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Prayer

Worship Music

Lord, I ask You to give me the boldness I need to present the Gospel to my friends and family members who
are unsaved. I know that if they don't receive Jesus, they will be lost in sin and caught in the delusion that is
coming upon the world in the days to come. I don't want to stand before You knowing that they are lost
because I was too afraid to open my mouth and tell them of Your saving blood. Holy Spirit, please give me the
boldness I need and the right words to speak to those who are near and dear to my heart. When I stand
before You, I want to be assured in my heart that I did everything I could to rescue those who are lost and
perishing. Please help me to do this and to start today, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Sparkling Gems from the Greek.

Trading My SorrowsDarrell Evans

Scripture

Genesis 22

Genesis 22:1-24 (AMP)

1 AFTER THESE events, God tested and proved Abraham and said to him, Abraham! And he said, Here I am. 2
[God] said, Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah; and offer
him there as a burnt offering upon one of the mountains of which I will tell you. 3 So Abraham rose early in
the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; and he split the
wood for the burnt offering, and then began the trip to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 And Abraham said to his servants, Settle down
and stay here with the donkey, and I and the young man will go yonder and worship and come again to you.
6 Then Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on [the shoulders of] Isaac his son, and he
took the fire (the firepot) in his own hand, and a knife; and the two of them went on together. 7 And Isaac
said to Abraham, My father! And he said, Here I am, my son. [Isaac] said, See, here are the fire and the wood,
but where is the lamb for the burnt sacrifice? 8 Abraham said, My son, God Himself will provide a lamb for the
burnt offering. So the two went on together. 9 When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built an altar there; then he laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar
on the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand and took hold of the knife to slay his son. 11 But the
Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, Abraham, Abraham! He answered, Here I am. 12 And
He said, Do not lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear and revere God,
since you have not held back from Me or begrudged giving Me your son, your only son. 13 Then Abraham
looked up and glanced around, and behold, behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up for a burnt offering and an ascending sacrifice instead of
his son! 14 So Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide. And it is said to this day, On the
mount of the Lord it will be provided. 15 The Angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time
16 And said, I have sworn by Myself, says the Lord, that since you have done this and have not withheld
[from Me] or begrudged [giving Me] your son, your only son, 17 In blessing I will bless you and in multiplying
I will multiply your descendants like the stars of the heavens and like the sand on the seashore. And your
Seed (Heir) will possess the gate of His enemies, 18 And in your Seed [Christ] shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed and [by Him] bless themselves, because you have heard and obeyed My voice. 19 So
Abraham returned to his servants, and they rose up and went with him to Beersheba; there Abraham lived. 20
Now after these things, it was told Abraham, Milcah has also borne children to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz the
firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel. 23
Bethuel became the father of Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 And his
concubine, whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

Lord Prepare Me To Be
A SanctuaryRandy Rothwell
Take My LifeScott Underwood
Alpha & Omega-Israel &
New Breed
I Am Not ForgottenIsrael & New Breed

Radio Stations
KWVE ...Calvary Chapel
KLOV

Bible Study Sites
Chuck Smith
Through The Bible
Bob Coy/Teachings
Mike MacIntosh
Jon Courson
Biblos.com
Billy Graham
Charles Stanley
David Wilkerson
Greg Laurie
Virtue for WomenCathe Laurie

