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Lord, I ask You to please forgive me for the times I've been an unfaithful friend. I know there have been
times in my life when I gossiped and talked about people who were supposed to be my close friends. And I
didn't stop there. Rather than confess what I did and ask for forgiveness, I tried to cover it up by acting like
I hadn't done anything wrong. I am so sorry for what I have done. Please forgive me for lying. Please forgive
me for being a phony in my relationships. I don't ever want to do this again, so I ask You to help me walk in
truthfulness, integrity, and in genuine agape love. I ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen………..
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Psalm 104:1-35 (AMP)
1 BLESS (AFFECTIONATELY, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, You are very great! You are clothed with honor and
majesty— 2 [You are the One] Who covers Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain or a
tent, 3 Who lays the beams of the upper room of His abode in the waters [above the firmament], Who makes the clouds His chariot,
Who walks on the wings of the wind, 4 Who makes winds His messengers, flames of fire His ministers. 5 You laid the foundations of
the earth, that it should not be moved forever. 6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the
mountains. 7 At Your rebuke they fled; at the voice of Your thunder they hastened away. 8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down
to the place which You appointed for them. 9 You have set a boundary [for the waters] which they may not pass over, that they turn
not again to deluge the earth. 10 He sends forth springs into the valleys; their waters run among the mountains. 11 They give drink to
every [wild] beast of the field; the wild asses quench their thirst there. 12 Beside them the birds of the heavens have their nests; they
sing among the branches. 13 He waters the mountains from His upper rooms; the earth is satisfied and abounds with the fruit of His
works. 14 He causes vegetation to grow for the cattle, and all that the earth produces for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth
food out of the earth— 15 And wine that gladdens the heart of man, to make his face shine more than oil, and bread to support,
refresh, and strengthen man's heart. 16 The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly and are filled with sap, the cedars of Lebanon
which He has planted, 17 Where the birds make their nests; as for the stork, the fir trees are her house. 18 The high mountains are for
the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the conies and badgers. 19 [The Lord] appointed the moon for the seasons; the sun knows
[the exact time of] its setting. 20 You [O Lord] make darkness and it becomes night, in which creeps forth every wild beast of the
forest. 21 The young lions roar after their prey and seek their food from God. 22 When the sun arises, they withdraw themselves and
lie down in their dens. 23 Man goes forth to his work and remains at his task until evening. 24 O Lord, how many and varied are Your
works! In wisdom have You made them all; the earth is full of Your riches and Your creatures. 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, in
which are swarms of innumerable creeping things, creatures both small and great. 26 There go the ships of the sea, and Leviathan
(the sea monster), which You have formed to sport in it. 27 These all wait and are dependent upon You, that You may give them their
food in due season. 28 When You give it to them, they gather it up; You open Your hand, and they are filled with good things. 29
When You hide Your face, they are troubled and dismayed; when You take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 30
When You send forth Your Spirit and give them breath, they are created, and You replenish the face of the ground. 31 May the glory of
the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in His works— 32 Who looks on the earth, and it quakes and trembles, Who touches the
mountains, and they smoke! 33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have any being. 34 May my
meditation be sweet to Him; as for me, I will rejoice in the Lord. 35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no
more. Bless (affectionately, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul! Praise the Lord! (Hallelujah!)
Psalm 104
And thus he begins the hundred and fourth psalm,
Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great; you are clothed with honor and majesty: You have covered yourself
with light as with a garment: who stretched out the heaven like a curtain (Psa 104:1-2):
I love this picturesque kind of speech. God covers Himself with light. The scripture speaks of God as dwelling in a light,
unapproachable. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and the light," and who stretched out the heavens, like a curtain. I have always
had an interest in astronomy. I've always loved looking up into the skies out in the desert where you are surrounded by the desert
darkness. And where the stars form a beautify canopy overhead. I love to think of the vastness of the universe. I love to take the
telescope and look at the planets and the galaxies. And realize the vastness of this universe in which we live. And then to think of this
psalm, that God stretched it all out like a curtain.
