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Lord, I thank You for holding back the evil forces that want to manifest in the world today. It's hard to
imagine what the world would be like if Your Spirit no longer suppressed the evil in the hearts of men. I
thank You for working in the world today, and I thank You for giving my friends, family, associates, and
acquaintances one last chance to come to You. Please help me recognize divinely appointed moments when I
can present the Gospel to those who are near me. And I ask You to help me formulate my words so they can
understand what I am communicating to them. Holy Spirit, as I speak to people, I ask You to do the work of
conviction in their hearts so they will have a desire to believe and to repent, in Jesus’ name. Amen…..
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1 NOW WHEN David and his men came home to Ziklag on the third day, they found that the Amalekites had made a raid on the South
(the Negeb) and on Ziklag, and had struck Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 And had taken the women and all who were there, both
great and small, captive. They killed no one, but carried them off and went on their way. 3 So David and his men came to the town,
and behold, it was burned, and their wives and sons and daughters were taken captive. 4 Then David and the men with him lifted up
their voices and wept until they had no more strength to weep. 5 David's two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess and Abigail, the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. 6 David was greatly distressed, for the men spoke of stoning him because
the souls of them all were bitterly grieved, each man for his sons and daughters. But David encouraged and strengthened himself in
the Lord his God. 7 David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, I pray you, bring me the ephod. And Abiathar brought him the
ephod. 8 And David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them? The Lord answered him, Pursue, for
you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all. 9 So David went, he and the 600 men with him, and came to the brook
Besor; there those remained who were left behind. 10 But David pursued, he and 400 men, for 200 stayed behind who were too
exhausted and faint to cross the brook Besor. 11 They found an Egyptian in the field and brought him to David, and gave him bread
and he ate, and water to drink, 12 And a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins; and when he had eaten, his spirit returned
to him, for he had eaten no food or drunk any water for three days and three nights. 13 And David said to him, To whom do you
belong? And from where have you come? He said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite; and my master left me
because three days ago I fell sick. 14 We had made a raid on the South (Negeb) of the Cherethites and upon that which belongs to
Judah and upon the South (Negeb) of Caleb. And we burned Ziklag with fire. 15 And David said to him, Can you take me down to this
band? And he said, Swear to me by God that you will neither kill me nor deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will bring you
down to this band. 16 And when he had brought David down, behold, the raiders were spread abroad over all the land, eating and
drinking and dancing because of all the great spoil they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. 17 And
David smote them from twilight even to the evening of the next day, and not a man of them escaped, except 400 youths who rode
camels and fled. 18 David recovered all that the Amalekites had taken and rescued his two wives. 19 Nothing was missing, small or
great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything that had been taken; David recovered all. 20 Also David captured all the flocks and herds
[which the enemy had], and the people drove those animals before him and said, This is David's spoil. 21 And David came to the 200
men who were so exhausted and faint that they could not follow [him] and had been left at the brook Besor [with the baggage]. They
came to meet David and those with him, and when he came near to the men, he saluted them. 22 Then all the wicked and base men
who went with David said, Because they did not go with us, we will give them nothing of the spoil we have recovered, except that
every man may lead away his wife and children and depart. 23 David said, You shall not do so, my brethren, with what the Lord has
given us. He has preserved us and has delivered into our hands the troop that came against us. 24 Who would listen to you in this
matter? For as is the share of him who goes into the battle, so shall his share be who stays by the baggage. They shall share alike. 25
And from that day to this he made it a statute and ordinance for Israel. 26 When David came to Ziklag, he sent part of the spoil to the