Thought For The Day

Page 2

Genesis 22. Abraham Offers Isaac
It was a test of Abraham's faith. Note that God did not “tempt” him. God does not tempt ( James 1:13 ), but rather tests us to confirm
our faith ( Exodus 20:20 ) or prove our commitment to Him ( Deuteronomy 8:2 ). Satan, on the other hand, tempts us ( 1 Corinthians
7:5 ) in an attempt to make us fall and to pull us away from the will of God in our lives.
God had promised that Isaac would be the father of nations ( 17:16 ). Yet, here God commands that Isaac be killed before he had any
children. Abraham had faith that God would provide an alternate sacrifice or bring Isaac back to life ( Hebrews 11:19 ). We do not
know how God made the command known to Abraham, but that it was the voice of God Abraham could not have doubted, for he
certainly would not have set out to perform a task so cruel and revolting without being certain that God had commanded it. The idea
originated with God, not with Abraham.
The offering of Isaac was a foreshadowing of the death of Christ. A father offering his only son (Isaac was the “only son” of the
promise, 21:12 ). The son dead for three days (in Abraham's mind, 22:4 ). A substitution. An actual sacrifice. And this took place on
Mount Moriah, the very same place where 2000 years later God's own Son was offered. Thus it was a foreshadowing, here at the birth
of the Hebrew nation, of the grand event the nation was born to bring about.
Moriah :… Although the exact location of Abraham's attempt to sacrifice Isaac is not known, v. 2 says it was in “the region of
Moriah.” The writer of Chronicles ( 2 Chronicles 3:1 ) indicates that it was at, or near, that same site where Solomon later built the
first temple. Today a Moslem shrine, the Dome of the Rock, erected in a.d. 691, stands over the highest piece of bedrock in the area.
It preserves the above traditions as well as the Moslem tradition that this is the spot from which Muhammed made his night journey
to heaven.(Halley’s Bible Handbook; Henry Halley; 2000; Zondervan; Bible History & Commentaries; pages 116-117)
The Fellowship Of His Suffering; God’s fellowship with Abraham was progressive. Each new revelation of Himself led Abraham to a
deeper knowledge of the heart of God. First appearance: fellowship of the discontent of God with the worldly society (Genesis 12:1).
Second appearance: fellowship with the plans and methods of God (Genesis 13:14-18). Third appearance: fellowship with the
patience of God (Genesis 15: 1-11). Fourth appearance: fellowship of the hope of God (Genesis 15:12-21). Fifth appearance:
fellowship of the sufficiency of God (Genesis 17). Sixth appearance: fellowship with the justice of God (Genesis 18:23-33). Seventh
appearance: fellowship of His suffering (Genesis 22). V1 “Test” is a better word than “tempt” to describe the experience God planned
for Abraham. V2 This verse compares to John 3:16 where God the Father sacrificed His beloved Son. Calvary is located right on the
crest of Mount Moriah. VV 3-10 Repetition of the word “and” denotes consistent, deliberate action. V5 The plural verb was used when
Abraham said, “I and the lad will go yonder and worship and [we will] come again to you.” V6 Isaac had to carry the wood for the
sacrifice even as Christ had to carry the cross. V8 Abraham prophesies, “ My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering
[sacrifice].” VV 8-10 Hebrews 11:17-19 Abraham had the promise of God that his descendants would come through Isaac (Genesis
21:12). And since Isaac had no children when God asked for the sacrifice, Abraham knew that, if necessary, God would raise Isaac
from the dead. Like Christ, Isaac was a willing sacrifice, for he was about 30 years old and could easily have overpowered his aged
father. V 14 “Jehovah-jireh” means God sees, God provides. “In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen” was a prophecy of the sacrifice
of Jesus by the Father on the same mount. VV 16-18 When Abraham gave his best to God, God rewarded him doubly. Abraham was
allowed to enter into a deep, intimate fellowship with God in suffering over the sacrifice of a beloved only son.
(Old Testament Study Guide; The Word For Today; 2005; Chuck Smith; commentaries; pages 14-15)
The Appearance of the Antichrist; 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4
From my early childhood, I heard about the antichrist. In the many years that I've been Christian, I've heard people speculate that
this person or that person could potentially be the antichrist. However, although these individuals may have been forerunners to the
antichrist, none of them turned out to be the long-anticipated Man of Lawlessness described in the Scriptures.The Bible teaches us
that at some point in the future, an evil ruler called the antichrist is going to step onto the platform of the world stage and take the
leading role for a short time in the affairs of mankind. Many predecessors of the antichrist have already come and gone, but according
to this scripture in Second Thessalonians 2, the real antichrist is still yet to be revealed in the last times.
Paul tells us about the supernatural appearance of the antichrist when he writes about the last days in Second Thessalonians 2:3, 4.
Paul writes, "Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." Paul says that before the antichrist can be revealed, first
there must be a "falling away" that takes place in the world. The phrase "falling away" is taken from the Greek word apostasia, which
describes a falling away or a revolt. The writer Plutarch used this word to describe a political revolt. In First Maccabees 2:15, the word
apostasia is used to picture people who are turning away from the Lord. This word also occurs in the Septuagint version of Joshua
2:22, where it conveys the idea of rebellion against God. Thus, the word apostasia is a word that denotes rebellion, mutiny, and
defiance. Before the antichrist can be welcomed with wide-open arms by the world, a change in society's mentality must first take
place. Paul uses this word to predict a rebellion or mutiny against God that will occur in the last days. The text does not imply that
this mutiny will occur within the Church; rather, it seems to point to a change in society's attitude toward God. Paul is describing a
time when society's attitude toward God and holy things will become mutinous. Once this anti-God and anti-godliness mentality
pervades society, the world will be primed and prepared to receive this man whom Paul calls "that man of sin." The Greek word used
here for "sin" is the word anomia. Translating the word anomia as "sin" is unfortunate, for the word anomia actually means without
