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Prayer
Lord, I admit that I've been feeling pretty lonely in the situation I am facing right now. Even though my
friends try to understand, they simply can't comprehend the emotional ordeal I am going through. But I
know that You understand everything, Lord, so today I am asking You to step forward and assist me in my
hour of need. Please stand at my side to help me, support me, and fill me with a fresh dose of the Holy
Spirit's mighty power so I can victoriously overcome in the midst of this challenging trial. I know that with
Your Presence and power at my side, I will win this fight of faith that I'm engaged in right now. In Jesus’
name. Amen…….
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Thought For The Day

Scripture: Psalm 72,73,74,75,76,77 (AMP)
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Psalm 72:1-20 (AMP)
1 GIVE THE king [knowledge of] Your [way of] judging, O God, and [the spirit of] Your righteousness to the king's son [to control all
his actions]. 2 Let him judge and govern Your people with righteousness, and Your poor and afflicted ones with judgment and justice.
3 The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, through [the general establishment of] righteousness. 4 May he judge
and defend the poor of the people, deliver the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor, 5 So that they may revere and fear You
while the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations. 6 May he [Solomon as a type of King David's greater Son] be like rain that
comes down upon the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. 7 In His [Christ's] days shall the [uncompromisingly] righteous
flourish and peace abound till there is a moon no longer. 8 He [Christ] shall have dominion also from sea to sea and from the River
[Euphrates] to the ends of the earth. 9 Those who dwell in the wilderness shall bow before Him and His enemies shall lick the dust. 10
The kings of Tarshish and of the coasts shall bring offerings; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 11 Yes, all kings shall fall
down before Him, all nations shall serve Him. 12 For He delivers the needy when he calls out, the poor also and him who has no
helper. 13 He will have pity on the poor and weak and needy and will save the lives of the needy. 14 He will redeem their lives from
oppression and fraud and violence, and precious and costly shall their blood be in His sight. 15 And He shall live; and to Him shall be
given gold of Sheba; prayer also shall be made for Him and through Him continually, and they shall bless and praise Him all the day
long. 16 There shall be abundance of grain in the soil upon the top of the mountains [the least fruitful places in the land]; the fruit of
it shall wave like [the forests of] Lebanon, and [the inhabitants of] the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. 17 His name shall
endure forever; His name shall continue as long as the sun [indeed, His name continues before the sun]. And men shall be blessed and
bless themselves by Him; all nations shall call Him blessed! 18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who alone does wondrous
things! 19 Blessed be His glorious name forever; let the whole earth be filled with His glory! Amen and Amen! 20 The prayers of David
son of Jesse are ended.
Psalm 72 is entitled, "A Psalm for Solomon." As we read this, we find that it goes far beyond Solomon and actually is a prophecy of
that Son that was promised to David, even Jesus Christ, who would sit on the throne of David and rule it and establish it in order, in
justice, and in righteousness, from henceforth forever. And so Psalm 72 transcends beyond just David's prayer for his son Solomon,
and it becomes an expression of Jesus Christ in the Kingdom Age upon the throne of David. And so, there is that dual interpretation of
Psalm 72.
Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king's son (Psa 72:1).
When Jesus Christ comes again, the first order is that of judging the earth, gathering together the nations for judgment. "Give
judgment unto thy king, and thy righteousness to the king's son."
He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and the poor with judgment. The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the
little hills, by righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces
the oppressor. They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations. He shall come down like rain
upon mown grass: as showers that water the earth. In his days shall the righteous flourish; and the abundance of peace so long as the
moon endures (Psa 72:2-7).
So you see even by the words of the psalm. "They shall fear Thee as long as the sun and the moon endure, throughout all the
generations." So it carries far beyond Solomon to that righteous King that God had promised to sit upon the throne of David, and to
establish it from henceforth even forever, as long as the moon endures.
He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth (Psa 72:8).
Again, the kingdom of God covering the entire earth.
They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and the isles shall
bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him (Psa
72:9-11).
"Every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:10-11).
And the kings of the earth will gather, bring gifts from all over the world where His kingdom extends, and will bring the praises of the
people unto Him in Jerusalem. The glorious Kingdom Age.
Now when you read of the kings of the earth coming and gathering and paying their homage and bringing their gifts, who are those
kings of the earth? Revelation, chapter 1, verse 5 and 6, "Unto Him who loved us and who hath made us unto our God a kingdom of
priests, and we shall reign with Him upon the earth." Revelation, chapter 5, the song of the redeemed saints in heaven, "Worthy is the
Lamb to take the scroll and loose the seals, for Thou was slain and have redeemed us by Thy blood, out of every nation, tribe, tongue,
kindred, and people, and hath made us unto our God, kings and priests. And we shall reign with Thee upon the earth." The church. So
this mention of the kings falling down before Him is actually a reference to you, His church, and your place with Him in the Kingdom
Age.
