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First of all, Lord, I thank You for loving me enough to put people over me who were willing to bring correction
into my life in the past. Although that correction was difficult to receive, I needed it and it ultimately
benefited my life. For this, I am so thankful. Second, I ask You to help me now to be a blessing to those You
have placed under my sphere of authority. When I see attitudes in them that need to be corrected, help me
know how to approach them in a way that is positive and uplifting I ask You to give me the wisdom I need to
challenge those under my authority to a higher level in every area of their lives, in Jesus’ name. Amen…..
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1 AFTER THIS, David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the Lord said to him, Go up. David
said, To which shall I go up? And He said, To Hebron. 2 So David went up there with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and
Abigail, the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 3 And David brought up his men who were with him, each one with his household, and they
dwelt in the towns of Hebron. 4 And the men of Judah came and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. They told
David, The men of Jabesh-gilead buried Saul. 5 And David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead, saying, May the Lord bless
you because you showed kindness and loyalty to Saul your king and buried him. 6 And now may the Lord show loving-kindness and
faithfulness to you. I also will do well by you because you have done this. 7 So now, let your hands be strengthened and be valiant, for
your master Saul is dead, and the house of Judah has anointed me king over them. 8 Now Abner son of Ner, commander of Saul's
army, took Ish-bosheth son of Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim. 9 And he made him king over Gilead, the Ashurites, Jezreel,
Ephraim, Benjamin, and all Israel. 10 Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, was forty years old when he began his two-year reign over Israel. But
the house of Judah followed David. 11 And David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah for seven years and six months. 12 And
Abner son of Ner and the servants of Ish-bosheth son of Saul went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13 Joab son of Zeruiah and the
servants of David went out also; and the two groups met by the pool of Gibeon, seating themselves with one group on either side of
the pool. 14 And Abner said to Joab, Let the young men now arise and have a contest before us. And Joab said, Let them arise. 15
Then there arose and went over by number—twelve of Benjamin who were with Ish-bosheth son of Saul, and twelve of the servants of
David. 16 And each caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword into his side; so they all fell together. Therefore that place
was called the Field of Sharp Knives, which is at Gibeon. 17 A very fierce battle followed, and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten
before the servants of David. 18 Three sons of Zeruiah [the half sister of David] were there: Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Now Asahel
was as light of foot as a wild roe or antelope. 19 Asahel pursued Abner, and as he ran he turned not to the right hand or to the left
from following Abner. 20 Then Abner looked behind him and said, Are you Asahel? He answered, I am. 21 Abner said to him, Turn
aside to your right or left, and seize one of the young men and take his armor. But Asahel would not turn aside from following him. 22
And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn aside from following me. Why should I strike you to the ground? How then should I be able to
face Joab your brother? 23 Asahel refused to turn aside; so Abner with the rear end of his spear smote him through the abdomen, and
he fell and died where he fell. And all who came to the place where Asahel fell and died stood still. 24 But Joab and Abishai [his
brothers] pursued Abner; the sun was going down as they came to the hill of Ammah, before Giah on the way to the wilderness of
Gibeon. 25 And the Benjamites gathered together behind Abner and became one troop and took their stand on the top of a hill. 26
Then Abner called to Joab, Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that bitterness will be the result? How long will it be
then before you bid the people to stop pursuing their brethren? 27 Joab said, As God lives, if you had not spoken, surely the men
would have stopped pursuing their brethren in the morning. 28 So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people stood still and pursued
Israel no more, nor did they fight any more. 29 Abner and his men went all night through the Arabah [plain], crossed the Jordan, and
went through the whole Bithron [district of ravines] and came to Mahanaim. 30 Joab returned from pursuing Abner, and when he had
gathered all the people together, there were missing of David's servants nineteen men besides Asahel. 31 But the servants of David
had slain of Benjamin 360 of Abner's men. 32 And they took up Asahel and buried him in the tomb of his father at Bethlehem. And
Joab and his men walked all night and came to Hebron at daybreak.