Who laid the beams of the chambers in the waters: who made the clouds his chariot: who walks upon the wings of the wind: Who
makes his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire: Who laid the foundations of the earth that it should not be removed for ever.
Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: and the waters stood above the mountains (Psa 104:3-6).
He's talking here about the flood that He sent.
At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. They go up to the mountains; they go down by the valleys into
the place which you have founded for them. For you have set a bound that they may not pass over; that they turn not again to cover
the earth (Psa 104:7-9).
And so God has set the boundaries for the oceans that they will never again cover the earth as they once did during the time of the
flood and during the time before God brought the dry land out from a water-covered planet.
He sent the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills. They give drink to every beast of the field: and the wild donkeys
quench their thirst. And by them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the branches. He waters the
hills from his chambers: and the earth is satisfied with the fruit of they works. He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and the
vegetables for the service of men: that he may bring forth food out of the earth; And wine that makes glad the heart of man, and oil to
make his face shine, and bread to strengthen man's heart (Psa 104:10-15).
That's, of course, that good wheat bread that they made; fresh ground wheat, still had vitamin E in tact, which is very important for
the strengthening of man's heart. The trees of the LORD are full of sap (Psa 104:16); That is, they are fresh. They are vibrant.
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the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted; Where the birds make their nests: as the stork, the fir trees are her house. The high hills
are a refuge for the wild goats; and the rocks for the conies (Psa 104:16-18).
The little rabbit kind of an animal.
He appointed the moon for seasons: and the sun knoweth his going down. You make darkness, and it is night: wherein all the beasts of
the forest do creep forth. The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from God. The sun arises, they gather themselves
together, and lay them down in their dens. Man goes forth unto his work and to his labor until the evening. O LORD, how manifold are
all thy works! in wisdom you have made them all: and the earth is full of thy riches (Psa 104:19-24).
Now, man in that day was much closer to nature than we are. And I think being much closer to nature, had a keener insight many
times into spiritual things. I believe that a person who is close to nature is close to God, close to God's creation. We live in a plastic
society. We live in a world that is filled with man's works. And we become so enamored with the works of man that so often we lose
sight of the works of God. The result of man's works: the automobiles, the combustion engines, the jet aircraft, the fossil fuel electrical
plants, and so forth. You see by these things, the works of man's hands, we've so polluted the skies that we don't see the blueness of
the sky much any more. We don't see the stars so much any more. We've got man's lights as we go outside that hide the stars, that
diminish the brightness of the stars, as far as our visible eyes are concerned. Polluted air. And thus, we're not overawed walking out
into the night as they were. We're not so conscious of the stars as they were. We've got all of these asphalt highways, all of these
subdivisions, house joined upon house, and now condominiums and townhouses to where we have very little green space. So we're not
so conscious of the trees and the flowers, the vegetation, the works of God's hands. But these people living in an agrarian culture,
living close to nature, living in, living under the blue skies, and the clear skies, far more conscious of God and of God's creative acts,
and God's creative power. And unfortunately, we lose sight of these things. That's why it's good to take a vacation and get out in the
wilds if you can, get out in the desert or get out in the mountains. Get out among the trees, get out among the rivers and the lakes, get
out in nature. Come in tune with nature again, the works of God, the works of God's hands, and then again comes that reverence and
that awe as I behold the works of God in nature.
And so the psalmist here... it's a beautiful psalm, Psalm 104, as he speaks of all of these things. The observations of nature, the fowls,
the stork, the bird, the trees, the donkeys, the springs, the flowers, the goats, the conies, the moon and the sun. All of the things of
nature.
O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom you have made them all (Psa 104:24):
For you see the wisdom of God in the design of a leaf, in the design of a deer or the animals, their capacities.
the earth is full of thy riches. So is this great and wide sea, wherein there are creeping innumerable [things that are creeping], both
small and great beasts. Where the ships sail: and there is the leviathan (Psa 104:24-26),
Some think that that is a reference to the whales.
who thou hast made to play therein. These all wait all upon thee; that you may give them their meat in due season. That which you
give them they gather: and you open your hand, and they are filled with good. And you hide your face, and they are troubled: you take
away their breath, and they die, and return to their dust (Psa 104:26-29).