For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall
save the souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight. And he
shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised.
There shall be a handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the
city shall flourish like grass of the earth. His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall
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be blessed in him: and all nations shall call him blessed. Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things.
And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, and Amen. The prayers of David the
son of Jesse are ended (Psa 72:12-20).
So this brings us to the end of the second book of the psalms. As we mentioned to you, the psalms are actually divided into five books,
and each of the books ends with a doxology. And here we find the doxology, "The whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and
Amen." Just sort of, you know, the capstone on the thing, the conclusion. And thus, the prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.
So as we enter into Book Three of the Psalms, we now get into a series of psalms that are ascribed to Asaph. Now Asaph was the chief
musician. He was appointed by David as head over the musicians. Whether it is the name of an actual person or the title for the chief
musician is not known. It is quite possible that Asaph is just the title for the chief musician, and thus, the psalms of Asaph would be the
psalms of the chief musician, and not necessarily of the same person. Some of these psalms ascribed here to Asaph are psalms that
definitely go beyond the Davidic period of reign, even into the areas of the desolation. Psalms that were written after the nation of
Israel was devastated by their enemies, which, of course, goes then beyond Solomon's reign.
Psalm 73:1-28 (AMP)
1 Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart. 2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well-nigh
slipped. 3 For I was envious of the foolish and arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 For they suffer no violent pangs in
their death, but their strength is firm. 5 They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they smitten and plagued like other men. 6
Therefore pride is about their necks like a chain; violence covers them like a garment [like a long, luxurious robe]. 7 Their eyes stand
out with fatness, they have more than heart could wish; and the imaginations of their minds overflow [with follies]. 8 They scoff, and
wickedly utter oppression; they speak loftily [from on high, maliciously and blasphemously]. 9 They set their mouths against and speak
down from heaven, and their tongues swagger through the earth [invading even heaven with blasphemy and smearing earth with
slanders]. 10 Therefore His people return here, and waters of a full cup [offered by the wicked] are [blindly] drained by them. 11 And
they say, How does God know? Is there knowledge in the Most High? 12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who always prosper and are at
ease in the world; they increase in riches. 13 Surely then in vain have I cleansed my heart and washed my hands in innocency. 14 For
all the day long have I been smitten and plagued, and chastened every morning. 15 Had I spoken thus [and given expression to my
feelings], I would have been untrue and have dealt treacherously against the generation of Your children. 16 But when I considered
how to understand this, it was too great an effort for me and too painful 17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I understood
[for I considered] their end. 18 [After all] You do set the [wicked] in slippery places; You cast them down to ruin and destruction. 19
How they become a desolation in a moment! They are utterly consumed with terrors! 20 As a dream [which seems real] until one
awakens, so, O Lord, when You arouse Yourself [to take note of the wicked], You will despise their outward show. 21 For my heart was
grieved, embittered, and in a state of ferment, and I was pricked in my heart [as with the sharp fang of an adder]. 22 So foolish, stupid,
and brutish was I, and ignorant; I was like a beast before You. 23 Nevertheless I am continually with You; You do hold my right hand.
24 You will guide me with Your counsel, and afterward receive me to honor and glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And I have
no delight or desire on earth besides You. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the Rock and firm Strength of my heart and my
Portion forever. 27 For behold, those who are far from You shall perish; You will destroy all who are false to You and like [spiritual]
harlots depart from You. 28 But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord God and made Him my refuge,
that I may tell of all Your works.
Psalm 73 begins with an affirmation of a basic foundational truth concerning God. Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a
clean heart (Psa 73:1). It is important that we have basic foundational truths that are undergirding us. Because we, all of us, are going
to face experiences of life that we will not understand. Hard, painful experiences. Experiences that will challenge God's goodness and
God's love. If God is good, then why did God allow this tragedy to happen to me? If God loves me, then why would He allow me to have
to experience this heartache? I do not understand all of the things that happen to me in life. And I have made it a practice, whenever I
am faced with a situation that I cannot understand, I fall back on what I do understand. There are certain foundational truths upon
which I fall back when I am faced with circumstances that I cannot understand in my life. And what I do understand is that God is
good, that God loves me, and that all things are working together for good to those who love God. And thus, by faith I accept my
adverse circumstances. Though I don't understand them, I accept them, knowing that it is God that has brought these circumstances.