Chapter 2
Now it came to pass after this, that David inquired of the LORD, and he said, Shall I go up to Judah (2Sa 2:1)?
Now to me it is interesting as we observe David, he doesn't take any actions without first of all seeking guidance from God. Now
there's a scripture that says, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not to your own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He will direct your path"(Proverbs 3:4,5).
Now many times we complain that we don't know what God wants. We are confused as to the leading of God within our lives.
Oftentimes it is as James says, "You have not because you ask not." The scripture tells us that if in all of our ways we acknowledge
Him, He will direct our paths. You see our problem is that we're prone to just go ahead and barge in, then later say, "Lord, what am I
doing here? Why did You allow me get in this place?" Whereas, had I stopped beforehand and said, "Lord, shall I go in?" He would've
said, "No stay out of there, there's problems in there." So it's important that we acknowledge the Lord in everything, and if we do,
then God will direct our paths. Here David is a classic example of seeking the guidance of the Lord in every move.
Now you remember he was living in the city of the Philistines. Actually, the king of Gath, Achish had given him this city of Ziklag
because Saul had been chasing him all over, and he got tired of running from Saul, figured Saul was finally gonna catch up with him
and kill him. So he fled over to the Philistines knowing that Saul wouldn't pursue him there. Achish gave him this Philistine City of
Ziklag.
So David now says, "Lord, shall I go to one of the cities of Judah?"
And the Lord answered David and said, Go up. And David said, Where shall I go Lord? And the Lord said, To Hebron. [So here is David
inquiring of the Lord, seeking the guidance of God for each move that he makes.] So David went up there, and his two wives also,
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail Nabal's wife the Carmelite. And his men that were with him David brought up, every man with
his household: and they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. And the men of Judah came, and they anointed David king over the house of
Judah. And they told David, saying, That the men of Jabeshgilead were those that buried Saul (2Sa 2:1-4).
So they came, anointed David king and he was informed at that point of the men of Jabeshgilead who took Saul's body and Jonathan's
body out of the temple at Bethshan and took them over to Jabeshgilead for a decent burial.
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So David sent messengers unto the men of Jabeshgilead, and said to them, Blessed be ye of the LORD, that you have showed this
kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and you have buried him. And now may the LORD shew kindness and truth unto you: and I
also will requite you this kindness, because you have done this thing. ["I'll remember this," David said.] Therefore let your hands be
strengthened, and be valiant: for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah have anointed me to be king over them.
However Abner the son of Ner, who was the captain of Saul's host, [He was the one that David had chided earlier because he had failed
to guard Saul.] he took Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; [Which is on the other side of Jordan.] And he
made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. So
Ishbosheth Saul's son was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned for two years. But the house of Judah
followed David. And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months (2Sa 2:5-11).
So the kingdom is divided. Later on the kingdom is to be divided again at the time of David's grandson Rehoboam. Because of his
stupidity, the northern ten tribes pulled out and formed a separate nation Israel, the southern two tribes became known as Judah. But
David ruled only over Judah. The rest of the tribes swore their allegiance to Saul's son Ishbosheth under Abner's instigation.
Now Abner it would seem, knew that God had anointed David to be king. Abner was actually a cousin to Saul and was probably more or
less seeking to reign himself, but using Ishbosheth as sort of a figurehead. So it was his own ambitions more or less to rule, and
Ishbosheth, because he was the son of Saul, became sort of a figurehead, sort of like Carter is. Not really ruling you know, but just
taking orders from those that control the things.
Now Ishbosheth was forty years old when he began to reign. David was thirty years old when he began his reign in Hebron. David
reigned for seven years and six months in Hebron, over just Judah. It wasn't until seven and a half years later that there came to David
the rulers of Israel, and said, "We want you to rule over all of us." So his reign began in Hebron over just the tribe of Judah.
Now Abner [Who was the general, and more or less the guy in charge of Israel.] and the servants of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went
out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. And Joab [who was David's general], and the servants of David, went out, and they met them together
by the pool of Gibeon: and they sat down, one on one side of the pool, and one on the other side of the pool (2Sa 2:12-13).
