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Lord, help me see sin the way You see it so that I have no stomach for it in my life. I know that as long as I
view sin only as a mistake or a weakness, I will be tempted to tolerate it. So I ask You to teach me to see sin
exactly the way You do so my desire for change will grow. Holy Spirit, help me see the truth and know the
proper steps I need to take in order to make those needed changes. Thank You Father for convicting me
when necessary and changing me into exactly how You want to change me, in Jesus’ name. Amen….
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Isaiah 34:1-17 (AMP)
1 COME NEAR, you nations, to hear; and hearken, you peoples! Let the earth hear, and all that is in it; the world, and all things that come
forth from it. 2 For the Lord is indignant against all nations, and His wrath is against all their host. He has utterly doomed them, He has
given them over to slaughter. 3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and the stench of their dead bodies shall rise, and the mountains shall
flow with their blood. 4 All the host of the heavens shall be dissolved and crumble away, and the skies shall be rolled together like a
scroll; and all their host [the stars and the planets] shall drop like a faded leaf from the vine, and like a withered fig from the fig tree. 5
Because My sword has been bathed and equipped in heaven, behold, it shall come down upon Edom [the descendants of Esau], upon the
people whom I have doomed for judgment. 6 The sword of the Lord is filled with blood [of sacrifices], it is gorged and greased with
fatness—with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah [capital of Edom]
and a great slaughter in the land of Edom. 7 And the wild oxen shall fall with them, and the [young] bullocks with the [old and mighty]
bulls; and their land shall be drunk and soaked with blood, and their dust made rich with fatness. 8 For the Lord has a day of vengeance,
a year of recompense, for the cause of Zion. 9 And the streams [of Edom] will be turned into pitch and its dust into brimstone, and its
land will become burning pitch. 10 [The burning of Edom] shall not be quenched night or day; its smoke shall go up forever. From
generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and ever. 11 But the pelican and the porcupine will possess
it; the owl and the bittern and the raven will dwell in it. And He will stretch over it [Edom] the measuring line of confusion and the
plummet stones of chaos [over its nobles]. 12 They shall call its nobles to proclaim the kingdom, but nothing shall be there, and all its
princes shall be no more. 13 And thorns shall come up in its palaces and strongholds, nettles and brambles in its fortresses; and it shall
be a habitation for jackals, an abode for ostriches. 14 And the wild beasts of the desert will meet here with howling creatures [wolves
and hyenas] and the [shaggy] wild goat will call to his fellow; the night monster will settle there and find a place of rest. 15 There shall
the arrow snake make her nest and lay her eggs and hatch them and gather her young under her shade; there shall the kites be gathered
[also to breed] every one with its mate. 16 Seek out of the book of the Lord and read: not one of these [details of prophecy] shall fail,
none shall want and lack her mate [in fulfillment]. For the mouth [of the Lord] has commanded, and His Spirit has gathered them. 17
And He has cast the lot for them, and His hand has portioned [Edom] to [the wild beasts] by measuring line. They shall possess it
forever; from generation to generation they shall dwell in it.
Chapter 34
Come near, ye nations, to hear; hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of
it. For the indignation (Isa 34:1-2)
A term that is used in the Old Testament for the Great Tribulation period.
the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations (Isa 34:2),
Or the wrath of God, the Great Tribulation.
his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. Their slain also shall be cast out,
and the smell shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood (Isa 34:2-3).
Throughout the entire valley of Jezreel, the blood will flow to the horses' bridles we are told in the great battle of Armageddon, as God
destroys the armies of man upon the earth.
And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the
leaf falleth off the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree (Isa 34:4).
This phrase is used or this symbol is used by Joel and repeated by Christ in Matthew 24, but in Joel's prophecy chapter 2, verse 30-31, he
speaks of the stars of the heaven falling as a fig tree drops its untimely figs. A tremendous meteorite shower that will strike the earth.
Out in the Arizona desert near Winslow, Arizona, there is a huge crater that is called the Meteorite Crater. Now most meteorites burn up
in our atmosphere and don't hit the earth. But when one does hit the earth, if they are of any size at all, they leave a tremendous dent
upon the earth. That meteorite crater is about a mile across and a couple thousand feet deep there in Arizona. Quite awesome to stand
on the rim and look down in.
In 1906 there was a meteorite that hit in Siberia that leveled the pine trees for miles like they were toothpicks. In fact, so great was the
destruction of that meteorite in Siberia that some scientists believe that it was perhaps composed of antimatter. For it is hard to
conceive of devastation that extensive from just a plain meteorite. And so they believe that perhaps it was of antimatter. Now,
antimatter would be a molecular structure that is opposite to what we generally know as atoms where you have the proton in the heart
of the nucleus of the atom with the electrons revolving around it. In the antimatter it would be the electrons in the nucleus with the
protons revolving around it. And they believe that if matter and antimatter hit that you have just this tremendous double-charged
atomic explosion with matter and antimatter.
And it is something that the physicists have theorized as a possibility that antimatter exists in the universe, as well as matter. And that
the combination of the two is devastating. And some have even suggested that that meteorite that hit Siberia about 1906 was of
antimatter, and thus explain the tremendous devastation that was caused. But imagine the devastation that will come when there
comes the meteorite shower upon the earth that just really begins to create these huge, awesome craters.
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Now it is interesting that in about 1986 we are anticipating the return of Haley's Comet. And though it is possible that at this time
Haley's Comet will make its turn on the other side of the sun, and it may be that Haley's Comet will not even be visible to those that are
here upon the earth. Yet, the big concern of the scientists concerning Haley's Comet is not how close it's going to approach to the earth,
but the fact that every time Haley's Comet comes along it leaves all kinds of debris in our solar system. And that as the earth makes its
orbit around the sun, it passes through the junk, the debris that is left by the tail of Haley's Comet. The comet's tail is some a hundred
million miles long and is just space junk. Just a lot of debris, meteorites and chunks and all out there in the tail of Haley's Comet. It
seems to follow the comet around and give that long glow of the tail.
Two times a year the astronomers can predict tremendous meteorite activity. What has the scientists and the government right now
concerned is that when Haley's Comet comes around again, it no doubt is going to create—as our earth in its orbit (though we may not
even see Haley's Comet)—when we come into the fresh debris from the tail of Haley's Comet, we are going to have an unusually heavy
bombardment of meteorites again. The thing that is of grave concern is the delicate balance of the ozone in our atmosphere. Already
because of the fluorocarbon gases that have neutralized the ozone and turned it into a nitric oxide, and the blanket has been heavily
depleted, what they are fearful of is a further depletion by the unusually heavy bombardment of the meteorites from the tail of Haley's
Comet and it may be sufficient to deplete the ozone blanket to the degree that the earth will be subjected at that time to extra heavy
ultraviolet radiation from the sun which will cause exposure to the sun to give you a violent burn and ultraviolet radiation rash.