How dependent we are upon God. God takes away our breath; we die.
You send forth thy spirit, they are created: and you renew the face of the earth. The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD
shall rejoice in his works. He looks on the earth, and it trembles: he touches the hills, and they smoke. I will sing unto the LORD as long
as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD (Psa
104:30-34).
Having observed nature and the hand of God in nature, and the marvelous wisdom of God and the glory of God as He has expressed in
nature it brings forth a song in the heart of the psalmist. A song unto the Lord, singing praises, the meditation of Him shall be sweet. I
will be glad in the Lord. Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul.
Praise ye the LORD (Psa 104:35).
Psalm 105:1-45 (AMP)
1 O GIVE thanks unto the Lord, call upon His name, make known His doings among the peoples! 2 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him;
meditate on and talk of all His marvelous deeds and devoutly praise them. 3 Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those rejoice who
seek and require the Lord [as their indispensable necessity]. 4 Seek, inquire of and for the Lord, and crave Him and His strength (His
might and inflexibility to temptation); seek and require His face and His presence [continually] evermore. 5 [Earnestly] remember the
marvelous deeds that He has done, His miracles and wonders, the judgments and sentences which He pronounced [upon His enemies,
as in Egypt]. 6 O you offspring of Abraham His servant, you children of Jacob, His chosen ones, 7 He is the Lord our God; His judgments
are in all the earth. 8 He is [earnestly] mindful of His covenant and forever it is imprinted on His heart, the word which He commanded
and established to a thousand generations, 9 The covenant which He made with Abraham, and His sworn promise to Isaac, 10 Which
He confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 11 Saying, Unto you will I give the land of Canaan as your
measured portion, possession, and inheritance. 12 When they were but a few men in number, in fact, very few, and were temporary
residents and strangers in it, 13 When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people,
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Psalm 105:1-45 (AMP)
14 He allowed no man to do them wrong; in fact, He reproved kings for their sakes, 15 Saying, Touch not My anointed, and do My
prophets no harm. 16 Moreover, He called for a famine upon the land [of Egypt]; He cut off every source of bread. 17 He sent a man
before them, even Joseph, who was sold as a servant. 18 His feet they hurt with fetters; he was laid in chains of iron and his soul entered
into the iron, 19 Until his word [to his cruel brothers] came true, until the word of the Lord tried and tested him. 20 The king sent and
loosed him, even the ruler of the peoples, and let him go free. 21 He made Joseph lord of his house and ruler of all his substance, 22 To
bind his princes at his pleasure and teach his elders wisdom. 23 Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 24
There [the Lord] greatly increased His people and made them stronger than their oppressors. 25 He turned the hearts [of the Egyptians]
to hate His people, to deal craftily with His servants. 26 He sent Moses His servant, and Aaron, whom He had chosen. 27 They showed His
signs among them, wonders and miracles in the land of Ham (Egypt). 28 He sent [thick] darkness and made the land dark, and they
[God's two servants] rebelled not against His word. 29 He turned [Egypt's] waters into blood and caused their fish to die. 30 Their land
brought forth frogs in abundance, even in the chambers of their kings. 31 He spoke, and there came swarms of beetles and flies and
mosquitoes and lice in all their borders. 32 He gave them hail for rain, with lightning like flaming fire in their land. 33 He smote their
vines also and their fig trees and broke the [ice-laden] trees of their borders. 34 He spoke, and the locusts came, and the grasshoppers,
and that without number, 35 And ate up all the vegetation in their land and devoured the fruit of their ground. 36 He smote also all the
firstborn in their land, the beginning and chief substance of all their strength. 37 He brought [Israel] forth also with silver and gold, and
there was not one feeble person among their tribes. 38 Egypt was glad when they departed, for the fear of them had fallen upon the
people. 39 The Lord spread a cloud for a covering [by day], and a fire to give light in the night. 40 [The Israelites] asked, and He brought
quails and satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; it ran in the dry places like a river. 42
For He [earnestly] remembered His holy word and promise to Abraham His servant. 43 And He brought forth His people with joy, and His
chosen ones with gladness and singing, 44 And gave them the lands of the nations [of Canaan], and they reaped the fruits of those
peoples' labor, 45 That they might observe His statutes and keep His laws [hearing, receiving, loving, and obeying them]. Praise the
Lord! (Hallelujah!)