elders of Judah, his friends, saying, Here is a gift for you of the spoil of the enemies of the Lord: 27 For those in Bethel, Ramoth of the
Negeb, Jattir, 28 Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa, 29 Racal, the cities of the Jerahmeelites, the cities of the Kenites, 30 Hormah, Borashan, Athach, 31 Hebron, and for those in all the places David and his men had habitually haunted.
Chapter 30
And when they got back to Ziklag they found that the Amalekites had invaded the land (1Sa 30:1);
Now here's something quite interesting. The Amalekites were the ones that God ordered utterly exterminated by Saul. But Saul failed
to utterly exterminate them. He disobeyed the commandment of God, so he lied and said, "I've done all that the Lord told me to do."
That was a lie. He did not utterly exterminate the Amalekites. We have pointed out in the past that the Amalekites in the scripture are
a type of the flesh, the flesh life.
Now what's God's verdict for your flesh? God doesn't say, "Now reform your flesh." God doesn't say, "Bring your flesh under control."
God said, "Kill it, crucify it." "If we by the Spirit, do mortify, or put to death, the flesh, we shall live" (Romans 8:13). Know ye not that
your old man, your flesh was crucified with Christ, and God has only one verdict for your old flesh, and that is crucify it, utterly destroy
it, give no place for your flesh to fulfill the lusts. Even as God ordered utter extermination of the Amalekites, a type of the flesh, so He
orders the utter destruction of our flesh.
Now failure to do so is only going to lead to further problems. Had Saul utterly destroyed the Amalekites, obeyed the voice of God,
then they would not have been able to invade Ziklag and take David's wives, and all of the spoil with them.
Interestingly enough, next week in our study, as we get into second Samuel, we're gonna find that an Amalekite came to David and
said, "I was passing through Mount Gilboa, and I saw Saul and he was fallen on his spear, and he lifted himself up and asked me to kill
him, and I came over and killed him." Saul who was ordered to utterly wipe out the Amalekites, and failed to do so, was ultimately
killed by an Amalekite. You leave a part of your flesh, you know the liberty, and say, "Well, that's just a part of the flesh I want to hold
on to that," it'll ultimately destroy you.
So the Amalekites made an invasion of the land. They took the city of Ziklag. Of course, all the men were off to war in several other
cities.
David and his men came to the city, and they found that it was burned with fire; their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were
gone. And David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and they began to cry, until they had [no voice left] no more
power to weep. David's two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail were taken. And David was greatly distressed; and the people were talking
about stoning him (1Sa 30:3-6),
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Now you remember David had a rough crew. Everyone who was in debt, everyone who was in trouble, everyone who was fleeing from
the law, they all came down to David. He didn't have really a choice kind of an army. He had every renegade and outlaw in the land,
that fled to David. So here, when they come back and find that the area had been taken, they're gonna stone David. "So David was
greatly distressed; for the men were speaking of stoning him,"
because all of the people were so grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the Lord (1Sa
30:6).
Sometimes that's the only place you can get encouragement. Things are so bad that the only place you can find encouragement is in
the Lord. David encouraged himself in the Lord, and that is a marvelous practice, something that we ought to be doing more ourselves,
is encouraging ourselves in the Lord.
Now how did he encourage himself in the Lord? Read the forty-fifth Psalm, I think, "Why art thou cast down O my soul? Why art thou
disquieted within me? Hope thou in God? He's gonna yet deliver you." You know he sort of talks to himself. We need to talk, "Why am I
so discouraged? Why am I so despondent? Why am I so cast down? What's the matter with you, soul? What's your problem? Don't you
hope in God? He's gonna yet deliver you. You know you don't need to be discouraged, God's still on the throne." We need to just sort of
encourage ourselves in the Lord. God is on the throne, God is in control, God is in control even of this situation, and God is going to
work, He's not going to let you down. He just encouraged himself in the Lord. A marvelous practice, and one that we all need to learn,
because we're all gonna face tough situations, discouraging situations where we need to be lifted up, and the only place to find that is
