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Prayer
Lord, I thank You for coming into my life and for breaking the power of sin that used to hold me captive. I
remember the futility I felt as I tried to change myself but couldn't do it. But when You came into my life,
everything changed. I praise You for loving me so much that You left Heaven and descended into a world
filled with sin and depravity. You did that for me, and I thank You so much. Lead me in the way to go Lord, I
ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen…..
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1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying, 2 Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust,
and made thee prince over my people Israel; and thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, to
provoke me to anger with their sins; 3 Behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of his house; and will make
thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 4 Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth of
his in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat. 5 Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he did, and his might, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 6 So Baasha slept with his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah: and Elah his son
reigned in his stead. 7 And also by the hand of the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani came the word of the LORD against Baasha, and
against his house, even for all the evil that he did in the sight of the LORD, in provoking him to anger with the work of his hands, in
being like the house of Jeroboam; and because he killed him. 8 In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began Elah the son
of Baasha to reign over Israel in Tirzah, two years. 9 And his servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, conspired against him, as he
was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza steward of his house in Tirzah. 10 And Zimri went in and smote him, and
killed him, in the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his stead. 11 And it came to pass, when he began to
reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he slew all the house of Baasha: he left him not one that pisseth against a wall, neither of
his kinsfolks, nor of his friends. 12 Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasha, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake
against Baasha by Jehu the prophet, 13 For all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, by which they sinned, and by which
they made Israel to sin, in provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with their vanities. 14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all
that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of
Judah did Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah. And the people were encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines. 16
And the people that were encamped heard say, Zimri hath conspired, and hath also slain the king: wherefore all Israel made Omri, the
captain of the host, king over Israel that day in the camp. 17 And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they
besieged Tirzah. 18 And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he went into the palace of the king's house, and
burnt the king's house over him with fire, and died, 19 For his sins which he sinned in doing evil in the sight of the LORD, in walking in
the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin. 20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he
wrought, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 21 Then were the people of Israel divided into two
parts: half of the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; and half followed Omri. 22 But the people that followed
Omri prevailed against the people that followed Tibni the son of Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 23 In the thirty and first year
of Asa king of Judah began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned he in Tirzah. 24 And he bought the hill Samaria of
Shemer for two talents of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner
of the hill, Samaria. 25 But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did worse than all that were before him. 26 For he walked
in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD God of Israel to
anger with their vanities. 27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his might that he shewed, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 28 So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned in
his stead. 29 And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son
of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years. 30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD above all
that were before him. 31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him. 32 And he
reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him. 34 In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build
Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to
the word of the LORD, which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun.
Chapter 16
So the word of the LORD came to Jehu the prophet unto Baasha, saying, Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, made thee
prince over my people Israel; and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam, and you have made my people to sin, and provoked me to
anger with their sins; Behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of house; and I will make his house like the
house of Jeroboam (1Ki 16:1-3).
So Baasha's house is to be utterly wiped out.
Those that die in the city eaten by dogs; those that die in the fields eaten by vultures. And the rest of the acts of Baasha, those that he
did, are in the books of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? (1Ki 16:4-5)
Again, books that we don't have.
And Elah his son reigned in his stead. And in the twenty-sixth year when Asa was down in Judah, Elah began to reign over Israel and
he only reigned for two years. And his servant Zimri, the captain of half of his chariots, conspired against him, as he was there at
Tirzah, and he was drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza the steward of his house of Tirzah. And Zimri went in and smote him,
and killed him, in the twenty-seventh year of the reign of Asa the king of Judah, and Zimri reigned over Israel. And as soon as he sat
upon the throne, he wiped out all of the house of Baasha: did not leave a single one from all of the family or relatives. And thus did
Zimri destroy the house of Baasha, according to the word of the LORD, for all of the sins of Baasha. Now the rest of the acts of Elah,
and all that he did, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? In the twenty-seventh year of Asa the king of
Judah, Zimri [Remember Asa reigned for forty-one years after he reigned twenty-seven years, Zimri] began to reign in Tirzah. The
people were encamped against Gibbethon. And the people that were encamped heard Zimri hath conspired, and slain the king and all
Israel made Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in the camp. And Omri went from Gibbethon, and all Israel with
him, and he besieged Tirzah. And it came to pass, when Zimri saw the city was taken, that he went into the palace of the king's house,
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and So he committed suicide having reigned for just a few days. And Omri the captain of the host began to reign.