Now last year in one of the water baptismal services where I was out in the water for a prolonged period of time, I got an ultraviolet
radiation rash. Because of my length of time there in the water, the exposure to the sun, because the ozone blanket is being depleted
constantly. Our atomic testing, atmospheric testing of atomic weapons had an effect upon the ozone blanket. The SST has an effect
upon the ozone blanket, as do meteorites and as do the fluorocarbon gases used in the sprays. And though the United States has more
or less created laws against the fluorocarbon gases, the other nations of the world haven't and they still use the fluorocarbon
aerosprays and all.
With the depletion of the ozone it then creates this condition with the ultraviolet rays of the sun and the burning that you get, which all
is interesting from a prophetic standpoint. Because the Bible speaks of this time when there's going to be a heavy meteorite shower. It
will be like a fig tree casting forth its untimely figs, the stars of heaven falling. Now not literal stars, but we do call them even today.
"Oh, did you see that falling star?" We know that they are meteorites, but they are still today called falling stars. And so he's using the
language of the people in describing the stars of the heaven falling to the earth. Not literal stars, but the meteorite showers. And he
speaks of this heavy meteorite activity.
But then he also speaks in conjunction with it in Revelation. "And power will be given to the sun to scorch men who dwell upon the
earth" (Revelation 16:8). And men will become blistered and all as the result of the scorching of the sun. And so it is very interesting
that these things are being anticipated for the year 1986 or so when Haley's Comet again makes its visit into our solar system.
And, of course, right now there is an intensive scientific project to seek to determine what effect the debris of the tail of Haley's Comet
will have upon the ozone blanket around the earth. A group of scientists have been commissioned by the president to study this
particular phenomenon and its possible effect upon the earth. Who knows? It's just food for thought. Put that in your little computer
and work on it.
So, "The host of heaven will be dissolved, the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf
falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree."
For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea (Isa 34:5),
The area of Saudi Arabia today.
and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood
of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah (Isa 34:5-6),
Which was one of the chief cities of Edom.
and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their
land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. For it is the day of the LORD'S vengeance, and the year of
recompenses for the controversy of Zion (Isa 34:6-8).
God's vengeance, His year of recompense for the controversy of Zion or Jerusalem. Now it is interesting, of course, that Saudi Arabia has
been the main financier of the armaments for the Arab states to attack Israel. Saudi Arabia is the main financier for the PLO and their
arms. And Saudi Arabia has been the financial backer behind the attacks against Israel. God speaks about the day of the vengeance and
the recompense for Zion.
And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch [or into oil], and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land shall become burning
pitch (Isa 34:9).
I wonder what would be the effect there in Saudi Arabia where the oil is so close to the surface and there's such a tremendous
abundance of oil. What would be the effect of an atomic bomb dropped in that area? Igniting the oils that are under the ground and
what would be the effect of something like that. It said.
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It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none
shall pass through it for ever and ever. But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it:
and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom,
but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing (Isa 34:10-12).
Of course, Saudi Arabia is ruled by four thousand princes actually. This big family and all of the relations are the ones that are
gaining from the wealth, not the general public there.
And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and
a court for owls. The wild beasts of the desert shall meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the
screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and
gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate. Seek ye out of the book of the LORD,
and read: not one of these things shall fail (Isa 34:13-16),
"When this comes to pass," Isaiah says, "get out this book." When these things... when this area is burning with this fire and all, just
get out this book and read it and you'll realize that God has written in advance and not one thing that God wrote of is going to fail.
He's challenging you. So it's interesting we still have the book of Isaiah. We'll still be able to get it out and read when these things
come to pass. So, "Seek out the book of the Lord and read it. No one of these shall fail." No one. Now the vultures you'll see, every
one has a mate. You'll say, "Isn't that weird?" Every vulture has its mate, just like Isaiah said. Not one is lacking. It's unreal.
And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: they shall possess it for ever, from generation to
generation (Isa 34:17)
Isaiah 35:1-10 (AMP)
1 THE WILDERNESS and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the rose and the autumn crocus. 2 It
shall blossom abundantly and rejoice even with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the excellency of [Mount]
Carmel and [the plain] of Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty and splendor and excellency of our God. 3
Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble and tottering knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fearful and hasty heart, Be
strong, fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance; with the recompense of God He will come and save you. 5 Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6 Then shall the lame man leap like a hart, and the
tongue of the dumb shall sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7 And the burning
sand and the mirage shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lay resting,
shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 8 And a highway shall be there, and a way; and it shall be called the Holy Way. The unclean
shall not pass over it, but it shall be for the redeemed; the wayfaring men, yes, the simple ones and fools, shall not err in it and lose
their way. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there. But the redeemed shall
walk on it. 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing, and everlasting joy shall be upon their
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Chapter 35
Now chapter 35 is out of the darkness into the light. Out of the tribulation into the kingdom. The glorious day of the Lord to which
we look forward to. In chapter 35, oh, what a glorious chapter as it speaks of the earth and its conditions when Jesus comes and
establishes God's kingdom and He reigns upon the earth. For at that time. The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for
them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the
glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency
of our God (Isa 35:1-2). For the earth will be restored to its Edenic glory. And even in the desert and wilderness places, they will no
longer exist upon the earth at that time. Buy up as much as you can in Death Valley--cheap prices now--because it's going to be
glorious out there.
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, don't be afraid:
behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; and he will save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as a deer, and the tongue of the dumb will sing
(Isa 35:3-6): The glorious restoration of God. You see, you do not see the world as God intended it or created it. You see a world
that is suffering as a result of man's rebellion and sin. You do not see man as God intended him. With his physical ailments and
impairments. With the deafness, blindness, handicaps. God did not intend that. And in the Kingdom Age, these things will not be.
