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Prayer
Lord, I thank You for the incredible friendships You have placed in my life. I am immeasurably blessed to
have such loving, faithful, and true relationships. When I think of all the people who live such lonely lives, it
makes me want to stop and express my gratefulness to You for placing such precious people in my life. Lord,
I also ask You to please help me see those who need to be loved so I can include them as a part of my life. I
want to give to others the love and support that I have received. Holy Spirit, help me to start doing this
today, in Jesus’ name. Amen……
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1 IN THE spring, when kings go forth to battle, David sent Joab with his servants and all Israel, and they ravaged the Ammonites
[country] and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 2 One evening David arose from his couch and was walking on the
roof of the king's house, when from there he saw a woman bathing; and she was very lovely to behold. 3 David sent and inquired
about the woman. One said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David sent
messengers and took her. And she came in to him, and he lay with her—for she was purified from her uncleanness. Then she returned
to her house. 5 And the woman became pregnant and sent and told David, I am with child. 6 David sent to Joab, saying, Send me
Uriah the Hittite. So Joab sent [him] Uriah. 7 When Uriah had come to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the people fared, and
how the war progressed. 8 David said to Uriah, Go down to your house and wash your feet. Uriah went out of the king's house, and
there followed him a mess of food [a gift] from the king. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his
lord and did not go down to his house. 10 When they told David, Uriah did not go down to his house, David said to Uriah, Have you not
come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house? 11 Uriah said to David, The ark and Israel and Judah live in tents, and
my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my
wife? As you live and as my soul lives, I will not do this thing. 12 And David said to Uriah, Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will
let you depart. So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 David invited him, and he ate with him and drank, so that he
made him drunk; but that night he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord and did not go down to his house. 14 In the
morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 And he wrote in the letter, Put Uriah in the front line of the heaviest
fighting and withdraw from him, that he may be struck down and die. 16 So when Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah
opposite where he knew the enemy's most valiant men were. 17 And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, and some of
the servants of David fell. Uriah the Hittite died also. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war. 19 And he
charged the messenger, When you have finished reporting matters of the war to the king, 20 Then if the king's anger rises and he says
to you, Why did you go so near to the city to fight? Did you not know they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech son of
Jerubbesheth (Gideon)? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone upon him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go
near the wall? Then say, Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 22 So the messenger went and told David all for which Joab had
sent him. 23 The messenger said to David, Surely the men prevailed against us and came out to us in to the field, but we were upon
them even to the entrance of the gate. 24 Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the king's servants are dead,
and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 25 Then David said to the messenger, Say to Joab, Let not this thing disturb you, for
the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your attack upon the city and overthrow it. And encourage Joab. 26 When
Uriah's wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for Uriah. 27 And when the mourning was past, David sent and brought
her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord.
Chapter 11
Now in chapter eleven.
It came to pass, after these things that Joab, and the army in the springtime when it was a good time to go out and fight, after the
winter rains were over, Joab with the forces went again against Ammon. [Or the Ammonites.] And David one evening, after his
afternoon siesta, was taking a stroll on his roof: and from this vantage point, [up on his roof, looking over the city,] he noticed in the
courtyard of a neighboring house a beautiful woman bathing. [David began to lust after this woman.] He said to his servant, Who is
that woman that lives in that house over there? And the servant said, That is Bathsheba the wife of Uriah the Hittite. So David
commanded his servant to go over and to bring her to him [There David committed adultery with her. After awhile she sent a message
to David that she was pregnant.] (2Sa 11:1-5).
So David sought to cover his sin.
His son Solomon later wrote, "He who seeks to cover his sin shall not prosper, but whoso will confess and forsake his sin, he shall be
forgiven".
David sought to cover for his sin by sending for Uriah who was in the army fighting with Joab.
He sent a note to Joab, Send Uriah back from the battle. So Uriah came back, and David said, How's the battle going, how's Joab, how
are the troops? [Asking a lot of questions concerning the battle.] He said, Go home, spend the night with your wife tonight. And David
sent after him a mess of meat, so they could just feast (2Sa 11:6-8).
He figured that he'd go home, and go to bed with his wife, and later on when his wife would say, "Honey, I'm pregnant," that no one
would ever know the difference, except for David and Bathsheba, and he figured that the whole thing could be covered over. But
Uriah seemed to be a very honorable man.