Psalm 105:
O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people. Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk of
all of his wondrous works (Psa 105:1-2).
Now we are exhorted here to several things. First of all, we are exhorted to give thanks to the Lord. Secondly, we are exhorted to call
upon His name. And thirdly, we're exhorted to share the work of God among people. In the first verse, three exhortations: to give thanks,
to call upon Him, and to share His truth among people. Then in the second verse, further exhortation: sing unto Him, sing psalms to Him,
and talk of all of His wondrous works.
God loves you to just talk about Him. In fact, there's a scripture that indicates that God eavesdrops whenever you talk about Him. "And
they that love the Lord did speak of Him one to another and God kept a record of it. And they shall be accounted as His jewels in that day
when He makes up His treasure" (Malachi 3:16-17). People just talking about the Lord, talk about His wondrous works.
And then further exhortations:
Glory in his holy name (Psa 105:3):
And then rejoice,
let the heart of them that seek the LORD rejoice (Psa 105:3).
And then we are commanded,
Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore (Psa 105:4).
And then,
Remember his marvelous works that he has done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth (Psa 105:5);
So all of these exhortations in five verses. Things that we are to do. So whenever you're just sitting around thinking, "What shall I do?"
Turn to Psalm 105, and you'll have a lot of things that you can do. Things that you'll find will be a very great blessing to you, benefit to
you, as you follow these exhortations. O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen. He is Jehovah our God: his
judgments are in all the earth. He has remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.
Which covenant he made with Abraham, his oath to Isaac; And confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting
covenant: Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance (Psa 105:6-11): Now notice the covenant of God
has been established with Abraham; He declared it by an oath to Isaac; He confirmed the same to Jacob. So that you wonder about the
right of the land of Israel, who it belongs to. By an everlasting covenant God said, swearing to Abraham and to Isaac and confirming it to
Jacob, "Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan and the lot of your inheritance." God swore this to them when they were but few in
number, very few. In fact, they were strangers in the land when God said, "Look around. As far as you can see to the north, east, south,
and west, I've given it to you." And from the top of Bethel God said to Jacob, "Look, Jacob, all around. For I have given you this land." He
said the same to Abraham at the same place.
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They were just sojourners roaming around in the land as nomads, as Bedouins. Taking their tent and pitching it and grazing out an area
and then moving on. And yet, the land was all theirs. It had been promised to them by God.
And God would allow no man to do them wrong: in fact, he even reproved kings for their sakes (Psa 105:14);
Going back to the history of Abraham. How Abimelech the king and the Pharaoh were reproved by God for the sake of Abraham.
As God said, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm (Psa 105:15).
God protects His anointed and His prophets.
Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: he broke the whole staff of bread. He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was
sold as a servant: his feet were hurt with the fetters: he was laid in iron: Until the time that his word came: and the word of the LORD
tried him. And the king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free. He made him the lord of his house, and
the ruler over all of his substance (Psa 105:16-21):
And so now the psalmist does what the Israelis always love to do, the rehearsal of their history. Steven in the book of Acts rehearsed
the history for the people. Now the psalmist here is rehearsing a part of their glorious history, how that God preserved them when the
famine came into the land by sending Joseph ahead of them down into Egypt to prepare the food for them so that they'd have food
during the time of the famine. And God made Joseph the lord over the house of the Pharaoh and the ruler of all of his substance.