How can a God of love allow a child to be born blind? How can a God of love allow a child to be born deaf or something? Hey, wait a
minute. This world is presently under Satan's control who has rebelled against God. Jesus came to redeem the world back to God
and the day is coming when He is going to take His purchased possession unto Himself. And when He does, you'll see the world that
God intended and it will be a world without suffering. It will be a world without pain. It will be a world without physical weaknesses,
impairments of any sort. For the lame will be leaping as a deer. The blind will see. The dumb will be singing the praises unto the
Lord. And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. For in the wilderness shall waters break out, and there will be streams in the
desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each
lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, they will not err therein. No lion shall be
there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up there upon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there (Isa 35:6-9):
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Men will live in safety. No longer will the beasts be ravenous. The lion will lie down with the lamb and a little child will lead them and
lion will eat grass like the oxen. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return (Isa 35:10), Return with Jesus Christ. And they'll come to
Zion [to Jerusalem] with songs of everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away (Isa 35:10). Oh, the glorious day of the Lord! How we long for it, and our prayer is, "O Lord, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done in earth even as it is in heaven. Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus." Oh, how I love this thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah.
The Lord gave me this chapter in a time of great need, personal need, in my own life. When my mother was with us and was dying, one
day sitting there in the room I said, "God, I just can't take it." I was looking at those beautiful hands that had ministered so much to
me. I could remember when I had a fever and those hands felt so cool on my forehead. That she would wipe the perspiration off. I
thought of all of the neat rolls, pies, cookies, cakes that those hands had fixed. And my heart was just being wrung out within me and I
said, "God, I can't take it. Can't stand to see my mother suffering like this. God, I need help. I need it now." And I grabbed the Bible
and I opened it and it opened to Isaiah 35. And I read of this glorious day that is coming when the blind will see, the lame will leap as a
deer, and the deaf will be hearing and the dumb will be singing. And the glorious day of the Lord. Gladness, the day of joy. Sorrow and
sighing gone. And oh, how the Lord ministered to me. It was just glorious. God just ministered to me in such a beautiful way. About a
week later, we took her to the hospital and as she was lying there in a coma, again I just became sort of overcome with grief realizing
that I was losing this woman who was so dear and precious to me. I was going to miss all of those prayers by which my life had been
strengthened and helped. And there in the hospital I just said, "God, I can't take it. I need help, Lord. I'm desperate. I need help.
Please help me." And I grabbed the Bible that was there in the hospital room. Not... if you grab the same Bible you say, "Well, your
Bible just falls open to Isaiah 35," but it was a different Bible completely. One that was there in the hospital room. I grabbed it and I
just opened it up—Isaiah 35. I read it and oh, how the Lord ministered to me again. Oh, thank You, Lord. Come quickly, Jesus.And then
when she was lying in the slumber room over at Flower Brothers in Santa Ana, and I went into the room and stood there. And I realized
that this was it. My mom's gone. And I just... The rest of the family had gone out and I was there by myself. And again the memories in
a time like that just come racing through your mind and the thoughts. Again, I just sort of became overcome and choked up and said,
"God, I just need help. Please, Lord, I need help. Strengthen me, Lord, I just need Your touch. I need Your help." And I grabbed the
Bible that they had set there in the room and I opened it up—Isaiah 35. I said, "I've got the message, Lord. I've got the message!" And
so Isaiah 35 is a special chapter to me. God has so ministered to me through that chapter. And that is the longing of my heart tonight is
for the fulfillment of God's promise. The glorious Kingdom Age when the trials and the hardships and the afflictions and all of this
present existence are over. When sin is put away and when the kingdom comes and the righteous King reigns. And we behold Him in
His beauty and the earth is restored. O Lord, hasten that day. I can hardly wait.
Now may the Lord bless you and be with you and keep you in His love through the grace of Jesus Christ as we look forward to that
glorious day of the Lord when He comes for us that we might be with Him in His eternal kingdom, world without end. God bless you
and may the strength of the Lord be your portion this week. In Jesus' name.
Isaiah 36:1-22 (AMP)
1 NOW IN the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took
them. 2 And the king of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh [the military official] from Lachish [the Judean fortress commanding the road from
Egypt] to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem with a great army. And he stood by the canal of the Upper Pool on the highway to the Fuller's
Field. 3 Then came out to meet him Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was over the [royal] household, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah son
of Asaph, the recording historian. 4 And the Rabshakeh said to them, Say to Hezekiah, Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria:
What reason for confidence is this in which you trust? 5 Do you suppose that mere words of the lips can pass for warlike counsel and
strength? Now in whom do you trust and on whom do you rely, that you rebel against me? 6 Behold, you trust in the staff of this
bruised and broken reed, Egypt, which will pierce the hand of any man who leans on it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust and
rely on him. 7 But if you say to me, We trust in and rely on the Lord our God—is it not He Whose high places and Whose altars Hezekiah
has taken away, saying to Judah and to Jerusalem, You shall worship before this altar? 8 Now therefore, I pray you, make a wager with
my master the king of Assyria and give him pledges, and I will give you two thousand horses—if you are able on your part to put riders
on them. 9 How then can you repulse the attack of a single captain of the least of my master's servants, when you put your reliance on
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10 Moreover, is it without the Lord that I have now come up against this land to destroy it? The
Lord said to me, Go up against this land and destroy it. 11 Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, We pray you,
speak to your servants in the Aramaic or Syrian language, for we understand it; and do not speak to us in the language of the Jews in
the hearing of the people on the wall. 12 But the Rabshakeh said, Has my master sent me to speak these words only to your master
and to you? Has he not sent me to the men sitting on the wall, who are doomed with you to eat their own dung and drink their own
urine? 13 Then the Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in the language of the Jews: Hear the words of the great king, the king
of Assyria! 14 Thus says the king: Let not Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you. 15 Nor let Hezekiah make you
trust in and rely on the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us; this city will not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.
16 Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria: Make your peace with me and come out to me; and eat every one from
his own vine and every one from his own fig tree and drink every one the water of his own cistern, 17 Until I come and take you away
to a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18 Beware lest Hezekiah persuade and mislead
you by saying, The Lord will deliver us. Has any one of the gods of the nations ever delivered his land out of the hand of the king of
Assyria? 19 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad [in Syria]? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim [a place from which the Assyrians
brought colonists to inhabit evacuated Samaria]? And have [the gods] delivered Samaria [capital of the ten northern tribes of Israel]
out of my hand? 20 Who among all the gods of these lands has delivered his land out of my hand, that [you should think that] the Lord
can deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? 21 But they kept still and answered him not a word, for the king's [Hezekiah's] command was,
Do not answer him. 22 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the
recording historian came to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of the Rabshakeh [the Assyrian military official].
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Shall we turn to Isaiah chapter 36.
Last week as we completed the thirty-fifth chapter of the book of Isaiah, of course, we got into those glorious prophecies of the future
Kingdom Age when Jesus Christ will be reigning over the earth, and how God is going to restore the earth to its Edenic glory. Now we
always it seems have sort of curious minds and we wander off on just how God proposes to do the things that He said He is going to do.
