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Prayer
Lord, help me to be sensitive to Your Presence so I can be aware of that moment when Your coming is near
to us. Help me close my ears to those mockers who say You will never come. By Your grace, I will hold
tightly to Your promise that You will come one day to collect Your people to Yourself. Help me live a life that
is holy—one that pleases You and for which I will not be ashamed when You suddenly appear to gather the
Church to Yourself. I ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen…….
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Psalm 44:1-26

1 WE HAVE heard with our ears, O God; our fathers have told us [what] work You did in their days, in the days of old. 2 You drove out
the nations with Your hand and it was Your power that gave [Israel] a home by rooting out the [heathen] peoples, but [Israel] You
spread out. 3 For they got not the land [of Canaan] in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them; but Your
right hand and Your arm and the light of Your countenance [did it], because You were favorable toward and did delight in them. 4 You
are my King, O God; command victories and deliverance for Jacob (Israel). 5 Through You shall we push down our enemies; through
Your name shall we tread them under who rise up against us. 6 For I will not trust in and lean on my bow, neither shall my sword save
me. 7 But You have saved us from our foes and have put them to shame who hate us. 8 In God we have made our boast all the day
long, and we will give thanks to Your name forever. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 9 But now You have cast us off and
brought us to dishonor, and You go not out with our armies. 10 You make us to turn back from the enemy, and they who hate us take
spoil for themselves. 11 You have made us like sheep intended for mutton and have scattered us in exile among the nations. 12 You
sell Your people for nothing, and have not increased Your wealth by their price. 13 You have made us the taunt of our neighbors, a
scoffing and a derision to those who are round about us. 14 You make us a byword among the nations, a shaking of the heads among
the people. 15 My dishonor is before me all day long, and shame has covered my face 16 At the words of the taunter and reviler, by
reason of the enemy and the revengeful. 17 All this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten You, neither have we been false to
Your covenant [which You made with our fathers]. 18 Our hearts are not turned back, neither have our steps declined from Your path,
19 Though You have distressingly broken us in the place of jackals and covered us with deep darkness, even with the shadow of
death. 20 If we had forgotten the name of our God or stretched out our hands to a strange god, 21 Would not God discover this? For
He knows the secrets of the heart. 22 No, but for Your sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter. 23 Awake! Why do You sleep, O Lord? Arouse Yourself, cast us not off forever! 24 Why do You hide Your face and forget our
affliction and our oppression? 25 For our lives are bowed down to the dust; our bodies cleave to the ground. 26 Rise up! Come to our
help, and deliver us for Your mercy's sake and because of Your steadfast love!
Psalm 44:
We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work you did in their days, in times of old. How you did drive out
the heathen with thy hand, and you planted them; and how you did afflict the people, and cast them out. For they got not the land in
possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thy arm, and the light of thy
countenance, because you had favor unto them. Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob. Through thee will we
push down our enemies: through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. For I will not trust in my bow, neither
shall my sword save me (Psa 44:1-6).
Now, this psalm begins in a very powerful kind of an affirmation of God and a dependency upon God and, "Lord, we have heard, our
fathers have told us, how that in times past You were with them, You helped them, You delivered their enemies into their hands. How
that they came into this land and You gave this land over to them. You drove out the enemies. It wasn't their strength or their power,
but God, it was Your hand upon them that brought them into the land then gave them victory here. Lord, we have known all about it.
We've heard about it. And You are our God. We acknowledge You as our King. But what is wrong?"
Now we get into the complaint of the psalmist. Up until now we were in good shape. "We know Your power. We know what You have
done, and You are our God. But something has gone wrong here."
But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and thou hast put them to shame that hated us. In God we boast all the day long, and praise
thy name for ever and ever (Psa 44:7-8).
And then the Selah brings the end of that part of the psalm. That is it. "God, we're trusting in You. You are it. You've done it." Now,
here begins the complaint with verse 9. The Selah ends the first thing of confidence in God.
But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and you go not forth with our armies. You make us to turn back from the enemy: and they
which hate us spoil for themselves. You have given us like sheep appointed for meat; and you have scattered us among the heathen.