law and carries the idea of a lawless attitude. It has a definite article in Greek, which tells us emphatically that this individual is not
just any person with a lawless attitude; rather, this is a reference to the man of lawlessness or the antichrist
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when he suddenly emerges on the world scene, it will be as if a stage curtain has been pulled out of the way so that he can make his
grand appearance. Paul calls this wicked leader "the son of perdition." The word "perdition" is from the Greek word apoleia, which
speaks of something that is doomed, rotten, ruinous, or decaying. Although this world leader may boast that he will lead the world to
a higher and better day, what he will actually bring to the world is doom, destruction, ruin, rot, and decay. No redeeming value can be
found in anything produced by the antichrist's rule. In the Greek text, Paul uses a definite article, loudly signaling that this evil world
ruler is in a category like none other before him. He is not simply another evil person. He is THE Son of Doom and Destruction. Next,
Paul tells us that this wicked world leader will be one "who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." The Greek word for "opposeth" is
antikeimai, which means opposed to or against everything that is established. There is no doubt that this is a clear reference to the
antichrist.
The word "antichrist" means against Christ. Thus, the Greek word used in this verse tells us that this evil leader will be against
everything having to do with God. It is important to note that the Greek grammar used in this verse paints the picture of a continual,
unending, and perpetual resistance against the things of God. This is not just a one-time resistance against the things of God; rather,
this poisonous quality will be deeply ingrained in the character of the antichrist. Everything in this evil ruler will be opposed to God
and all that He represents. Paul also warns that the antichrist "... exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped...." The word "exalteth" is the Greek word huperairo, which means to exceedingly exalt oneself" or to be exalted highly.
In this case, it is the idea of someone being exalted too highly. According to Paul, the antichrist will go to all lengths to exceedingly
exalt himself in the eyes of the world. As we continue to study this verse, we discover that this wicked ruler will even attempt to sit in
God's rightful place in the temple and elevate himself higher than God Himself! Paul says that the antichrist will oppose and exalt
himself above all "that is worshipped." The word for "worship" is the Greek word sebasma, which refers to anything that can be
worshiped, including God. Here we see that the antichrist will attempt to stop the practice of worshiping God and demand that he
become the primary focus of human attention and worship. Then Paul prophesies that the antichrist will sit in the very place of God in
the temple. The word "temple" is the Greek word naos. It is sometimes used to refer to the innermost part of the temple and may be
interpreted as the Holy of Holies. On the basis of this verse, many scholars assert that the antichrist will enter a rebuilt temple in
Jerusalem, where he will go into the Holy of Holies and decree himself to be God incarnate. Wasn't this exactly what Lucifer
attempted to do when he declared that he would exalt himself above the very throne of God? Isaiah tells us of Lucifer in Isaiah 14:13,
14: "For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High."
Following the long-held desire of Satan, the antichrist will again attempt to take the very place of God in the temple. Paul tells us that
the antichrist will commit the ultimate offense of "... shewing himself that he is God." The Greek word for "shew" is the word
apodeiknumi, which actually means to vividly portray; to point out; to illustrate; to show off; or to make a vivid presentation. This is
the picture of the antichrist using all possible means to demonstrate that he holds a rank that is even higher than God Himself.
In Second Thessalonians 2:9, Paul warns that the antichrist will even employ supernatural signs and wonders to try to prove that he
is God. He says, "Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders."The words "with
all" are from the Greek words en pase, which emphatically declares that the antichrist will come with all power—implying that he will
make his grand appearance with all kinds of power and supernatural displays. The Greek word for "power" is dunamis, which
describes something that is explosive or dynamic. It is where we get the word dynamite. This means that when the antichrist
appears, he will come with all kinds of powers that are truly extraordinary in the opinion of the lost world. The Greek word for "sign"
is semeion. This word denotes an act that points the viewer in a certain direction or an action performed to prove a point. It also
means a beacon, a signal, or a sign. Just as a sign on the road gives directions to a driver, these supernatural feats are intended to
point the attention and focus of the world to the antichrist. The word "wonder" is the Greek word teras, and it is often translated
miracles. This refers to something that causes people to marvel or to be amazed. The same word is used in Matthew 24:24, where
Jesus warns that false prophets will perform wonders in the last days to deceive and to draw people away after themselves. Here it is
used to say that when Satan finally has the opportunity to introduce his antichrist to the world, the evil ruler will energetically
attempt to take the very place of God—even using lying signs and wonders to show that he is God.
When you put all these Greek words together, you discover that Paul's words in Second Thessalonians 2:3, 4, 9 could be interpreted:
"In light of these things, I urge you to refuse to allow anyone to take advantage of you. For example, you won't need a letter to tell
you when the day of the Lord has come. You ought to know by now that this day can't come until first a worldwide insurgency,
rebellion, riot, and mutiny against God has come about in society.
"Once that occurs, the world will then be primed, prepared, and ready to embrace the Man of Lawlessness, the one who hates law and
has rebellion running in his blood. This is the long-awaited and predicted Son of Doom and Destruction, the one who brings rot and
ruin to everything he touches. When the time is just right, he will finally come out of hiding and go public!