To bind his princes at his pleasure; and to teach his senators wisdom (Psa 105:22).
So Joseph was second in command; he could bind the princes of Egypt and he taught the senators wisdom.
Israel also came to Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. And he increased his people greatly; and made them stronger than
their enemies. He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilely with his servants. He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom
he had chosen. They showed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham. He sent the darkness, and they rebelled not
against his word. He turned their waters into blood, and he killed their fish. Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in the
chambers of their kings (Psa 105:23-30).
Frogs in the king's bed and in the kneading troughs of their dough.
He spake, and there came forth divers sorts of flies [all kinds of different flies], and lice in all of their coasts. And he gave them hail for
rain, flaming fire in their land. He smote their vines also, their fig trees; he broke the trees of their coasts. He spake, and the locusts
came, and the caterpillars, and that without number, and they did eat up all the vegetables in their land, and devoured the fruit of the
ground. He smote also the firstborn in their land, the chief of their strength. He brought them forth also with silver and gold (Psa
105:31-37):
That is, now He brought His people forth with silver and gold,
and there was not one feeble person among their tribes. Egypt was glad when they departed (Psa 105:37-38):
I can imagine... tired of the flies and the lice and the frogs and the caterpillars and the locusts.
He spread a cloud for a covering (Psa 105:39);
Now that cloud by which they were led was more than just something to lead them. It was a covering. They were going through this hot
wilderness area. And so what did God do? He put the cloud above them to give them shade, a covering. Not only when the cloud moved
was it God's indication for them to move, they followed under the shadow of the cloud. God used it as a covering over them. And when
necessary, God brought it down and made it fog behind them to keep the Egyptians from knowing what was going on as they escaped
through the Red Sea. The cloud that led them went behind them and settled down and was a thick fog to the Egyptians. So God used
the cloud for many purposes. A covering.
the fire to give them light in the evening (Psa 105:39).
So they could go out at night with the light of the fire of God above them.
And the people asked, and he brought quails, and he satisfied them with the bread from heaven (Psa 105:40).
The manna that He had given. He opened the rock, and waters gushed out; and they ran in the dry places like a river. For he
remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant. And he brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness: And he
gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited the labor of the people (Psa 105:41-44); He brought them into this land and
actually they took over the vineyards and the orchards and all of the people that were there. They inherited all of the rock walls and
everything that the people had made. That they might observe his statutes, and keep his laws. Praise ye the LORD (Psa 105:45).
In the Hebrew that is, "Hallelujah. Praise ye Jehovah."
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Psalm 106:1-48 (AMP)
1 PRAISE THE Lord! (Hallelujah!) O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever! 2 Who can
put into words and tell the mighty deeds of the Lord? Or who can show forth all the praise [that is due Him]? 3 Blessed (happy, fortunate,
to be envied) are those who observe justice [treating others fairly] and who do right and are in right standing with God at all times. 4
[Earnestly] remember me, O Lord, when You favor Your people! O visit me also when You deliver them, and grant me Your salvation!— 5
That I may see and share the welfare of Your chosen ones, that I may rejoice in the gladness of Your nation, that I may glory with Your
heritage. 6 We have sinned, as did also our fathers; we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly. 7 Our fathers in Egypt
understood not nor appreciated Your miracles; they did not [earnestly] remember the multitude of Your mercies nor imprint Your lovingkindness [on their hearts], but they were rebellious and provoked the Lord at the sea, even at the Red Sea. 8 Nevertheless He saved them
for His name's sake [to prove the righteousness of the divine character], that He might make His mighty power known. 9 He rebuked the
Red Sea also, and it dried up; so He led them through the depths as through a pastureland. 10 And He saved them from the hand of him
that hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the [Egyptian] enemy. 11 And the waters covered their adversaries; not one of
them was left. 12 Then [Israel] believed His words [trusting in, relying on them]; they sang His praise. 13 But they hastily forgot His
works; they did not [earnestly] wait for His plans [to develop] regarding them, 14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness and tempted