You sell your people for nothing, and you do not increase your wealth by their price. You make us a reproach to our neighbors, a scorn
and a derision to them that are round about us. You make us a byword among the heathen, the shaking of the head among the
people. My confusion is continually before me, and the shame of my face has covered me, for the voice of him that reproached and
blasphemed; by reason of the enemy and the avenger. All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt
falsely in thy covenant. Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined from thy way; Though thou hast sore broken us
in the place of dragons, and covered us with the shadow of death. If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our
hands to a strange god; Shall not God search this out? for he knows the secrets of the heart. Yea, for thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter. Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, cast us not off for ever. Why do you hide
your face, and forget our affliction and our oppression? For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaves unto the earth. Arise
for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies' sake (Psa 44:9-26).
Now it is an interesting psalm because there is vivid contrast. Again, the beginning with God, "We have heard of what You have done
in the past. We know of Your power. Our fathers have told us what You have done. You are our God." And yet, the difficulty of trying
to understand our present circumstances which are so adverse. "If it is true that You take care of Your people, if it is true that You
deliver Your people, then why are we in this present dilemma? For we have served You. We have kept Your covenant. Why, God, are
we having these problems?"Again, let me emphasize that God nowhere has promised that He would keep us from problems. He has
promised to be with us in every trial. "But beloved count it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you as though some
strange thing has happened to you"(I Peter 4:12). And yet, when we see a friend going through a deep trial we say, "Boy, this is
weird. Wonder why God is allowing this, you know." Or if I am going through a heavy trial I am always thinking of it as some
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strange thing that has happened to me. Why should I have to go through this trial? I guess it is almost instinctive for us to shun
suffering. We don't want to suffer. We don't like to suffer. We would like to have an easy path through life. We would like to have
everything come up roses. But life isn't that way. Life has many pitfalls. Life has many sorrows. Life is filled with trials. But as a child of
God I have the confidence and the assurance that God will be with me through any experience that I might have to pass. More than
that, He has already gone before me. "There is no temptation that has taken you but what is common with all man. But God, with that
temptation, will provide for you the way of escape" (I Corinthians 10:13). For He will not allow you to be tempted beyond your capacity
to bear it, to endure it. But the trial of your faith is more precious than gold, though it perisheth, because that trial of your faith is
producing, really, the enduring qualities. Now fire is an interesting substance. And one of the ways by which God is defined is, "Our
God," it says, "is a consuming fire." Now God is love, God is light, God is good. But then also our God is a consuming fire. What does He
consume? He consumes the dross, the chaff, the sin, the evil. You see, fire is interesting because it has the capacity of destroying or of
transmitting into permanency. It all depends on the material that is in it. Now if you have got a bag of sticks, then fire will consume it.
But that same fire that consumes the sticks can forge the steel into permanency. In order for steel to be hardened, forged, you've got
to put it through severe fire, tremendous heat. But it is tempered, transmitted into permanency. Now God is a figure of fire. We are all
dwelling in God, in the fire. But what is the fire doing to you? It all depends on what you are. If you are a child of God, that fire is
burning the dross. If you are not a child of God, that same fire is destroying you.
Now, we do have experiences in life that we do not understand. It is interesting that this particular psalm does not come out with any
glowing happy ever after at the end. It ends with a cry, "O help me, God, for Your mercies' sake." But it isn't one of the, "And lived
happily ever after," kind of things. It just ends with the cry, "O God, I need help." But because the cry is unto God, the end is assumed.
God will take care of it. God is watching over me. God does know the trial and the path that I take. And God will bring me through.
Someday I am going to come out on top, victorious through Him. God will see that I do.