by turning to the Lord and realizing "Hey, it's not out of God's hands, He's still in control, He's still on the throne, He's gonna work
these things out, and Oh thank You Lord." You get strength, you get courage as you look to the Lord and begin to get things in balance,
and in the proper perspective.
And so David said to Abiathar the priest, Bring me the ephod. And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. And David inquired of the Lord,
saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them? And the Lord answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them,
and without fail you'll recover everything. So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and they came to the brook
Besor, where those that were left behind stayed. But David pursued, he and four hundred men: for two hundred stayed back, they were
so faint they could not get over the brook. And they found an Egyptian in the field, they brought him to David, and David gave him
bread; and gave him water. They gave him a cake of figs, and two clusters of raisins: and when he had eaten these, his spirit revived:
for he had not eaten any bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and three nights. And David said unto him, To whom do you
belong? where are you from? And he said, I'm a young man of Egypt, and I'm a servant to an Amalekite; and my master left me,
because three days ago I fell sick. And we made an invasion upon the south of the Cherethites, and upon the coast which belongs to
Judah, and upon the south of Caleb; we burned Ziklag with fire. And David said, Can you bring me down to this company? And he said,
If you'll swear to me by God, that you'll neither kill me, nor deliver me to the hands of my master, I will bring you down to this
company. And so when they had brought him down, behold, they were spread abroad in all the earth, [the Amalekites,] they were
eating, they were drinking, they were dancing, because of the great spoil that they had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and out
of the land of Judah (1Sa 30:7-16).
They took advantage of the fact that the Philistines and Judah had all gone up to have this big battle. So they came in, women and
children left, just were able to wipe out these towns, take the spoil and so forth.
So David smote them from twilight even to the evening of the next day: and there escaped not a man, except for four hundred guys
that got on camels, and rode off. And David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away: and David rescued his two wives. And
there was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, nor sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they had taken to
them: David recovered all. And David took all the flocks and the herds, which they had driven before them, and said, This is David's
spoil. And David came to the two hundred men, which were so faint they could not follow David, whom they stayed back at the brook
of Besor: and they went and they came forth to meet David, and the people that were with him: and David came near to the people,
and greeted them. And then answered all the wicked men the man of Belial, those that went with David, and they said, Because they
didn't go with us, we're not gonna give them anything from the spoil that we have recovered, except we'll give every man his wife and
children back. And David said, You shall not do so, my brothers, with that which the Lord has given to us, who has preserved us, and
delivered the company that came against us into our hand. For who will hearken unto you in this matter? but as his part is that goeth
down to battle, so shall his part be that tarries by the stuff: they shall part alike. And so it was from that day on, that he made a statute
and an ordinance in Israel unto this day (1Sa 30:17-25).
That is, "Those who stay back by the stuff share equally in the spoil with those that go forth into the battle." Now this I believe also is a
rule of God today say in the area of missions. You know "if a missionary is out there, how can he go, the Bible says, except he be sent?"
So as we send and support missionaries, staying here by the stuff, so to speak, we share equally in the rewards, and the fruit of their
ministries. God's law, an ordinance, a statute. They that stay by the stuff share equally in the reward with those that go into the battle.
So when David came to Ziklag, he sent the spoil to the elders of Judah, [the many cities. I like this verse thirty-one.] To those that were
in Hebron, and to all the place where David himself and his men were wont to haunt (1Sa 30:26- 31).
So in all these areas where David and his men were going around, he sent a lot of the spoils to various cities, and to the people in those
cities.
( Through The Bible; C2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Commentaries; 1979 – 1986)

