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Lord, I ask You to forgive me for the times I have allowed strife to get into my heart. Also, please forgive me
for those occasions when I have been the origin of strife and fighting. Help me grow in discernment so I can
quickly recognize when the devil is trying to create division. Show me how to be a peacekeeper and a source
of harmony rather than a player in the midst of others' wrong attitudes. In Jesus’ name. Amen…..
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Matthew 24:36 (AMP)
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Isaiah 43:1-28 (AMP)
1 BUT NOW [in spite of past judgments for Israel's sins], thus says the Lord, He Who created you, O Jacob, and He Who formed you, O
Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed you [ransomed you by paying a price instead of leaving you captives]; I have called you by your
name; you are Mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, they will not overwhelm you. When
you walk through the fire, you will not be burned or scorched, nor will the flame kindle upon you. 3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy
One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt [to the Babylonians] for your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba [a province of Ethiopia] in exchange [for
your release]. 4 Because you are precious in My sight and honored, and because I love you, I will give men in return for you and peoples
in exchange for your life. 5 Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east [where they are dispersed] and gather
you from the west. 6 I will say to the north, Give up! and to the south, Keep not back. Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from
the ends of the earth— 7 Even everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for My glory, whom I have formed, whom I
have made. 8 Bring forth the blind people who have eyes and the deaf who have ears. 9 Let all the nations be gathered together and let
the peoples be assembled. Who among [the idolaters] could predict this [that Cyrus would be the deliverer of Israel] and show us the
former things? Let them bring their witnesses, that they may be justified, or let them hear and acknowledge, It is the truth. 10 You are
My witnesses, says the Lord, and My servant whom I have chosen, that you may know Me, believe Me and remain steadfast to Me, and
understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me. 11 I, even I, am the Lord, and besides Me
there is no Savior. 12 I have declared [the future] and have saved [the nation in times of danger], and I have shown [that I am God]—
when there was no strange and alien god among you; therefore you are My witnesses, says the Lord, that I am God. 13 Yes, from the
time of the first existence of day and from this day forth I am He; and there is no one who can deliver out of My hand. I will work, and
who can hinder or reverse it? 14 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: For your sake I have sent [one] to Babylon,
and I will bring down all of them as fugitives, [with] all their nobles, even the Chaldeans, into the ships over which they rejoiced. 15 I
am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King. 16 Thus says the Lord, Who makes a way through the sea and a path
through the mighty waters, 17 Who brings forth chariot and horse, army and mighty warrior. They lie down together, they cannot rise;
they are extinguished, they are quenched like a lampwick: 18 Do not [earnestly] remember the former things; neither consider the
things of old. 19 Behold, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs forth; do you not perceive and know it and will you not give heed to it? I
will even make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20 The beasts of the field honor Me, the jackals and the ostriches,
because I give waters in the wilderness and rivers in the desert, to give drink to My people, My chosen, 21 The people I formed for
Myself, that they may set forth My praise [and they shall do it]. 22 Yet you have not called upon Me [much less toiled for Me], O Jacob;
but you have been weary of Me, O Israel! 23 You have not brought Me your sheep and goats for burnt offerings, or honored Me with your
sacrifices. I have not required you to serve with an offering or treated you as a slave by demanding tribute or wearied you with offering
incense. 24 You have not bought Me sweet cane with money, or satiated Me with the fat of your sacrifices. But you have only burdened
Me with your sins; you have wearied Me with your iniquities. 25 I, even I, am He Who blots out and cancels your transgressions, for My
own sake, and I will not remember your sins. 26 Put Me in remembrance [remind Me of your merits]; let us plead and argue together.
Set forth your case, that you may be justified (proved right). 27 Your first father [Jacob, in particular] sinned, and your teachers [the
priests and the prophets—your mediators] transgressed against Me. 28 And so I will profane the chief ones of the sanctuary and will
deliver Jacob to the curse (the ban, a solemn anathema or excommunication) and [will subject] Israel to reproaches and reviling.
But yet, God is going to restore them. Chapter 43 gets in the restoration.
But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have
called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee: when you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the LORD thy
God, and the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Arabia for thee. Since thou wast precious in my
sight, thou hast been honorable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: for I am with
thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, I will gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not
back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the end of the earth (Isa 43:1-6);
And so God predicted this present-day gathering together of the people of Israel back into the land. Coming from the east, the west, the
south. And even Russia, God is saying, "Give My people up." And I expect there to be a real relaxing of the Russian government on the
immigration of the Jews. Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have
made him (Isa 43:7). Now God says concerning them, "I have created them. I have formed him. Yea, I have made him." In the Hebrew
there are three different words: created, made, and formed, as God speaks of His work. One is that of creating something out of nothing,
which only God can do. And then how God made them and then formed them. Formed them and made them. Bring forth the blind people
that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them
can declare this, and show us the former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and
say, It is truth (Isa 43:8-9). Now God said of the Jews, "Ye are My witnesses." And surely someone said if you want proof of the Bible,
just look at the Jews. There's proof of the Bible. God said that He would make them a nation once again. They are a nation once again.
You can't deny it. That's an impossibility and yet it's a reality. It's impossible that an ethnic group of people could live for two thousand
years without a national homeland and still survive as an ethnic group. Unparalleled in history.
God said,
Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am
he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour (Isa
43:10-11). Now those who say, "Well, it doesn't matter really what you believe. There are many gods, many paths to God." Hey, He
doesn't agree with that. "Before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me." I wonder what the Mormons do with that.
Sort of puts the brakes on their ascending into the godhood status.
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I have declared, and have saved, and I have showed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith
the LORD, that I am God. Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall
hinder it? Thus saith the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all
their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships. I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King. Thus saith the
LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; Which brings forth the chariot and horse, the army and the
power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. Remember ye not the former things,
neither consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in
the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. The beast of the field shall honor me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the
wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. This people have I formed for myself; and they shall show
forth my praise. But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. Thou hast not brought me the
small cattle of thy burnt offerings (Isa 43:12-23);
Now God is speaking how the nation Israel has not really been keeping the covenant with God. And for almost 1,950 years they have not
offered to God a burnt offering. Neither hast thou honored me with sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor
wearied thee with incense. Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of your sacrifices:
but thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with your iniquities. I, even I, am he that blotteth out the
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that you
may be justified. Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me. Therefore I have profaned the princes of
the sanctuary, I have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches (Isa 43:23-28). And so because they have not kept God's
covenant, they have experienced the desolation.