[Instead of going home,] he slept that night on David's porch with David's servants. In the morning it was told David that Uriah didn't
go home, he spent the night there on the porch. So he called Uriah in, and he said, Hey man why didn't you go home and spend the
night with your wife, I mean after all you've been out fighting and you have a chance to spend the night with your wife, why would
you sleep on the porch? He said, Well Joab, and all of my buddies are out there in the fields, they're sleeping out in the fields at night:
and it wouldn't be right for me to enjoy my wife, and my own bed [when my buddies are out there in the trenches, I just couldn't do
that.] And so David said, Well tarry with me to day and tomorrow. And so he kept filling the guy's wine glass; got him pretty drunk,
[Figuring that if he was drunk enough maybe he would go home.] but he staggered out to the porch of David's house and there he
was asleep again (2Sa 11:9-13).
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So, as sin so often does, it leads to something worse. It begins to compound, it begins to develop in its insidious manner. So David
turned to a second plan, more dastardly than the first. That plan was to deliberately have Uriah killed in battle.
And so David sent a message to Joab, sealed orders by the hand of Uriah which said, When the battle gets hot, put Uriah in the front
line of the hottest spot, that he might be smitten, and die. [So Joab began to assault the city of the Ammonites, and he sent an assault
troop up towards the wall pursuing the Ammonites. And as they got close to the wall, the archers from the wall began to shoot at
them,] and Uriah was shot and killed along with some of the other troops. So Joab sent a messenger unto David to tell him of the battle
and how things were going. He said, If David gets angry because we approached the wall too close, then tell him that Uriah also is
dead. And so the fellow came and told David of the battle, how that some of the men had fallen. They had been shot by the archers on
the wall. [And David became sort of angry, because he said, That's foolish come so near the wall? Joab knows better than that!] The
messenger said, Well Uriah the Hittite was also killed. And David said, Let the matter rest, it is okay. Bathsheba mourned for her
husband. And after her period of mourning, David took her as his wife, [figuring things were all right. But things weren't all right. God
could not allow David's sin to go unnoticed, or to go unpunished.] The child was born (2Sa 11:14-27).
David figured, "Well, that's great!" He no doubt came to love Bathsheba. His first experience with her was not an experience
expressing love. It was an experience just expressing lust, but he no doubt came to love.
Even as I believe that many couples are attracted by certain physical characteristics, and later on they actually learn to love each other.
Many times you're attracted to another person by certain physical characteristics, and later on you'll learn to hate them, as you really
get to know them. So love doesn't always follow an attraction, a physical attraction. But people say, "Love at first sight". No, it doesn't
really happen that way. Interest at first sight, attraction maybe, but love is something that grows. Love is something that develops in a
relationship.
( Through The Bible; C2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Commentaries; 1979 – 1986)
Qualifications for Soul-Winning - Manward
You remember, brethren, that on the last occasion I gave you a lecture on soul winning, I spoke of the qualifications, Godward, that
would fit a man to be a soul winner; and I tried to describe to you the kind of man that the Lord was most likely to use in the winning
of souls. This afternoon, I propose to take as my subject THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A SOUL WINNER, MANWARD. I might almost
mention the very same points that I enumerated before as being those which will best tell manward, for I do think that those qualities
that commend themselves to the notice of God, as being most adapted to the end He desires, are also likely to be approved by the
object acted upon, that is, the soul of man.
There have been many men in the world who have not been at all adapted for this work; and, first, let me say that AN IGNORAMUS IS
NOT LIKELY TO BE MUCH OF A SOULWINNER. A man who only knows that he is a sinner, and that Christ is a Savior., may be very useful
to others in the same condition as himself, and it is his duty to do the best he can with what little knowledge he possesses; but, on the
whole, I should not expect such a man to be very largely used in the service of God. If he had enjoyed a wider and deeper experience
of the things of God, if he had been in the highest sense a learned man because taught of God, he could have used his knowledge for
the good of others; but being to a great extent ignorant of the things of God himself, I do not see how he can make them know n to
other people. Truly, there must be some light in that candle which is to lighten men's darkness, and there must be some information in
that man who is to be a teacher of his fellows. The man who is almost or altogether ignorant, whatever will he has to do good, must be
left out of the race of great soul winners; he is disqualified from even entering the lists, and therefore, let us all ask, brethren, that we
may be well instructed in the truth of God, that we may be able to teach others also.