These guys are tough, bloody men of war, there's very little to be admired in Joab. In fact Joab was a very cruel, and difficult person,
tough as nails. David tolerated him because he had such tremendous devotion to David, and he was such a tremendous fighter. But
David really was never comfortable with Joab because of the nature of the fellow. So what we read now isn't at all commendable or
pleasant, or it just shows really the corrupt nature of man. So here's Abner with the men of Israel, young fellows, here's Joab from
David, they're sitting by this pool, and they say, "How about having a little sport?"
"All right." So ten of the young men of David, and ten from Abner got out to entertain these two generals.
They all of them grabbed each other by the head, and ran each other through with their swords (2Sa 2:16);
Great sport, you know it's just sort of hard for us in our Christian, Western culture, to even imagine such a thing as being sporting or
whatever. So that escalated into a real battle, and Joab and his men jumped up, and Abner and his men, and Joab began to prevail. The
men of David began to prevail over those of Abner. Abner and his men began to flee.
There were three sons there [Two brothers of Joab, actually three sons.] of Zeruiah, Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel: now Asahel was as
fleet as a deer. [He was just a great runner.] And as Abner was fleeing, Asahel started chasing him. [But evidently Asahel didn't have
any armour, just running after him.] And Abner turned around, and said, Hey grab thee armour from one of those young boys, in order
that you may be able to have sort of a fair fight. But he wouldn't do it. [He just kept right on his heels, just running after him, right on
his heels.] Finally Abner said, Hey turn away: why should I smite you? But he wouldn't listen he just stayed right on his heels: and
finally Abner ran him through with his spear; all the way through and Asahel died there (2Sa 2:18-23).
As the men of David came up to the spot, they just sort of waited, sort of shocked to see Asahel the brother of Joab dead. An d when
Joab and his men came up then they were getting ready to pursue again in the morning. It was evening, and they in the morning
started to pursue.
Abner was up on a hill. And he said, Shall we fight with a sword forever? [We're just gonna—What value is it?] So Joab said, Good thing
you said that or else we would've been destroying each other (2Sa 2:25-27).
And Joab and his men went home. However, Joab in his heart carried that desire for vengeance against Abner.

( Through The Bible; C2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Commentaries; 1979 – 1986)
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS:
BY THE:

DWIGHT L. MOODY

Reformatted by Katie Stewart
The Sixth Commandment
Thou shalt not kill.
I USED TO SAY: "What is the use of taking up a law like this in an audience where, probably, there isn't a man who ever thought of, or
ever will commit murder?" But as one gets on in years, he sees many a murder that is not outright killing. I need not kill a person to be a
murderer. If I get so angry that I wish a man dead, I am a murderer in God's sight. God looks at the heart and says he that hateth his
brother is a murderer.
First, let us see what this commandment does not mean.
It does not forbid the killing of animals for food and for other reasons. Millions of rams and lambs and turtledoves must have been killed
every year for sacrifices under the Mosaic system. Christ Himself ate of the Passover lamb, and we are told definitely of cases where He
ate fish and provided it for His disciples and the people to eat.
It does not forbid the killing of burglars or attackers in self-defense. Directly after the giving of the Ten Commandments, God laid down
the ordinance that if a thief be found breaking in and be smitten that he die, it was pardonable. Did not Christ justify this idea of selfdefense when He said: "If the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and w ould
not have suffered his house to be broken up." (Matthew 24:43)?
It does not forbid capital punishment. God Himself set the death penalty upon violations of each of the first seven commandments, as well
as for other crimes. God said to Noah after the deluge, "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed." (Genesis 9:6); and
the reason given is just as true today as it was then- "for in the image of God made he man."
What it does forbid is the wanton, intentional taking of human life under wrong motives and circumstances. Man is made in God's image.