Isaiah 44:1-28 (AMP)
1 YET NOW hear, O Jacob, My servant and Israel, whom I have chosen. 2 Thus says the Lord, Who made you and formed you from the
womb, Who will help you: Fear not, O Jacob, My servant, and you Jeshurun [the upright one—applied to Israel as a type of the Messiah],
whom I have chosen. 3 For I will pour water upon him who is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground. I will pour My Spirit upon your
offspring, and My blessing upon your descendants. 4 And they shall spring up among the grass like willows or poplars by the
watercourses. 5 One will say, I am the Lord's; and another will call himself by the name of Jacob; and another will write [even brand or
tattoo] upon his hand, I am the Lord's, and surname himself by the [honorable] name of Israel. 6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the First and I am the Last; besides Me there is no God. 7 Who is like Me? Let him [stand and]
proclaim it, declare it, and set [his proofs] in order before Me, since I made and established the people of antiquity. [Who has
announced from of old] the things that are coming? Then let them declare yet future things. 8 Fear not, nor be afraid [in the coming
violent upheavals]; have I not told it to you from of old and declared it? And you are My witnesses! Is there a God besides Me? There is
no [other] Rock; I know not any. 9 All who make graven idols are confusion, chaos, and worthlessness. Their objects (idols) in which
they delight do not profit them, and their own witnesses (worshipers) do not see or know, so that they are put to shame. 10 Who is
[such a fool as] to fashion a god or cast a graven image that is profitable for nothing? 11 Behold, all his fellows shall be put to shame,
and the craftsmen, [how can they make a god?] they are but men. Let them all be gathered together, let them stand forth; they shall be
terrified, they shall be put to shame together. 12 The ironsmith sharpens and uses a chisel and works it over the coals; he shapes [the
core of the idol] with hammers and forges it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry and his strength fails; he drinks no water and is
faint. 13 The carpenter stretches out a line, he marks it out with a pencil or red ocher; he fashions [an idol] with planes and marks it out
with the compasses; and he shapes it to have the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, that it may dwell in a house. 14 He hews for
himself cedars, and takes the holm tree and the oak and lets them grow strong for himself among the trees of the forest; he plants a fir
tree or an ash, and the rain nourishes it. 15 Then it becomes fuel for a man to burn; a part of it he takes and warms himself, yes, he
kindles a fire and bakes bread. [Then out of the remainder, the leavings] he also makes a god and worships it! He [with his own hands]
makes it into a graven image and falls down and worships it! 16 He burns part of the wood in the fire; with part of it he [cooks and] eats
flesh, he roasts meat and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, Aha! I am warm, I have seen the fire! 17 And from what is left [of
the log] he makes a god, his graven idol. He falls down to it, he worships it and prays to it and says, Deliver me, for you are my god! 18
They do not know or understand, for their eyes God has let become besmeared so that they cannot see, and their minds as well so that
they cannot understand. 19 And no one considers in his mind, nor has he knowledge and understanding [enough] to say [to himself], I
have burned part of this log in the fire, and also I have baked bread on its coals and have roasted meat and eaten it. And shall I make
the remainder of it into an abomination [the very essence of what is disgusting, detestable, and shamefully vile in the eyes of a jealous
God]? Shall I fall down and worship the stock of a tree [a block of wood without consciousness or life]? 20 That kind of man feeds on
ashes [and finds his satisfaction in ashes]! A deluded mind has led him astray, so that he cannot release and save himself, or ask, Is not
[this thing I am holding] in my right hand a lie? 21 Remember these things [earnestly], O Jacob, O Israel, for you are My servant! I
formed you, you are My servant; O Israel, you shall not be forgotten by Me. 22 I have blotted out like a thick cloud your transgressions,
and like a cloud your sins. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you. 23 Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done it; shout, you depths of the
earth; break forth into singing, you mountains, O forest and every tree in it! For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and He glorifies Himself
in Israel. 24 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and He Who formed you from the womb: I am the Lord, Who made all things, Who
alone stretched out the heavens, Who spread out the earth by Myself [who was with Me]?— 25 [I am the Lord] Who frustrates the signs
and confounds the omens [upon which the false prophets' forecasts of the future are based] of the [boasting] liars and makes fools of
diviners, Who turns the wise backward and makes their knowledge foolishness, 26 [The Lord] Who confirms the word of His servant and
performs the counsel of His messengers, Who says of Jerusalem, She shall [again] be inhabited, and of the cities of Judah, They shall
[again] be built, and I will raise up their ruins, 27 Who says to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up your rivers, 28 Who says of Cyrus, He is
My shepherd (ruler), and he shall perform all My pleasure and fulfill all My purpose—even saying of Jerusalem, She shall [again] be built,
and of the temple, Your foundation shall [again] be laid.
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burns part of the tree in the fire; with part of it he heats his oven to bake his bread; and with part of it he makes his god (Isa 44:14Nations
that become so powerful, so strong, the Assyrian, like dust in the balance. God can blow them right out into oblivion. And God
17).
did. You haven't met an Assyrian lately, have you? God blew.
All of the same piece of wood. They take a tree. You cut it down. And you take part of the tree and you carve your little god out of it.
But you take the rest of the tree and you burn it in your fire and you warm yourself. You say, "Aha, I've seen the light, you know."
And part of it you break your bread and part of it you bow down and worship and you say, "Oh, you're my god." How totally illogical
and inconsistent. And God points this up how foolish man is when he seeks to create his own god, when he makes his own god like
himself. So he burns part of it in the fire, verses 16. With part he eats his flesh, he roasts his meat and he's satisfied. He warms
himself and he says, "Aha, I'm warm. I've seen the fire."
And the rest of it he makes a god out of it, even a little graven image: they fall down unto it, and he worships it, and prays unto it,
and says, Deliver me; for you are my god (Isa 44:17).
Oh, how foolish!
They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; their hearts, that they cannot understand
(Isa 44:18).
Tragic when a person has gone so far in his rebellion against God that God just allows him the blindness of his own folly. Shuts his
eyes that he cannot see. Therefore, Jesus said, as Isaiah the prophet spake of them declaring, "Therefore they could not believe." It
is possible for a person to reject the Lord so much that he'll come to a place in his life where he cannot believe. In John's gospel
12:38, it doesn't say, "Therefore, they would not believe." It says, "Therefore they could not believe, as Isaiah the prophet said,
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'Having eyes to see they cannot see; ears to hear, they cannot hear.' Therefore they could not believe" (John 12:39-40).
There is a time, we know not when, a line, we know not where, that marks the destiny of man twixt sorrow and despair. There is a line,
though by men unseen, once it has been crossed even God himself and all of His love has sworn that all is lost. It's possible for a man to
go over that point of no return. Where God gives him up to his own blindness and his own folly. Turns him over to his own folly and
allows him to go. And they cannot believe. Very tragic condition indeed. That they cannot understand. Not, it's no longer will not, they
cannot.
And none considers in his heart, neither is there any knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of this in the fire; and I
have also baked my bread on the coals; and I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the rest of it an abomination? and fall
down to the stock of a tree? (Isa 44:19)
Now nature does reveal God to man. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the earth shows His handiwork. And day unto day they
utter their speech, night unto night their voice goes forth. And there is not a speech nor a language, where their voice is not heard"
(Psalm 19:1-3). But there is an illogical way of observing nature and there is a logical way of observing nature. There is a logical way of
looking at a tree. Admiring the blossoms, enjoying the beauty. Admiring the capacities of reproduction that are there in the tree. The seed
that develops. It falls into the ground; the new tree that forms. The way the seeds are propagated by little fins of propellers or by hooks
or whatever, as a tree is capable of propagating itself. And to look at all of these processes and say, "Oh my, that's God." No, no, that isn't
God. That tree isn't God. That's stupid.
The logical way to look at the tree is to see it, to admire it, to enjoy its beauty, and to say, "That is a part of God's handiwork. That's a
creation of God." And to worship the God who created the tree rather than to worship the tree. But many people get hung up at the tree.
And they never get beyond the tree. And so Paul says, "Who worship and serve the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever more" (Romans 1:25). And this is a common mistake that men often make. They get bound up in the creation and they worship
the creation rather than the Creator. But the creation was always intended to point us to the Creator. But men get hung up here on the
material level and they worship and serve the creature more than the Creator. And yet God says, "They don't have any understanding."
Part of this tree I've warmed myself with in the fireplace. Part of it I roasted my meat. Part of it I baked my bread. And the rest I'm
falling down and worshipping saying, "You're my God, deliver me." "Shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?"
He feeds on the ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right
hand? Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be
forgotten of me. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, your transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed
thee. Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest,
and every tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel. Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, and he
that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreads abroad the
earth by myself; That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and makes diviners mad; that turns wise men backward, and makes their
knowledge foolish (Isa 44:20-25);
All you have to do is read the scientific textbooks of the first of this, scientific textbooks of 1890. And the knowledge of men in those days
and you read it today. Did you know that when bathtubs were first introduced in the United States that they were outlawed by many of
the cities? And doctors were predicting all kinds of dire consequences if a person bathed every day. And because of the tremendous
danger, the health hazard the bathtubs posed, many cities and all outlawed bathtubs in the beginning. Because the doctors were warning
of the dangers of taking baths too often. Oh, yes. As Paul said, "Professing themselves to be wise, they've become fools" (Romans 1:22).