and tried to restrain God [with their insistent desires] in the desert. 15 And He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their souls
and [thinned their numbers by] disease and death. 16 They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron [the high priest], the holy one of
the Lord. 17 Therefore the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan and closed over the company of Abiram. 18 And a fire broke out in
their company; the flame burned up the wicked. 19 They made a calf in Horeb and worshiped a molten image. 20 Thus they exchanged
Him Who was their Glory for the image of an ox that eats grass [they traded their Honor for the image of a calf]! 21 They forgot God their
Savior, Who had done such great things in Egypt, 22 Wonders and miracles in the land of Ham, dreadful and awesome things at the Red
Sea. 23 Therefore He said He would destroy them. [And He would have done so] had not Moses, His chosen one, stepped into the breach
before Him to turn away His threatening wrath. 24 Then they spurned and despised the pleasant and desirable land [Canaan]; they
believed not His word [neither trusting in, relying on, nor holding to it]; 25 But they murmured in their tents and hearkened not to the
voice of the Lord. 26 Therefore He lifted up His hand [as if taking an oath] against them, that He would cause them to fall in the
wilderness, 27 Cast out their descendants among the nations, and scatter them in the lands [of the earth]. 28 They joined themselves also
to the [idol] Baal of Peor and ate sacrifices [offered] to the lifeless [gods]. 29 Thus they provoked the Lord to anger with their practices,
and a plague broke out among them. 30 Then stood up Phinehas [the priest] and executed judgment, and so the plague was stayed. 31
And that was credited to him for righteousness (right doing and right standing with God) to all generations forever. 32 They angered the
Lord also at the waters of Meribah, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes; 33 For they provoked [Moses'] spirit, so that he spoke
unadvisedly with his lips. 34 They did not destroy the [heathen] nations as the Lord commanded them, 35 But mingled themselves with
the [idolatrous] nations and learned their ways and works 36 And served their idols, which were a snare to them. 37 Yes, they sacrificed
their sons and their daughters to demons 38 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they
sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land was polluted with their blood. 39 Thus were they defiled by their own works, and they
played the harlot and practiced idolatry with their own deeds [of idolatrous rites]. 40 Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled against
His people, insomuch that He abhorred and rejected His own heritage. 41 And He gave them into the hands of the [heathen] nations, and
they that hated them ruled over them. 42 Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under the hand of
their foes. 43 Many times did [God] deliver them, but they were rebellious in their counsel and sank low through their iniquity. 44
Nevertheless He regarded their distress when He heard their cry; 45 And He [earnestly] remembered for their sake His covenant and
relented their sentence of evil [comforting and easing Himself] according to the abundance of His mercy and loving-kindness [when they
cried out to Him]. 46 He also caused [Israel] to find sympathy among those who had carried them away captive. 47 Deliver us, O Lord our
God, and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks to Your holy name and glory in praising You. 48 Blessed
(affectionately and gratefully praised) be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! And let all the people say, Amen!
Praise the Lord! (Hallelujah!)
Psalm 106:
Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. Who can utter the mighty acts of the
LORD? Who can show forth all his praise? Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness at all times. Remember
me, O LORD, with the favor that you bear unto thy people: O visit me with thy salvation; That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I
may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance (Psa 106:1-5).
Now, in Psalm 105 he rehearses their history with the emphasis upon God. God promising the land, God bringing them into the land.
Psalm 106 is another rehearsal of their history, but it's an emphasis now upon them, the people. And what a vast difference when you
look at history with the emphasis upon God and you look at history with the emphasis upon man. You look at history with the emphasis
upon God and you see the faithfulness of God in history. You look at history with the emphasis upon man and you see the unfaithfulness
of man. And so as he looks now at history with the emphasis upon man, he confesses:
We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly (Psa 106:6).
Just like our fathers, we are guilty. We have sinned. We've committed iniquity. We've done wickedly.
upon the earth. And so referred to here in the psalm, and also made mention of in the Revelation.