And in reality, the whys aren't really our real concern. However, we so often make them a concern. You know, "Well, if He did this or if He
did that." There are many suggestions as to how the earth might be restored to the Edenic glory and beauty. Here in the thirty-fifth
chapter there are references to there being streams in the deserts, pools in the dry places, and so forth. And how that the whole earth is
going to be more or less restored, as far as the deserts will be gone. They will blossom as a rose and the whole earth will become very
fertile and productive.
With the prophecies of Isaiah there are also those prophecies of the earth being moved out of its place, staggering to and fro as a
drunken man, and things of this nature, which has caused some people to theorize that it is quite possible that we will have another
polar axis shift. And it could very well explain many of the cataclysmic events that are declared to be taking place during the Great
Tribulation. As the earth shakes and as the mountains and the islands disappear. And it talks really of a tremendous cataclysmic upheaval
of the earth.
At the present time, the earth is tilted at about, as far as the polar axis in its relationship to the sun, it's tilted at about 23 1/3 degrees,
which causes our summer and winter seasons because of this tilt on the polar axis. And now being in the northern hemisphere, the sun
is, because of our tilt we are now receiving longer days and will do so up until the twenty-second of June when we come into the summer
equinox.
There is a suggestion that there will be another polar axis shift at which time it could be that the earth will come into pretty much a
straight alignment with the sun and the earth revolving on its axis. Now if this should result, what would happen is, of course, you would
have a medium climate all the way around the earth. You wouldn't really have your seasons any longer. But you'd have pretty much a
medium climate around the earth. It would heat up the earth sufficient to melt the ice pack at the North and the South Pole, which would
raise the water level around the entire earth.
With the greater warmth it would cause more evaporation of the water on into the atmosphere and would create a much larger moisture
barrier within the atmosphere itself. Because of the polar ice packs being melted, you would not have your tremendous cold air, arctic air
moving, so all of your winds would become much more mild than they presently are, as the air would move much slower than it now does
as a result of the polar arctic winds and so forth that bring these. You have your warm air rising and the cold air moving in. But it would
sort of minimize the air movement, much milder winds and so forth than what we presently have.
Probably increased rainfall upon the... around the earth, of course, would raise the water level on all of the shorelines and it would give
us a little bit more of a water-earth ratio, rather than 2/3:1/3. And would result probably in the disappearance of all of the desert regions
and also all of your extremely hot zones and extremely cold zones so that you'd have a pretty much of a temperate climate all around the
world.
We do know that at one time at the North Pole there was tropical vegetation. Mammoths that had been found encased in ice in Siberia
have had tropical vegetation still in their digestive tracts. The mammoths were fast frozen there by some cataclysmic event of the past,
quite possibly the flood of Noah. We do know that at one time at the South Pole there were great forests because they have found
tremendous deposits of charcoal 200 feet under the ice pack, indicating that there were once forests down there. And, again, it could be
accountable back to the flood, that at that time there was a polar axis shift causing the tremendous movement of the waters, the oceans
and so forth and creating whole new type of continents and entirely new kind of a geography around the earth.
So there are hints and indications in the scripture that this indeed might be what will cause these changing effects. However God works
it out, as I say, we only guess. We really don't know. But God is going to work it out and the earth is going to be a beautiful place to live.
And so it really doesn't matter. You don't have to put a claim on Hawaii. I don't even know if Hawaii will still be here because during the
great cataclysmic changes, it talks about the islands disappearing. It would be a shame, I agree, if Hawaii would go, but you know, no
matter where you live it will be beautiful and verdant as God restores the earth.
So chapter 35 is prophetic as it looks ahead into that glorious Kingdom Age. Now from thirty-six to thirty-nine, Isaiah just takes out of
the historic records and you'll find that this particular area parallels Second Kings beginning with around chapter 17 or 18. And so he
evidently took the historic records. In fact, chapter 37 of Isaiah is identical to Second Kings, chapter 19. So he has just more or less
copied the historic records of which Second Kings is a part of the history of the nations of Israel and Judah. And he copied out of the
historic accounts these chapters in order to give you the historic background for the prophecies that he has just made of the destruction
of the Assyrian forces and so forth. Having prophesied these things, he now gives the historic background that you might see that God's
Word was accurate and true and what God foretold would come to pass did indeed transpire.
So these next four chapters are just out of the Kings and other historic records that he had available to him that we do not have now.
And they just covered this period of history over which he has been prophesying, the period of history when the Assyrians would be
bringing their armies in an invasion of Jerusalem but would be turned back by the hand of God. So this is the history of it.
Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib the king of Assyria came up against the defensed cities of
Judah, and took them. And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh (Isa 36:1-2)
Now Rabshakeh is the title. We really don't know what the name of the man was, but that is the title of this particular person.
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from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool. Then came forth unto
him Eliakim, Hilkiah's son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph's son, the recorder. And Rabshakeh said
unto them, Go tell Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What is this confidence wherein you trust? I say, (but they
are but vain words) I have counsel (Isa 36:2-5)
He said, "You're saying, actually, that you have counsel,"
and strength for war: now on whom are you trusting, that you would rebel against me? Lo, you are trusting in the staff of the broken
reed, of Egypt; whereon if a man would lean, it would go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in
him. But if you say to me, We trust in Yahweh our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and
said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar? (Isa 36:5-7)
Now Rabshakeh shows his ignorance of the worship of the God of Israel or the God of Judah. For Hezekiah did indeed destroy the
altars and the high places and the groves in which the children of Israel were worshipping the gods of the Canaanites. The worship of
Molech and Baal and Mammon was done in these groves and in these high places. And so one of the pluses of Hezekiah is that when
he came to the throne, he tore down the altars to the false gods that the children of Israel had been worshipping. But as is so often
the case, those that are looking from the outside in presume to know a lot of what is being taught or said and really they know
nothing of the truth. And in this case, Rabshakeh was totally wrong in that he is accusing Hezekiah of tearing down the altars or
tearing down the high places of Jehovah. Jehovah actually commanded them not to build the high places and all. He spoke out against
them. And it was established that there was only one place that they should gather to worship Jehovah and to offer sacrifices and that
was in Jerusalem at the temple. And so Rabshakeh shows his total ignorance of Jehovah in his remarks.