Granted that you are not of the ignorant class to which I have been referring, but supposing that you are well instructed in the best of
all wisdom, what are the qualities that you must have towards men if you are to win them for the Lord? I should say, there must be
about us an EVIDENT SINCERITY; not only sincerity, but such sincerity that it shall be manifest at once to anyone who honestly looks
for it. It must be quite clear to your hearers that you have a firm belief in the truths that you are preaching; otherwise, you will never
make them believe them. Unless they are convinced, beyond all question, that you do believe these truths yourselves, there will be no
efficacy and no force in your preaching. No one must suspect you of proclaiming to others what you do not fully believe in yourself; if it
should ever be so, your work will be of no effect. All who listen to you ought to be conscious that you are exercising one of the noblest
crafts, and performing one of the most sacred functions that ever fell to the lot of man. If you have only a feeble appreciation of the
gospel you profess to deliver, it is impossible for those who hear your proclamation of it to be greatly influenced by it. I heard it asked,
the other day, of a certain minister, "Did he preach a good sermon?" and the reply to the inquiry was, "What he said was very good."
"But did you not profit by the sermon?" "No, not in the slightest degree." "Was it not a good sermon?" Again came the first answer,
"What he said was very good." "What do you mean? Why did you not profit by the sermon if what the preacher said was very good?"
This was the explanation that the listener gave, "I did not profit by the discourse because I did not believe in the man who delivered it;
he was simply an actor performing a part; I did not believe that he felt what he preached, nor that he cared whether we felt or believed
it or not."
Where such a state of things as that exists, the hearers cannot be expected to profit by the sermon, no matter what the preacher may
say; they may try to fancy that the truths he utters are precious, they may resolve that they will feed upon the provision whoever may
set the dish before them; but it is no use, they cannot do it, they cannot separate the heartless speaker from the message he delivers
so carelessly. As soon as a man lets his work become a matter of mere form or routine, it sinks into a performance in which the
preacher is simply an actor. He is only acting a part, as he might in a play at the theater; and not speaking from his inmost soul, as a
man sent from God. I do beseech you, brethren, speak from your hearts, or else do not speak at all. If you can be silent, be silent; but if
you must speak for God, be thoroughly sincere about it. It would be better for you to go back to business, and weigh butter or sell reels
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of cotton, or do anything rather than pretend to be ministers of the gospel unless God has called you to the work. I believe that the most
damnable thing a man can do is to preach the gospel merely as an actor, and to turn the worship of God into a kind of theatrical
performance. Such a caricature is more worthy of the devil than of God. Divine truth is far too precious to be made the subject of such a
mockery. You may depend upon it that, when the people once suspect that you are insincere, they will never listen to you except with
disgust, and they will not be at all likely to believe your message if you give them cause to think that you do not believe it yourselves.
I hope I am not wrong in supposing that all of us are thoroughly sincere in our Master's service; so I will go on to what seems to me to be
the next qualification, manward, for soul winning, and that is, EVIDENT EARNESTNESS. The command to the man who would be a true
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ is, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind." If a man is to be a soul winner, there must be in him intensity of emotion as well as sincerity of heart. You may preach
the most solemn warnings, and the most dreadful threatenings, in such an indifferent or careless way that no one will be in the least
affected by them; and you may repeat the most affectionate exhortations in such a half hearted manner that no one will be moved either
to love or fear. I believe, brethren, that for soul winning there is more in this matter of earnestness than in almost anything else. I have
seen and heard some who were very poor preachers, who yet brought many souls to the Savior. through the earnestness with which they
delivered their message. There was positively nothing in their sermons (until the provision merchant used them to wrap round his butter),
yet those feeble sermons brought many to Christ. It was not what the preachers said, so much as how they said it, that carried conviction
to the hearts of their hearers. The simplest truth was so driven home by the intensity of the utterance and emotion of the man from whom
it came that it told with surprising effect. If any gentleman here would present me with a cannon ball, say one weighing fifty or a hundred
pounds, and let me roll it across the room; and another would entrust me with a rifle ball, and a rifle out of which I could fire it, I know
which would be the more effective of the two. Let no man despise the little bullet, for very often that is the one that kills the sin, and kills
the sinner, too. So, brethren, it is not the bigness of the words you utter; it is the force with which you deliver them that decides what is
to come of the utterance. I have heard of a ship that was fired at by the cannon in a fort, but no impression was made upon it until the
general in command gave the order for the balls to be made red hot, and then the vessel was sent to the bottom of the sea in three
minutes. That is what you must do with your sermons, make them red hot; never mind if men do say you are too enthusiastic, or even too
fanatical, give them red hot shot, there is nothing else half as good for the purpose you have in view. We do not go out snow balling on
Sundays, we go fire balling; we ought to hurl grenades into the enemy's ranks.
