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Prayer

Worship Music

Lord, I ask You to forgive me for allowing attitudes and actions in my life that are dishonoring to You. I want
to please You more than ever before, so I ask You to help me recognize those negative things in my life that
cause You pain. Help me to permanently walk free of them. From the depths of my heart, I thank You for all
You have done inside me. Starting right now, I want to live every moment of my life with the intent to please
You and to never cause You grief again, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Wickham
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Scripture

Genesis 48:1-22(AMP)

Your Beautiful-Phil
Wickham
Keeper Of My HeartMercy Me

1 SOME TIME after these things occurred, someone told Joseph, Behold, your father is sick. And he took with
him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim [and went to Goshen]. 2 When Jacob was told, Your son Joseph has
come to you, Israel collected his strength and sat up on the bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, God Almighty
appeared to me at Luz [Bethel] in the land of Canaan and blessed me 4 And said to me, Behold, I will make
you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make you a multitude of people and will give this land to your
descendants after you as an everlasting possession. 5 And now your two sons, [Ephraim and Manasseh], who
were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine. [I am adopting them, and now]
as Reuben and Simeon, [they] shall be mine. 6 But other sons who may be born after them shall be your own;
and they shall be called after the names of these [two] brothers and reckoned as belonging to them [when
they come] into their inheritance. 7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died at my side in the
land of Canaan on the way, when yet there was but a little way to come to Ephrath; and I buried her there on
the way to Ephrath, that is, Bethlehem. 8 When Israel [almost blind] saw Joseph's sons, he said, Who are
these? 9 And Joseph said to his father, They are my sons, whom God has given me in this place. And he said,
Bring them to me, I pray you, that I may bless them. 10 Now Israel's eyes were dim from age, so that he
could not see. And Joseph brought them near to him, and he kissed and embraced them. 11 Israel said to
Joseph, I had not thought that I would see your face, but see, God has shown me your offspring also. 12 Then
Joseph took [the boys] from [his father's embrace] and he bowed [before him] with his face to the earth. 13
Then Joseph took both [boys], Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel's left, and Manasseh with his left
hand toward Israel's right, and brought them close to him. 14 And Israel reached out his right hand and laid
it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh's head, crossing his hands
intentionally, for Manasseh was the firstborn. 15 Then [Jacob] blessed Joseph and said, God [Himself], before
Whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac lived and walked habitually, God [Himself], Who has [been my
Shepherd and has led and] fed me from the time I came into being until this day, 16 The redeeming Angel
[that is, the Angel the Redeemer—not a created being but the Lord Himself] Who has redeemed me
continually from every evil, bless the lads! And let my name be perpetuated in them [may they be worthy of
having their names coupled with mine], and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them
become a multitude in the midst of the earth. 17 When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on
Ephraim's head, it displeased him; and he held up his father's hand to move it to Manasseh's head. 18 And
Joseph said, Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn; put your right hand upon his head. 19 But his father
refused and said, I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a people and shall be great; but his younger
brother shall be greater than he, and his offspring shall become a multitude of nations. 20 And he blessed
them that day, saying, By you shall Israel bless [one another], saying, May God make you like Ephraim and
like Manasseh. And he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 And Israel said to Joseph, Behold, I [am about to]
die, but God will be with you and bring you again to the land of your fathers. 22 Moreover, I have given to
you [Joseph] one portion [Shechem, one mountain slope] more than any of your brethren, which I took
[reclaiming it] out of the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with my bow.
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Genesis 48–49. Jacob's Blessing and Prophecy
Jacob seems to have split the birthright, designating Judah as the channel of the messianic promise ( 49:10 ), yet pronouncing
national prestige on Joseph's son Ephraim ( 48:19–22 ; 49:22–26 ; 1 Chronicles 5:1–2 ).
Jacob's prophecy about the Twelve Tribes parallels to a remarkable degree the subsequent history of the tribes. ―Shiloh‖ ( 49:10 kjv
) is commonly taken to be a name for the Messiah. The tribe of Judah produced David, and David's family produced Christ.
(Halley’s Bible Handbook; Henry Halley; 2000; Zondervan; Bible History & Commentaries; page 128)
Manasseh and Ephraim; V 5 Jacob (Israel) laid claim to Joseph’s two sons and made them part of the tribes of Israel. When the
twelve tribes of Israel are listed, Joseph and levi are often omitted, and Ephraim and Manasseh are included, though the listings vary.
Twelve is always the number listed, however, for it is the number of divine guidance in the Bible. VV 13-20 Jacob purposely gave the
preference to Joseph’s younger son, reminiscent of his own past as the younger son who was told that he would rule over his older
brother. (Old Testament Study Guide; The Word For Today; Chuck Smith; 2005; Commentaries; page 20)
Do Not Grieve the Holy Spirit!
Ephesians 4:30
Many years ago, when I first studied the word "grieve" in Ephesians 4:30, I ran to my bookshelf and pulled out my Greek New
Testament to discover exactly what the word "grieve" meant. I found that this word was taken from the Greek word lupete. This
surprised me, because the word lupete is from the word lupe, which denotes a pain or grief that can only be experienced between two
people who deeply love each other.
This word lupe would normally be used to picture a husband or wife who has discovered his or her mate has been unfaithful. As a
result of this unfaithfulness, the betrayed spouse is shocked, devastated, hurt, wounded, and grieved because of the pain that
accompanies unfaithfulness.
This tells us, first of all, that the relationship that exists between us and the Holy Spirit is precious! The Holy Spirit is deeply in love
with us. Just as someone in love thinks about, dreams of, and cherishes the one he loves, the Holy Spirit longs for us, thinks about us,
desires to be close to us, and wants to reveal Himself to us.
But when we act like the world, talk like the world, behave like the world, and respond the same way the world does, we cause the
Spirit of God to feel shock, hurt, and grief. You see, when we deliberately do what is wrong, we drag Him right into the mire of sin
with us, because He lives in us and goes wherever we go.
The Holy Spirit convicted us of sin and brought us to Jesus; then He indwelt us, sanctified us, empowered us, and faithfully remains
alongside to help us. So when we deliberately enter into sin, it grieves Him. Just as a husband or wife would feel who has just
discovered that his or her spouse has committed adultery, the Holy Spirit is shocked when we dishonor His Presence in our lives.
One scholar has translated Ephesians 4:30 in the following way:
"Stop deeply wounding and causing such extreme emotional pain to the Spirit of God, by whom you have been sealed until the day of
your redemption."
We need to realize how precious the Holy Spirit is in our lives and honor Him by making sure we live holy and upright lives. If our
behavior has been wrong, we should confess our sin and receive cleansing by the blood of Jesus so we can be restored to fellowship
with the Spirit of God.
So before you get started with your daily duties today, stop and ask, "Holy Spirit, is there anything in my life that causes You grief? If
there is, please reveal it to me so I can change."

QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO CONSIDER
Are there any wrong attitudes or actions in your life that grieve the Holy Spirit? If so, write them down and then pray about them.
Are there any relationships in your life that have a negative effect on your relationship with the Lord?
For you to get right and stay right with God, what changes do you need to make in your life?

Sparkling Gems from the Greek.
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Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs (sicknesses, weaknesses, and distresses) and carried our sorrows and pains [of punishment],
yet we [ignorantly] considered Him stricken, smitten, and afflicted by God [as if with leprosy]. 5 But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our guilt and iniquities; the chastisement [needful to obtain] peace and well-being for us was upon
Him, and with the stripes [that wounded] Him we are healed and made whole. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned
every one to his own way; and the Lord has made to light upon Him the guilt and iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, [yet when] He
was afflicted, He was submissive and opened not His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who
among them considered that He was cut off out of the land of the living [stricken to His death] for the transgression of my [Isaiah's]
people, to whom the stroke was due? 9 And they assigned Him a grave with the wicked, and with a rich man in His death, although He
had done no violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief
and made Him sick. When You and He make His life an offering for sin [and He has risen from the dead, in time to come], He shall see
His [spiritual] offspring, He shall prolong His days, and the will and pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall see [the
fruit] of the travail of His soul and be satisfied; by His knowledge of Himself [which He possesses and imparts to others] shall My
[uncompromisingly] righteous One, My Servant, justify many and make many righteous (upright and in right standing with God), for
He shall bear their iniquities and their guilt [with the consequences, says the Lord]. 12 Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the
great [kings and rulers], and He shall divide the spoil with the mighty, because He poured out His life unto death, and [He let Himself]
be regarded as a criminal and be numbered with the transgressors; yet He bore [and took away] the sin of many and made
intercession for the transgressors (the rebellious).
Isa 49:24 — Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captives of the just be delivered? Isa 49:25 — For thus says the
Lord: Even the captives of the mighty will be taken away, and the prey of the terrible will be delivered; for I will contend with him
who contends with you, and I will give safety to your children and ease them. Isa 52:15 — So shall He startle and sprinkle many
nations, and kings shall shut their mouths because of Him; for that which has not been told them shall they see, and that which they
have not heard shall they consider and understand.
Ge 3:15 — And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her Offspring; He will bruise and tread
your head underfoot, and you will lie in wait and bruise His heel.
Ps 2:8 — Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations as Your inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth as Your possession.
Da 2:45 — Just as you saw that the Stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter. The dream is certain
and the interpretation of it is sure.
Mt 12:28 — But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you [before you
expected it]. Mt 12:29 — Or how can a person go into a strong man's house and carry off his goods (the entire equipment of his
house) without first binding the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house.
Ac 26:18 — To open their eyes that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may thus
receive forgiveness and release from their sins and a place and portion among those who are consecrated and purified by faith in Me.
Php 2:8-11 — And after He had appeared in human form, He abased and humbled Himself [still further] and carried His obedience to
the extreme of death, even the death of the cross! 9 Therefore [because He stooped so low] God has highly exalted Him and has
freely bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, 10 That in (at) the name of Jesus every knee should (must) bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 And every tongue [frankly and openly] confess and acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord to the glory of God the Father.
Col 1:13 — [The Father] has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of the control and the dominion of darkness and has transferred
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, Col 1:14 — In Whom we have our redemption through His blood, [which means] the
forgiveness of our sins. Col 2:15 — [God] disarmed the principalities and powers that were ranged against us and made a bold display
and public example of them, in triumphing over them in Him and in it [the cross].
Heb 2:14 — Since, therefore, [these His] children share in flesh and blood [in the physical nature of human beings], He [Himself] in a
similar manner partook of the same [nature], that by [going through] death He might bring to nought and make of no effect him who
had the power of death—that is, the devil— Heb 2:15 — And also that He might deliver and completely set free all those who through
the [haunting] fear of death were held in bondage throughout the whole course of their lives.
(Word 9 Bible Software: Bible Software, multiple translations, dictionary, atlas, sermons of the past saints, concordance, 2005)
(The Everyday Life Bible; Amplified, 2005, Joyce Meyers, Scripture, Commentaries, page 82-83)

