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Prayer

Worship Music

Lord, I thank You for encouraging me to keep my heart free of strife during this extremely busy time of the
year. There is so much to do, so many places I have to be, and so many people I need to see. I admit that the
demands of this time of year put a lot of stress and strain on me. In the middle of all these activities, I don't
want the devil to get the best of me, so I am asking You to fill me with Your peace. Let that divine peace rule
me and my emotions so I don't let Satan get the upper hand in any of my relationships during this special
time of year; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessings-Laura Story
Grace-Laura Story
Adore Him-Kari Jobe
Cry Out-Kari Jobe

Scripture

Genesis 40:1-23 (AMP)

1 NOW SOME time later the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their lord, Egypt's king. 2 And
Pharaoh was angry with his officers, the chief of the butlers and the chief of the bakers. 3 He put them in
custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison where Joseph was confined. 4 And the captain
of the guard put them in Joseph's charge, and he served them; and they continued in custody for some time.
5 And they both dreamed a dream in the same night, each man according to [the personal significance of] the
interpretation of his dream—the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison. 6
When Joseph came to them in the morning and looked at them, he saw that they were sad and depressed. 7
So he asked Pharaoh's officers who were in custody with him in his master's house, Why do you look so
dejected and sad today? 8 And they said to him, We have dreamed dreams, and there is no one to interpret
them. And Joseph said to them, Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me [your dreams], I pray you. 9
And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph and said to him, In my dream I saw a vine before me, 10 And on
the vine were three branches. Then it was as though it budded; its blossoms burst forth and the clusters of
them brought forth ripe grapes [almost all at once]. 11 And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the
grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup; then I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 12 And Joseph said to
him, This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days. 13 Within three days Pharaoh will lift
up your head and restore you to your position, and you will again put Pharaoh's cup into his hand, as when
you were his butler. 14 But think of me when it shall be well with you and show kindness, I beg of you, to me,
and mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this house. 15 For truly I was carried away from the land of the
Hebrews by unlawful force, and here too I have done nothing for which they should put me into the dungeon.
16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph, I also dreamed, and behold,
I had three cake baskets on my head. 17 And in the uppermost basket were some of all kinds of baked food
for Pharaoh, but the birds [of prey] were eating out of the basket on my head. 18 And Joseph answered, This
is the interpretation of it: The three baskets are three days. 19 Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your
head but will have you beheaded and hung on a tree, and [you will not so much as be given burial, but] the
birds will eat your flesh. 20 And on the third day, Pharaoh's birthday, he made a feast for all his servants; and
he lifted up the heads of the chief butler and the chief baker [by inviting them also] among his servants. 21
And he restored the chief butler to his butlership, and the butler gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand; 22 But
[Pharaoh] hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23 But [even after all that] the chief
butler gave no thought to Joseph, but forgot [all about] him.
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Genesis 40–41. Joseph Made Ruler of Egypt
Joseph married a daughter of the priest of On. But although he had a heathen wife and ruled a heathen kingdom, he maintained his
childhood faith in the God of his fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
(Halley’s Bible Handbook; Henry Halley; 2000; Zondervan; Bible History and Commentaries; page 125)
Joseph Interprets Two Dreams: V 3 God wanted Joseph to meet the butler of the pharaoh. V 7 Joseph was a man of keen insight since
he noticed the depression of the butler and the baker. V 8 Joseph had not become bitter against God over the trials, he had to endure.
VV 20-22 Within three days, the interpretations of the dreams of the butler and the baker became reality. V 23 Once he was back in
his comfortable position, the butler forgot about Joseph.
(Old Testament Study Guide; The Word For Today; Chuck Smith; 2005; Commentaries; page 18)
Don't Pay Evil Back for Evil!
Romans 12:17
Most all of us have thought at one time or another, Oh, how I want to get back at that person for what he did to me! If you h ave had
that thought in the past, or if you've been thinking such thoughts recently, then what we're going to talk about today should be very
helpful to you!
In Romans 12:17, the apostle Paul told us, "Recompense to no man evil for evil...." The word "recompense" in this verse is the Greek
word apodidomi, and it literally means to give back or to pay back. It carries the idea of returning something to someone. It is a
compound of the words apo, which means back, as to return back, and the word didomi, which means to give. When compounded
together, the new word gives the impression of someone who wishes to retaliate, to get even, or to take revenge. This person wants
to pay someone back for what the other person did by doing the same thing to him; in other words, he wants to get even with the one
who wronged him. In the Greek text, there is a negative in the verse, which means this action is strongly prohibited. Paul is ordering
us not to do this!
Romans 12:17 goes on to say, "Recompense to no man evil for evil...." The word "evil" is the Greek word kakos. It describes an action
that is harmful, hurtful, or injurious or something done with an evil intent. These are the actions of a person who intentionally acts to
cause some kind of damage or ruin in someone else's life. But the Greek literally says kakon anti kakou, which means evil for evil. It is
the idea of a person who thinks, You did wrong to me, so now I'm going to do wrong to you. I'm going to do to you exactly what you
did to me. This is what the phrase "evil for evil" means in this verse.
A fuller interpretation of Romans 12:17 could read:
"Don't get even with people by retaliating and taking revenge. You should never get into the business of intentionally trying to hurt
someone just because they hurt you."
The flesh loves to retaliate against those who have wronged us, but this is not the way Jesus teaches us to behave. Instead of
retaliating, we must seek to walk in peace and to have pure hearts before God. It is impossible for us to be pure before God while we
are at the same time devising mischief for those who have wronged us. We have to stay out of the mischief business and leave our
offenders in the hands of God.
During the holiday season, people frequently get their feelings hurt, misunderstand each other, or simply get their wires crossed
because there are so many people to deal with and so much to do. Stress is definitely a factor during this season, often adversely
affecting relationships and changing the way people perceive situations.
So if you get upset about something that happens, don't give in to your emotions and end up in a fight. Rather than letting yourself
get all stirred up or allowing yourself to imagine how you can get even with the person who has wronged you, get alone with the Lord
and let Him fill your heart with peace. Once His peace is ruling in your heart, you'll see the situation from an entirely different
perspective. Even if someone really did wrong you, God's peace will enable you to have a positive attitude toward that person.
Meanwhile, you'll be able to walk on in peace with a pure heart before God, free from all bitterness, anger, and strife!
QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO CONSIDER
By knowing what has happened in the past, are you now able to recognize the people or the circumstances that the devil uses to
trigger your emotions and get you upset?
If your answer is yes, has the Holy Spirit shown you how to circumvent those moments so the devil can no longer ruffle your feathers
and cause you to lose your peace? If your answer is no, have you asked the Holy Spirit to teach you to recognize those moments so
they won't be repeated in your life?
When you are tempted to be upset, what helps you the most to be filled with the peace of God? Is it reading the Word for a few
minutes, praying, or listening to praise and worship music?
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Psalm 92:1-15 (AMP)