He is built for eternity. He is more than a mere animal. His life ought therefore to be held sacred. Once taken, it can never be restored. In
heathen lands human life is no more sacred than the life of animals; even in Christian lands there are heartless and selfish men who hold
it cheap; but God has invested it with a high value. An infidel philosopher of the eighteenth century said: "In the sight of God, every event
is alike important; and the life of a man is of no greater importance to the universe than that of an oyster... Where is the crime," he asked,
"of turning a few ounces of blood out of their channel?" Such language needs no answer.
THE VALUE OF MAN
Let me give you a passage from H. L. Hastings:
"A friend of mine visited the Fiji Islands in 1844, and what do you suppose an infidel was worth there then? You could buy a man for a
musket, or if you paid money, for seven dollars, and after you had bought him you could feed him, starve him, work him, whip him, or eat
him- they generally ate them, unless they were so full of tobacco they could not stomach them! But if you go there today you could not
buy a man for seven million dollars. There are no men for sale there now. What has made the difference in the price of humanity? The
twelve hundred Christian chapels scattered over that island tell the story. The people have learned to read that Book which says: 'Ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold... but with the precious blood of Christ' (1 Peter 1:18-19); and since they learned
that lesson, no man is for sale there."
Men tell me that the world is getting so much better. We talk of our American civilization. We forget the alarming increase of crime in our
midst. It is said that there is no civilized country on the globe where murder is so frequently committed and so seldom punished.
SUICIDE
There is that other kind of murder that is increasing at an appalling rate among us- suicide. There have been infidels in all ages who have
advocated it's a justifiable means of release from trial and difficulty; yet thinking men, as far back as Aristotle, have generally condemned
it as cowardly and unjustifiable under any conditions. No man has a right to take his own life from such motives any more than the life of
another. It has been pointed out that the Jewish race, the people of God, always counted length of days as a blessing. The Bible does not
mention one single instance of a good man committing suicide. In the four thousand years of Old Testament history it records only four
suicides, and only one suicide in the New Testament. Saul, king of Israel, and his armorbearer, Ahithophel, Zimri and Judas Iscariot are
the five cases. Look at the references in the Bible to see what kind of men they were.
OTHER KINDS OF MURDER
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But I want to speak of other classes of murderers that are very numerous in this country, although they are not classified as murderers.
The man who is the cause of the death of another through criminal carelessness is guilty. The man who sells diseased meat; the
saloonkeeper whose drink has maddened the brain of a criminal; those who adulterate food; the employer who jeopardizes the lives of
employees and others by unsafe surroundings and conditions in harmful occupations- they are all guilty of blood where life is lost as a
consequence.
When I was in England in 1892, I met a gentleman who claimed that they were ahead of us in the respect they had for the law. "We hang
our murderers," he said, "but there isn't one out of twenty in your country that is hung." I said, "You are greatly mistaken, for they walk
about these two countries unhung." "What do you mean?" "I will tell you what I mean," I said; "the man that comes into my house and
runs a dagger into my heart for my money, is a prince compared with a son that takes five years to kill me and the wife of my bosom. A
young man who comes home night after night drunk, and when his mother remonstrates, curses her grey hairs and kills her by inches, is
the blackest kind of a murderer."
That kind of thing is going on constantly all around us. One young man at college, an only son, whose mother wrote to him remonstrating
against his gambling and drinking habits, took the letters out of the post office, and when he found that they were from her, he tore
them up without reading them. She said, "I thought I would die when I found I had lost my hold on that son."
If a boy kills his mother by his conduct, you can't call it anything else than murder. And he is as truly guilty of breaking this sixth
commandment as if he drove a dagger to her heart. If all young men in this country who are killing their parents and their wives by
inches, should be hung this next week, there would be a great many funerals.
How are you treating your parents? Come, are you killing them? This sixth commandment follows very naturally after the fifth, "Honor
thy father and dry mother." Don't put any thoughts in their pillows and make their last days miserable. Bear in mind that the
commandment refers not only to shooting a man down in cold blood; but he is the worst murderer who goes on, month after month, year
after year, until he has crowded the life out of a sainted mother and put a godly father under the sod.