Psalm 45:1-17 (AMP)
1 MY HEART overflows with a goodly theme; I address my psalm to a King. My tongue is like the pen of a ready writer. 2 You are fairer
than the children of men; graciousness is poured upon Your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever. 3 Gird Your sword upon Your
thigh, O mighty One, in Your glory and Your majesty! 4 And in Your majesty ride on triumphantly for the cause of truth, humility, and
righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God); and let Your right hand guide You to tremendous things. 5 Your arrows are
sharp; the peoples fall under You; Your darts pierce the hearts of the King's enemies. 6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; the
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 7 You love righteousness, uprightness, and right standing with God and hate
wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness above Your fellows. 8 Your garments are all fragrant
with myrrh, aloes, and cassia; stringed instruments make You glad. 9 Kings' daughters are among Your honorable women; at Your right
hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 10 Hear, O daughter, consider, submit, and consent to my instruction: forget also your own
people and your father's house; 11 So will the King desire your beauty; because He is your Lord, be submissive and reverence and
honor Him. 12 And, O daughter of Tyre, the richest of the people shall entreat your favor with a gift. 13 The King's daughter in the inner
part [of the palace] is all glorious; her clothing is inwrought with gold. 14 She shall be brought to the King in raiment of needlework;
with the virgins, her companions that follow her, she shall be brought to You. 15 With gladness and rejoicing will they be brought; they
will enter into the King's palace. 16 Instead of Your fathers shall be Your sons, whom You will make princes in all the land. 17 I will
make Your name to be remembered in all generations; therefore shall the people praise and give You thanks forever and ever.
Psalm 45
The forty-fifth psalm is one of those beautiful psalms that refers to Christ, a Messianic psalm. The glorious king. But in this same psalm
is seen the church, the bride of Jesus Christ. And so we have in Psalm 45 the beautiful mystery of Christ and the church. The King and
His bride. My heart is indicting a good matter: I speak of things which I have made touching the King: my tongue is the pen of a ready
writer (Psa 45:1). Describing the king, Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath
blessed thee for ever. Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most Mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. And in thy majesty ride
prosperously, because of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee awesome things. Thine arrows are
sharp in the heart of the King's enemies; whereby the people fall under thee. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy
kingdom is a right sceptre (Psa 45:2-6). Now in the book of Hebrews it acknowledges that this was written concerning Jesus Christ.
And as the author of the book of Hebrews is seeking to show the superiority of Jesus Christ over the angels, he quotes this particular
psalm, showing that God called Him God. For this psalm is inspired by God, and God in inspiring the psalm saying of Jesus Christ, "Thy
throne, O God, is forever and ever." So in the New Testament there are those that would challenge the deity of Jesus Christ, saying that
it isn't really a biblical doctrine. In spite of the fact that in the first chapter of John we read, "In the beginning was the Word, the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. And the same was in the beginning with God, and all things were made by Him, and without Him
was not anything made that was made." In spite of the fact that Thomas, when Jesus said to him after the resurrection, "Thomas, you
want to put your finger in My hand? Go ahead. You want to thrust your hand into My side? Go ahead. See if it isn't Me." And Thomas
cried, "My Lord, and my God" (John 20:28). In spite of the fact that Paul the Apostle called Him God, declaring that we look forward to
the great appearing of our glorious God and Savior Jesus Christ. It is pointed out in the book of Hebrews that even God Himself called
Him God. For the Lord said to Him, "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever. The sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre." So, John,
Paul, Thomas, all were willing to acknowledge Him as God, and even the Father willing to acknowledge Him as God is good enough for
me. I don't need the Jehovah Witnesses to come along and say that He is not God. There is ample biblical proof. So inasmuch as this is
quoted concerning Christ in the New Testament, we know we are on good ground as seeing the King as Christ.
Thou lovest righteousness, you hate wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. Kings' daughters
were among thy honorable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir (Psa 45:7-9).
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The queen, of course, the church.
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father's house; So shall the King greatly
desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him (Psa 45:10-11).
How beautiful. Speaking now of this intimate, beautiful relationship between Christ and His church. "Hearken, O daughter, consider,
incline thine ear. Forget the world, thy father's house. For the King greatly desires thee, thy beauty. For He is thy Lord, worship Him."
And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favor. The King's daughter is all
glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions
that follow her shall be brought unto thee. With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: and they shall enter into the King's palace.
Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth. I will make thy name to be remembered in
all generations: therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever (Psa 45:12-17).
Much, much that is there to just go ahead and come back to this one and read it and meditate upon it. And just to see the beautiful
picture of the bride of Christ. The glorious day when we are brought to Him. Unfolded for us in the book of Revelation, chapter 19.
Invited. Now the other groups that will be there, outside of the church, the virgins, bringing their companions that follow, there's a lot
there.