It is God who is in the control of my life. For I have committed my life to Him. And I know that God is working in these circumstances.
Though they may seem bitter and adverse, yet God is working a good and perfect plan in my life. And I just live with it. I just accept,
"Oh Lord, I'll just leave this with You, that You will bring out of this Your good purpose and Your good plan for me." If I did not have
the basic foundations underneath, then when the troubles come, when I get into these kind of circumstances, I would be totally wiped
out.
And you do see people that they seem to be really going great in their walk with the Lord, and then adversity arises, and they just can't
seem to handle the adversity. The reason is that they have not really had a solid foundation in scriptural truth. These people who are
being encouraged to believe God for healing in all circumstances, that give no place for any sickness, when sickness does come, or
when death does come, they are not able to handle it, because they don't have a proper foundation in God's Word and in the truth. And
thus, when the superstructure is shaken, they have got nothing to fall back on.
Jesus said, "A foolish man built his house upon the sand. A wise man built his house upon the rock. And the rain came and the floods
rose, the house that was built upon the sand perished, but the house that was built upon the rock stood." Luke's gospel tells us that,
"The wise man dug deep and built his house upon the rock." And it is important that we lay a good foundation for our relationship with
God, and that good foundation has to be based upon proper concepts of God that are brought to us through the Word of God.
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So, God is good. I know that. I must remember that. Because that truth will be challenged by the experiences of my life. But underneath,
I know that God is good. So the psalmist begins with that basic foundation. I know that God is good, But as for me [different story], my
feet were almost gone; my steps had well-nigh slipped (Psa 73:2). I'd almost had it. I was almost nigh wiped out. I was slipping. I was
going under. For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked (Psa 73:3). We are told in the law not to covet. In
the New Testament we are told that envy is one of the works of the flesh. It is easy if I get my eyes off of God and onto people to become
envious at the prosperity of the wicked.
It would be exciting to have your own personal jet. It would be exciting to have a yacht all equipped and ready to go any time you went
down to the dock. They would salute you and bring out your chair, you know, and you would say, "I want to go to Catalina this weekend,
or let's go to Baja, or something." And just to have the whole thing where you had that kind of power and possessions. To have a
beautiful estate with manicured grounds. And you see these kind of things. And when we have a hard time paying our rent, we think,
"It's not fair that those people can spend two million dollars for a stupid painting, and I can't buy a Big Mac." And we begin to be envious
of the prosperity of the wicked. "Here I am, Lord. I love You. I go to church faithfully. I pray. I pay my vows. I am obedient. And yet, I
have this hardship. Yet, I seem to always be in trouble. Financial problems. My kids are sick. And here are these people; they don't even
think about You. They blaspheme Your name. They are ungodly. They are unrighteous. And yet, they are blessed. They are prosperous.
They have more than their heart could wish." And you start looking around at the iniquities within the world, and it is difficult to handle.
It would seem that if God is good, He would bless good people and smite the wicked.
"I was envious at the foolish when I saw the prosperity of the wicked." And then he begins to express the things that he was observing.
Yet, it must be recognized and admitted that the things that he is saying about the wicked are not always true. But Satan has a way of
putting and planting a thought in our minds and then building on it. And as he begins to build this thought in our minds, he begins to
exaggerate the thing. So we begin to make rash statements of generalization that aren't really true. But I don't want you to tell me
they're not true. I don't want you to tell me I am generalizing, because I am upset and I want to just blow the thing, you know, blow it
up bigger than it really is. And we do have a tendency when we are upset to blow the situation to a greater degree than is actually true.
But that's just one of the games that Satan plays in our minds.
There are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm. They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued as other men
(Psa 73:4-5).
Now, this is not true. Wicked people have weakness; they become sick. They become infirmed just like everybody else. Look at Howard
Hughes. Now, I don't mean to infer that he is wicked, but he didn't have any real testimony that I ever heard of real faith in trusting God.
There were bands in his death. There were years of drugs addiction. He did have troubles; he was plagued. And yet, you pick out isolated
cases and then you exaggerate that. Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; and violence covers them as a garment. Their
eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than their heart could wish. And yet these men are corrupt, they speak wickedly: they speak
loftily. They set their mouth against the heavens [they speak against God], and their tongue walketh through the earth. Therefore his
people return hither: waters of a full cup are wrung out to them (Psa 73:6-10).
They've got all they could ever wish, but yet people are always bringing them gifts and catering to them. And they say, How doth God
know? And is there knowledge in the Most High? (Psa 73:11) In other words, they deny the existence of God. Behold, these are the
ungodly, who prosper in the world; and they increase with riches (Psa 73:12).