Any time a man leaves God out of his life or out of his consideration, that man has become a fool. The Bible says, "The fool hath said in his
heart, 'There is no God'" (Psalm 14:1). "I am the God who turns wise men backward and makes their knowledge foolish." The knowledge
of man.
That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performs the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited;
and to the cities of Judah, You shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof: That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry
up thy rivers: That saith of Cyrus (Isa 44:26-28),
"Now I'm the Lord, I'm the One." And now He is naming a man a hundred and fifty years before this man is born. So now God gets really
specific. He said,
That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid (Isa 44:28)
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Isaiah 45:1-25 (AMP)
1 THUS SAYS the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held to subdue nations before him, and I will unarm and ungird
the loins of kings to open doors before him, so that gates will not be shut. 2 I will go before you and level the mountains [to make the
crooked places straight]; I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut asunder the bars of iron. 3 And I will give you the treasures of
darkness and hidden riches of secret places, that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, Who calls you by your name. 4 For
the sake of Jacob My servant, and of Israel My chosen, I have called you by your name. I have surnamed you, though you have not
known Me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no one else; there is no God besides Me. I will gird and arm you, though you have not known Me,
6 That men may know from the east and the rising of the sun and from the west and the setting of the sun that there is no God besides
Me. I am the Lord, and no one else [is He]. 7 I form the light and create darkness, I make peace [national well-being] and I create
[physical] evil (calamity); I am the Lord, Who does all these things. 8 Let fall in showers, you heavens, from above, and let the skies rain
down righteousness [the pure, spiritual, heaven-born possibilities that have their foundation in the holy being of God]; let the earth
open, and let them [skies and earth] sprout forth salvation, and let righteousness germinate and spring up [as plants do] together; I the
Lord have created it. 9 Woe to him who strives with his Maker!—a worthless piece of broken pottery among other pieces equally
worthless [and yet presuming to strive with his Maker]! Shall the clay say to him who fashions it, What do you think you are making? or,
Your work has no handles? 10 Woe to him [who complains against his parents that they have begotten him] who says to a father, What
are you begetting? or to a woman, With what are you in travail? 11 Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: Would you
question Me about things to come concerning My children, and concerning the work of My hands [would you] command Me? 12 I made
the earth and created man upon it. I, with My hands, stretched out the heavens, and I commanded all their host. 13 I will raise [Cyrus]
up in righteousness [willing in every way that which is right and proper], and I will direct all his ways; he will build My city, and he will
let My captives go, not for hire or for a bribe, says the Lord of hosts. 14 Thus says the Lord: The labor and wealth of Egypt and the
merchandise of Ethiopia and the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over to you and they shall be yours; they shall follow you; in chains
[of subjection to you] they shall come over, and they shall fall down before you; they shall make supplication to you, saying, Surely God
is with you, and there is no other, no God besides Him. 15 Truly You are a God Who hides Himself, O God of Israel, the Savior. 16 They
shall be put to shame, yes, confounded, all of them; they who are makers of idols shall go off into confusion together. 17 But Israel shall
be saved by the Lord with an everlasting salvation; you shall not be put to shame or confounded to all eternity. 18 For thus says the
Lord—Who created the heavens, God Himself, Who formed the earth and made it, Who established it and did not create it to be a
worthless waste; He formed it to be inhabited—I am the Lord, and there is no one else. 19 I have not spoken in secret, in a corner of the
land of darkness; I did not call the descendants of Jacob [to a fruitless service], saying, Seek Me for nothing [but I promised them a just
reward]. I, the Lord, speak righteousness (the truth—trustworthy, straightforward correspondence between deeds and words); I declare
things that are right. 20 Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, you survivors of the nations! They have no knowledge who
carry about [in religious processions or into battle] their wooden idols and keep on praying to a god that cannot save. 21 Declare and
bring forward your strong arguments [for praying to gods that cannot save]; yes, take counsel together. Who announced this [the rise of
Cyrus and his conquests] beforehand (long ago)? [What god] declared it of old? Was it not I, the Lord? And there is no other God besides
Me, a rigidly and uncompromisingly just and righteous God and Savior; there is none besides Me. 22 Look to Me and be saved, all the
ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. 23 I have sworn by Myself, the word is gone out of My mouth in righteousness and
shall not return, that unto Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear [allegiance]. 24 Only in the Lord shall one say, I have
righteousness (salvation and victory) and strength [to achieve]. To Him shall all come who were incensed against Him, and they shall be
ashamed. 25 In the Lord shall all the offspring of Israel be justified (enjoy righteousness, salvation, and victory) and shall glory.
Chapter 45
Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of
kings (Isa 45:1), You remember I told you he prophesied that Nebuchadnezzar's knees will be smited together. "His loins were loose,"
the Bible says, "his knees smote one against another" (Daniel 5:6). And God here predicted, "I'm going to loose the loins of the kings." It
happened to be Belshazzar. to open before him the two-leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut (Isa 45:1);
Now, in the city of Babylon, which, of course, was considered to be impregnable against his enemies, had walls 300 feet high, eighty feet
thick, that encircled the city fifteen miles square, the outer wall, the moats, the river Euphrates flowing through the midst of the city, the
big wide thoroughfares going from one end of the city to the other, blocking it off into the fifteen major square mile areas. And where the
walls, where the river Euphrates flowed through, they built walls along the upper bank of the river Euphrates. And they had at these
fifteen major intersections where these roads crossed the river Euphrates, they had built these bridges across the river Euphrates and
they had these great gates in the wall that they would open for the concourse of the people through the streets of Babylon. But at night,
the gates would be shut and barred. Now when Cyrus came with the Medo-Persian army and began his siege of Babylon, Belshazzar felt
so secure within the city that in more or less defiance against Cyrus and the Medo-Persian army, he ordered this great feast, where for
months they were feasting, drinking, partying because they felt so secure within this great fortress of the city of Babylon. Now Cyrus in
studying the situation realized that there was no way that they could assault the walls, 300 feet high. No way could these walls be
assaulted. So he devised upon a scheme of building diversion channels for the river Euphrates. And they went upriver to divert the
channels or divert the river Euphrates into these channels. And then on this particular night, which so happened to be the night that
Belshazzar ordered the golden vessels that his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, on this night they
turned the river Euphrates into the channels and the soldiers came through on the banks of the river under the wall. But then they had
the problem of these great gates and the wall that was there along the river Euphrates. But for some reason, probably because the
soldiers were so drunk from the parties, they had not locked the gates to these walls that night. And so the troops of Cyrus were able to
come through these gates that were open and were able, of course, to conquer the city of Babylon that evening. Now, again, notice what
God said concerning Cyrus, "I will loose the loins of the kings to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut."
That was 200 years or not quite, a hundred and eighty years, hundred and ninety years before the event took place, God speaks of it,
naming Cyrus as the king that would be involved. Calling him by his name.
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I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, I will cut in sunder the bars of
iron: And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places (Isa 45:2-3),
Of course, he gained the tremendous wealth of the Babylonian Empire.
that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name (Isa 45:3),
Now God's bragging a little bit. "I've called you by your name."
am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee,
though you have not known me (Isa 45:3-4).