Psalm 46:1-11 (AMP)
1 GOD IS our Refuge and Strength [mighty and impenetrable to temptation], a very present and well-proved help in trouble. 2 Therefore
we will not fear, though the earth should change and though the mountains be shaken into the midst of the seas, 3 Though its waters
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling and tumult. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 4 There is a river whose
streams shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 5 God is in the midst of her, she shall not be
moved; God will help her right early [at the dawn of the morning]. 6 The nations raged, the kingdoms tottered and were moved; He
uttered His voice, the earth melted. 7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our Refuge (our Fortress and High Tower). Selah
[pause, and calmly think of that]! 8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, Who has wrought desolations and wonders in the earth. 9 He
makes wars to cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow into pieces and snaps the spear in two; He burns the chariots in the fire.
10 Let be and be still, and know (recognize and understand) that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations! I will be exalted in the
earth! 11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our Refuge (our High Tower and Stronghold). Selah [pause, and calmly think of
that]!
Psalm 46:
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea (Psa 46:1-2);
Because God is my refuge and strength, I will not fear any kind of calamity that may befall me, or catastrophe.
Now a few years ago people were predicting that California was going to drop off into the Pacific Ocean, and people had visions of great
tidal waves rolling down through into San Joaquin Valley, and this whole thing being inundated in a tremendous flood. And actually,
there were many people who moved from California as a result of these prophecies and some of these visions and dreams. Some of those
that moved, it was good riddance. California has enough kooks already. But a lot of people were really terrified because of these
prophecies and visions of the catastrophes and calamities that were going to befall California. And actually... of course, it's really weird.
They had visions of this whole coastal area just dropping, you know, into the Pacific. They saw that from the San Andreas fault line, their
visions, from the San Andreas fault line westward here, we were all going to just, you know, drop into the ocean. And some of them
actually had gone to the area of Wrightwood and had row boats and ropes and everything else that they were gonna, you know, if you
could get that far inland, then they were going to tow you up the mountain and keep you safely there in the Victorville area and all, on
the other side of the fault line. And it was interesting. There were a lot of prophecies written about it and all. Back in the late sixties
there was quite a bit of, quite a few of churches having doom prophecies and so forth that people were giving within it.
And so, of course, they would bring these pictures of people envisioned the destruction and catastrophe, and they would say, "What are
you going to do, Chuck? Are you going to move?" I said, "No." "What are you going to do?" I said, "I am going to get my surfboard ready
and when that tidal wave comes in, I am going to have a wild ride, you know." "Oh no, no. It is serious, Chuck. It's serious, you know."
And I said, "Well, if you want me to get serious, I'll tell you this, God is my refuge and my strength. He is a very present help in trouble
and I will not fear, though the mountains be removed and cast into the midst of the sea. So what!"
You know if God is your refuge and your strength, you don't need to fear. People can you know come around with all kinds of doomsday
notions and prophecies, but it doesn't stir me. It doesn't worry me. Now, I wouldn't blame God if He did shake California off into the
Pacific, at least Hollywood and San Francisco. And I think He would be justified in doing so. But my trust is in God, always. Now, I don't
care where you go, you can't really escape. You can't really run from danger. Face it, living is dangerous. No matter where you are you
are surrounded with danger, and you can't really hide from danger. What you can have is the security of God, no matter what calamity or
catastrophe may befall. Your life can be hid in Christ, in God, and thus secure. And if an earthquake comes and this whole place is leveled
and I end up under the rubble of it all, the only thing that is going to end up under the rubble is this dumb old body. Me, I'll be soaring.
So, because God is my refuge and strength, I cannot fear. Though the waters of the sea roar and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with the swelling thereof (Psa 46:3).
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For there is something far more permanent than this earth and its uncertainties.