Now he also is assuming that the children of Judah had gone to Egypt for help. But Hezekiah had been counseled by Isaiah not to go
down to Egypt for help but just to trust in the Lord. Now, the natural thing to do in this situation, the wise natural thing would have
been to go down to Egypt to seek their help because Egypt was also being threatened by Assyria. And so it would have made good
natural sense to go down to get Egypt's help. But what often is to us good natural sense isn't always good spiritual sense. And where
naturally it would have been a smart move, from a spiritual standpoint it would have been a bad move and God recommended and
counseled them against it. He said, "Trust in Me and not in the arm of Egypt or in the arm of flesh." And so Rabshakeh shows two
cases of his ignorance of the situation.
One is ignorance of their worship of Yahweh. Secondly, his ignorance of the counsel that God had given to them not to trust in Egypt.
So they were not trusting in Egypt. They were trusting completely in the Lord through the encouragement of Isaiah to just trust in the
Lord to deliver the Assyrian host into their hand. Now he is belittling them. He said, "Look, give me some money and I'll give you two
thousand horses. And let's see if you can find enough men to sit upon those horses. We'll help you to fight us."
Just give us some pledges, and we'll give you two thousand horses, [if you can put men upon them] if you're able to set riders on
them. How then will you turn away the face of just one captain of the least of my master's servants, and you put your trust in Egypt
for chariots and for horsemen? And do you think that I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? Yahweh said
unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it (Isa 36:8-10).
So now he is blaspheming God. He is saying, "Hey, God is giving me directions. You think I'd come out up here without God's
instructions? For Yahweh said to me, 'Come on up and besiege this place.'"
Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language [or in Aramaic];
for we understand it: don't speak to us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are upon the wall (Isa 36:11).
Now here are all of the men of Israel sitting there on the wall and so these emissaries have had to kind of figure, "Man, these guys
must be demoralizing these people saying, 'If we gave you two thousand horses you couldn't put men on them. And how are you ever
going to defy us?' and all." And so they said, "Hey, don't talk to us in Hebrew. Talk to us in the Syrian; we can understand your Syrian
tongue. We're Aramaic, we understand that. Speak to us in Aramaic." But this Rabshakeh picked up on what they were noticing and so
he said,
[Hey, wait a minute.] Didn't the king send me to talk to you men on the wall? (Isa 36:12)
I don't care about your king Hezekiah.
And he stood, and he cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and said, Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria.
Thus saith the king, Don't let Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you. Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the
LORD [or in Yahweh], saying, Yahweh will surely deliver us: for this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.
Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Just make an agreement with me by a present [just pay some tribute], and
come on out (Isa 36:13-16):
And just work in your fields.
eat of your own vines, and of your own fig tree, drink waters out of your own cistern; Until I come and repopulate you in another land
that is just as nice and pleasant as this one (Isa 36:16-17).
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Now Sennacherib, the Assyrian king, had the habit or custom of repopulating the peoples from their lands, because as they would move
them out of their land, away from their families and away from their friends, they had to learn a whole new culture and were with
different people, and it kept them from banding together in a rebellion. And so he's offering them here. "We'll just take you away and
we'll give you another land that's just as pleasant and nice as this. Just pay tribute and just wait for us to come and repopulate you." And
then again he said, Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, Yahweh will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his
land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? (Isa 36:18) So he's now exalting himself against the God of Jacob. Where are the gods of
Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? Who are they among all the
gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that Yahweh should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? But the men
on the wall wisely held their peace, they didn't answer a word: for the king's commandment was, Don't answer him. Then came Eliakim,
the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their
clothes rent, and they told him the words of Rabshakeh (Isa 36:19-22). Now it was a custom that when you were very upset or when
you were in real trouble, the thing to do is just tear your clothes. And so these guys have been receiving all of these threats now from this
emissary of the king of Assyria and it's been a bad experience, so they tear their clothes and sort of, "Hey, woe is us. We've had it," kind
of a thing. And they came in to Hezekiah with their clothes torn.
Isaiah 37:1-38 (AMP)
1 AND WHEN King Hezekiah heard it, he rent his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of the Lord. 2 And
he sent Eliakim, who was over the [royal] household, and Shebna the secretary, and the older priests, clothed with sackcloth, to Isaiah
the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3 And they said to him, Thus says Hezekiah: This day is a day of trouble and distress and of rebuke and of
disgrace; for children have come to the birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth. 4 It may be that the Lord your God will hear
the words of the Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria, his master, has sent to mock, reproach, insult, and defy the living God, and will
rebuke the words which the Lord your God has heard. Therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant [of His people] that is left. 5 So the
servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6 And Isaiah said to them, You shall say to your master, Thus says the Lord: Do not be afraid
because of the words which you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have reviled and blasphemed Me. 7 Behold, I
will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a rumor and return to his own land, and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land. 8
So the Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah [a fortified city of Judah]; for he had heard that the king
had departed from Lachish. 9 And [Sennacherib king of Assyria] heard concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He has come forth to make
war with you. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 10 Thus shall you speak to Hezekiah king of Judah: Let not
your God in Whom you trust deceive you by saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11 Behold, you have
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, destroying them utterly. And shall you be delivered? 12 Have the gods of the
nations delivered those whom my predecessors have destroyed, as Gozan, Haran [of Mesopotamia], Rezeph, and the children of Eden
who were in Telassar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad [of northern Syria], and the king of the city of Sepharvaim,
the king of Hena, or the king of Ivvah? 14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it. And Hezekiah
went up to the house of the Lord and spread it before the Lord. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the Lord: 16 O Lord of hosts, God of Israel,
Who [in symbol] are enthroned above the cherubim [of the ark in the temple], You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You have made heaven and earth. 17 Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear all the words of
Sennacherib which he has sent to mock, reproach, insult, and defy the living God. 18 It is true, Lord, that the kings of Assyria have laid
waste all the nations and their lands 19 And have cast the gods of those peoples into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of
men's hands, wood and stone. Therefore they have destroyed them. 20 Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the
kingdoms of the earth may know (understand and realize) that You are the Lord, even You only. 21 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent to
Hezekiah, saying, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 This is
the word which the Lord has spoken concerning him: The Virgin Daughter of Zion has despised you and laughed you to scorn; the
Daughter of Jerusalem has shaken her head behind you. 23 Whom have you mocked and reviled [insulted and blasphemed]? And against
Whom have you raised your voice and haughtily lifted your eyes? Against the Holy One of Israel! 24 By your servants you have mocked,
reproached, insulted, and defied the Lord, and you have said, With my many chariots I have gone up to the height of the mountains, to
the inner recesses of Lebanon. I cut down its tallest cedars and its choicest cypress trees; I came to its remotest height, its most
luxuriant and dense forest; 25 I dug wells and drank foreign waters, and with the sole of my feet I have dried up all the rivers [the Nile
streams] of Egypt. 26 [But, says the God of Israel] have you not heard that I purposed to do it long ago, that I planned it in ancient
times? Now I have brought it to pass, that you [king of Assyria] should [be My instrument to] lay waste fortified cities, making them
ruinous heaps. 27 Therefore their inhabitants had little power, they were dismayed and confounded; they were like the grass of the field
and like the green herb, like the grass on the housetops and like a field of grain blasted before it is grown or is in stalk. 28 But I [the
Lord] know your sitting down and your going out and your coming in and your raging against Me. 29 Because your raging against Me and
your arrogance and careless ease have come to My ears, therefore will I put My hook in your nose and My bridle in your lips, and I will
turn you back by the way you came. 30 And [now, Hezekiah, says the Lord] this shall be the sign [of these things] to you: you shall eat
this year what grows of itself, and in the second year that which springs from the same. And in the third year sow and reap, and plant
vineyards and eat the fruit of them. 31 And the remnant that has survived of the house of Judah shall again take root downward and bear
fruit upward. 32 For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant, and a band that survives out of Mount Zion. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this. 33 Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come into this city or shoot an arrow here
or come before it with shield or cast up a siege mound against it. 34 By the way that he came, by the same way he shall return, and he
shall not come into this city, says the Lord. 35 For I will defend this city to save it, for My own sake and for the sake of My servant David.