"Do you understand whom I am talking about? I'm describing that person who will be so against God and everything connected
with the worship of God that, if you can imagine it, he will even try to put himself on a pedestal above God Himself—sitting in
God's rightful place in the temple and publicly proclaiming himself to be God!
"This evil one will be energized by Satan himself as he makes his arrival known to the world with all kinds of dynamic
supernatural powers—powers that are truly extraordinary. These lying signs and wonders and supernatural feats have only one
purpose: They are designed to draw attention to the Lawless One and to make the world stand in awe of him."
Any Christian who is sensitive to the Spirit of God is keenly aware that we are living in a time when society's attitude toward God
is radically changing. The world is being primed and prepared to throw open its arms and receive this world ruler who will oppose
God and bring rot, ruin, and destruction to mankind. Unfortunately, the lost world doesn't realize that it is being slowly seduced
and trained for this moment the devil has long awaited.
As believers, we have no need to be afraid, for none of this will affect those who know Jesus Christ. However, it will affect those
who are lost and without God. They will fall under the supernatural hypnotism of this devil-anointed leader. And if they don't
come to know Jesus Christ before all of this occurs, they will be ensnared in the trap that the entire world is about to fall into in
the days to come.
Please realize what a critical time you are living in right now. Jesus is coming quickly. Those who know Him will escape many of
these trials and temptations, but those who don't know Him will be caught in the delusion and devastation. It's good to rejoice
that you will escape, but what about those you love? What are you going to do to ensure that they escape the evil days that are
coming upon the earth?
In light of this clear teaching of Scripture, don't you think it's time for you to reach out to your unsaved friends and family
members and speak to them about the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ? Ask the Holy Spirit to give you an opportunity to speak
to them; then let Him fill your mouth with the right words as you earnestly plead with them to make Jesus Christ the Lord of
their lives.
Do you have unsaved friends or relatives who need to know the Lord before all these terrible events begin to unfold on the world
stage? Who are these loved ones? Do you regularly pray for their salvation?
How long has it been since you have personally presented the Gospel to those loved ones who are still unsaved? Is the Holy Spirit
tugging at your heart, trying to prompt you to share Christ with them at this time?
Have you asked the Holy Spirit to give you an opportunity to present the Gospel to your friends and loved ones? When the Holy
Spirit gave you an opportunity in the past, did you take advantage of it, or did you let it pass you by? If you let it pass you by,
why don't you ask the Holy Spirit to give you another opportunity to present Jesus to those whom you love?
Sparkling Gems from the Greek.

(Word 9 Bible Software: Bible Software, multiple translations, dictionary, atlas, sermons of the past saints, concordance, 2005)
(The Everyday Life Bible; Amplified, 2005, Joyce Meyers, Scripture, Commentaries, page 37-38)