THE WORDS OF CHRIST
Let us look once again at the Sermon on the Mount, that men think so much of, and see what Christ had to say: "Ye have heard that it
was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That
whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca [an
expression of contempt], shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool [an expression of condemnation], shall be
in danger of hell fire." (Matthew 5:21-22) "Three degrees of murderous guilt," as has been said, "all of which can be manifested
without a blow being struck: secret anger; the spiteful jeer; the open, unrestrained outburst of violent, abusive speech." Again, what
does John say? "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath Eternal Life abiding in him." (1 John
3:15)
Did you ever in your heart wish a man dead? That was murder. Did you ever get so angry that you wished any one harm? Then you are
guilty. I may be addressing someone who is cultivating an unforgiving spirit. That is the spirit of the murderer, and needs to be rooted
out of your heart. We can only read men's acts- what they have done. God looks down into the heart. That is the birthplace and home of
the evil desires and intentions that lead to the transgression of all God's laws. Listen once more to the words of Jesus: "From within, out
of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness." (Mark 7:21-22) May God purge our hearts of these evil things, if we are harboring them! Ah, if
many of us were weighed now, we should find Belshazzar's doom written against us- "Tekel- wanting!"
The Seventh Commandment;

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

AN ENGLISH ARMY-OFFICER in India who had been living an impure life went around one evening to argue religion with the chaplain.
During their talk the officer said: "Religion is all very well, but you must admit that there are difficulties- about the miracles, for
instance."
The chaplain knew the man and his besetting sin, and quietly looking him in the face, answered: "Yes, there are some things in the Bible
not very plain, I admit: but the seventh commandment is very plain."
PLAIN SPEAKING
I would to God I could pass over this commandment, but I feel that the time has come to cry aloud and spare not. Plain speaking about it
is not very fashionable nowadays.
"Teachers of religion have by common consent banished from their public teaching all advice, warning or allusion in regard to love
between the sexes," says Dr. Stalker.
These themes are left to poets and novelists to handle. In an autobiography recently published in England, the writer attributed no small
share of the follies and vices of his earlier years to his never having heard a plain, outspoken sermon on this seventh commandment.
But though men are inclined to pass it by, God is not silent or indifferent in regard to it. When I hear anyone make light of adultery and
licentiousness, I take the Bible and see how God has let His curse and wrath come down upon it.
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"Thou shalt not commit adultery" (Exodus 20:14);
"For this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges. For it is a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would
root out all mine increase" (Job 31:11-12);
"For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life. Can a man take
fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?" (Proverbs 6: 26:28);
"But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. A wound and dishonour
shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away." (Proverbs 6:32- 33)
"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fomicators,.. nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind . . . shall inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Corinthians 6:9-10);
"But fornication, and all uncleanness, . . . let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking,
nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person . . . hath
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the
wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them" (Ephesians 5:5-6);
"Whoremongers ... shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death." (Revelation 21:8)
These are a few of the threatenings and warnings contained in the old Book, up to its closing chapter. It speaks plainly, without
compromise.
MARR1AGE AND THE HOME
This commandment is God's bulwark around marriage and the home. Marriage is one of the institutions that existed in Eden; it is older
than the Fall. It is the most sacred relationship that can exist between human beings, taking precedence even of the relationship of the
parent and child. Someone has pointed out that as in the beginning God created one man and one woman, this is the true order for all
ages. Where family ties are disregarded and dishonored, the results are always fatal. The home existed before the church, and unless the
home is kept pure and undefiled, there can be no family religion, and the church is in danger. Adultery and licentiousness have swept
nation after nation out of existence. Did it not bring fire and brimstone from heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah? What carried Rome into
ruin? The obscene frescoes and statues at Pompeii and Naples tell the tale.
Where there is no sacredness around the home, population dwindles; family virtues disappear; the children are corrupt from their very
birth [i.e., are trained in corruption "from their very birth" --WStS]; the seeds of sure decay are already planted. In 1895 there were
twenty-five thousand divorces in this country. I was on one of the fashionable streets of a prominent city some time ago, where every
family except two on the whole street had either a son or a daughter that had been divorced. Divorce and debauchery go hand in hand. We
are not gaining much in turning away from this old law, are we?