36 And the Angel of the Lord went forth, and slew 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when [the living] arose early in the
morning, behold, all these were dead bodies. 37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned and dwelt at Nineveh. 38 And as
he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons killed him with the sword, and they escaped into
the land of Armenia or Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.
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Chapter 37
And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he tore his clothes (Isa 37:1),
Yeah, man, it is bad. Rip, you know.
and he covered himself with sackcloth (Isa 37:1),
Now sackcloth was something that they put upon themselves to more or less afflict themselves. It was whenever you were in mourning
you would put on sackcloth. Sackcloth, as you can well imagine, against the skin must be very irritating. And so the king himself put on
sackcloth.
and he went into the house of the LORD (Isa 37:1).
Or he went into the temple. And they said unto him... let's see,
And then he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, and
they came to Isaiah the prophet. And they said to Isaiah, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of
blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and the mothers do not have enough strength to bring them forth (Isa 37:2-3).
Actually, they were beginning to suffer from the ravages of being closed in by the Assyrian forces. And so with the shortage of food, the
strength of the mothers was ebbing and they didn't have enough strength when it came time for a child to be delivered. They'd be in
labor, and yet they didn't have enough strength to bring the children forth. He said,
It may be that Yahweh thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living
God, and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left (Isa 37:4).
So it's really a request to Isaiah, "Pray. This guy has been down here and we're in trouble. Pray."
So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be
not afraid of the words that you have heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, I will send a
blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumor, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land (Isa 37:57).
So God's answer to these threats of Sennacherib is that he is going to return to his own land and there fall by the sword.
So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. And
he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to
Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom you trust, deceive you, saying,
Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands
by destroying them utterly; and you think you're going to be delivered? Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers
have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar? Where is the king of Hamath, and the
king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the
messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD (Isa 37:8-14).
I like this. He gets a threatening letter. It is a disturbing letter. And what does he do with it? He goes into the house of the Lord. He just
spreads it out before the Lord. He said, "Look, Lord, what they're saying about You now. Take care of them, God." And so he spreads this
thing out before the Lord.
If we would only learn to take our problems and our troubles to the Lord. Just spread it out before the Lord. "Lord, look what's going on."
What a wise thing to do. Just take your problems and spread them out before the Lord.
And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwells between the cherubims, thou art the God, even
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made the heaven and the earth (Isa 37:15-16).
God is above all gods. There are many gods. For a god is the master passion of a person's life. The Bible speaks that the gods of the
heathen are vain. There is only one true and living God. Francis Schaeffer said the time has come when we as Christians must really just...
we can't just talk about God anymore, because God is so many things to so many people. You talk about God, and to some person it's an
essence of love. It's so many things. So he said the time has come when we need to more or less qualify the term God and not just use
the term God, but qualify it by saying, "The eternal living God who created the heavens and the earth." Then we know what God we're
talking about. For there is only one eternal, living God who has created the heavens and the earth. Though there are many gods that
people bow down to worship, yet there's only one true, eternal, living God. Creator of heaven and earth.
So here of all of the kingdoms of the earth and gods of all of the kingdoms, You're the only One who is really the Creator of heaven and
earth.
Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent [which he
has sent, actually] to reproach the living God (Isa 37:17).
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So here he is. He addresses Him as the living God who has made heaven and earth, the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel who dwells
between the cherubims. Now he acknowledges a certain truthfulness to this threatening letter,
Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries (Isa 37:18),
Surrounding territories.
And they have cast their gods into the fire: because they were not true gods, but the work of men's hands, they were gods of wood and
stone: therefore they were able to destroy them. Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the
earth may know that thou art the LORD, and you only (Isa 37:19-20).
Marvelous prayer. A prayer and the recognizing of the greatness of God, who He is. A prayer in which he lays out the facts as he
understands them. And then asks God's help in the situation.
Then Isaiah sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Inasmuch as you have prayed to me against Sennacherib the
king of Assyria: This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee (Isa
37:21-22), Talking about Sennacherib now, this powerful Assyrian king. Hey, our little girls despised thee.
and they've laughed thee to scorn; the daughters of Jerusalem just shake their heads at thee (Isa 37:22).
Which is a sort of a reproachful kind of a thing.
Who have you reproached and blasphemed? and against whom have you exalted your voice, and lifted up your eyes on high? even
against the Holy One of Israel. By your servants you've reproached the Lord [the Adonai] and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots
am I come in to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees:
and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel. I have digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet
have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places. Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have
formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defensed cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore their
inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the
grass on the housetops, and as corn that is blasted before it is grown up. But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in,
and thy rage against me. Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in your
nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which you came. And this shall be a sign unto you, Ye shall eat
(Isa 37:23-30)
And this is unto the children of Hezekiah.
You shall eat this year (Isa 37:30)
In other words, God has declared, "I'm going to turn you back and by the way you came is where you'll go." This is the end of the
message to Sennacherib. Now to Hezekiah, this shall be the sign that God is going to fulfill this.
this year you will eat that which just grows of itself out of the ground; and the second year [the same thing] that which springs from the
same: and in the third year you're going to sow the land, and reap, and you'll plant the vineyards, and you'll eat the fruit thereof (Isa
37:30).