Our fathers understood not your wonders in Egypt (Psa 106:7);
The hyssop was a little shrub that grows over there in the Holy Land and in Egypt, in those areas. And it was the little bush that they
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they remembered not the multitude of your mercies; but they provoked him at the Red Sea (Psa 106:7).
God brought them out of their bondage, but they didn't get but a day's journey away when they were murmuring and saying, "Why did
you bring us out here? To kill us out here? Weren't there enough graves back there? Why did you bring us out here?" They began to
murmur and complain against God two days out. And they never stopped.
Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known. He rebuked the Red Sea also, and
it was dried up: so he led them through the depths, as through the wilderness. And he saved them from the hand of him that hated
them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. And the waters covered their enemies: and there was not one of them left. But
then they believed his words; and they sang his praise. But they soon forgot his works; and they waited not for his counsel: But they
lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and they tempted God in the desert. And he gave them their request; but sent leanness to their
soul (Psa 106:8-15).
Their request was for the satisfying of their fleshly desires. God gave them their request. He satisfied their fleshly desires, but as a
consequence, it brought a leanness to their spirit. So oftentimes this is true where we get our eyes upon the material things where we
begin to live a very materialistic existence. This may be something that we're really desiring and longing after, the things in the
material realm. And God may give us those things that we are longing for. But unfortunately, so often it brings with it a leanness to my
own soul. I suffer spiritually as the result of it. How hard it is for those who trust in riches to even enter into the kingdom of heaven, for
they that will be rich fall into divers temptations which drown men's souls in perdition.
And so the children of Israel, God gave them their request. Sometimes that can be the very worst thing that can happen to us
spiritually, for God to answer our prayers. He gave them their request, but gave them leanness into their soul.
They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the LORD. The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, and covered the
company of Abiram. And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the wicked. They made a calf in Horeb, and they
worshipped a molten image. Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass. They forgot God their saviour,
which had done great things in Egypt; Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red Sea [or awesome things by
the Red Sea]. Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to turn away his
wrath, lest he should destroy them. Yea, they despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word: But murmured in their tents, and
hearkened not to the voice of Jehovah. Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow them in the wilderness: To
overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter them in the lands. They joined themselves also to Baal-peor, and ate the
sacrifices of the dead. Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague broke in upon them. Then stood up
Phinehas, and executed judgment: so that the plague was stopped. And that was counted unto him for righteousness to all generations
for evermore. They angered him also at the waters of Meribah, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes (Psa 106:16-32):
Here's an interesting insight. The reason why Moses couldn't go into the Promise Land was for their sakes. That God might teach them
the importance of obedience to God. Obedience to God is surely one of the most important things in life for each of us. What does God
require of me? Obedience. Moses was disobedient to God in the eyes of the people. God said to Moses, "Go out and speak to the rock
and it'll give forth water." Moses took his staff and he hit the rock. "Must I hit this rock and give you water?" And thus, he failed to
represent God, and for the people's sake God didn't let him go into the land.
You see, their history was oral history for many years. They learned their history from the stories that were told by the mothers to the
children. Stories of their past, the story of God's work in their midst. From the time a child was first cradled in its mother's arms, the
mother would whisper in the child's ear, "The Lord is God. The Lord is God." And very early they would begin to rehearse the stories of
God's work in their history to their children. And they would pass down by oral tradition the stories of God's deliverance, God's power,
God's work. And as they would tell the story of the bondage in Egypt, after the death of Joseph and the Pharaoh who arose and knew
not Joseph and how that their fathers were placed under cruel subjugation by the Pharaoh. How that he had ordered all the baby boys
to be slain. And the terrible cruel bondage, the slavery. But then God raised up a leader, even Moses, who was a man of God and God
spoke unto Moses. And God sent Moses down to Egypt, and through Moses brought the plagues upon the Egyptians. And they would tell
their children the exciting story of how a man in tune with God was able to bring their fathers out of the bondage of Egypt. And Moses
was the hero, the man of God, the man that God used. But then their voices would become hushed, as they would say to their children,
"But Moses could not go into the Promise Land because he disobeyed God." And that importance of obedience to God above everything
else was just burned into the mind of the children as Moses the example of a man of God highly honored and favored. A man like no
other man with whom God did speak in such a direct way, and yet, this man Moses, as close as his relationship was with God, he was
held back from the greatest ambition of his life. He could not go into the land because he disobeyed God. And for the sake of the people,
Moses was not able to go into the land.