For the sins which he sinned in doing evil in the sight of the LORD... And the rest of it is written in chronicles of Israel (1Ki 16:19-20)?
Which we do not have.
Then the people of Israel divided into two parts (1Ki 16:21):
And so there came a civil war in the northern kingdom. They had already divided from the Southern Kingdom and now there's a civil
war going on up there.
And there were those that followed Tibni and they sought to make him king; and half the people followed Omri. And the people that
followed Omri prevailed against the people that followed Tibni: and so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. And as he began to reign over
Israel for twelve years: he reigned for six years in Tirzah. And then he bought the hill Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver,
and he built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill, Samaria. But
Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the LORD, did worse than all that were before him. He walked in the ways of Jeroboam and he sinned
against the Lord. And the rest of the acts of Omri are written in the books of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? So Omri slept with his
fathers, he was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. And in the thirty-eighth year of Asa the king of Judah began
Ahab, and he was worst than all the rest (1Ki 16:21-29).
Honestly, the poor people. They didn't have a decent king.
And Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel and Samaria for twenty-two years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all
that were before him. And it came to pass, if this weren't enough to walk in the sins of Jeroboam, he took as his wife Jezebel that
wicked daughter of Ethbaal the king of the Zidonians, and he went and served Baal, and worshipped him. And he reared up an altar for
Baal in the house of Baal, which he built at Samaria. And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to
anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him. And in his days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho: and he laid the foundation
thereof in Abiram his firstborn, set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD (1Ki 16:29-34),
Now turn back to Joshua chapter six, verse twenty-six. After Joshua destroyed the city of Jericho, the first city to fall as they were
conquering the land. "And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth
this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it" (Joshua
6:26).
So Joshua said, Cursed is the man who rebuilds this city. He will lay the foundation at the time of his firstborn's son, but he will set at
the gates when his youngest son is born. So the prophecy of Joshua was fulfilled some five hundred years later. Joshua made that
prophecy about 1451 B.C. and about 925 B.C. did Hiel from Bethel rebuild the city of Jericho, and he laid the foundation at the birth of
his son Abiram and he set up the gates when his youngest son Segub was born. And thus God's word, again, amazing prophecies
fulfilled.
Omri built Samaria and he died and his son Ahab took over the wicked king who made Samaria the capital of the Northern Kingdom.
The ruins of Samaria are very fascinating ruins to see. You can go up on the hill that was once the city of Samaria. And you can see the
ruins of Omri's palace. They are still there. And of Ahab's palace also. You can also see many of the ruins that were built by the Romans
who, of course, later made that one of the Roman cities. But the ruins of the city of Samaria go clear on back to the time of Omri and
Ahab. And you can see the ruins of their palaces still there in Samaria.
When you are there it gives you sort of an awesome feeling when you realize all of the wickedness and all of the treachery and all of
the bloodshed because of the wickedness and treachery there in Samaria. You think of the sieges that took place there in Samaria. And
we'll be getting into some of those as we move on into Second Kings, when Samaria was besieged by the Assyrians and the horrible
things that happened during the times of these sieges.
But it is interesting that the ruins of those areas are still in existence today. In fact, some of the most well-preserved ruins in the Holy
Land going back to the Old Testament period are there in the city and in the site of Samaria.
And now may the Lord be with you and watch over you and keep you through the week. May you be strengthened by His Spirit in your
inner man. And may you through the understanding of the Spirit begin to comprehend how much He really loves you. The full depth of
God's love for you. May He watch over you and may you find your strength and your help in Him. he burnt the house down on himself
(1Ki 16:6, 8-18).

(Through The Bible Series C-2000; Chuck Smith; 1979-1986; Commentaries Through The Bible)
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A.W. Tozer; Jesus, Author of Our Faith; AND OTHER ESSAYS ON FAITH; COMPILED AND EDITED BY GERALD B. SMITH
Aiden Wilson Tozer (April 21, 1897 - May 12, 1963) was an American Protestant pastor, preacher, author, magazine editor, Bible
conference speaker, and spiritual mentor. For his work, he received two honorary doctorates. Among the more than forty books that he
authored, at least two are regarded as Christian classics: The Pursuit of God and The Knowledge of the Holy. His books impress on the
reader the possibility and necessity for a deeper relationship with God. Living a simple and non-materialistic lifestyle, he and his wife, Ada
Cecelia Pfautz, never owned a car, preferring bus and train travel. Even after becoming a well-known Christian author, Tozer signed away
much of his royalties to those who were in need. Prayer was of vital personal importance for Tozer. "His preaching as well as his writings
were but extensions of his prayer life", comments his biographer, James L. Snyder in the book, In Pursuit of God: The Life Of A.W. Tozer.