God is going to restore and remove the enemy entirely out of the land.
And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward: For out of Jerusalem shall
go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: for the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this. Therefore thus saith the LORD
concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank
against it. By the way that he came, by the same he will return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. For I will defend this
city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake (Isa 37:31-35).
This is the word of the Lord through Isaiah to king Hezekiah. Now if you were king and the prophet of God gave you this message, how
would you react to it? Here you're facing the strongest army in the world. And you are admittedly weak. The guy has said, "Hey, we gave
you two thousand horses, you don't have enough men to put on them." They've wiped out all of the enemy, all of the other lands which
were, many of them, stronger and more powerful than you are. Now the word of the Lord comes from the prophet Isaiah saying, "Don't
worry about it. They'll never step inside of this city. They won't shoot an arrow in. By the way they came they're going to turn back."
Well, really what can you do? You're really sort of defenseless anyhow. You might as well just hope that the prophet's right 'cause you
can't do much else. Fortunately in this case, the prophet is right, for we read, Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the
camp of the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousand: and when they [that is, the children of Judah] awoke early in the morning,
behold, the Assyrian army were all dead corpses. So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and he went and returned, and dwelt at
Nineveh (Isa 37:36-37). Which is the capital of Assyria. He returned to Nineveh in defeat, his armies destroyed by an angel of the Lord.
And it came to pass (Isa 37:38), Remember, he said he's going to go back to his land and there he would fall by the sword. It came to
pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and
they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead (Isa 37:38).
So God's word was fulfilled.
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Isaiah 38:1-22 (AMP)
1 IN THOSE days King Hezekiah of Judah became ill and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, came to him
and said, Thus says the Lord: Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live. 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and
prayed to the Lord 3 And said, Remember [earnestly] now, O Lord, I beseech You, how I have walked before You in faithfulness and in
truth, with a whole heart [absolutely devoted to You], and have done what is good in Your sight. And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 4 Then
came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying, 5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: I have heard
your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will add to your life fifteen years. 6 And I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of
the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city [Jerusalem]. 7 And this will be the sign to you from the Lord that the Lord will do this
thing that He has spoken: 8 Behold, I will turn the shadow [denoting the time of day] on the steps or degrees, which has gone down on
the steps or sundial of Ahaz, backward ten steps or degrees. And the sunlight turned back ten steps on the steps on which it had gone
down. 9 This is the writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness: 10 I said, In the
noontide and tranquillity of my days I must depart; I am to pass through the gates of Sheol (the place of the dead), deprived of the
remainder of my years. 11 I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in the land of the living; I shall behold man no more among the
inhabitants of the world. 12 My [fleshly] dwelling is plucked up and is removed from me like a shepherd's tent. I have rolled up my life
as a weaver [rolls up the finished web]; [the Lord] cuts me free from the loom; from day to night You bring me to an end. 13 I thought
and quieted myself until morning. Like a lion He breaks all my bones; from day to night You bring me to an end. 14 Like a twittering
swallow or a crane, so do I chirp and chatter; I moan like a dove. My eyes are weary and dim with looking upward. O Lord, I am
oppressed; take my side and be my security [as of a debtor being sent to prison]. 15 But what can I say? For He has both spoken to me
and He Himself has done it. I must go softly [as in solemn procession] all my years and my sleep has fled because of the bitterness of my
soul. 16 O Lord, by these things men live; and in all these is the life of my spirit. O give me back my health and make me live! 17 Behold,
it was for my peace that I had intense bitterness; but You have loved back my life from the pit of corruption and nothingness, for You
have cast all my sins behind Your back. 18 For Sheol (the place of the dead) cannot confess and reach out the hand to You, death cannot
praise and rejoice in You; they who go down to the pit cannot hope for Your faithfulness [to Your promises; their probation is at an end,
their destiny is sealed]. 19 The living, the living—they shall thank and praise You, as I do this day; the father shall make known to the
children Your faithfulness and Your truth. 20 The Lord is ready to save (deliver) me; therefore we will sing my songs with [my] stringed
instruments all the days of our lives in the house of the Lord. 21 Now Isaiah had said, Let them take a cake of figs and lay it for a plaster
upon the boil, that he may recover. 22 Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the Lord?
Chapter 38
In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the
LORD, Set your house in order: for you shall die, and not live (Isa 38:1).
These are pretty heavy tidings. You get sick and a prophet of God comes and says, "Hey, set your house in order, man, this is it. You're
going to die and not live." There are things that we must take care of before we die. Important things to take care of. The most
important thing that I take care of before I die is my relationship with God. And that's really what the prophet was referring to. "Set
your house in order. You're going to die and not live." So Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, And said,
Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before you in truth and with a complete heart, and have done that which is
good in your sight. And Hezekiah wept. Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the
LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen your tears: behold, I will add fifteen years to you. And I will
deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city. And this shall be a sign unto thee from the
LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken; Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in
the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down (Isa 38:2-8).
Interesting thing. Just to prove a point that what God said is true. "All right, I'll give you fifteen years. Don't cry. And to prove it, I'll
bring the shadow on the sundial back ten degrees." So here is actually a long day. Ten degrees backward, and by the time it started
again would give you about a forty-five minute lapse time here as God took... Now how did God pull that one off? I don't know. There
are those who scoff at the miracles in the Bible and try to either rationalize them completely or just say that they didn't exist. We have
the case in Joshua's time where the sun stood still for the space of almost a day in order that Joshua was able to completely wipe out
the enemies.
Now if the sun stood still in the evening time and the moon there in the valley of Ajalon, then it would mean that over here on this side
of the earth they would have had a long night, which, of course, the Aztec and Inca records do record. And Velikovsky in his book,
Worlds in Collision, traces this long day of Joshua around the world. Now there are the scoffers who say, "Wait a minute, the sun doesn't
revolve around the earth anyhow. We have that kind of an illusion only because the earth is spinning on its axis. So rather than the sun
standing still, it must be that the earth came to a halt. But the earth is spinning at a thousand miles an hour, and if the earth would
suddenly stop, everybody would be thrown off." And so they tried to deny the reality of that miracle through this idea that anything
stopped spinning at a thousand miles an hour, everything would be thrown off of it.
Well, who said God put on the brakes that hard? Say God took fifteen minutes to slow the earth to a stop? Oh my, that's easing down,
because from a thousand miles in fifteen minutes, you would hardly even notice the brakes being applied at that speed. So if God, say,
slowed it down in five minutes, it would be like applying your brakes at sixty miles an hour to stop at a signal that is a half a mile away.