1 IT IS a good and delightful thing to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises [with musical accompaniment] to Your name, O Most
High,
2 To show forth Your loving-kindness in the morning and Your faithfulness by night,
3 With an instrument of ten strings and with the lute, with a solemn sound upon the lyre.
4 For You, O Lord, have made me glad by Your works; at the deeds of Your hands I joyfully sing.
5 How great are Your doings, O Lord! Your thoughts are very deep.
6 A man in his rude and uncultivated state knows not, neither does a [self-confident] fool understand this:
7 That though the wicked spring up like grass and all evildoers flourish, they are doomed to be destroyed forever.
8 But You, Lord, are on high forever.
9 For behold, Your adversaries, O Lord, for behold, Your enemies shall perish; all the evildoers shall be scattered.
10 But my horn (emblem of excessive strength and stately grace) You have exalted like that of a wild ox; I am anointed with fresh oil.
11 My eye looks upon those who lie in wait for me; my ears hear the evildoers that rise up against me.
12 The [uncompromisingly] righteous shall flourish like the palm tree [be long-lived, stately, upright, useful, and fruitful]; they shall
grow like a cedar in Lebanon [majestic, stable, durable, and incorruptible].
13 Planted in the house of the Lord, they shall flourish in the courts of our God.
14 [Growing in grace] they shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be full of sap [of spiritual vitality] and [rich in the] verdure
[of trust, love, and contentment].
15 [They are living memorials] to show that the Lord is upright and faithful to His promises; He is my Rock, and there is no
unrighteousness in Him.

Jn 10:27-29 — The sheep that are My own hear and are listening to My voice; and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give
them eternal life, and they shall never lose it or perish throughout the ages. [To all eternity they shall never by any means be
destroyed.] And no one is able to snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, Who has given them to Me, is greater and mightier than
all [else]; and no one is able to snatch [them] out of the Father's hand.
Jn 15:1-3 — I AM the True Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. 2 Any branch in Me that does not bear fruit [that stops bearing] He
cuts away (trims off, takes away); and He cleanses and repeatedly prunes every branch that continues to bear fruit, to make it bear
more and richer and more excellent fruit. 3 You are cleansed and pruned already, because of the word which I have given you [the
teachings I have discussed with you].
1Co 1:8 — And He will establish you to the end [keep you steadfast, give you strength, and guarantee your vindication; He will be
your warrant against all accusation or indictment so that you will be] guiltless and irreproachable in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ
(the Messiah).
1Co 1:9 — God is faithful (reliable, trustworthy, and therefore ever true to His promise, and He can be depended on); by Him you were
called into companionship and participation with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Word 9 Bible Software: Bible Software, multiple translations, dictionary, atlas, sermons of the past saints, concordance, 2005)
(The Everyday Life Bible; Amplified, 2005, Joyce Meyers, Scripture, Commentaries, page 67-69)