"He had the ability to make his listeners face themselves in the light of what God was saying to them", writes Snyder. Tozer himself
produced the works: Let My People Go; Man : the Dwelling Place of God; Paths to Power; The Divine ConquestThe Know ledge of the
Holy, (1961) New York: Harper & Row, ISBN 0-06-068412-7; The Pursuit of God, (1957) Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, ISBN 087509-522-4; The Root of the Righteous; There are also many compilations of sermons and other writings which were edited and
published by Christian Publications, Inc., after Tozer's death. Although the books were published posthumously, authorship is attributed
to A. W. Tozer.
Wikipedia
IS SATAN GIVING YOU A HARD TIME in your life of faith—in the Christian race you are running? Expect it if you are a believing child of
God!
Satan hates your God. He hates Jesus Christ. He hates your faith. You should be aware of the devil’s evil intentions. He wants you
to lose the victor’s crown in the race you have entered by faith through grace.
The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews gives us good New Testament counsel:
Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb 12:1-2)
The Holy Spirit, in giving us in the Bible a wide variety of encouragement, uses many figures to portray the believing people of
God. He lets us think of ourselves as farmers, plowing and planting and reaping. He lets us think of ourselves as carpenters, planning and
constructing. Again, He lets us think of ourselves as soldiers, bearing the strong armor of God and going forth to stand against the enemy.
But here, the Holy Spirit describes Christian believers as runners on the track, participants in the race of life. He provides both
strong warning and loving encouragement: there is always the danger of losing the race, but there is the victor’s reward awaiting those
who run with patience and endurance.
There are important things each of us should know and understand about our struggles as the faithful people of God.
First, it is a fact that the Christian race is a contest. But the race is in no sense a competition between believers or between
churches! As we live the life of faith, we Christians are never to be in competition with other Christians. The Bible makes this very plain.
Christian churches are never told to carry on their proclamation of the Savior in a spirit of competition with other churches.
Our contest is with Satan
All of us Christians have a common enemy, that old devil, Satan. As we stand together, pray together, worship together, we repudiate him
and his deceptions. He is our common foe, and he uses a variety of manipulations to hinder us in our spiritual lives.
When by faith we have entered this lifelong spiritual course, the Holy Spirit whispers, “Do you truly want to be among the victors
in this discipline?” When we breathe our “Yes! Yes!” He whispers of ways that will aid us and carry us to certain victory.
The Spirit tells us to throw off everything that would hinder us in the race. He tells us to be aware of the little sins and errors that
could divert us from the will of God as we run. But here is the important thing: He tells us to keep our eyes on Jesus, because He alone is
our pace setter and victorious example.
In a very real sense, faith is fixing our eyes on Jesus, keeping Jesus in full view regardless of what others may be doing all
around us. This is excellent counsel, because as human beings we know we are not sufficient in ourselves. It is in our nature to look out—
to look beyond ourselves for help. This world is big and deadly, and we are too weak and not wise enough to deal with it!
It is also a human trait to look beyond ourselves for assurance. We hope to find someone worthy of trust. We want someone who
has made good, someone who has done what we would like to do. The Hebrews writer points us to the perfect One, our eternal High
Priest, seated now at the right hand of God. He is Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. He has endured the cross an d is now the
eternal Victor and our Advocate in heaven.
Differences of opinion
One of my not-too-secret enjoyments is having a little fun with the human translators of the Scriptures. These have been good men, I
know. But as scholars and language experts, they sometimes seem confused. In the King James Version of this text, for example, Jesus is
called the Author and the Finisher of our faith. Other translators have called Him the Pioneer. One translator simply says “the

Thought For The Day

Page 5

Starter and the Finisher of our faith.” Scholars in another version call Jesus” t he Leader and perfect Model of our faith.” Still
another translator suggests, “Jesus, the princely Leader and another describes Jesus as “the Forerunner and Finisher of our faith.”