What earnestness our theme deserves! We have to tell of an earnest Savior., an earnest heaven, and an earnest hell. How earnest we
ought to be when we remember that in our work we have to deal with souls that are immortal, with sin that is eternal in its effects, with
pardon that is infinite, and with terrors and joys that are to last for ever and ever! A man who is not in earnest when he has such a theme
as this, can he possess a heart at all? Could one be discovered even with a microscope? If he were dissected, probably all that could be
found would be a pebble, a heart of stone, or some other substance equally incapable of emotion. I trust that, when God gave us hearts of
flesh for ourselves, He gave us hearts that could feel for other people also.
These things being taken for granted, I should say, next, that it is necessary for a man who is to be a soul winner, that he should have an
evident love to his hearers. I cannot imagine a man being a winner of souls when he spends most of his time in abusing his congregation,
and talking as if he hated the very sight of them. Such men seem happy only when they are emptying vials of wrath over those who have
the unhappiness of listening to them. I heard of a brother preaching from the text, "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell among thieves." He began his discourse thus, "I do not say that this man came to the place where we are, but I do know another
man who did come to this place, and fell among thieves." You can easily guess what would be the result of such vitriol throwing. I know of
one who preached from the passage, "And Aaron held his peace," and one who heard him said that the difference between him and Aaron
was, that Aaron held his peace, and the preacher did not; but, on the contrary, he raved at the people with all his might.
You must have a real desire for the good of the people if you are to have much influence over them. Why, even dogs and cats love the
people who love them, and human beings are much the same as these dumb animals. People very soon get to know when a cold man gets
into the pulpit, one of those who seem to have been carved out of a block of marble. There have been one or two of our brethren of that
kind, and they have never succeeded anywhere. When I have asked the cause of their failure, in each case the reply has been, "He is a
good man, a very good man; he preaches well, very well, but still we do not get on with him." I have asked, "Why do you not like him?"
The reply has been, "Nobody ever did like him." "Is he quarrelsome?" "Oh! dear no, I wish he would make a row." I try to fish out what
the drawback is, for I am very anxious to know, and at last someone says, "Well, sir, I do not think he has any heart; at least, he does not
preach and act as if he had any."
It is very sad when the failure of any ministry is caused by want of heart. You ought to have a great big heart, like the harbor at
Portsmouth or Plymouth, so that all the people in your congregation could come and cast anchor in it, and feel that they were under the
lee of a great rock. Do you not notice that men succeed in the ministry, and win souls for Christ, just in proportion as they are men with
large hearts? Think, for instance, of Dr. Brock; there was a mass of a man, one who had bowels of compassion; and what is the good of a
minister who has not? I do not hold up the accumulation of flesh as an object worthy of your attainment; but I do say that you must have
big hearts, if you are to win men to Jesus; you must be Great hearts if you are to lead many pilgrims to the Celestial City. I have seen
some very lean men who said that they were perfectly holy, and I could almost believe that they could not sin, for they were like old bits
of leather, there did not appear to be anything in them that was capable of sinning. I met one of these "perfect" brethren once, and he
was just like a piece of sea weed, there was no humanity in him. I like to see a trace of humanity somewhere or other about a man, and
people in general like it, too; they get on better with a man who has some human nature in him. Human nature, in some aspects, is an
awful thing; but when the Lord Jesus Christ took it, and joined His own divine nature to it, He made a grand thing of it, and human nature
is a noble thing when it is united to the Lord Jesus Christ. Those men who keep themselves to themselves, like hermits, and live a
supposed sanctified life of self absorption, are not likely to have any influence in the world, or to do good to their fellow creatures. You
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must love the people, and mix with them, if you are to be of service to them. There are some ministers who really are much better men
than others, yet they do not accomplish so much good as those who are more human, those who go and sit down with the people, and
make themselves as much as possible at home with them. You know, brethren, that it is possible for you to appear to be just a wee bit
too good, so that people will feel that you are altogether transcendental beings, and fitter to preach to angels, and cherubim, and
seraphim, than to the fallen sons of Adam. Just be men among men; keeping yourselves clear of all their faults and vices, but mingling
with them in perfect love and sympathy, and feeling that you would do anything in your power to bring them to Christ, so that you might
even say with the apostle Paul, "Though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. And
unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them
that are under the law; to them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I
might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I
might by all means save some."