There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God (Psa 46:4),
In Ezekiel, in the description of the city of God, he speaks of the river that he saw that came out from under the throne of God. In the
book of Revelation we are told also about the river in the city of God. And on either side of the river there are these trees that bear
twelve manner of fruit. A different fruit every month. Tell me I'm not going to enjoy heaven. The leaves of the trees are for the healings
of the nations. "There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God." Now this is what those in the Old Testament were
looking for. It says that these all died in faith not having received the promise, but having seen it a far off they claimed it and they said,
"I am just a stranger and a pilgrim here, I am looking for a city which hath foundation, whose maker and builder is God." And we need
to have a light touch with this world and realize that we are just strangers and pilgrims; we are passing through. But we are looking for
a city which hath foundation, whose maker and builder is God. There is a city with a stream. The river and the streams make glad the
city of God,
the holy place of [his dwelling] the dwelling of the Most High. And God is in the midst of her (Psa 46:4-5);
The glorious city of God, and He is dwelling in the midst of that city. And I plan to be there. And if the mountains are removed and cast
into the sea, I'll be there that much sooner. I am not going to be here much longer at the best. Should we find glorious solutions for the
world problems, should we be able to solve our energy crisis, our economic crisis, our diplomatic crisis, and all of the other crisis in
which we are faced with today, I am not going to be around too much longer anyhow. I might be around twenty, twenty-five years. God
forbid thirty. But I am not looking for a utopia here. I am looking for the city of God, where God dwells in the midst of that city.
[that city] will never be moved: God shall help her, and that right early. The heathen raged (Psa 46:5-6), This is speaking of the
Tribulation period before the great establishing of Christ upon the earth. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his
voice, the earth melted. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge (Psa 46:6-7).
Here is an interesting sweep, "The Lord of hosts, the God of Jacob." It is sort of an all-inclusive sweep. "The Lord of hosts," the hosts
actually include the angelic hosts. Now we are told in the book of Revelation in chapter 5, as the angels join in to sing the chorus of the
praise unto God, the song of praise for His worthiness to take the scroll, and it says, "And a hundred million plus millions of angels
joined in singing, 'Worthy is the Lamb to receive glory and honor and dominion and authority and might and power.'" So the hosts, vast
hosts of heaven; the Lord of hosts, Jehovah of hosts is with us. And then he... that can be very... the Lord of hosts can be very remote
from me, and see, that's vast. That's universal. That's way out here. And that can be quite impersonal to me. But he brings the sweep
down and he says, "The God of Jacob is our refuge." Now in bringing the sweep down to the God of Jacob, now it's coming down to my
level. The Lord of hosts is with us, but the God of Jacob is our refuge. Jacob was not the most honorable man who ever lived. He took
advantage of his brother's hunger and weakness, and traded a pot of red porridge for the birthright. Later he disguised himself to smell
and to feel like his brother to go in and deceive his aged blind father, in order that he might steal his brother's blessing. He so incurred
the wrath of his brother that his brother found only one solace, and he said, "I am going to kill that rat, as soon as Dad dies." And he
was just comforting himself with the thought I am going to kill him. And so Jacob, knowing that his brother was out for vengeance and
blood, fled to his uncle. And there with his uncle, he began to manipulate the wealth of the family, until Jacob, actually, when he started
back home, was leaving with most of his uncle's wealth. He was cunning, he was conniving, he was deceitful. And yet, God said that he
was the God of Jacob. Now, I like that lower sweep, because in that lower sweep it includes me. If He can be the God of Jacob, He can
also be my God. Because, you see, I am not the most upright, wonderful, gracious person whoever lived. I've had my times, but I really
don't think that I have been crooked as Jacob. So the fact that God would sweep a little lower than me gives me comfort and gives me
hope. The Lord of hosts; vast, universal. The God of Jacob; down to my level.
Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth (Psa 46:8).
Now, this is talking of the Kingdom Age, going ahead. First of all, the desolations when we come back to the earth, we are going to see
the desolations on the earth that result from the Great Tribulation period. I do believe that a part of the Kingdom Age will be the
rebuilding process of the earth that has been ravaged during the Great Tribulation. "Come behold the desolations that he hath made in
the earth."
But he has made the wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and he cuts the spear in two; he burns the chariot in
the fire (Psa 46:9).
And so the glorious Kingdom Age where they will beat their swords into plow shears and their spears into pruning hooks, and they will
study war no more. The glorious thousand years of peace upon the earth as we dwell together in God's glorious kingdom. Living
together in that glorious age, where righteousness covers the earth as waters cover the sea. Oh, what a glorious anticipation we have
of that neat, neat time. Living on this earth, rejuvenated for the glorious kingdom of Christ.
Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth (Psa 46:10).
Just be still. Know that God is gonna work His purposes. The day will come; He will be exalted.
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge (Psa 46:11).