Fortunately, we can put all of these suggestions together and come up with a clear, simple, forceful portrayal of Jesus. He is
Jesus Christ, our Lord, the Author and the Pioneer of our faith. He is the One upon whom the Christian faith rests. He is the One who
blazed the trail. He is the One who is leading us through life to a successful consummation.
In these studies from Hebrews, we have referred often to faith. The faith we are considering is not that which you might regard as your
own personal faith. Jesus is more than the Author of just your faith. He is the Author, the Pioneer, the Leader, the Perfecter of the faith
subscribed to by our fathers through out the long centuries. The faith of our fathers rests on the biblical teachings and truths concerning
God and the person of Jesus Christ.
It is truth that God made the heavens and the earth, that God subsists in three persons, that God spoke to men through th e
prophets. It is truth that God sent His one and only Son into the world in order that whoever believes in Him should not perish. It is truth
that to effect our salvation, Christ had to die and to rise again. It is truth that He is now at the right hand of the Father, that He is
interceding for His believing people, that He is coming back to take His people to be with Him forever. It is truth that God has promised a
new heaven and a new earth, that death will finally be put down, that the enemy of our souls will be destroyed.
This, in brief outline, is the faith of our fathers. Christ Jesus is the Author and Finisher of that faith, regardless of our personal
attitudes or whether or not we demonstrate perfect confidence.
But Jesus helps us with that, too! It has been my experience that if we are fully acquainted with and deeply moved by the truths
on which our faith rests, our personal faith will spring up joyously in confidence and delight.
We have the perfect Model
Twenty centuries ago the Hebrew Christians were told to fix their eyes on Jesus, who for the joy set before Him had endured the cross
and scorned the shame.
The physical pain and suffering Jesus endured are well known. He was beaten and scourged until His back was raw. Thorns from
the mock crown pressed into His brow. Nails were driven into His hands and feet. But we should remember also the mental pain—the
cruel psychological pain of shame and rejection. Jesus endured it all; He suffered it out. He scorned the shame by looking down on it as
something not worthy to be mentioned when set over against the glory that was to be revealed.
Jesus’ death in our stead and His resurrection from the grave are fundamental Christian doctrines on which all evangelicals
agree. I can preach these truths in any Bible conference anywhere and be assured that I will be invited back.
But what could happen at a Bible conference would be for some fellow to whisper to another, “Tozer seems to be getting over
on the legalistic side!” This could easily happen when I insist that our Lord Jesus Christ not only endured the cross and despised the
shame, but He invites us to do the same thing!
After Jesus had rebuked Peter for saying that suffering and death could never come to the Son of Man, Jesus said to his
disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.” (Mat 16:24-25)
When Jesus told His disciples that the hour had come for the Son of Man to be glorified, He added:
I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever
serves me must follow me. (Joh 12:24-26 a)
Paul, after saying that some believers had been circumcised to avoid the persecution of Christ’s cross, continued:
May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Gal
6:14)
To those same readers he also said:
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.(Gal 2:20)
How can there be any question but that our Lord Jesus Christ identified us with Himself? Instead of putting the cross son that
hill outside Jerusalem, Jesus puts the cross in our lives, where it belongs!
We died with Christ
Evil-minded men hung Jesus on a wooden cross, just as Jesus had told His disciples they would. The salvation of a lost world was at
stake. When He died, His body was taken down and laid in a tomb. When He arose from the dead and ascended to the right
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hand of God the Father, that wooden cross had no further meaning in the mind of God. None at all!
Some Christian churches are very enamored with splinters they say came from the wooden cross on which Jesus died. Apart
from such dubious claims, that old wooden cross is no longer in existence. I hope we realize that when we sing “The Old Rugged
Cross.”
But there remains a very real cross. It is the cross you take and the cross I take as we follow our Lord Jesus who willingly
took His cross. That is why I say that our Lord identifies us with Himself.
I find a deep, compelling message in the words of an old hymn no longer sung. And I am concerned for the spiritual desire
now seemingly lost with the hymn:
Oh, for that flame of living fire
Which shone so bright in saints of old,
Which bade their souls to heaven aspire,
Calm in distress, in danger bold.
Where is that Spirit, Lord, which dwelt
In Abram’s breast and sealed him Thine,
Which made Paul’s heart with sorrow melt
And glow with energy divine?
That Spirit which from age to age
Proclaimed Thy love and taught Thy ways,
Brightened Isaiah’s vivid page
And breathed in David’s hallowed lays.