Interesting indeed that God names the king who will give the decree for the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem after their Babylonian
captivity. God calls him, "My shepherd." And, "You're the one that is going to release My people from their captivity. I've subdued the
nations before you. I will open the gates, the leaved gates," and so forth. And God calls him by name and gives out the detail. That's
why God said, "Hey, if you're gods, tell us something before it happens so that when it happens we'll really know that you may know
that I am God. There is none like me; I am the Lord. I frustrate the tokens and so forth. I confirm the word. And I say of Cyrus, 'He is
My shepherd and will perform My pleasure."
No way, no way could this be written except by divine inspiration of God. No way Isaiah could know this. No way Isaiah could call the
guy by his name except God who dwells outside of our time domain, looking into the time domain, speaks to a man within the time
domain because He knows outside of the time domain the things that are going to be. He is able to tell him what is going to be the
names of the people and the events and how they are going to transpire. And so we have here a message from an extraterrestrial
source that is outside of our time domain. God speaking to man. The eternal God declaring things before they happen that we might
know that He is God when we see them happen. Marvelous prophecy.
And, of course, the Bible critics when they get again something like this they just say, "Well, there were two Isaiahs and this one was
written after the event. Quite obvious."
I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though you have not known me: That they may know
from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. I form the light, I
create darkness: I make peace, I create evil (Isa 45:5-7):
Now this verse has caused a lot of problems to people where God said, "I create evil." And the problem is caused probably in the
translation of the Greek of the Hebrew word ra, which word in Hebrew means sorrow or wretchedness or adversity or calamities or
afflictions. Now it was unfortunately translated evil, but we know that God did not create evil. But He did create the calamities and the
afflictions that would come upon those who did evil. So it's just an unfortunate translation. The Hebrew word is ra, which means
sorrow or wretchedness or calamity or adversity or affliction. It has never been translated sin.
I the LORD do all these things. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and
let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it. Woe unto him who strives with
his Maker! (Isa 45:7-9)
Now, God has told us all that He has done, all that He is. And then He says, "Woe." Isaiah says, "Woe unto the man who strives with
his Maker." Man, to strive with God has to be the height of folly. Woe unto the man who is striving with God. And yet, how many
people do strive with God. They fight with God. They run against God. They try to run away from God. "Woe unto him who strives with
his Maker."
Why would a man strive with God? Because he has the wrong concept of God. That's the only reason I can conceive a man striving
with God, because he has the wrong concept of God. If you had a true concept of God, you wouldn't want to strive with Him because
you know that what God has for your life is the very best that could ever happen to you. Why fight it? God said, "My purposes towards
thee are good, not evil" (Jeremiah 29:11). Why fight it? But woe unto him who is fighting with God, because he is fighting against his
own good. And there are people who do strive with God. But if they win, then they've really lost. God says, "My Spirit will not always
strive with man" (Genesis 6:3). But people strive against the Spirit of God and the work of God's Spirit in our hearts, in the rejecting
and the refusing of Jesus Christ. "Woe unto that man who strives with his Maker." The woe of God's judgment will come upon the man
who wins in that strife. If you refuse God, if you refuse to submit your life to God, oh, what judgment and woe is destined upon your
life. But how foolish it is to fight with God. "Woe to him who strives with his Maker."
Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What are you making? or to thy
work, He has no hands? (Isa 45:9) Here's a bit of clay on the table and it's spinning. The potter's getting ready to shape it. And so he
begins to mold and the clay begins to, "Hey, what are you making out of me?" You see, the clay has no power over its own destiny. It's
in the hand of the potter what the clay is to be. And in the same token, we really have no power over our destiny. Our lives are as clay
in the hand of God. He has the capacity to form of us whatever He wants. But woe unto the man who strives with his Maker, who
begins to challenge the work of God in his life. "I don't want to be that. I don't want to do that. Why are You doing that?" You see, God
has a purpose and a plan for you that you can only discover by yielding to God. The potter has in his mind that which he wants this bit
of clay to become. The clay of itself is pretty worthless. It's so common, one of the most common elements in the earth today—clay.
But the clay has the capacity for infinite value according to the ability of the potter.
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Now if the potter is capable, he can take a worthless bit of clay and make it into something of great worth and great value. Now who can
deny the ability of God, the Master Potter, to take our lives which are so common, and yet to make something uncommon of us.
Something of great value and worth as He makes me a vessel that He might use for His purpose. So God has in mind that which He wants
my life to be. I can only discover what God has in His mind by yielding my life to God. But He shows the folly of the clay objecting to the
potter or trying to direct the potter.
Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What have you begotten? or to the woman, What have you brought forth? Thus saith the LORD,
the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye
me. For I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I
commanded. I have raised him up in righteousness [talking of Cyrus], and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let
go my captives, not for a price or for a reward, saith the LORD of hosts (Isa 45:10-13).
He's going to do it. Not for a price, not for reward, not for bribery, but I've raised him up for that purpose. God formed him for that
purpose.
Now the Lord in verse 11 challenges us to ask Him concerning things to come. "Command ye the work of My hands, concerning the work
of My hands, command ye Me." Now this doesn't mean as it has been interpreted by men today that we have the power to command God
to do things that we want done upon the earth, that through prayer we can command God to perform certain things. To consider God as a
glorified Santa Claus in the sky is a wrong concept of God completely. And to think of prayer as an agency to get my will done is the
wrong concept of prayer completely. The real purpose and thrust of prayer is to get God's will done. You see, if I use prayer to get my will
done, then I would be governing the universe. I would be guiding and directing the affairs of my life and the lives of men around me. I
would be in control. The clay would be determining its own destiny. That's not what it's all about. The real purpose of prayer is to get
God's will done and to submit my life to God and to come into harmony with His purposes for me, because His plans for me are far wiser
than mine could ever be. His knowledge of the situation is far greater than mine. And it would be sheer folly for me to try to command
God to do things as I see and as I think they ought to be done. I could botch up this whole world in ten minutes with that kind of prayer.
Not to get my will done, to do the work of the Father.
So God declares to Cyrus, "I've raised him up."
Thus saith the LORD, The labor of Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabaeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee,
and they shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make
supplication unto thee, saying, Surely God is in thee; and there is none else, there is no God [beside yours]. Verily thou art a God that
hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour. They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go into confusion
together that are makers of idols. But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor
confounded world without end (Isa 45:14-17).
God going to cast off Israel? Never! World without end God is going to be dealing with them. The everlasting work of God and salvation
of God to these people. You say, "But I don't like the Jews." That's tough. God does. And God has promised to work with them.
For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it
not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else (Isa 45:18).
Now there are some who use this particular scripture to support what is known as the gap theory. That is, that between verses 1 and 2 of
Genesis, there does exist a gap of an indeterminate period of time. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." Now
between that statement and the next, which declares, "And the earth was without form, and void," there are many Bible scholars who
believe that there is an indeterminate period of time between those two verses. In that indefinite period of time, God created the angels,
including Satan, and during that period of time Satan rebelled against God and against the authority of God. So that in verse 1 of Genesis,
you have the original creation declared, "In the beginning God created (bara), the heavens and the earth." They would translate verse 2,
"But the earth became wasted, and desolate; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved or brooded over
the face of the waters."
By seeing this indefinite period of time between verses 1 and 2 of Genesis, they can then rationalize all of the fossils that are dated back
to several million years. Makes no difference because of this indefinite time period that they see existing between verse 1 and 2 of
Genesis. And this is one of the verses that they use to prove this idea. There are many verses, this being one of them as God declares
concerning His creation of the earth, "I created it not in vain." Or, "I did not create it without form and void." Now for God to create
something without form and void does seem to be inconsistent with the creation of God, because God looked upon the days of His
creation and He saw that it was good.