Because they provoked his spirit (Psa 106:33),
The people had provoked Moses' spirit.
so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips. They did not destroy the nations, though they were commanded to do so. But they mingled
with the heathen, and they learned their ways. And they began to serve their idols: which were a snare to them. Yes, they sacrificed
their sons and their daughters to devils (Psa 106:33-37),
They followed the practice of the Baal worshippers, who would sacrifice their little babies in these little arms of their gods. Baal... you
see the little iron and stone gods and their arms are outstretched with the hands in an upward position. You can see them in the
museums over there, the little gods that have been uncovered by the archeologists. And what they would do is place these little gods in
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the fire until the metal, the iron would turn glowing red hot and then they would take their babies and place them in the glowing hot
arms of this idol of Baal sacrificing their babies. And as the babies would scream in pain and all, they would dance and scream so that
they couldn't hear the screams of their children. Practices of the heathen. This is why God drove the people out of the land. This is why
God commanded them to destroy the people, because their practices were so corrupt. But they disobeyed God and exactly what God
knew would happen did happen. They began to follow after these pagan, licentious, horrible, evil practices of worship.
They shed innocent blood, even the blood of their own sons and their own daughters, who they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan: and the
land was polluted with blood (Psa 106:38).
Now the interesting thing is that God here declares that they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils. In other words,
behind the idol worship was Satan worship. And this is true; behind idol worship is Satan worship. Paul said, "They that do sacrifice
things unto idols do sacrifice them unto devils" (I Corinthians 10:20). It is common belief that many of these idols are actually inhabited
by demon spirits. Even as a demon is embodied in human bodies sometimes, demons often will seek embodiment within an idol that is
worshipped by people. And thus, prayers and all to the idol can be answered by demon activity. There is power; there are things that can
be done in a supernatural realm by the demonic forces that are inhabiting these idols. And behind the false worship is the worship of
Satan. That is why it is so totally inconsistent to say, "Well, all religions really lead people to God. And how can you say that Christianity
is the only real way to God, because these people are very religious, they're very sincere. Look at the way they are worshipping their
idols." The scriptures said they're worshipping devils. And Satan is really the choreographer behind all of the religious systems of the
world, apart from Christianity.
And so the people were defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions. Therefore the anger of the LORD
was kindled against his people, inasmuch that he abhorred his own inheritance. And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and
they that hated them ruled over them. Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their hand.
Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheless he
regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry: and he remembered for them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of
his mercies. He made them also to be pitied of all of those that carried them captives. Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from
among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise. Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting
to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD (Psa 106:39-48).
Now, again the Amen, the doxology brings us to the end of the fourth book of the psalms. And beginning with Psalm 107 we enter now
into the fifth book of the psalms. And so entering in now to a new, the fifth and the final book of the psalms, which goes from here to
Psalm 150.
I think at this point we'll cut it off for this evening, and next week we'll pick up with Psalm 107. Because these are relatively long psalms
through here, but the next ten psalms are quite short. So we'll go from Psalm 107 through 116 for next week, and then we'll go 117
through 119. That will be plenty for the following week. Psalm 119 in itself would be a lot, but 117 and 118 are short, relatively short
psalms.
Shall we stand.
May the Lord help us not to forget His greatness, His mercy, His love, His wisdom, His power. May we walk in the consciousness of His
presence. May we become more attune to His works and to His love. May God be with you and may God bless you and may God
strengthen you through this week. In Jesus' name.
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