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Psalm 47:1-9 (AMP)
1 O CLAP your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph and songs of joy! 2 For the Lord Most High excites
terror, awe, and dread; He is a great King over all the earth. 3 He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 4 He chose
our inheritance for us, the glory and pride of Jacob, whom He loves. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 5 God has ascended
amid shouting, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 7 For
God is the King of all the earth; sing praises in a skillful psalm and with understanding. 8 God reigns over the nations; God sits upon
His holy throne. 9 The princes and nobles of the peoples are gathered together, a [united] people for the God of Abraham, for the
shields of the earth belong to God; He is highly exalted.
Psalm 47 is a psalm for the New Year. This psalm is read seven times before the blowing of the trumpet to announce the holy day,
the beginning of the Jewish New Year.
O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph. For the LORD most high is awesome; he is a great King
over all the earth. He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet. He shall choose our inheritance for us, the
excellency of Jacob whom he loved. God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of the trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing
praises; sing praises unto our God, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. God reigneth
over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. The princes of the people are gathered together, even the people of the
God of Abraham: for the shields of the earth belong unto God: and he is greatly exalted (Psa 47:1-9).
This, again, is looking into the glorious New Age. The Jews looked at it as their New Year. But it is a psalm really by which we will
usher in the New Age. The age in which Jesus establishes His kingdom and reigns over the earth. It is going to be a whole New Age.
And so, it is significant that they would use it for a new year, because always in a new year there is a hope of things better, a new
day dawning, and so forth. A new year dawning, new opportunities. But this is a New Age, the Kingdom Age that is dawning. And this
is the psalm that will usher in the glorious Kingdom Age, as we clap our hands and shout unto God with a voice of triumph, because
He has now established His kingdom over all of the earth and we are there with Him. He is the King over the earth, sing praises.
Psalm 48:1-14 (AMP)
1 GREAT IS the Lord, and highly to be praised in the city of our God! His holy mountain, 2 Fair and beautiful in elevation, is the joy of
all the earth—Mount Zion [the City of David], to the northern side [Mount Moriah and the temple], the [whole] city of the Great King!
3 God has made Himself known in her palaces as a Refuge (a High Tower and a Stronghold). 4 For, behold, the kings assembled, they
came onward and they passed away together. 5 They looked, they were amazed; they were stricken with terror and took to flight
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justice). 11 Let Mount Zion be glad! Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of Your [righteous] judgments! 12 Walk about Zion,
and go round about her, number her towers (her lofty and noble deeds of past days), 13 Consider well her ramparts, go through her
palaces and citadels, that you may tell the next generation [and cease recalling disappointments]. 14 For this God is our God forever
and ever; He will be our guide [even] until death.
Psalm 48:
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountains of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of
the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King (Psa 48:1-2).
This is still looking forward into the Kingdom Age, when Jesus the great King will dwell in Jerusalem. His throne will be upon Mount
Zion. So it is always so exciting to me when I go over to Jerusalem, one of my favorite places in all of Israel is Mount Zion. I love to
just stand on Mount Zion and just say, "Wow, this is the place. I wonder where on this Mount He is going to put His throne." The
glorious King is coming; He is coming soon. He's going to establish His kingdom over the whole earth, and Mount Zion will be the
place of His throne. "Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, the city of the great
King." And so the north side of the mount of Zion actually slopes down into the city of Jerusalem. And somewhere, somewhere
around there He is going to establish His throne.
God is known in her palaces for a refuge. For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. They saw it, and so they
marveled; they were troubled and hasted away. Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail. Thou breakest
the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God:
God will establish it for ever. We have thought of thy loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple. According to thy name, O
God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness. Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of
Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark well her bulwarks,
consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following. For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide
even unto death (Psa 48:3-14).
So walk about Zion, go round about her, look at the towers and all. And I do this every time I go over there. I love to just walk
around Mount Zion, and just to think ahead of God's glorious plan. Oh, what a thrill.

7
Psalm 49:1-20 (AMP)
1 HEAR THIS, all you peoples; give ear, all you inhabitants of the world, 2 Both low and high, rich and poor together: 3 My mouth shall
speak wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be understanding. 4 I will submit and consent to a parable or proverb; to the music
of a lyre I will unfold my riddle (my problem). 5 Why should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of those who would supplant
me surrounds me on every side, 6 Even of those who trust in and lean on their wealth and boast of the abundance of their riches? 7
None of them can by any means redeem [either himself or] his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him— 8 For the ransom of a life is
too costly, and [the price one can pay] can never suffice— 9 So that he should live on forever and never see the pit (the grave) and
corruption. 10 For he sees that even wise men die; the [self-confident] fool and the stupid alike perish and leave their wealth to others.