Now the psalmist, upon looking at this and upon building this case in his mind, was led to false conclusions. And that, of course, is always
the purpose that Satan has in building up in your mind situations like this. The purpose is to lead you to false conclusions. The false
conclusion that the psalmist was led to is,
Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain (Psa 73:13), Or, it doesn't pay to try to live the right kind of a life. It doesn't pay to be good. It
doesn't pay to seek to be righteous. The wicked are the ones that get all the breaks. The wicked are the ones that have it made. It
doesn't really pay to try to live right. I have washed my hands in innocency. For all day long I am plagued, I am chastened every
morning (Psa 73:13-14). I've got problems surrounding me all the time. Now if I say, I speak thus; then I would offend against the
generation of thy children. And when I sought to know this, it was too painful for me (Psa 73:15-16);
Life does have painful experiences. And there are some things that are so painful we don't like to think about them. In fact, there are
some things that are so painful we've got to somehow put them out of our minds. "When I sought to know this, when I sought to
understand the things in my life, it was just too painful. I couldn't do it." It is wrong to think that you are going to understand
everything that happens in your life. Why it happened. We always seek and search for the rationale. Why God allowed a Christian lady to
be raped and murdered in her own home. And so we try to rationalize. You can't. There is no way we can understand that. We know that
God is good. Why God would allow that, we don't know. We can't understand that. There is no sense of trying to pretend that we do.
There are many experiences that we will face in life that we do not understand. The ways of God, or the whys of God. And so often a
person comes up and says to me, "Chuck, I don't know why God... " And I say, "Don't go any further. I don't either." I don't know the
whys of God. I am not God. I can't tell you why God allows certain things. When I was first in the ministry I was under a heavy, heavy
burden, because I felt I had to have an answer for everybody, because I was young. I had people ask me questions, and I had to have an
answer, even if I didn't know one. I had to figure one out, frame one. Under all kinds of pressure to give answers. I was trying to answer
why God was doing various things. Thank God now that I am older people don't expect me to know everything anymore. So I have a lot
of questions that people ask me and I just flatly answer, "I don't know." And it has been so comfortable since I have matured to the
place where I can answer honestly and say, "I don't know." I don't know all of the answers. Far from it. I do not know the whys of God.
It's very hard, because I do represent God to people as a minister of Jesus Christ; I seek to represent Him. And people say, "But why did
God allow this to happen to my little girl? Why did God allow this to happen to my wife?" I don't know. Painful. I seek to understand it.
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It is too painful for me.
And so the psalmist, his foot was slipping. He was almost gone. As his mind was dealing with these things, it just about wiped him out.
Until I went into the sanctuary of God; and then I saw their end (Psa 73:17).
Going into the sanctuary of God gave to him a broadened perspective, and that is always the chief value of coming into the house of
God. The chief value of gathering together with the Word of God is that we come into the consciousness of the eternal and our
perspective is broadened. Because my problem in trying to deal with the issues of my life is that I am always looking at them in the
narrow perspective of today, tomorrow and next week. The present discomfort that I feel. The present sorrow that I experience. The
present hardship that I am going through. And I am always interested in immediate relief from this present situation. From the pain or
the grief or the hurt. Whereas, when God is dealing in my life, He is dealing with the eternal in view. God is looking down into eternity,
and He is looking at the eternal values. And it is better for me to go through life maimed and enter eternity with Him than to go through
life whole and to go to hell. And because God is dealing with eternity in view, sometimes He has to take away from me that which I
count dear, that which I hold precious, in order that He might work in my life His eternal purpose and plan. But I am always looking at
just the fact that I have lost it. I don't want to lose it, you know. I wanted that. "Oh God, why did You take it away?" And God could see
what it was doing in detracting me from my walk and fellowship with Him, and thus, He removed it. Because He was interested in my
eternal well being. And when I come into the sanctuary of God, coming into the consciousness of the eternal, then I see things in a
clearer perspective. Where I see them now in the eternal. As Paul said, "We look not at the things which are seen; they are temporal.
We look at the things which are not seen, because they are eternal. And the present sufferings then are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that is going to be revealed in us. Even Jesus, who for the joy, the eternal joy that was set before Him endured the cross, even
though He despised the shame." And sometimes I am given a cross that I despise. I don't want to carry it. Father, if it is possible, let
this cup pass from me. I don't want to go through this experience. I don't want to suffer this loss. And yet, God lays it upon me, because
He is looking down to the glory that shall be revealed. He is looking down the line to the eternal benefit and welfare that He has in mind
for me in His eternal kingdom. And so the psalmist almost tripped up, until he went into the sanctuary of God and then he got the
broader view.