The next qualification, manward, for soul winning is EVIDENT UNSELFISHNESS. A man ceases to bring men to Christ as soon as he
becomes known as a selfish man. Selfishness seems to be ingrained in some people; you see it at the table at home, in the house of God,
everywhere. When such individuals come to deal with a church and congregation, their selfishness soon manifests itself; they mean to
get all they can, although in the Baptist ministry they do not often get much. I hope each of you, brethren, will be willing to say, "Well,
let me have but food and raiment, and I will be therewith content." If you try to put the thought of money altogether away from you, the
money will often come back to you doubled; but if you seek to grab and grasp all, you will very likely find that it will not come to you at
all. Those who are selfish in the matter of salary, will be the same in everything else; they will not want their people to know anybody
who can preach better than themselves; and they cannot bear to hear of any good work going on anywhere except in their own chapel. If
there is a revival at another place, and souls are being saved, they say, with a sneer, "Oh! yes, there are many converts, but what are
they? Where will they be in a few months' time?" They think far more of their own gain of one new member per year than of their
neighbor's hundred at one time. If your people see that kind of selfishness in you, you will soon lose power over them; if you make up
your mind that you will be a great man, whoever has to be thrust on one side, you will go to the cats as sure as you are alive. What are
you, my dear brother, that people should all bow down and worship you, and think that in all the world there is none beside you? I tell
you what it is; the less you think of yourself, the more will people think of you; and the more you think of yourself, the less will people
think of you. If any of you have any trace of selfishness about you, pray get rid of it at once, or you will never be fit instruments for the
winning of souls for the Lord Jesus Christ.
Then I am sure that another thing that is wanted in a soul winner is HOLINESS OF CHARACTER. It is no use talking about "the higher life"
on Sundays, and then living the lower life on week days. A Christian minister must be very careful, not only to be innocent of actual
wrong doing, but not to be a cause of offense to the weak ones of the flock. All things are lawful, but all things are not expedient. We
ought never to do anything that we judge to be wrong, but we ought also to be willing to abstain from things which might not be wrong
in themselves, but which might be an occasion of stumbling to others. When people see that we not only preach about holiness, but that
we are ourselves holy men, they will be drawn towards holy things by our character as well as by our preaching.
I think also that, if we are to be soul winners, there must be about us a SERIOUSNESS OF MANNER. Some brethren are serious by nature.
There was a gentleman in a railway carriage, some time ago, who overheard a conversation between two of the passengers. One of them
said, "Well, now, I think the Church of Rome has great power, and is likely to succeed with the people, because of the evident holiness of
her ministers. There is, for instance, Cardinal , he is just like a skeleton; through his long fasting and prayers, he has reduced himself
almost to skin and bone. Whenever I hear him speak, I feel at once the force of the holiness of the man. Now, look at Spurgeon, he eats
and drinks like an ordinary mortal; I would not give a pin to hear him preach." His friend heard him very patiently, and then said quite
quietly, "Did it ever strike you that the Cardinal's appearance was to be accounted for by the fact of his liver being out of order? I do not
think it is grace that makes him as lean as he is, I believe it is his liver." So, there are some brethren who are naturally of a melancholy
disposition, they are always very serious; but in them it is not a sign of grace, it is only an indication that their livers are out of order.
They never laugh, they think it would be wicked to do so; but they go about the world increasing the misery of human kind, which is
dreadful enough without the addition of their unnecessary portion. Such people evidently imagine that they were predestinated to pour
buckets of cold water upon all human mirth and joy. So, dear brethren, if any of you are very serious, you must not always attribute it to
grace, for it may be all owing to the state of your liver.
