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God Father; in Jesus’ name I ask it, Lord, we are running to You! We want to be as
close to You as we can possibly be ! We don't want even the smallest hint of worldliness
in our life. We want to be like You, to think like You, and to please You in every part of
our life—our family, o ur job, our relationships , and our finances. Jesus, if there is any
part of us that has been influenced wrongly by the wor ld, We ask You to please show it
to us and help us get it corrected. Led us, and guide us and keep us and protect us, in
Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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More To This Life—
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Scripture
1 THEREFORE,

1 Thessalonians 3 (AMP; 2005)

WHEN [the suspense of separation and our yearning for some personal
communication from you] became intolerable, we consented to being left behind alone
at Athens.
2 And we sent Timothy, our brother and Go d's servant in [spreading] the good ne ws
(the Gospel) of Christ, to strengthen and establish and to exhort and comfort and encourage you in your faith,
3 That no one [o f you] should be disturbed and beguiled and led astray by these afflictions and difficulties [to which I have referred]. For you yourselves know that this is
[unavoidable in our position, and must be recognized as] our appointed lot.
4 For even when we were with you, [you kno w] we warned you plainly beforehand that
we were to be pressed with difficulties and made to suffer affliction, just as to your
own kno wledge it has [since] happened.
5 That is the reason that, when I could bear [the suspense] no longer, I sent that I
might learn [ho w you were standing the strain, and the endurance of] your faith, [for I
was fearful] lest somehow the tempter had tempted you and our toil [among you
should prove to] be fruitless and to no purpose.
6 But no w that Timothy has just come back to us from [his visit to] you and has brought
us the good news o f [the steadfastness of] your faith and [the warmth of your] love,
and [reported] how kindly you cherish a constant and affectionate remembrance of us
[and that you are] longing to see us as we [are to see] you,
7 Brethren, for this reason, in [spite of all] our stress and crushing difficulties we have
been filled with comfort and cheer about you [because of] your faith (the leaning of
your whole personality on God in complete trust and confidence).
8 Because now we [really] live, if you stand [firm] in the Lord.
9 For what [adequate] thanksgiving can we render to God for you for all the gladness
and delight which we enjoy for your sakes before our God?
10 [And we] continue to pray especially and with most intense earnestness night and
day that we may see you face to face and mend and make good whatever may be imperfect and lacking in your faith.
11 No w may our God and Father Himself and o ur Lord Jesus Chr ist (the Messiah) guide
our steps to you.
12 And may the Lord make you to increase and excel and overflow in love for one another and for all people , just as we also do for you,
13 So that He may strengthen and confirm and establish your hearts faultlessly pure and
unblamable in holiness in the sight o f our God and Father, at the coming of o ur Lord
Jesus Christ (the Messiah) with all His saints (the holy and glorified people of God)!

Amen, (so be it)!
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Paul, in deepest anxiety for the newborn Thessalonian c hurch, had sent Timothy back to encourage them in their
time of bitter persecution. (Acts 17:15; 18:1, 5; 1 Thessalonian 3:1-2, 6) Timothy’s return with the news o f their
steadfastness and devotion filled Paul with unbounded joy.
Paul felt that the trials he experienced were part of his calling in the ministry. Paul sent Timothy to see how the
church in Thessalonica was doing because he was so anxious for them. Paul was comforted and uplifted by the news
from the brethren. To the end; means for the purpose. When Christ comes again to establish His Kingdom on Earth,
we’ll be with Him (Co lossians 3:4, Jude 14, Revelation 19:7-14).
(New Testament Study Guide; 2005; Chuck Smith; notes and commentaries; page 124)
It is so rewarding that someone He has led you to teach, or to come along beside of…..that you see…..that person go
from….baby steps...into a full fledged adult believer….and you are thinking…..whoa they just blo w me a way, their
faith, and than you stop and think…..God did that through me, to get it to them…..did you ever think about that.?
God is so a wesome…..

Is It Possible for a Christian To Become the Enemy of God?