"They are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder" (Matthew 19:6).
"Many Christians mistakenly think that fornication has been sanctioned as God's grounds for divorce. Not so. There are no Godly grounds
for divorce. Laodiceans loudly proclaim, 'God does endorse divorce 'for the cause of fornication' (Matthew 5:32)'... let's study the passage
IN CONTEXT... God puts families together-- it is ONLY man who tears them apart. 'For God is not the Author of confusion, but of Peace'
(1Corinthians 14:33)... But peace and contentment only come to those who obey God. 'There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked'
(Isaiah 57:21). You cannot cut corners with the LORD and think that your family will enjoy each other's company and share a happy life
together, without ordering your steps aright and letting God have control of every aspect. 'Except the LORD build the house, they labour in
vain that build it' (Psalm 127:1)."
THE DEVIL'S COUNTERFEIT
Lust is the devil's counterfeit of love. There is nothing more beautiful on earth than a pure love, and there is nothing so blighting as lust. I
do not know of a quicker, shorter way down to hell than by adultery and the kindred sins condemned by this commandment. The Bible
says that with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, but "whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart." (Hosea 4: 11)
Lust will drive all natural affection out of a man's heart. For the sake of some vile harlot he will trample on the feelings and entreaties of a
sainted mother and beautiful wife and godly sister.Young man, are you leading an impure life? Suppose God's scales should drop down
before you, what would you do? Are you fit for the kingdom of heaven? You know very well that you are not. You loathe yourself. When
you look upon that pure wife or mother, you say, "What a vile wretch I am! The harlot is bringing me down to an untimely and dishonored
grave."
May God show us what a fearful sin it is! The idea of making light of it! I do not know of any sin that will make a man run down to ruin
more quickly. I am appalled when I think of what is going on in the world; of so many young men living impure lives, and talking about the
virtue of women as if it didn't amount to anything. This sin is coming in upon us like a flood at the present day. In every city there is an
army of prostitutes. Young men by hundreds are being utterly ruined by this accursed sin.
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THE PRODIGAL DAUGHTER
I think that the most infernal thing that shines on in America is the way a woman is treated after she has been ruined by a man, often
under fair promises of marriage. Someone said that when the prodigal son came home he had the best robe and the fatted calf, but
what does the prodigal daughter get? Although she may have been more sinned against than sinning, she is cast out and ostracized by
society. She is condemned to an almost hopeless life of degradation and shame, sinking step by step into a loathsome grave, unless she
hurries her doom by suicide. But the wretch who has ruined her in body and soul holds his head as high as ever, and society attaches
no stain to him. If he had failed to pay his gambling debts, or was detected cheating at cards, he would promptly be dropped by
society; but he may boast of his impure life, and his companions will think nothing of it. Parents who would not allow their daughters
to become acquainted with a man who is rude in manners, sometimes do not hesitate to accept the society of men who are known to
be impure.
Talk about stealing- a man who steals the virtue of a woman is the meanest thief that ever was on the face of the earth! One who goes
into your house and steals your money is a prince compared with a vile libertine who takes the virtue of your sister, or steals the
affection of your wife, and robs you of her; no sneak thief that ever walked the earth is so mean as he. How men pass laws to protect
their property, but when that which is far nearer and dearer to them than money is taken, it is made light of! If a man should push a
young lady into the river and she should be drowned, the law would lay hold of him, and he would be tried for murder and hung. But if
he wins her affection and ruins her, and then casts her off, isn't he worse than a murderer? There are some sins that are worse than
murder, and that is one of them. If someone should treat your wife or sister so, you would want to shoot him as you would a dog. Why
do you not respect all women as you do your mother and sister? What law of justice forgives the obscene bird of prey, while it kicks out
of its path the soiled and bleeding dove?
GOD'S COMING JUDGMENT
God has appointed a day when this matter will be set right.