Surely you did set them in slippery places: you cast them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment!
They are utterly consumed with terrors (Psa 73:18-19).
This is a portion of the text that Jonathan Edwards used in his sermon, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." Perhaps one of the most
powerful sermons that has ever been preached on the American continent, by old Jonathan Edwards, a puritan. He was nearsighted,
and he had written the sermon out and he had to read it just right up close, because he was nearsighted. But that sermon was so
powerful, before he was finished, sinners were crawling down the isles, crying out in agony, begging God for mercy. "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God." He took this, "Surely though has set them in slippery places," and he likened to sinners as walking on an icy
plank over the pit of hell with nothing to hold on to. At any moment your foot is going to slip and you will be plunged on into
destruction. God is under no obligation to keep you alive. God is under no obligation to hold you up.
So the psalmist saw the end of the life of wickedness. It's not so good. It's not so pleasant. Oh, how foolish to envy them. Look what
their destiny is. How foolish to be jealous of them. Look what is in store. "They are consumed with terrors." As a dream when one
awakes; so, O Lord, when you awake, you will despise their image. Thus my heart was grieved (Psa 73:20-21),I was grieved with my
own stupidity, with my own folly. Imagine about to be tripped up over something like that.O my how foolish I was, and ignorant: I was
like a beast before you (Psa 73:22). That is, without reasoning capacities, without logic. I was just like an animal with no reasoning
capacities. For nevertheless [here I was envious of them, but they are devoid of you,] I am with you continually: you hold me by my
right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and at the end you're going to receive me into glory (Psa 73:23-24). Oh, what a wonderful
life I really have. God is with me, holding me by the right hand, guiding me with His counsel. And when I get to the end of the road, He
is going to receive me into glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee? There is none on earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my
heart fails: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: thou hast
destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. But it's good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in Jehovah God, that I
may declare all thy works (Psa 73:25-28). The psalmist almost slipped, but he discovered that the wicked was the one who was really
in slippery places. Not him.
Psalm 74:1-23 (KJV)
1 O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture? 2 Remember thy
congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou
hast dwelt. 3 Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary. 4 Thine
enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs. 5 A man was famous according as he had lifted up
axes upon the thick trees. 6 But now they break down the carved work thereof at once with axes and hammers. 7 They have cast fire
into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground. 8 They said in their hearts, Let us
destroy them together: they have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. 9 We see not our signs: there is no more any
prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long. 10 O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy
blaspheme thy name for ever? 11 Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand? pluck it out of thy bosom. 12 For God is my
King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. 13 Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the
dragons in the waters. 14 Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the
wilderness. 15 Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood: thou driedst up mighty rivers. 16 The day is thine, the night also is thine:
thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 17 Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: thou hast made summer and winter.

Thought For The Day

Page 6

6

18. Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O LORD, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name. 19 O deliver
not the soul of thy turtledove unto the multitude of the wicked: forget not the congregation of thy poor for ever. 20 Have respect
unto the covenant: for the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. 21 O let not the oppressed return ashamed:
let the poor and needy praise thy name. 22 Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee
daily. 23 Forget not the voice of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increaseth continually.
Psalm 74 is one of those psalms where the psalmist again is speaking of the desolation that is come, and the apparent quietness of
God in the face of the desolation. God didn't do anything to stop it. God has allowed this desolation, and God's hand is not yet seen,
as far as the delivering of the people.
O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? Why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of your pasture? Remember thy
congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, where you
have dwelt. Lift up your feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary. For thine
enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs. A man was famous according to as he had lifted
up axes upon the thick trees. But now they are breaking down the carved work thereof at once with axes and hammers (Psa 74:1-6).
And so he speaks of the desolation that had come to the house of God. How they had taken the axe and the hammers and had
destroyed the beautiful carved works that were there in the sanctuary of God. And how,
They then set it on fire, and they defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground (Psa 74:7).
And so the holy of holies was cast down.
They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned up all of the synagogues of God in the land. We see not our
signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knows how long (Psa 74:8-9).
We don't know how long this desolation is gonna go on.
O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever? Why do you withdraw your hand, even
your right hand? pluck it out of your bosom, Lord (Psa 74:10-11).
Get busy God, help us.
For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. You did divide the sea by your strength: you broke the heads of
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and you have prepared the light and the sun. You have set all the borders of the earth: you have made summer and winter.