Ho w does God vie w a believer who once wa lked with Him and kne w the po wer of the Holy Spirit but has no w become
so entangled in the world that he hardly ever picks up his Bible to read it , rarely prays, and comes to church only if it
"fits" into his schedule of things to do? Ho w does God look o n it when a believer departs from the red-hot spiritual
passion he once possessed and turns his devotion to other things? James 4:4 says, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses,
know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God." This verse tells us exactly how God feels about a believer who wanders a way from Him . I wa nt
you to notice the word "is" in this verse. It is from the Greek word kathistemi, which means to constitute or to render. This is very important, for it alerts us to the fact that when a believer chooses to take a worldly path, he sets
himself in direct opposition to the godly path God desires for him. As a result of the cho ices he has made, he has rendered, constituted, or caused himself to become the "enemy" of God. I kno w that the word "enemy" is strong, so
let's see what it means. The word "enemy" is the Greek word echthros. This word is usually used to describe enemies
in a war or enemies in a military conflict . It is the picture of t wo nations who are in opposition to one another and
have therefore engaged in a military conflict. They are warring nations. They feel hostility, antagonism, and even animosity toward each other. In Luke 23:12, the word echthros is used to communicate the enmity and animosity that
existed between Pilate and Herod Antipas before they became allies at the time of Jesus' crucifixion. Prior to forming
their new alliance, Pilate and Herod Antipas were fiercely hostile toward o ne another. Jealousy and competition
raged between these two men. They were enemies.
So the meaning of the word echthros in James 4:4 is unquestionable. It is the picture of a hostile force. But no w
James uses this word to express the feelings and emotions that God possesses toward a believer who transfers his
devotion and passion from Him to the world. By using this word, James tells us that if a believer chooses to make his
relationship with the world a greater priority than his relationship with God, he is making a choice that will put him
in direct opposition to God. In fact, the word echthros lets us kno w that God takes this decision so personally that He
views it as an act of war ! To God, this is the ultimate violation!
I realize that Romans 8:31 says, "... If God be for us , who can be against us?" But by the same token, if God takes a
stand against us and our activities because our actions are wrong, our plans and pursuits will be frustrated and paralyzed, and we will not succeed in our endeavors. God is not against us being blessed or having a lot o f possessions.
But He is against whatever takes His place in our hearts. When the things of the wor ld move from our hands into our
hearts, that is the violation that concerns God the most!
In Matthew 6:24, Jesus said, " No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one , and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." According to these words of
Jesus, it is impossible for us to give our hearts simultaneously to two masters. We must choose whom we are going
to serve: God or mammon. "Mammon" was an expression used by the Jewish community of Ne w Testament times to
express the idea of worldliness. So when Jesus said it was impossible to serve God and mammon, He was actually
saying that it is impossible to serve both God and worldliness. The word "serve" is the Greek word doulos, which describes a servant or a slave. This word was used to denote a servant who had become a slave for the rest of his life.
This servant's lifetime responsibility was to "service" his master with all his attention, time, and energy. In other
words, he catered to his master's every wish, desire, or demand. He was there to help, assist, and fulfill his master's
wants and dreams to the exclusion of all else.
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This servant's entire existence was to "service" his master in whatever way the master asked or demanded. Let me
give you this example. When you purchase a car or a washing machine, these machines will operate for a while without your attention. However, a time comes when you must give your attention to them in order to keep them in good
working order. And if you o wn a house or apartment, you know that a home requires all kinds of time, attention, energy, and money in order to keep it in good shape. In other words, all these natural possessions must be "serviced."
When Jesus told us, "... Ye cannot serve God and mammon," He was telling us that both God and mammon requir e
time, attention, energy, and money. Jesus knew that there is not enough of you and me to properly "service" both
God and worldliness in our lives. Hence, we must choose which master we are going to serve. Once that decision is
made, we must then "... hate the one and love the other...." To truly serve God, you must spend time with Him s o you
can know His voice and develop a pattern of obedience in your daily walk. It will demand your fullest attention. The
work of God must be "serviced" with prayer, obedience, repentance, and worship. If a person chooses to serve
"mammon" (worldliness) instead of the Lord, he will have to turn his attention and devotion to the world. As a
worldly person, he will be required to learn the ways of the wor ld and to adapt to the thinking of the world. Serving
the world and worldliness requires 100 percent of a person's attention. Just as serving God requires your time, a ttention, energy, and money, the world will demand the same from you. This is why Jesus said it isn't possible to ser ve
both God and mammon. You see, there just isn't enough of you to serve both of these masters simultaneously, so you
must choose whom you are going to serve. So let me ask you this: Whom are you serving in your life right no w?
What most requires your time and attention? Can you truthfully say you are giving God your fullest attention and that
the chief priority in your life is to serve and obey Him? Or must you confess that worldly pursuits, possessions, a nd
corporate success consume your thoughts and energies? If you are consumed with God, these other things will t ake
a lower place on your list of priorities. But if you are consumed with the world, material things will dominate the
landscape of your mind. So just stop and ask yourself, What do I think about more than anything else in life? Your
answer will probably tell you whom you are serving the most with your heart. James 4:6 tells us that God takes a
stand against a believer who turns his devotion to the world and becomes worldly. In fact, it says God "resists" such
believers. The word "resist" is the Greek word antitasso —a military term that means to militarily order one's self
against someone else. This is no accidental, fly-by-night plan of resistance but a well-planned, prepared resistance.
This emphatically declares that God takes it so personally when a believer turns his devotion from Him to the wo rld
that He sets Himself in opposition to that believer. Like a military commander, God reviews the situation; then He decides how to resist and frustrate the things this believer is trying to achieve and thus bring him to a place of surr ender. If this believer does not quickly surrender, repent, and come back to where he ought to be, God will continue to
take a stand against his activities. The Chr istian can rebuke the devil all day long, but it will be to no avail, for his
problem isn't the devil—his problem is God! It doesn't matter how smart that person is, ho w many talents and gifts
he possesses, or how hard he works to achieve his goals, things just wo n't work out right because God is standing in
opposition to him, frustrating every step he takes in order to get his attention and help him get his priorities bac k in
divine order. As terrible as this resistance sounds, it is a manifestation of Go d's grace! By blocking our way and r esisting our choices, the precious Ho ly Spirit endeavors to get our attention and to bring us to a s weet place of br okenness where sin is confessed and fello wship with God is restored. You see, God is so passionate about your relationship with Him that He is unwilling to share you with the wor ld. That doesn't mean you can't have a job or be successful. In most cases, you must have a job, and God wants you to be successful. But if you s witch your allegiance fro m
God to the wor ld around you, God views that as the ultimate violation in His sight. It is the very act that causes Him
to decide to rise up and to do something to bring you back to where you ought to be!
So I advise you to take a good look at your life and make sure your priorities are where they need to be! Make sure

you are more aligned with the Lord than with the world around you! Otherwise, God may step forward to deliber ately
frustrate your plans in order to bring you back to where you ought to be!
Sparkling Gems from the Greek.
(The Word; Word Search 9; Bible Software;2008; A mplified Bible, KJV, A merican Standard, Darby…..and many more)
(A mplified Bible; The Every Day Life Bible; Joyce Meyers Ministry; Scripture; page 1977)

Psa 119:105
Thy word [is] a lamp unto
my feet, and a light unto my path.
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