And so for God to create something without form and void would be inconsistent with the nature of God's creation which is good. And
God saw all of the things that He created and they were good. So when God created the earth, they believed that in the original creation,
that He created the earth to be inhabited and that it was inhabited by what we would call prehistoric beings. That Adam became the first
of man after man in the present form. But it is quite possible that prior to Genesis, and these recreative acts of God, that there were other
beings that inhabited the earth in prehistoric times. And that as the result of perhaps Satan's fall, for they do theorize that it is possible
that Satan actually was the ruler over the earth in this period of indefinite time between verse 1 and 2. As God, and we will get to it in
Ezekiel, said concerning Satan, "I have set thee in Eden," or "I have set thee in Eden. Yes, I have set thee in Eden, the garden of God.
Every precious... I have set thee in the garden of God. Every precious stone was for thy covering, the onyx, the carbuncle, sardius and so
forth. And thou was perfect in wisdom, perfect in all of thy ways until the day that iniquity was found in thee" (Ezekiel 28:13,15). And
then he speaks of his being cast out, cast down and so forth. So this is one of the verses. God said, "I didn't create the earth vain. I didn't
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create it without form. I created it to be inhabited." And thus the argument for the gap between verses 1 and 2 of Genesis.
There are... Pember's Earth's Earliest Ages is probably one of the best presentations of the gap theory. And he presents quite an argument
in his book, Earth's Earliest Ages by Pember. There are others such as Dr. Morris in his book, The Genesis Record, which does not believe
that a gap does exist between verse 1 and 2 of Genesis. He has difficulty determining when the angels were created and when Satan fell.
Because it wasn't long after man was in the Garden of Eden that Satan in his fallen form came and tempted him. So if Morris' theory is
correct that it all happened just 7,000 or 6,000 years ago, and that within this short span of time everything was created, and Satan has
fallen and everything else, then there are difficulties with Morris' theory even as there are difficulties with the gap theory.
But either one of them in my mind are credible. You say, "But if we were only created 7,000 years ago, how do you explain all the fossils
and all this kind of stuff that we've carbon dated?" Well, there could be a mistake in carbon dating, or how old was Adam when God
created him? Day that God created Adam and breathed His breath of life into Adam, how old was Adam? He must have been one day old.
But if he was one day old, he had the skeletal form of an adult. He no doubt had teeth and he had muscle coordination. So when God
created Adam, He would have to create him as an adult, which means that he would already have age-dating factors built in. You look at
his teeth and you say, "He's got the teeth of a thirty-year old." There would be the age-dating factors that were built in, though he was
one day old. There were age-dating factors built in. God could very well have created the earth with age-dating factors built into the
thing. All of the fossils, He could have just created them all just to confuse men. How big is your God? If He created man with age-dating
factors, then He could very well have created the earth with age-dating factors. The universe with age-dating factors. So we'll leave that
for the more learned men to worry about.
I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak
righteousness, I declare the things that are right. Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations:
they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save (Isa 45:19-20).
People are ignorant that do these things.
Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that
time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; and there is none beside me (Isa 45:21).
Now, the Bible is a revelation of God. Men may develop their concepts of God, but they're wrong. Because men in developing his concept
of God makes a god after his own image, after his own likeness. He has an anthropomorphic concept of God. But God has declared
Himself, God has revealed Himself and the Bible is God's revelation. And here we have this glorious, awesome description of God as He
declares Himself to us. He said, "Look unto Me," for He said, "I'm a Savior; there is none like Me. I'm a just God."
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. I have sworn by myself, the word is gone
out of my mouth in righteousness, and it shall not return (Isa 45:22-23).
God said I have sworn this, the word is gone out, it's not going to return. It's going to happen. Why?
every knee is going to bow, every tongue shall swear (Isa 45:23).
Now Paul tells us in Philippians, "Let this mind be also in you, which was in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, and thought it not
something to be grasped to be equal with God, humbled Himself or emptied Himself and took on the form of a man and came in likeness
as His servant. Was obedient even unto death, the death of the cross. Wherefore God has also highly exalted Him, and given Him a name
that is above every name. That at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to
the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:5-11). God said, "I have declared it. I've sworn by Myself."
Now in Hebrews it says because God can't swear by any higher; He has to swear by Himself. Now, he says when a man takes an oath he
takes an oath by something greater. But when God takes an oath, God wants to declare a truth, He can't swear by anything greater so He
has to swear by Himself. But in order that it might be confirmed by an oath that shall not be broken, God does swear by Himself. And
whenever you get this in the scripture, you know you're getting into something that is more positive than anything else in life or in the
world. It shall be. It cannot be broken. It shall come to pass. The day will come when every knee shall bow and every tongue shall
confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord to the glory of God the Father. But for many, that day will be too late for their own salvation,
tragically. They may curse Him now. They may swear by His name now in a profane way, but the day will come when every knee shall
bow. God said, "I have sworn it."
Surely shall one say, In the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him
shall be ashamed (Isa 45:24). Oh, what a shame for those who have spoken against Jesus Christ in that day. Heavy, heavy. In the LORD
shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory (Isa 45:25). Powerful, powerful, powerful stuff.
Father, we thank You for the certainty of Your Word. We stand in awe before Thee, O God, the Creator of the heaven and the earth and
everything that is in them. Who have declared the former things and also have declared to us the things that shall yet come to pass. Lord,
we bow our knee before Thee tonight and we confess that Thou alone art God. There is none beside Thee. Who is like Thee, O God? Great
and majesty and in power and in glory. Truly Lord, honor and dominion are Yours. Praise and worship is to be given unto Thee. O God,
open our lips that we might praise Thy name. Open our hearts that we might, Lord, just worship Thee in spirit and in truth. And help us, O
Lord, to yield ourselves unto Thee as unto the Master Potter, knowing that Your ways are best for us. And thus, may we yield our lives to
the touch of Your Spirit that You might make of us that which You would have us to be. Vessels, Lord, that are for Thy glory. Bringing
praise and glory unto Thy name. O Lord, Thou art God. We worship Thee. In Jesus' name.
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Isaiah 46:1-13 (AMP)
1 BEL BOWS down, Nebo stoops [gods of Babylon, whose idols are being carried off]; their idols are on the beasts [of burden] and on the
cattle. These things that you carry about are loaded as burdens on the weary beasts. 2 [The gods] stoop, they bow down together; they
cannot save [their own idols], but are themselves going into captivity. 3 Listen to Me [says the Lord], O house of Jacob, and all the
remnant of the house of Israel, you who have been borne by Me from your birth, carried from the womb: 4 Even to your old age I am He,
and even to hair white with age will I carry you. I have made, and I will bear; yes, I will carry and will save you. 5 To whom will you liken
Me and make Me equal and compare Me, that we may be alike? 6 They lavish gold out of the cup or bag, weigh out silver on the scales,
and hire a goldsmith, and he fashions it into a god; [then] they fall down, yes, they worship it! 7 They bear it upon their shoulders [in
religious processions or into battle]; they carry it and set it down in its place, and there it stands. It cannot move from its place. Even if
one cries to it for help, yet [the idol] cannot answer or save him out of his distress. 8 [Earnestly] remember this, be ashamed and own
yourselves guilty; bring it again to mind and lay it to heart, O you rebels! 9 [Earnestly] remember the former things, [which I did] of old;
for I am God, and there is no one else; I am God, and there is none like Me, 10 Declaring the end and the result from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure and purpose, 11 Calling
a ravenous bird from the east—the man [Cyrus] who executes My counsel from a far country. Yes, I have spoken, and I will bring it to
pass; I have purposed it, and I will do it. 12 Listen to Me, you stiff-hearted and you who have lost heart, you who are far from
righteousness (from uprightness and right standing with God, and from His righteous deliverance). 13 I bring near My righteousness [in
the deliverance of Israel], it will not be far off; and My salvation shall not tarry. And I will put salvation in Zion, for Israel My glory [yes,
give salvation in Zion and My glory to Israel].