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O Jehovah, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name. O deliver not
the soul of your turtledove unto the multitude of the wicked: forget not the congregation of the poor for ever. Have respect unto the
covenant: for the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. O let not the oppressed return ashamed: let the poor
and needy praise thy name. Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the foolish man reproaches thee daily. Forget not
the voice of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increases continually (Psa 74:12-23).
And so the psalmist crying out unto God because of the desolations of the temples, the synagogues, by the enemies, the oppression
of God's people.
Psalm 75:1-10 (KJV)
1 Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we give thanks: for that thy name is near thy wondrous works declare. 2 When
I shall receive the congregation I will judge uprightly. 3 The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolved: I bear up the pillars
of it. Selah. 4 I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly: and to the wicked, Lift not up the horn: 5 Lift not up your horn on high: speak
not with a stiff neck. 6 For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. 7 But God is the judge: he
putteth down one, and setteth up another. 8 For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and
he poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them. 9 But I will
declare for ever; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 10 All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the
righteous shall be exalted.
Psalm 75:
Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we give thanks: for that thy name is near thy wondrous works declare. When I
shall receive the congregation I will judge uprightly (Psa 75:1-2). This is, of course, God answering now. The earth and all the
inhabitants thereof are dissolved: I bear up the pillars of it (Psa 75:3).
And so many times in the psalms, we find God's response to the cry of the psalmist. And it is always a beautiful thing when God
responds directly to the prayer, to the cry. This happens in many psalms. Psalm 32, Psalm75, Psalm 91, where God Himself responds.
I said to the fools, Deal not foolishly: and to the wicked, Lift not up the horn: Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff
neck. For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge: and he puts down
one, and sets up another (Psa 75:4-7).
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used to sprinkle the blood. When in Egypt they were to sprinkle the blood upon the lentils of the doorposts of the house, they used
that pastored the church prior to his moving there advertised that they were going to give a baby chick to everyone that came to
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go to church. And, of course, everybody was rejoicing and praising the Lord that her husband finally consented to go to church. So the
next week when the pastor saw this lady, he said, "Well, how did your husband enjoy the service?" And she said, "Oh pastor, when we
came up to the door, they were having so much problem passing the chicks out, someone asked him if he wouldn't help pass out chicks.
And so he never did get into the service. He spent the whole time passing out chicks."
How tragic when we try to promote God, or to promote the work of God, or even try to promote ourselves. God said, "Promotion
doesn't come from east, the west, from the south, God is the judge. He is the one that raises up and he is the one that puts down." And
oh, that we would learn to just let the Lord do the promotion if He so desires. That we would not try to promote ourselves or the work
of God. For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and he pours out the same: but the dregs
thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them. But I will declare for ever; I will sing praises to the God of
Jacob. All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted (Psa 75:8-10).
God's cup of wrath, the wine is red. In the book of Revelation we read also of that wine cup of God's wrath in chapter 14, where we
read, "The third angel followed them saying with a loud voice, 'If any man worship the beast, his image, receive his mark in his
forehead or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his
indignation, and shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb." That
wine of the fierceness of God's wrath that is to be poured out upon the earth. And so referred to here in the psalm, and also made
mention of in the Revelation.
Psalm 76:1-12 (KJV)
1 In Judah is God known: his name is great in Israel. 2 In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion. 3 There brake he
the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle. Selah. 4 Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of
prey. 5 The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep: and none of the men of might have found their hands. 6 At thy rebuke,
O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. 7 Thou, even thou, art to be feared: and who may stand in thy
sight when once thou art angry? 8 Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared, and was still, 9 When God
arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the earth. Selah. 10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt
thou restrain. 11 Vow, and pay unto the LORD your God: let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be
feared. 12 He shall cut off the spirit of princes: he is terrible to the kings of the earth.
Psalm 76:
In Judah is God known: his name is great in Israel (Psa 76:1). Judah, of course, was the southern kingdom. Israel was the northern
kingdom. In Salem also is his tabernacle [that would be Jerusalem], and his dwelling place in mount Zion. And there brake he the
arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle. Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey. The
stout-hearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep: and none of the men of might have found their hands. At thy rebuke, O God of
Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. Thou, even thou, are to be feared: and who may stand in thy sight when
once you are angry? Thou did cause judgment to be heard from heaven; and the earth feared, and was still, When God arose to
judgment, to save the meek of the earth. Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. Vow,
and pay unto the LORD your God: let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared. He shall cut off the
spirit of the princes: he is awesome to the kings of the earth (Psa 76:2-12).