The most of us, however, are far more inclined to that laughter which doeth good like medicine, and we shall need all our cheerfulness, if
we are to comfort and lift up those who are cast down; but we shall never bring many souls to Christ, if we are full of that levity which
characterizes some men. People will say, "It is all a joke; just hear how those young fellows jest about religion, it is one thing to listen to
them when they are in the pulpit, but it is quite another matter to listen to them when they are sitting round the supper table." I have
heard of a man who was dying, and he sent for the minister to come and see him. When the minister came in, the dying man said to him,
"Do you remember a young man walking with you one evening, some years ago, when you were going out to preach?" He said, he did
not. "I recollect it very well," replied the other. "Do you not remember preaching at such and such a village, from such and such a text,
and after the service a young man walked home with you?" "Oh, yes, I remember that very well!" "Well, I am the young man who walked
home with you that night; I remember your sermon, I shall never forget it." "Thank God for that," said the preacher. "No," answered the
dying man, "you will not thank God when you have heard all I have to say. I walked with you to the village, but you did not say much to
me on the way there, for you were thinking over your sermon; you deeply impressed me while you were preaching, and I was led to think
about giving my heart to Christ. I wanted to speak to you about my soul on the way home; but the moment you got out you cracked a
joke, and all the way back you made such fun upon serious subjects, that I could not say anything about what I felt, and it thoroughly
disgusted me with religion, and all who professed it, and now I am going to be damned, and my blood will lie at your door, as sure as you
are alive:" and so he passed out of the world. One would not like anything of that sort to happen to himself; therefore, take heed,
brethren, that you give no occasion for it. There must be a prevailing seriousness about our whole lives, otherwise we cannot hope to
lead other men to Christ.
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Finally, if we are to be much used of God as soul winners, there must be in our hearts A GREAT DEAL OF TENDERNESS. I like a man to
have a due amount of holy boldness, but I do not care to see him brazen faced and impudent. A young man goes into a pulpit, apologizes
for attempting to preach, and hopes the people will bear with him; he does not know that he has anything particular to say, if the Lord had
sent him he might have had some message for them, but he feels himself so young and inexperienced that he cannot speak very positively
about anything. Such talk as that will never save a mouse, much less an immortal soul. If the Lord has sent you to preach the gospel, why
should you make any apologies? Ambassadors do not apologize when they go to a foreign court; they know that their monarch has sent
them, and they deliver their message with all the authority of king and country at their back. Nor is it worth while for you to call attention
to your youth. You are only a trumpet of ram's horn; and it does not matter whether you were pulled off the ram's head yesterday, or five
and twenty years ago. If God blows through you, there will be noise enough, and something more than noise; if He does not, nothing will
come of the blowing. When you preach, speak out straight, but be very tender about it; and if there is an unpleasant thing to be said, take
care that you put it in the kindest possible form. Some of our brethren had a message to deliver to a certain Christian brother, and when
they went to him they put it so awkwardly that he was grievously offended. When I spoke to him about the same matter, he said, "I would
not have minded your speaking to me; you have a way of putting an unpleasant truth so that a man cannot be offended with you however
much he may dislike the message you bring to him." "Well, but," I said, "I put the matter just as strongly as the other brethren did." "Yes,
you did," he replied, "but they said it in such a nasty kind of a way that I would not stand it. Why, sir, I had rather be blown up by you than
praised by those other people!" There is a way of doing such things so that the person reproved feels positively grateful to you. One may
kick a man downstairs in such a fashion that he will rather like it; while another may open a door in such an offensive way that you do not
want to go through till he is out of the way. Now, if I have to tell anyone certain unpalatable truths which it is necessary that he should
know if his soul is to be saved, it is a stern necessity for me to be faithful to him; yet I will try so to deliver my message that he shall not be
offended at it. Then, if he does take offense, he must; the probability is that he will not, but that what I say will take effect upon his
conscience.