Isaiah chapter 46. Now in Isaiah 46 we get a short contrast between God, the true and the living eternal God that created the heavens
and the earth, and the false gods that these people were worshipping. And the tragic thing is these people were the Israelites, the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They had turned to idolatry. And as you read the prophecy of Isaiah and of Jeremiah, they are
crying out against the idolatry of the people, warning them that their continued idolatry would bring upon them the judgment of God.
Using Babylon as His instrument of judgment, and that they would be going into captivity as the result of their idolatry. You remember
Jeremiah cried out, "For My people have committed two sins; one, they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living water, and they have
hewn out for themselves cisterns, cisterns that can hold no water" (Jeremiah 2:13).
Men will worship something. Men will believe in something. They must. Every man has a god. But there are some religious systems that
hold no water at all. They just do nothing for the people who believe, but bring them into captivity. And so God's cry against the people.
Now it is interesting in some of the most recent archaeological excavations there in Israel, above the springs of Gihon on that section of
the hill that comes down that was known as Ophel, which was the site of the ancient city of Jerusalem in David's day and on through to
Hezekiah's time, there in the houses that have recently been excavated by the archaeologists, houses that were actually destroyed by
the Babylonian army. Houses that have laid in ruins for 2,500 years. As they uncovered the stones and the rubble of these houses, within
the houses they have found multitudes of little pagan gods, the gods that the people had worshipped, the gods that the people had
turned to. And thus, we find actually by the archaeologist's spade just tremendous confirmation to what Isaiah is saying, as he is
rebuking the people for their worship of the false gods.
Now he speaks concerning two of their false gods, and they had many.
Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth; their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle: your carriages were heavy laden; they are a
burden to the weary beast. They stoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves are gone into
captivity (Isa 46:1-2).
And so he speaks of their worship of these false gods. But he points out a great truth here, and that is, their false gods became a burden.
Even the cattle strain under the load of them. For as was the custom, the false gods would be brought out of their temples or out of their
centers of worship, placed upon carts and driven through the streets on the various festivals and holy days in which they worshipped
those particular gods. Sometimes they would be borne by the men on a platform as they would walk with the poles on their shoulder.
Now, these things are not totally uncommon today. There is a holiday in Mexico for the Virgin Guadalupe and you can go down on that
holiday and you can see them as they take the statues of the Virgin Guadalupe and put them in these glorious chariots or carts and all,
and they'll carry the Virgin Guadalupe through the street as the people kneel and bow and genuflect and so forth and worship the Virgin
Guadalupe. So these things are not totally unfamiliar even in our day. But they were very common in those days. And here the people of
God, who should surely know better, have turned to the worship of Bel and of Nebo. But in reality, the worship of these false gods
constituted an interesting study, because these gods couldn't even carry themselves. They had to be carried by man. And in man carrying
them or in the beast pulling them, they became a burden and they bowed down and stooped those who tried to carry them or bear them
along.
Now in contrast to that, God declares,
Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel (Isa 46:3),
Now here is an interesting verse because the remnant of the house of Israel would have been those from the Northern Kingdom, who,
when the Assyrians conquered the Northern Kingdom, fled down into Judah. So there was a remnant when the Northern Kingdom fell,
there was a remnant from each of the tribes that escaped and came down to Judah and became a part of the Southern Kingdom at that
time. The rest of them were dispersed by the Assyrians into the various parts of the world. But many of them from the various tribes
came and settled in Judah after the Assyrian invasion.
So,
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the remnant of the house of Israel, which are borne by me (Isa 46:3)
In contrast to these people bearing their gods or carrying their gods, God declares, "I am carrying you."
and I've carried you from the womb: And I will carry you till you come to the grave; until your grey hairs, your old age. I am he that
carries you: for I have made you, and I will bear you; and I will carry you, and I will deliver you (Isa 46:3-4).
And so the true and the living God, rather than having to be carried, will carry you; rather than having to be supported, will support you.
So it all depends on what kind of a god you want. Do you want a god that you have to support? Or do you want a god that will support
you? You want a god that you have to carry? Or do you want a god that can carry you? You want a god that will bring you into captivity,
or do you want a god who is able to deliver you? And this is the contrast that has been made between the false idols that the people had
turned to when they had turned away from God and the true and the living God.
Now God said,
To whom will ye liken me (Isa 46:5),
Now, they had made their images of their gods. They had carved or they had made their molds and poured in the hot metals and had
their molten images, or they had carved the likenesses of their god. Now God said, "If you were going to carve a likeness of Me, what
would you make Me like? What kind of a figure would you make? What would be the likeness? What would you liken Me to?"
[or to what would you try] to make me equal, or to compare me, that we may be like? (Isa 46:5)
What kind of a comparison can you make with God? That is, anything that we know on the human level. What are you going to make
Him like? If you're going to start to carve Him out, how and in what? Are you going to carve Him out like a man? When God is a Spirit,
where do you start in carving the likeness of a spirit? Now he again speaks of how they had made their own gods in various... and have
you seen some of the idols of these gods? These carvings that they made and said, "That is god." These carvings that they bowed down
to and worshipped. These carvings that they have built great temples for. Have you ever seen idols of Diana? She is supposed to be god.
Many people worshipped her. The multi-breasted Diana, breasts all down the front of her. And she is god. The nourisher of life in a
symbolic form. And so they say, "That's god." And so they worship this image or idol of Diana or Astarte.
So God said, "What are you going to make Me like?" Now he is talking about their making gods. For they lavish gold out of the bag, and
they weigh silver in the balances, and then they hire a goldsmith; and he makes it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship it (Isa 46:6).
Now, he was made by a man, and yet the people are so foolish as to fall down and worship it. Imagine, he makes a god. Men make their
own gods. Somehow within the consciousness of man, innate within, there is the consciousness of God. And it is just a part of man's
nature to worship. So that you'll find in every culture, even the most primitive cultures, there are forms of worship of God or of gods.
And in most cases, men have made gods after the projections of themselves. "If I were God, this is what I would do. This is how I would
do it." And so they make up their legends of their gods. And they have super power in hunting and great cunning abilities. And they
worship that.
Down in the jungles of South America where the primitive people do not wear clothing, and when the storms come their bodies are cold
and shivering, some of them do not make permanent dwelling places but are nomadic. Now, these people in their minds think, "If I were
God I would live in that tree because it's so big and strong and when the wind comes and the rain descends, it doesn't seem to be
affected. It doesn't shiver with the wind like I am shivering. So if I were God, I would be in that tree and I would live in that tree." And
so you find them worshipping a tree and they have trees that they've set out for special worship. That's god. Or the full moon that gives
light in the jungles at night. And so you'll find them out in the full moon, arms around each other, in a circle as they do their little dance
and then their little chants as they are worshipping their god. For, "If I were God I would ride there in the moon and I would give
beautiful light at night, the silvery light through the jungles and so forth." And so they worship the moon.
Now the Greeks had interesting concepts of God. And they're expressed in, "If I were God I would live on mount Olympus and I would
look down and I would see these men down below. And those earthlings, those mortals would not have a chance with the beautiful
maidens that are there, for I would use my supernatural powers to charm them and to bewitch them and I would take advantage over
those mortals." And so you have your various concepts of God that men have created in their own mind.