So there's no problem. God didn't just slam on the brakes, yank, and everybody goes flying off. He just applied the brakes, stopped the
thing. The miracle to me is how did He get it going again? Now here is a little bit better. He actually reversed the thing a little bit. Let it
go back ten degrees before He fired it up. So the only reason why people have difficulty with these facets of scriptures is because their
concept of God is so small. And the reason why their concept of God is small is because they have created their own ideas of God.
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If you believe in the God that is revealed in the Bible, then these things present absolutely no problem at all. "In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). That's a pretty big God. And if He created the heavens and the earth, He has no problem
in guiding and directing and in stopping if He wants the rotation of this earth upon its axis for a moment. Starting it up again. It's an
interesting thing Velikovsky in his book believes that when God started up again, He started in the opposite direction. That actually the
earth used to rotate from west to east. He believes and seeks to prove it in his book. But interesting. God just to prove to the king, "Hey, I
mean it. Show you little proof just to encourage you."
Now when Hezekiah was sick, this is what he wrote. You talk about a negative confession. I mean, this guy had a classic negative
confession. So this is what Hezekiah wrote when he was sick.
I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go down to the gates of hell: I am deprived of the residue of my years. I said, I shall not see the
LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. Mine age is departed, and is
removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night
wilt thou make an end of me. I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make
an end of me (Isa 38:10-13).
Boy, what a negative confession! Now if what you say is what you get, then Hezekiah really would have been done in. But in spite of all of
his negative confessions, God answered his prayer and gave him fifteen years. But that brings up a problem. Should he really have died at
that time? It would appear that God's primary will for Hezekiah was that he should die at that time.
There's a theological debate on whether or not prayer really changes things. Can I by prayer really change the mind of God? God declares,
"Behold, I am God, I change not" (Malachi 3:6). Should I by prayer seek to change the mind of God? What would be the purpose of
changing the mind of God? The only purpose I can see of seeking to change the mind of God is that I've got a smarter thought than God
does. "Now God, I want You to see it my way."
It is interesting how that so often in our prayers they are really real hyped jobs in trying to, in a sense, change the mind of God—at least
the way we pray it. It is as though we're trying to make God see it our way and to convince God that our way is right. To sell God on my
program here. But is that really the real thrust of prayer and the purpose of prayer, to change the mind of God? Does prayer really change
God?
Now it would appear that there is a direct will of God for our lives, but then there is this area that we might title the permissive will of God
for us. And quite often, God's direct will is expressed first. This is what is best. But I get in there and I begin to push and shove and insist
and God says, "Well, all right. If that's what you really want, have at it."
It would appear that this did happen when Barak the king sent to Balaam to curse the people that were coming through the land. And
Balaam prayed unto the Lord and the Lord said unto Balaam, "Do not go down to the king. Do not curse these people because they are My
people." So Balaam sent back a message to Barak and said, "I'm sorry, king, I can't come down. The Lord won't let me. Neither can I curse
these people for the same reason." So king Barak sent other messengers with great rewards, a lot of loot, and said, "Just come on down
and counsel me concerning these people that are coming through the land." So Balaam was a greedy fellow and when he saw all the loot
that the king was offering for counseling fees, he thought, "Wow, could I ever use that! Get me a new donkey and a new house." And
greed really filled his heart.
So he prayed again. Now God had already said don't go down. But I can hear Balaam this time, "Oh, Lord, just please let me go. Lord, just,
I'll be good, Lord. But oh, just let me go down, Lord. After all, what can it hurt me going down, Lord? Please, God." God finally said, "All
right, go ahead, but you just be careful you don't say any more than what I tell you." But the anger of the Lord was kindled against
Balaam. Evidently, you see, though Balaam insisted and God more or less gave him a tentative, "Sure do it," yet it wasn't God's direct will
for this guy's life because an angel of the Lord stood in the path with a drawn sword. And that wise little donkey saw the angel though
Balaam didn't. And he turned off the path and Balaam beat him and got him back on the path. But again the angel of the Lord stood where
there was a cliff and the donkey edged up against the side of the cliff and got old Balaam's ankle, and he beat the donkey again and got
him going. The third time and the angel stood in the path there was no place for the donkey to go; he just sat down. And Balaam began to
beat him. And the donkey turned around and said, "You think that's right beating me three times? Haven't I been a faithful donkey ever
since you owned me? Have I ever done anything like this to you before?" Balaam was so angry he answered the donkey back and said,
"You bet your life I'd do right to beat you. If I had a stick I'd kill you."
He evidently was insisting that God allow him to go and God permissively said, "Yes, go." And yet, it wasn't the direct will of God. God
allows things that are not His direct will. I can force my will. I can force my way. Where God more or less reluctantly says, "Well, if that's
what you want, have at it." But yet, it isn't really pleasing to God. Now whenever these issues are forced, then the consequences are
always disastrous.
I believe that Hezekiah's time to die had come and I think he would have been much better off. I know the nation of Israel would have
been much better off had Hezekiah died at that time. Those extra fifteen years that God allowed him were disastrous. For two years later
he had a son named Manasseh who became the ruler, the king over Judah when Hezekiah died, and Manasseh was indeed the foulest,
rottenest king that ever reigned in Judah. And it was a result of Manasseh's ungodly reign that Judah got on the road downhill from which
it was never able to recover. Now had Hezekiah died when God planned and wanted him to die, then Manasseh would never have been
born and the history for the nation could have been different.
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Whenever we insist upon our way over God's, you're not getting the best. God's way is always the best. Though we may not
understand it or see it at the time, God's way is always the best. So it is possible that through our pig-headed bullishness, we might be
able to get God to consent to something that we desire. But the result is always negative. How much better that we learn to say, "Oh
God, Thy will be done," and to flow in the center of God's will. So Hezekiah prayed, cried, oh, he really was going at it.
Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter (Isa 38:14):
All night long here he was chattering like a little bird.
I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me (Isa 38:14).
You see, he was really going at it. And God said, "Come on, you want fifteen years, all right." The guy's just really going at it. God said,
"Ah, shut up. Fifteen years, go ahead, take it."
What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. O
Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. Behold, for
peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins
behind thy back. For the grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy
truth. The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. The LORD was
ready to save me: therefore will we sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life (Isa 38:15-20)
So this is a song that he wrote during this time and it's a psalm of Hezekiah.
For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it on as a plaster on his boil, and he shall recover. Hezekiah also had said,
What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD? (Isa 38:21-22)
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