, and
off of me trying to serve You. I need to feed the family. That's why I'm building the motel up in Idlywild. Lord, I don't like this drive, it
gets monotonous and the radio really does help, Lord. I really wish I could hear my program and listen to the radio, because it just helps
the drive not be so long. I don't want to complain Lord, but it sure would be nice to have my radio." I was really just talking to the Lord
like that as I was driving along, about the area where they were building the dam for Perris Lake. While I was sort of just laying this trip
on the Lord, I had a vision in my mind. I saw the rear speaker, and I saw a little two-pronged connection going into wires that came out
of the rear speaker, and I saw that connection loose and jiggling. I saw this vividly in my mind, so vividly that just as you're going up
the hill and making that turn around where you, you come down into the valley towards San Jacinto. I pulled off the side of the road
right there. I popped my trunk lid open and I climbed underneath to see what kind of connection they had to that rear speaker on my
radio. Sure enough, just as I saw in my mind a loose connection dangling and jiggling, so this connection was loose. I pushed the thing
in tight, closed the lid, ran around quickly and turned on the radio, clear as a bell. I said, "Wow, Lord that's unreal. You mean You're
interested in me and my listening to my radio? That's all right, Lord. I love it." To realize that God is so close and desires to be deeply
involved in your life. You just don't give Him the chance. You say, "Well God's never spoken to me." Have you ever asked Him to? Have
you ever asked Him a direct question and then waited to get a direct answer?
Now I have to admit, I wasn't really expecting an answer. I was just sort of complaining. But then I began to discover that if I would
ask God direct questions, I would often get direct answers and I realized that so many times, that I just had not, because I had asked
not. God was there, God is interested, God wants to work. He's not remote off somewhere in the universe.
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That's what Elijah was taunting those priests of Baal concerning their god. "Maybe he's off someplace on a vacation. Maybe he's playing
golf. Cry a little louder." But God is not remote and far off. He is vitally interested in you and in your life. Even in those little things that are
troubling you. You're His child. He doesn't like to see you distressed. He doesn't like to see you worried or fretting. He wants to reach out
and help you. Don't think of God as way off, untouchable, unreachable, unapproachable. As Paul said to the Athenian philosophers, the
Epicureans, "For in Him we live, we move, we have our being." God is interested in us. God want's to demonstrate His presence, His love,
His love to you. "You have not because you ask not"(James 4:2). Become aware of the presence of God. Begin to realize, "Hey God is here,
God is with me." So God demonstrated here in a very powerful way, His interest, His presence, to Joshua and to the people. Now having
conquered these kings, they really at this point conquered the major enemies within the land. The major conquests were made all at this
one shot when these kings came out against them. So from there on, it was almost like going out and mopping up.
(Through The Bible C-2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Bible Commentaries; 1979-1986)
XX. A PRAYING PULPIT BEGETS A PRAYING PEW
"I judge that my prayer is more than the devil himself; if it were otherwise, Luther would have fared differently long before this. Yet men
will not see and acknowledge the great wonders or miracles God works in my behalf. If I should neglect prayer but a single day, I should
lose a great deal of the fire of faith."--Martin Luther
Only glimpses of the great importance of prayer could the apostles get before Pentecost. But the Spirit coming and filling on Pentecost
elevated prayer to its vital and all-commanding position in the gospel of Christ. The call now of prayer to every saint is the Spirit's loudest
and most exigent call. Sainthood's piety is made, refined, perfected, by prayer. The gospel moves with slow and timid pace when the
saints are not at their prayers early and late and long.
Where are the Christly leaders who can teach the modern saints how to pray and put them at it? Do we know we are raising up a
prayerless set of saints? Where are the apostolic leaders who can put God's people to praying? Let them come to the front and do the
work, and it will be the greatest work which can be done. An increase of educational facilities and a great increase of money force will be
the direst curse to religion if they are not sanctified by more and better praying than we are doing. More praying will not come as a matter
of course. The campaign for the twentieth or thirtieth century fund will not help our praying but hinder if we are not careful. Nothing but a
specific effort from a praying leadership will avail. The chief ones must lead in the apostolic effort to radicate the vital importance and fact
of prayer in the heart and life of the Church. None but praying leaders can have praying followers. Praying apostles will beget praying
saints. A praying pulpit will beget praying pews. We do greatly need some body who can set the saints to this business of praying. We are
not a generation of praying saints. Non-praying saints are a beggarly gang of saints who have neither the ardor nor the beauty nor the
power of saints. Who will restore this breach? The greatest will he be of reformers and apostles, who can set the Church to praying.
We put it as our most sober judgment that the great need of the Church in this and all ages is men of such commanding faith, of such
unsullied holiness, of such marked spiritual vigor and consuming zeal, that their prayers, faith, lives, and ministry will be of such a radical
and aggressive form as to work spiritual revolutions which will form eras in individual and Church life.We do not mean men who get up
sensational stirs by novel devices, nor those who attract by a pleasing entertainment; but men who can stir things, and work revolutions
by the preaching of God's Word and by the power of the Holy Ghost, revolutions which change the whole current of things.Natural ability
and educational advantages do not figure as factors in this matter; but capacity for faith, the ability to pray, the power of thorough
consecration, the ability of self-littleness, an absolute losing of one's self in God's glory, and an ever-present and insatiable yearning and
seeking after all the fullness of God--men who can set the Church ablaze for God; not in a noisy, showy way, but with an intense and quiet
heat that melts and moves everything for God.God can work wonders if he can get a suitable man. Men can work wonders if they can get
God to lead them. The full endowment of the spirit that turned the world upside down would be eminently useful in these latter days. Men
who can stir things mightily for God, whose spiritual revolutions change the whole aspect of things, are the universal need of the
Church.The Church has never been without these men; they adorn its history; they are the standing miracles of the divinity of the Church;
their example and history are an unfailing inspiration and blessing. An increase in their number and power should be our prayer.That
which has been done in spiritual matters can be done again, and be better done. This was Christ's view. He said "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my
Father." The past has not exhausted the possibilities nor the demands for doing great things for God. The Church that is dependent on its
past history for its miracles of power and grace is a fallen Church.God wants elect men--men out of whom self and the world have gone by
a severe crucifixion, by a bankruptcy which has so totally ruined self and the world that there is neither hope nor desire of recovery; men
who by this insolvency and crucifixion have turned toward God perfect hearts.
Let us pray ardently that God's promise to prayer may be more than realized.
(Power Through Prayer; EM Bounds; Chapter 20; Edward McKendree Bounds (August 15, 1835 – August 24, 1913) was a clergyman of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South and author of eleven books, nine of which focused on the subject of prayer.)

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 340-341)
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