Psalm 77:1-20 (KJV)
1 I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice; and he gave ear unto me. 2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord:
my sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be comforted. 3 I remembered God, and was troubled: I complained, and
my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah. 4 Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 5 I have considered the
days of old, the years of ancient times. 6 I call to remembrance my song in the night: I commune with mine own heart: and my spirit
made diligent search. 7 Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be favourable no more? 8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his
promise fail for evermore? 9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? Selah. 10 And I said, This
is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right hand of the most High. 11 I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I
will remember thy wonders of old. 12 I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. 13 Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary:
who is so great a God as our God? 14 Thou art the God that doest wonders: thou hast declared thy strength among the people. 15 Thou
hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah. 16 The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee;
they were afraid: the depths also were troubled. 17 The clouds poured out water: the skies sent out a sound: thine arrows also went
abroad. 18 The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook. 19 Thy way is
in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known. 20 Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of
Moses and Aaron.
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Psalm 77: I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice; and he gave ear unto me (Psa 77:1). Now notice in the
seventy-seventh psalm how the first part of it is centered around I. You might find it beneficial to underline every time he refers to my
or I. The whole first part centers around I. "I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice. And He gave ear unto me." In
the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: my sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be comforted. I remembered God,
and was troubled: I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so troubled that I cannot speak.
I have considered the days of old, the years of ancient times. I call to remembrance my song in the night: I commune with mine own
heart: and my spirit made diligent search. Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be favorable no more? Is his mercy clean gone for
ever? doth his promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? (Psa 77:2-9)
When my attention is always on myself, I do lose that consciousness of God and it does seem that I am apart from Him. And I said, This
is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High. I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will
remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings (Psa 77:10-12). And now he gets turned
around in verse 12, as he begins now to refer to God, "Thy work and Thy doings." And thus, the psalm ends in a brighter note than it
begins, because now the emphasis is taken off of me and put upon God.
How many times they say prayer changes things, and I believe this, but how many times prayer changes me and changes my attitudes.
While I'm in prayer, God is working and changing my heart and my attitude. We had a friend in Huntington Beach who was an
alcoholic. And the family was always in an uproar. He would get to drinking and just everything would break lose. And there were
always the threats of divorce and threats of everything. So one night, the doorbell rang. I went to the door, and here he stood. And he
said, "I need help. My wife is going to leave me. My family doesn't love me. And I just had a big fight, tore the phone off of the wall and
all. And I need help. I need God. But there is no one who will pray me through." Well, I didn't know what he meant to pray him through,
what he was trying to pray through. He said, "No one will just pray with me long enough." And so I accepted that as a challenge. So I
said, "Let's go over to the church." We were living right next door to it at the time. And I said, "I will pray with you just as long as you
need prayer." So he went over, we went over together, actually, and of course he smelled like a brewery itself. And we knelt down and
he began to pray. I knelt beside him and I began to pray. But I was listening to his prayer. And it was, "Oh God, You know how they
haven't been treating me right. You know, Lord, how they are so mean to me, and they don't understand me." It was just, "Lord, You
know them and how bad they have been," and so forth. And he went on for an hour telling the Lord how bad the family was and how
mistreated he was and how unfortunate and everything. And after an hour I noticed there came a change in the prayer. "God, my life is
really messed up. Lord, I haven't been serving You. I know I should serve You. God, I am sorry that I haven't been serving You, and I
have failed You, God. And I repent, Lord, and I am sorry." And I thought, "All right, now we are getting somewhere." We finally have
prayed through, and I found out what his praying through all of the garbage that he had in his heart towards the family. Now he began
to deal with the issues of his own heart. And after about an hour of praying this way, then his prayers changed again, and they were
sort of, "Oh Lord, I thank You for Your help. Lord, I thank You that You love me. Lord, I thank You. Father, thank You." And then pretty
soon he was sleeping.