So here is the interesting thing. He makes a god. And then the people bow down and worship it. And then, They bear him on their
shoulders (Isa 46:7), This is our God. they carry him [on their shoulders], and they set him in his place, and he stands in his place; and
he doesn't move from it: yes, they will cry unto him, yet he can not answer them, nor save him out of their trouble (Isa 46:7). And yet
people worship these things that cannot move, cannot respond, cannot talk to them, and they worship them in lieu of worshipping the
true and the living God. That's the tragedy. People say, "Well, I don't believe in God." Well, they don't believe, what they mean is, in a
God who created the heavens and the earth and everything that is in them and sent His Son to die for man's sins. They don't believe in
the true and the living God, but they believe in god. And they have a god. But they refuse to worship the true and the living God who is
able to help them and respond to their needs. And instead they are worshipping gods that cannot be of any help to them whatsoever,
but will only bring them into captivity. They worship, really, the gods of pleasure so many times. But you give your life over to pleasure
and you're going to end up with lust. So many people worshipping the god of the intellect. You give yourself over to the god of intellect
and you're going to end up with pride. So many people are worshipping the god of power and their whole life is dedicated to the power
principle and they end up with greed. So God speaks out about these false gods. They cannot answer you. They cannot move. They
cannot even carry themselves.

12
Remember this, [God said] and show yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors. Remember the former things of old: for I
am God, and there is none other; I am God, and there is none like me, For I have declared the end from the beginning (Isa 46:8-10),
There is no God that is able to declare the end from the beginning. There is no religious system outside. Well, there just is no religious
system really that has been predicated upon the ability of God to declare from the beginning what the end of the matter or a situation is
going to be.
and from ancient times the things that are not yet done (Isa 48:10),
At that time of Isaiah's writing there were prophecies that still had not been fulfilled.
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do my pleasure (Isa 48:10):
So God has already established what shall be. That cannot change. God said, "I will do My pleasure."
Calling (Isa 46:11)
And now He refers back to chapter 45 where He said that Cyrus the king of the Medo-Persians would be His instrument in releasing the
children of Israel from their Babylonian captivity. Now that's a hundred and fifty years before Cyrus was born. That's why God is declaring,
"There's no God like me. I'm declaring to you before it happens what's going to happen. I'm naming the fellow before he is ever born. He
doesn't know Me, but I'm calling him by his name. And his name is Cyrus and he's going to allow you to be released from your captivity."
And so referring back to that prophecy of Cyrus, He said,
Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executes my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to
pass; I have purposed it, and also I will do it (Isa 46:11).
Now you go ahead and read the history and you'll find that God did do it. He purposed it. He did do it. And Cyrus was the name of the
Medo-Persian king that gave the decree that the children of Israel might return from their captivity in Babylon. Giving unto the children of
Israel that permission to go back and to rebuild the temple.
Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness: I bring near my righteousness: it shall not be far off, and my salvation
shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory (Isa 46:12-13).
And so God promises that their salvation, their righteousness will be placed in Zion.

Isaiah 47:1-15 (AMP)
1 COME DOWN, and sit in the dust, O Virgin Daughter of Babylon; sit on the ground [in abject humiliation]; there is no throne for you, O
Daughter of the Chaldeans, for you shall no longer be called dainty and delicate. 2 Take the millstones [like the poorest female slave of the
household does] and grind meal; take off your veil and uncover your hair. Remove your skirt, bare your leg, wade through the rivers [at
the command of your captors]. 3 Your nakedness shall be exposed, and your shame shall be seen. I will take vengeance, and I will spare
no man [none I encounter will be able to resist Me], 4 [Says] our Redeemer—the Lord of hosts is His name—the Holy One of Israel. 5 Sit in
silence and go into darkness, O Daughter of the Chaldeans; for you shall no more be called the lady and mistress of kingdoms. 6 I was
angry with My people, I profaned My inheritance [Judah]; and I gave them into your hand [Babylon]. You showed them no mercy; upon
the old people you made your yoke very heavy. 7 And you said, I shall be the mistress forever! So you did not lay these things to heart, nor
did you [seriously] remember the certain, ultimate end of such conduct. 8 Therefore now, hear this, you who love pleasures and are given
over to them, you who dwell safely and sit securely, who say in your mind, I am [the mistress] and there is no one else besides me. I shall
not sit as a widow, nor shall I know the loss of children. 9 But these two things shall come to you in a moment, in one day: loss of children
and widowhood. They shall come upon you in full measure, in spite of the multitude of [your claims to] power given you by the assistance
of evil spirits, in spite of the great abundance of your enchantments. 10 For you [Babylon] have trusted in your wickedness; you have said,
No one sees me. Your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray, and you said in your heart and mind, I am, and there is no one besides
me. 11 Therefore shall evil come upon you; you shall not know the dawning of it or how to charm it away. And a disaster and evil shall fall
upon you that you shall not be able to atone for [with all your offerings to your gods]; and desolation shall come upon you suddenly, about
which you shall know nothing or how to avert it. 12 Persist, then, with your enchantments and the multitude of your sorceries [Babylon],
in which you have labored from your youth; and see if perhaps you will be able to profit, if you will prevail and strike terror! 13 You are
wearied with your many counsels and plans. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, and the monthly prognosticators stand up and make
known to you and save you from the things that shall come upon you [Babylon]. 14 Behold, they are like stubble; the fire consumes them.
They cannot even deliver themselves from the power of the flame [much less deliver the nation]. There is no coal for warming or fire
before which to sit! 15 Such to you shall they [the astrologers and their kind] be, those with whom you have labored and such their fate,
those who have done business with you from your youth; they will wander, every one to his own quarter and in his own direction. No one
will save you.
Chapter 47; Now in chapter 47, God speaks of the judgment that is going to come against Babylon. Now this is before Babylon ever
conquered them. But God has declared that Babylon shall conquer them, but because of the treatment that Babylon gives to the people of
God, she herself, though used as an instrument of God in judgment against His people, will also be brought into judgment by God. Come
down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt
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no more be called tender and delicate. Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass
over the rivers. For thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: and I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee
as a man (Isa 47:1-3). He's going to meet them as a God in judgment. As for our Redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One
of Israel. Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms.
I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into your hand: but you did not show them mercy; upon
the ancient (Isa 47:4-6) That is, the very old men. you have laid a very heavy yoke (Isa 47:6). So the Babylonians were not really kind
to their captives. They were very hard on the people of Israel when they took them captives. And even upon the old men they laid very
heavy burdens, made them bondslaves and made them work hard. And so because of their treatment, He said,
You have said, I shall be a lady for ever: so that you did not lay these things to thy heart, neither did you remember the latter end of it.
Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwell carelessly, that say in your heart, I am, and none else beside me; I
shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children: But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the
loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of your sorceries, and for the great
abundance of your enchantments. For you have trusted in your wickedness: and you have said, None seeth me (Isa 47:7-10). Now God
speaks of the judgment that is going to come against Babylon because of their treatment of His people. You remember Jesus spoke when
He returns to the earth, He said, "Then will I gather together the nations for judgment and I will separate them as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. And to those on the right hand I will say, 'Come ye blessed of the Father, inherit the kingdom that was
prepared for you from the foundations of the earth. For I was hungry, you fed Me. Thirsty and you gave Me to drink.'" And so forth.
"'Lord, when did we see You hungry? When did we see You thirsty?' Inasmuch as you did it unto My brethren, the least of My brethren,
you did it to Me" (Matthew 25:32-40). And so the nations will be judged for their treatment of God's people, the Jews. Be careful about
speaking against the Jews. For God has chosen them and God has said, "I will bless those that bless thee, and curse those that curse
thee" (Genesis 12:3). "For those on His left He said, 'Depart from Me, ye workers of iniquity, into everlasting judgment that was prepared
for Satan and his angels. For I was hungry, and you did not feed Me; thirsty, and you did not give Me to drink; naked, and you did not
clothe Me; in prison, you did not visit Me.' 'Lord, when did we see You and not help You out?' 'Inasmuch as you did it not to the least of
these My brethren, you did it not to Me'" (Matthew 25:41-45).