I know some brethren who preach as if they were prize fighters. When they are in the pulpit, they remind me of the Irishman at
Donnybrook Fair; all the way through the sermon they appear to be calling upon someone to come up and fight them, and they are never
happy except when they are pitching into somebody or other. There is a man who often preaches on Clapham Common, and he does it so
pugnaciously that the infidels whom he assails cannot endure it, and there are frequent fights and rows. There is a way of preaching so as
to set everybody by the ears; if some men were allowed to preach in heaven, I am afraid they would set the angels fighting. I know a
number of ministers of this stamp. There is one who, to my certain knowledge, has been at over a dozen places during his not very long
ministerial life. You can tell where he has been by the ruin he leaves behind him. He always finds the churches in a sad state, and he
straightway begins to purify them, that is, to destroy them. As a general rule, the first thing, out goes the principal deacon, and the next,
away go all the leading families, and before long, the man has purified the place so effectually that the few people who are left cannot
keep him. Off he goes to another place, and repeats the process of destruction. He is a kind of spiritual ship scuttler, and he is never happy
except when he is boring a hole through the planks of some good vessel. He says he believes the ship is unsound; so he bores, and bores,
until just as she is going down, he slips off, and gets aboard another vessel, which very soon sinks in the same manner. He feels that he is
called to the work of separating the precious from the vile, and a preciously vile mess he makes of it. I have no reason to believe it is the
condition of the liver in this brother, it is more likely that there is something wrong with his heart; certainly, there is an evil disease upon
him that always makes me get into a bad temper with him. It is dangerous to entertain him above three days, for he would quarrel in that
time with the most peaceably disposed man in the world. I never mean to recommend him to a pastorate again; let him find a place for
himself if he can, for I believe that, where ever he goes, the place will be like the spot where the foot of the Tartar's horse is put down, the
grass will never again grow there. If any of you brethren have even a little of this nasty, bitter spirit about you, go to sea that you may get
rid of it. I hope it may happen to you according to the legend which is told concerning Mahomet. "In every human being," so the story
runs, "there are two black drops of sin. The great prophet himself was not free from the common lot of evil; but an angel was sent to take
his heart, and squeeze out of it the two black drops of sin." Get those black drops out somehow while you are in College; if you have any
malice, or ill will, or bad temper in you, pray the Lord to take it out of you while you are here; do not go into the churches to fight as others
have done.
"Still," says a brother, "I am not going to let the people tread on me. I shall take the bull by the horns." You will be a great fool if you do. I
never felt that I was called to do anything of the kind. Why not let the bull alone, to go where he likes? A bull is a very likely creature to
project you into space if you get meddling with his horns. "Still," says another, "we must set things right." Yes, but the best way to set
things right is not to make them more wrong than they are. Nobody thinks of putting a mad bull into a china shop in order to get the china
cleaned, and no one can by a display of evil temper set right anything that is wrong in our churches. Take care always to speak the truth in
love, and especially when you are rebuking sin.
I believe, brethren, that soul winning is to be done by men of the character I have been describing; and most of all will this be the case
when they are surrounded by people of a similar character. You want to get the very atmosphere in which you live and labor permeated
with this spirit before you can rightly expect the fullest and richest blessings. Therefore, may you and all your people be all that I have
pictured, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake! Amen.

“ The Soul Winner” Charles Spurgeon; ; (19 June 1834 – 31 January 1892) was a British Particular Baptist preacher. Spurgeon remains
highly influential among Christians of different denominations, among whom he is known as the "Prince of Preachers". He was a strong
figure in the Reformed Baptist tradition, defending the Church in agreement with the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith
understanding, and opposing the liberal and pragmatic theological tendencies in the Church of his day.
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Sin always leads to more sin, as it did when David ordered that Uriah be killed after he had committed adultery with his wife (see 2
Samuel 11:15). When we do sin, we must repent and receive God's forgiveness quickly. That way, we do not become ensnared in a web
of sin, but we stay clean and pure before God. David did not repent for a long time, and, in God's eyes, the fact that he covered up his
sin was worse than the original sin he had committed. We can receive forgiveness if we admit we have sinned and repent, but if we
hide sin and make excuses, we remain in it and live deceived lives.
The Everyday Life Bible.

2Sa 11:17 — And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, and some of the servants of David fell. Uriah the Hittite died also.
1Sa 18:17 — Saul said to David, My elder daughter Merab I will give you as wife; only serve me courageously and fight the Lord's
battles. For Saul thought, Let not my hand, but the Philistines' hand, be upon him.
1Sa 18:21 — Saul thought, I will give her to him that she may be a snare to him and that the hand of the Philistines may be against
him. So Saul said to David a second time, You shall now be my son-in-law.
1Sa 18:25 — Saul said, Say this to David, The king wants no dowry but a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to avenge himself of the
king's enemies. But Saul thought to make David fall by the Philistines' hands.
Ps 51:4 — Against You, You only, have I sinned and done that which is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified in Your sentence and
faultless in Your judgment.
Ps 51:14 — Deliver me from bloodguiltiness and death, O God, the God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of Your
righteousness (Your rightness and Your justice).
Jer 20:13 — Sing to the Lord! Praise the Lord! For He has delivered the life of the poor and needy from the hands of evildoers.
2Sa 12:9 — Why have you despised the commandment of the Lord, doing evil in His sight? You have slain Uriah the Hittite with the
sword and have taken his wife to be your wife. You have murdered him with the sword of the Ammonites

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 424-426)
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