We have to ask, too, “Where is that Spirit, Lord?” Why must we cry in pathetic and plaintive manner, “Where is Thy Spirit,
Lord?” I think it is because we differ from the saints of old in our relation to the cross—our attitude toward the cross.
Half right, all wrong
In our modern gospel churches, Christians have decided where to put the cross. They have made the cross objective instead
of subjective. They have made the cross external instead of internal. They have made it institutional instead of experiential.
Now, the terrible thing is that they are so wrong because they are half right. They are right in making the cross objective. It
was something that once stood on a hill with a man dying on it, the just for the unjust. They are right that it was an external cross—for
on that cross God performed a judicial act that will last while the ages burn themselves out.
So, they are half right. But here is where they are wrong: They fail to see that there is a very real cross for you and me. There
is a cross for every one of us—a cross that is subjective, internal, experiential.
Our cross is an experience within. It is a cross we voluntarily take, and it is hard, bitter, distasteful. But we take our cross for
Christ’s sake, and we are willing to suffer the consequences and despise the shame.
This is where people accuse Tozer of legalism, because I charge much of evangelicalism with this modern attitude: “Let the
cross kill Jesus! Let Jesus do all the dying! We will live on in our faith and be happy and have fun—and we will all get to heaven in the
end!”
But if we are serious about the Christian faith and the demands of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will acknowledge that the cross
on the hill must become the cross in our hearts. When that cross on the hill has been transformed by the miraculous grace of the Holy
Spirit into the cross in the heart, then we begin to know something of its true meaning and it will become to us the cross of power.
The world is already dead
Let me remind you of something. In Paul’s word to the Galatians already referred to, Paul considers the world to be already
dead. He does not plead for it. He does not try to salvage anything out of it.

Thought For The Day

Page 7

Why was Paul willing to let the world go? I am sure I know the answer. Paul’s love and interest and concern were for people. That is
where ours should be, also. When John wrote that God so loved the world, he did not mean that God loved Hollywood or the ball park
or the music hall. God did not send Jesus to give us a legitimate interest in the world’s organized society. He did not send Jesus so that
we could participate in the world’s variety of fun and games.
God’s love and concern are for people. He loves human beings made in His image, though now fallen and lost. When I say that Paul
followed Christ in reckoning the world dead, I only remind you that he was turning his back on this organized and selfish world. He
was not turning his back on people and their needs and their sins. Paul cared and was concerned for every individual for whom Christ
died.
I should say something else here about this world and its selfish and often godless society. Why is there so much attraction
to the magazines, the radio, the television, the sports, the concerts, the fun? We may be reluctant to admit it, but we have an enemy,
and he has many helpers. All of these things that surely add up to fun and entertainment have an overall design of keeping people
from taking God seriously. There is some great master plan that is surely succeeding in keeping men and women relatively happy in
this world without ever a serious thought of God and salvation and eternal life!
Millions of men and women seem to be very content with the arrangement as it is. They do not want to be reminded at all
that they are going to die and that after death comes the judgment of a holy and righteous God. They would rather remain gullible and
deceived than to learn the truth about this world and the next.
God spare us from gullibility
When I was a boy on the farm, we “butchered” every year in the early fall. It was my job to coax the fattened hogs into the
barn. I would throw them some corn, and they were pleased as they came grunting in with that corn still grinding in their mouths.
But in minutes they were dead. My father would then bleed them and dress them out. That is how we got our supply of pork
for the winter.
The gullible pigs have never learned. Wherever they are, they are still being led to the slaughter generation after generation.
All it takes is a supply of shelled corn!
You may not like the illustration, but there are plenty of gullible people who have never recognized why they are being kept
so busy and so well entertained with the things that are amusing and fun. Paul said that he had caught on—and he reckoned himself
dead to this world and this world dead to him.
I wonder how many of the saintly men and women who have lived for Christ throughout the centuries were accused of
narrowness and legalism and of being spoilers. I think they knew and accepted the offense of the cross for what it is. I think they
allowed the cross to kill their self-love, their self-confidence, their self-will, their self-pity, their self-righteousness. I think they were
faithful in keeping Jesus Christ in full view, looking away from themselves and following Him all the way—even unto death.
They took the promises of God at face value. Their eyes were on the Lord and the city whose builder and maker is God. They
looked beyond the passing attractions of this world to see the lovely face of Jesus Christ shining in wonderful glory.

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 514-517)
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