So I went back to the office and got a blanket and I covered him and I went home. And when I got home, my wife said, "Well, how did
it go?" And I said, "Well, I don't know for sure, but I left him sleeping in the Lord." And I relayed to her how there was an obvious
change in the whole tone of his prayer which sounded good. Next morning I went over to the church and he was already gone, so I still
didn't know how it went. But that evening at five o'clock, the doorbell rang again, and there he was spruced up suit, looking great, and
he says, "What time does church start this evening anyhow?" God did a real work, a change in his life. But it was when he got his eyes
off of himself and onto God that God began to work. And that is always true. We need to get our eyes off of ourselves, off of our
situation, off of our problem. We are so self-centered. And it's usually reflected so much in our prayers, "I, I, I, I, I, me, me, me." But
when we can get our eyes off of ourselves and begin to focus on God, that is when God can really work. Before I was born, my cousin
died of spinal meningitis, who lived just two blocks away from my family in Ventura, or from where my family was building their new
home. And my sister evidently was exposed by her cousin, and she too had spinal meningitis, and for all apparent signals had died. She
had gone into convulsions, her eyes rolled back in her head, her jaw locked, she ceased breathing. My mother had been a lifelong
Baptist. But on the way to the Baptist church, she was passing by a Pentecostal church where she used to sometimes stop in and enjoy
their services and didn't make it always to the Baptist church, because it was two blocks further up the street. And when she saw her
little daughter lying there in that rigid position, she knew it was too late for doctors to help, and she went running up the street to this
Pentecostal church, because she knew that they knew how to really pray. The parsonage was next door to the church and she went up
and rapped on the door, and when the minister came, she held her daughter. She was hysterical and she said, "My baby, my baby. I
need God to heal my baby." And so she laid my sister's stiff body on the floor and as she was just really hysterically crying out to the
Lord, the pastor, Dr. Mitzner, said to her, "Young lady, get your eyes off of your baby and get your eyes on Jesus, and just begin to
worship Jesus and praise the Lord." My father had come in from the pool hall, where he spent most of his time. And when my mother
wasn't there... they were living in a hotel while their home was being built, the Fasno Hotel there in Ventura. He said to some people in
the lobby, "Have you seen my wife?" And a nurse said, "Yes, Mr. Smith. Your little girl, I think, is dead, and she went running up the
street I think to the church." And so my dad took off for the church, intending to beat up on the minister and grab his daughter and get
her to some competent help. But when he saw her lying there, he realized that she was beyond man's help, and he just fell down on his
knees and began to cry out to God. The pastor kept encouraging my mother, "Get your eyes off of your little girl. Get your eyes on the
Lord." And she began to turn her eyes upon the Lord. She began to worship the Lord and she said, "Lord, if You will just give me my
little girl back again, I will give my life to You. I will serve You the rest of my life. I will minister; I will do anything You ask me to do,
God. I'll be Your servant the rest of my life, but give me my daughter back." And with that, my sister regained consciousness, was
instantly healed completely. They took her home, and she was just laughing and just completely well.
Two months later, I was born in the Big Sisters Hospital in Ventura. When the doctors came in and told my mother, "You have a baby
boy," she closed her eyes and said, "Lord, I will fulfill my vow to You through my son." My dad went down the hallway of the hospital
saying, "Praise the Lord. It's a boy!" And so I grew up in a godly environment.
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But the importance of getting your eyes off of yourself and on the Lord. How it changes the whole situation. I'll tell you, you get your
eyes on yourself and your surrounding circumstances and you can go down fast. There is no quicker way to sink than to get your eyes
on the waves and on your surrounding circumstances, upon yourself. But you get your eyes upon the Lord and you can walk on water.
So the psalmist began, eyes on himself. "I, I, me, my, me, I, I." But then he turns in the middle of the psalm and now the attention is
towards the Lord. And thus, the psalm ends in a note of victory.
Thou art the God that doest wonders: thou hast declared thy strength among the people. Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy
people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee; they were afraid: the depths also were
troubled. The clouds poured out water: the skies sent out a sound: thine arrows also went abroad. The voice of thy thunder was in the
heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook. Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in great waters, and thy
footsteps are not known. Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron (Psa 77:14-20).
(Through The Bible c 2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Bible commentaries,1979-1986)

Faith’s Checkbook; Charles Spurgeon
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Covered and Protected
"He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust: His Truth shall be thy shield and buckler" (Psalm 91:4).

A condescending simile indeed! Just as a hen protects her brood and allows them to nestle under her wings, so will the LORD defend
His people and permit them to hide away in Him. Have we not seen the little chicks peeping out from under the mother's feathers?
Have we not heard their little cry of contented joy? In this way let us shelter ourselves in our God and feel overflowing peace in
knowing that He is guarding us. While the LORD covers us, we trust. It would be strange if we did not. How can we distrust when
Jehovah Himself becomes house and home, refuge and rest to us? This done, we go out to war in His name and enjoy the same
guardian care. We need shield and buckler, and when we implicitly trust God, even as the chick trusts the hen, we find His truth arming
us from head to foot. The LORD cannot lie; He must be faithful to His people; His promise must stand. This sure truth is all the shield we
need. Behind it we defy the fiery darts of the enemy. Come, my soul, hide under those great wings, lose thyself among those soft
feathers! How happy thou art!

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 838-839)
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