Now here because of the ill treatment of His people, though God was angry with the Jews and had a cause against them because they
had polluted the name of God by their false worship, yet though He gave them over in the hand of the Babylonians, they did not show
them mercy. And thus, God's judgment and heavy hand. Now one of the things the Babylonians were saying, notice here, is that our
kingdom is going to last. "I will be a lady forever. The Babylonian kingdom will endure forever. We will never be widows. We will never
lose our children. Our husbands will never be slain in battle. We'll never have to face widowhood." And God said, "You've said these
things and you've lived in pleasure and you've lived carelessly. But in a moment, in one night, you're going to be both, the loss of children
and become widows." Now you remember when Nebuchadnezzar had this dream that troubled him. He could not remember the dream.
He felt it had significance and so they called in all the wise men and astrologers, soothsayers and so forth to interpret for him the dream.
These astrologers were very active in Babylon at that time. In fact, we get a little kick against them down in verse 13. Astrology was a
very popular thing. They had those that could tell your horoscope and tell you when to do what according to the influence of the stars
upon your life. And finally, Daniel was brought in.
And Daniel said to him, "Now the other night before you went to sleep in your mind you were wondering, 'What is going to happen to my
great kingdom and what is going to happen to the world?' And so the God who dwells in heaven has shown unto thee what is going to
happen to your kingdom and what is going to happen to the world. For in your dream, you saw this great image that had a head of gold,
chest of silver, stomach of brass, legs of iron, feet of iron and clay, with ten toes. And as you watch this great image, there came a rock
not cut with hands. It hit the image in its feet and the whole image fell. It crumbled and there grew from the rock. The rock grew into a
mountain that covered the whole earth." He said, "God has shown to you the kingdoms that are going to rule over the earth. And you,
Nebuchadnezzar, are the head of gold. But your kingdom is going to be replaced by an inferior kingdom, as silver is inferior to gold. That
kingdom will be replaced by a yet inferior kingdom, the stomach of brass, as brass is inferior to silver. And that will be replaced by iron,
which is hard and stamps everything to pieces. And the final kingdom will be of ten kings, as iron and clay are mixed together. It will not
have the power of the iron but they will be mixed together and it is during the time of these ten kings that the Lord of heaven shall come
and set up a kingdom that shall never end."
Nebuchadnezzar said, "I proclaim that there is no God in all the earth like the God of Daniel that is able to reveal dreams and secrets and
tells things that are going to be" (Daniel 2:47). Acknowledged God, but turned right around and he commanded that they build a huge
idol, ninety feet tall, of all gold. Now that huge idol of all gold was a direct defiance to what God had just declared. Now there are a lot of
people who proclaim there's no god like the God of heaven, and then they go do their own thing or they defy Him. And he was defying
God with this huge idol. And as Isaiah declared here, their attitude here is, "Babylon will live forever. Babylon will never be destroyed.
Babylonian will never be conquered. It's the eternal kingdom. It will rule forever." But the prophecy is here, is in a moment, in a day, the
kingdom will fall. And Babylon fell in one night as Daniel came in before Belshazzar and interpreted to him the writing that was on the
wall. "MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. For your kingdom has been weighed in the balances, you're found wanting. And this night, thy
soul shall be taken from thee and your kingdom will be divided among the Medes and the Persians this night" (Daniel 5:26-28). And that
night, Cyrus the king of Persia came under the walls of Babylon where they had diverted the river Euphrates up into the city. And that
night, Belshazzar and all of his lords were slain.
Now Isaiah here is talking a hundred and fifty years before the king Cyrus was born. He's talking, really, well in advance of the attitude
that would prevail in Babylon. Declaring that they would not have mercy on the people of God. Thus Babylon was to be judged, and in a
moment, in one day, they would experience the loss of their children and widowhood. "For they shall come upon thee," the Lord said,
verse 9, "in their perfection for the multitude of your sorceries, and for the great abundance of your enchantments. For you have trusted
in your wickedness. You have said, 'No one sees me.'"
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So many times we think that our sin is done in secret. We say, "Nobody sees me." But when Nebuchadnezzar was walking through the
garden, he heard a voice and it said, "The watchers have been watching you and you've not been behaving yourself. And you're going
to get cut off." And he came to Daniel and said, "What's this all about?" And he says, "Walk carefully, O king, you're in a bad way.
Because of the pride of your heart, you've exalted yourself against God." You see, he made this golden idol. He was defying God. He
was lifted up with pride and so he said, "Walk softly before the Lord that you might continue your days upon the earth." And for a year
he behaved himself and he walked softly. But at the end of the year as he was walking through the hanging gardens, one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world, he said, "Is this not the great Babylon that I have built?" And he heard that voice, for the watchers were
still watching. And they declared, "Because you have been lifted up in pride, you are going to be driven forth with the wild beasts for
seven seasons until you know that the God in heaven rules over the earth and He sets into the kingdoms those whom He will." And
Nebuchadnezzar went insane and lived with the animals out in the field like a wild beast until his hair grew like feathers and his nails
grew like claws until seven seasons have passed over him until he knew that the Lord of heaven reigns over the earth and set up the
kingdoms and set on the kingdoms those whom He would. You say none sees, but there are watchers. God sees.
Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and you've said in your heart, I am, and there is no one beside me. Therefore
shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it rises: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it
off: and desolation shall come upon you suddenly, which you will not know. Stand now with your enchantments, and with the
multitude of your sorceries, wherein you have labored from your youth; if so be that thou shalt be able to profit, if so be that you may
prevail. For thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels (Isa 47:10-13).
Now you remember Nebuchadnezzar calling the counselors, the wise men, soothsayers, astrologers and so forth, and here again.
Let now the astrologers, and the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come
upon thee (Isa 47:13).
I am really amazed in a world of science in which we live where we have made such positive scientific advancement and we've come
to know so much about the universe in which we live. I am amazed that in this world of modern technology, that most of the
newspapers publish a daily horoscope, which is superstition and comes from the ancient religions in Babylon. The charting of a
person's life, the monthly prognosticating of a person's highs and lows and positive signs and so forth. All has superstitious origin as
though the stars and the position of the stars has some kind of a mystic influence over our lives. Some people seek to govern their
activities by the position of the stars in heaven. How ridiculous can you be? And yet, people have to believe in something and it is
amazing the foolish things that people believe in when they've rejected the truth of God.
You see, the Bible declares that, "Professing themselves to be wise, they've become fools" (Romans 1:22). The minute you rule God
out of your life, you are open and susceptible to every foolish thing. And men can believe the most stupid things when they once reject
God. For the Bible speaks that, "God will give them over to a delusion that they may believe a lie rather than the truth" (II
Thessalonians 2:11). You don't want to believe in God? All right, Mr. Wise Guy, we'll show you how wise you are. And God lets people
believe in such stupid, foolish, ridiculous things once they've rejected Him. And I look at these. What can you say that won't get you
into trouble? These professed wise people and I read of some of their actions and activities and all and I think, "And they are supposed
to be so smart." But it's because once you have put God out of your life, you are open and susceptible to every kind of gimmick,
religious or otherwise. And so people are looking into psychic phenomena and into the occult and so forth.
Having rejected God they're open, they're susceptible to anything. And they're gullible. Ready to believe anything. And professing
themselves to be wise, God has allowed them to become fools. "For their foolish minds are darkened. And because they do not want to
retain God in their minds, God gives them over to minds that are reprobate and void of God" (Romans 1:21,28). So that men end up in
the pit.
Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall
not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. Thus shall they be unto thee with whom you have labored, even your merchants, from
your youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee (Isa 47:14-15).
All of these wise men and astrologers, they won't be able to save themselves, much less you.

(Through The Bible c 2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Bible commentaries,1979-1986)

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 1106-1114)
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