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." (Galatians 6:7)
He will render to every man according to his deeds. You may walk down the aisle of the church and take your seat, thinking that no one
knows of your sin. But God is on the throne, and He will surely bring you to judgment. Do you believe that God will allow this infernal
thing to go on- women bearing all the blame while guilty men go unpunished? God has appointed a day when He will judge this world
in righteousness, and the day is fast approaching.
If you are guilty of this sin, do not let the day pass until you repent. If you are living in some secret sin or are fostering impure
thoughts, make up your mind that by the grace of God you will be delivered. I don't believe a man who is guilty of this sin is ever going
to see the kingdom of God unless he repents in sackcloth and ashes, and does all he can to make restitution.
AN EVIL HARVEST
Even in this life adultery and uncleanness bring their awful results, both physical and mental. The pleasure and excitement that lead so
many astray at the beginning soon pass away, and only the evil remains. Vice carries a sting in its tail, like the scorpion. The body is
sinned against, and the body sooner or later suffers.
"Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body." (1 Corinthians
6:18), said Paul.
Nature herself punishes with nameless diseases, and the man goes down to the grave rotten, leaving the effects of his sin to blight his
posterity. There are nations whose manhood has been eaten out by this awful scourge.
It drags a man lower than the beasts. It stains the memory. I believe that memory is "the worm that never dies," and the memory is
never cleansed of obscene stories and unclean acts. Even if a man repents and reforms he often has to fight the past.
Lust gave Samson into the power of Delilah, who robbed him of his strength. It led David to commit murder and called down upon him
the wrath of God, and if he had not repented he would have lost heaven. I believe that if Joseph had responded to the enticement of
Potiphar's wife, his light would have gone out in darkness.
It ends in one or other of two ways: either in remorse and shame because of the realization of the loss of purity, with a terrible struggle
against a hard taskmaster; or in hardness of heart, brutalizing of the finer senses, which is a more dreadful condition.
We hear a good deal about intemperance nowadays. That sin advertises itself; it shows its marks upon the face and in the conduct. But
this hides itself away under the shadow of the night. A man who tampers with this evil goes on step by step until his character is
blasted, his reputation ruined, his health gone, and his life made as dark as hell. May God wake up the nation to see how this awful sin
is spreading!Will anyone deny that the house of the strange woman is "the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death"
(Proverbs 7:27), as the Bible says? Are there not men whose characters have been utterly ruined for this life through this accursed sin?
Are there not wives who would rather sink into their graves than live? Many a man went with a pure woman to the altar a few years
ago and promised to love and cherish her. Now he has given his affections to some vile harlot and brought ruin on his wife and
children!

ARE YOU GUILTY?
Young man, young woman, are you guilty, even in thought? Bear in mind what Christ said:
"Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: but I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart." (Matthew 5: 27-28)
How many would repent but that they are tied hand and foot, and some vile harlot whose feet are fastened in hell, clings to him and
says: "If you give me up, I will expose you!" Can you step on the scales and take that harlot with you?
If you are guilty of this awful sin, escape for your life. Hear God's voice while there is yet time. Confess your sin to Him. Ask Him to
snap the fetters that bind you. Ask Him to give you victory over your passions. If your right eye offends, pluck it out. If your right hand
offends, cut it off. Shake yourself like Samson, and say:
"By the grace of God I will not go down to an adulterer's grave."
There is hope for you, adulterer. There is hope for you, adulteress. God will not turn you away if you truly repent. No matter how low
down in vice and misery you may have sunk, you may be washed, you may be sanctified, you may be justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Remember what Christ said to that woman which was a sinner,
"Thy sins are forgiven ... thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace" (Luke 7:47);
and to that woman that was taken in adultery,
"Go, and sin no more." (John 8:11)

(“ The Ten Commandments “ D.L. Moody; Commandment 6-7 ; Public Domain; Dwight Lyman Moody (February 5, 1837 – December
22, 1899), also known as D.L. Moody, was an American evangelist and publisher who founded the Moody Church, Northfield School and
Mount Hermon School in Massachusetts (now Northfield Mount Hermon School), the( Moody Bible Institute and Moody Publishers. )

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 424-426)
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