11 Their inward thought is that their houses will continue forever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands
their own [apart from God] and after their own names. 12 But man, with all his honor and pomp, does not remain; he is like the beasts
that perish. 13 This is the fate of those who are foolishly confident, yet after them men approve their sayings. Selah [pause, and calmly
think of that]! 14 Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol (the place of the dead); death shall be their shepherd. And the upright shall
have dominion over them in the morning; and their form and beauty shall be consumed, for Sheol shall be their dwelling. 15 But God
will redeem me from the power of Sheol (the place of the dead); for He will receive me. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 16 Be
not afraid when [an ungodly] one is made rich, when the wealth and glory of his house are increased; 17 For when he dies he will carry
nothing away; his glory will not descend after him. 18 Though while he lives he counts himself happy and prosperous, and though a
man gets praise when he does well [for himself], 19 He will go to the generation of his fathers, who will nevermore see the light. 20 A
man who is held in honor and understands not is like the beasts that perish.
Psalm 49;
Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: Both low and high, rich and poor, together. My mouth shall speak of
wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open dark sayings upon
the harp (Psa 49:1-4). So I am going to play my harp and accompany myself and I am going to give you some things to think about,
some dark parables. Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about? They that trust
in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give God
a ransom for him: (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) (Psa 49:5-8) Now he is gonna play on his harp
and give you some things to meditate and think upon. And first, concerning the rich people, those that have so much wealth. There are
some things that money cannot buy. "They that trust in their wealth boast themselves in the multitude of their riches, with all of their
money they cannot redeem their souls." You cannot buy salvation. "For the redemption of their soul is precious."
Now Peter probably was thinking of this psalm when he wrote, "For we are redeemed not with corruptible things such as silver and
gold from the empty life we used to live, but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ" (I Peter 1:18-19). "For the redemption of their
soul is precious," the precious blood of Jesus Christ who was slain as a lamb without spot or blemish. You can't buy it. The redemption
of a soul, man can't buy it. Now the thought of the rich man is that he should still live forever and not see corruption. For he seeth that
wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perishes, and they leave their wealth to others (Psa 49:10). Now, one thing
about the money, and of course, he says here that, Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling
places to all generations; and so they call their lands after their own names (Psa 49:11). Now, beware when people start naming
places after themselves. It is sort of an endeavor to say, "Hey, I am going to live on forever, the perpetuating of my name." And so I
have, you know, "Chuck Smith Center," and "Chuck Smith Recreation Hall," and "Chuck Smith Chapel," and "Chuck Smith University."
Oh God, help us. I am glad He gave me such a dumb, common name as Smith so there will be no movement to name anything after
Smith. It is interesting how that people look up to certain people, and the values that the world has today. The value system. This past
week I was over here in the parking lot near Sav-On drug store, and a little man was looking at me very carefully. And he came up to
me and he said, "I know you." He said, "I watch you on television." And of course, I have a lot of people that come up and say that, you
know, "I have been listening to your broadcast for years," or whatever. And so I meet a lot of people like this that come up and say,
"Oh, I have been watching your program, or whatever, and aren't you Chuck Smith?" And you know, you get that. And so I said, "Oh,
that's fine. It's a pleasure to meet you, sir." You know, what are you going to say? And so, as I turned to walk away, he says, "Goodbye,
captain!" Boy, did the air go out of my balloon. The guy is watching Love Boat on Saturday nights instead of church on Sunday morning.
We get funny ideas about ourselves. "Their inward thought is that their houses will continue forever. Their dwelling places to all
generations; they call their lands after their own names."Nevertheless man being in honor abides not: he is like the beasts that perish.
This their way is their folly: yet their posterity approve their sayings (Psa 49:12-13). "Oh, do you know what he said?" You know, and
you have a little book of quotations, "Chuck Smith said..." Oh God, deliver us. Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on
them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling.
But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall revive me (Psa 49:14-15). Now the wealthy, you know, their
bodies are going to be consumed. Their beauty is in the grave, but God is gonna revive me. Be not afraid when one is made rich, when
the glory of his house is increased; For when he dies he will carry nothing away (Psa 49:16-17): So the rich with their riches cannot
redeem their souls, nor can they take it with them. his glory shall not descend after him. Though while he lived he blessed his soul,
(and men will praise thee, when thou do well to yourself,) He shall go to the generation of his fathers; and they shall never see light.
Man that is in honor, and understands not, is like the beasts [brutish, foolish] that perish (Psa 49:17-20). Man is like the beast. That is,
a man who is not born again. For a man who is not born again is living in a body-conscious state, just like the beast. For that is what
animal life is, a body-conscious life. All the animal is thinking about is his next meal or the procreation, and just following the basic
body instincts. And man without God, without the spirit being made alive, is just like a beast. And like a beast, he will perish. But those
who have been born again by the Spirit of Christ, who live and believe in Jesus Christ, Jesus said, "He that liveth and believeth in Me
shall never die" (John 11:26). God will revive my soul. I'll be dwelling with Him.
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Morning

"The glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams."
Isaiah 33:21

Broad rivers and streams produce fertility, and abundance in the land. Places near broad rivers are remarkable for the variety of their
plants and their plentiful harvests. God is all this to his Church. Having God she has abundance. What can she ask for that he will not
give her? What want can she mention which he will not supply? "In this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts make unto all people a feast
of fat things." Want ye the bread of life? It drops like manna from the sky. Want ye refreshing streams? The rock follows you, and that
Rock is Christ. If you suffer any want it is your own fault; if you are straitened you are not straitened in him, but in your own bowels.
Broad rivers and streams also point to commerce. Our glorious Lord is to us a place of heavenly merchandise. Through our Redeemer
we have commerce with the past; the wealth of Calvary, the treasures of the covenant, the riches of the ancient days of election, the
stores of eternity, all come to us down the broad stream of our gracious Lord. We have commerce, too, with the future. What galleys,
laden to the water's edge, come to us from the millennium! What visions we have of the days of heaven upon earth! Through our
glorious Lord we have commerce with angels; communion with the bright spirits washed in blood, who sing before the throne; nay,
better still, we have fellowship with the Infinite One. Broad rivers and streams are specially intended to set forth the idea of security.
Rivers were of old a defence. Oh! beloved, what a defence is God to his Church! The devil cannot cross this broad river of God. How he
wishes he could turn the current, but fear not, for God abideth immutably the same. Satan may worry, but he cannot destroy us; no
galley with oars shall invade our river, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby.

Evening

"Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want
as an armed man."
Proverbs 24:33-34

The worst of sluggards only ask for a little slumber; they would be indignant if they were accused of thorough idleness. A little folding
of the hands to sleep is all they crave, and they have a crowd of reasons to show that this indulgence is a very proper one. Yet by these
littles the day ebbs out, and the time for labour is all gone, and the field is grown over with thorns. It is by little procrastinations that
men ruin their souls. They have no intention to delay for years--a few months will bring the more convenient season--to-morrow if you
will, they will attend to serious things; but the present hour is so occupied and altogether so unsuitable, that they beg to be excused.
Like sands from an hour-glass, time passes, life is wasted by driblets, and seasons of grace lost by little slumbers. Oh, to be wise, to
catch the flying hour, to use the moments on the wing! May the Lord teach us this sacred wisdom, for otherwise a poverty of the worst
sort awaits us, eternal poverty which shall want even a drop of water, and beg for it in vain. Like a traveller steadily pursuing his
journey, poverty overtakes the slothful, and ruin overthrows the undecided: each hour brings the dreaded pursuer nearer; he pauses
not by the way, for he is on his master's business and must not tarry. As an armed man enters with authority and power, so shall want
come to the idle, and death to the impenitent, and there will be no escape. O that men were wise be-times, and would seek diligently
unto the Lord Jesus, or ere the solemn day shall dawn when it will be too late to plough and to sow, too late to repent and believe. In
harvest, it is vain to lament that the seed time was neglected. As yet, faith and holy decision are timely. May we obtain them this night.
Charles Spurgeon…..
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