Thought For The day

Page 4

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
BY THE:

DWIGHT L. MOODY

Reformatted by Katie Stewart
The Ten Commandments:

The First Commandment

I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods
before Me.
MY FRIEND, are you ready to be weighed against this commandment? Have you fulfilled, or are you willing to fulfill, all the requirements
of this law? Put it into one of the scales, and step into the other. Is your heart set upon God alone? Have you no other God? Do you love
Him above father or mother, the wife of your bosom, your children, home or land, wealth or pleasure?
If men were true to this commandment, obedience to the remaining nine would follow naturally. It is because they are unsound in this
that they break the others.
FEELING AFTER GOD
Philosophers are agreed that even the most primitive races of mankind reach out beyond the world of matter to a superior Being. It is as
natural for man to feel after God as it is for the ivy to feel after a support. Hunger and thirst drive man to seek for food, and there is a
hunger of the soul that needs satisfying, too. Man does not need to be commanded to worship, as there is not a race so high or so low in
the scale of civilization but has some kind of god. What he needs is to be directed aright.
This is what the first commandment is for. Before we can worship intelligently, we must know what or whom to worship. God does not
leave us in ignorance. When Paul went to Athens, he found an altar dedicated to "The Unknown God," and he proceeded to tell of Him
whom we worship. When God gave the commandments to Moses, He commenced with a declaration of His own character, and demanded
exclusive recognition.
"I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods
before Me." (Exodus 20:2-3)
Dr. Dale says these words have great significance. The Jews
"knew Jehovah as the God who had held back the waves like a wall while they fled across the sea to escape the vengeance of their
enemies; they knew Him as the God who had sent thunder, and lightning, and hail, plagues on cattle, and plagues on men, to punish the
Egyptians and to compel them to let the children of Israel go; they knew Him as the God whose angel had slain the firstborn of their
oppressors, and filled the land from end to end with death, and agony, and terror. He was the same God, so Moses and Aaron told them,
who by visions and voices, in promises and precepts, had revealed Himself long before to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We learn what men
are from what they say and from what they do. A biography of Luther gives us a more vivid and trustworthy knowledge of the man than
the most philosophical essay on his character and creed. The story of his imprisonment and of his journey to Worms, his Letters, his
Sermons, and his Table Talk, are worth more than the most elaborate speculations about him. The Jews learned what God is, not from
theological dissertations on the Divine attributes, but from the facts of a Divine history. They knew Him for themselves in His own acts
and in His own words."
Someone asked an Arab: "How do you know that there is a God?" "How do I know whether a man or a camel passed my tent last night?"
he replied. God's footprints in nature and in our own experience are the best evidence of His existence and character.
ISRAELITES EXPOSED TO DANGER
Remember to whom this commandment was given, and we shall see further how necessary it was. The forefathers of the Israelites had
worshiped idols, not many generations back. They had recently been delivered out of Egypt, a land of many gods. The Egyptians
worshiped the sun, the moon, insects, animals, etc. The ten plagues were undoubtedly meant by God to bring confusion upon many of
their sacred objects. The children of Israel were going up to take possession of a land that was inhabited by heathen, who also worshiped
idols. There was therefore great need of such a commandment as this. There could be no right relationship between God and man in those
days any more than today, until man understood that he must recognize God alone, and not offer Him a divided heart.
If He created us, He certainly ought to have our homage. Is it not right that He should have the first and only place in our affections?
NO COMPROMISE:
This is one matter in which no toleration can be shown. Religious liberty is a good thing, within certain limits. But it
is one thing to show toleration to those who agree on essentials, and another, to those who differ on fundamental beliefs. They were
willing to admit any god to the Roman Pantheon. One reason the early Christians were persecuted was that they would not accept a place
for Jesus Christ there. Napoleon is said to have entertained the idea of having separate temples in Paris for every known religion, so that
every stranger should have a place of worship when attracted toward that city. Such plans are directly opposed to the Divine One. God
sounded no uncertain note in this commandment. It is plain, unmistakable, uncompromising.
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We may learn a lesson from the way a farmer deals with the little shoots that spring up around the trunk of an apple tree. They look
promising, and one who has not learned better might welcome their growth. But the farmer knows that they will draw the life-sap from
the main tree, injuring its prospects so that it will produce inferior fruit. He therefore takes his axe and his hoe, and cuts away these
suckers. The tree then gives a more plentiful and finer crop.
GOD'S PRUNING-KNIFE
"Thou shalt not" is the pruning-knife that God uses. From beginning to end, the Bible calls for wholehearted allegiance to Him. There is to
be no compromise with other gods.
It took long years for God to impress this lesson upon the Israelites. He called them to be a chosen nation. He made them a peculiar
people. But you will notice in Bible history that they turned away from Him continually, and were punished with plague, pestilence, war,
and famine. Their sin was not that they renounced God altogether, but that they wanted to worship other gods beside Him. Take the case
of Solomon as an example of the whole nation. He married heathen wives who turned away his heart after other gods, and built high
places for their idols, and lent countenance to their worship. That was the history of frequent turnings of the whole nation away from
God, until finally He sent them into captivity in Babylon and kept them there for seventy years. Since then the Jews have never turned to
other gods.
Hasn't the church to contend with the same difficulty today? There are very few who in their hearts do not believe in God, but what they
will not do is give Him exclusive right of way. Missionaries tell us that they could easily get converts if they did not require them to be
baptized, thus publicly renouncing their idols. Many a person in our land would become a Christian if the gate was not so strait.
Christianity is too strict for them. They are not ready to promise full allegiance to God alone. Many a professing Christian is a stumbling
block because his worship is divided. On Sunday he worships God; on weekdays God has little or no place in his thoughts.
FALSE GODS IN AMERICA TODAY
YOU don't have to go to heathen lands today to find false gods. America is full of them. Whatever you make most of is your god.
Whatever you love more than God is your idol. Many a man's heart is like some Kafirs' huts, so full of idols that there is hardly room to
turn around. Rich and poor, learned and unlearned, all classes of men and women are guilty of this sin.
"The mean man boweth down, and the great man humbleth himself." (Isaiah 2:9)
A man may make a god of himself, of a child, of a mother, of some precious gift that God has bestowed upon him. He may forget the
Giver and let his heart go out in adoration toward the gift.
Many make a god of pleasure; that is what their hearts are set on. If some old Greek or Roman came to life again and saw man in a
drunken debauch, would he believe that the worship of Bacchus had died out? If he saw the streets of our large cities filled with harlots,
would he believe that the worship of Venus had ceased?
Others take fashion as their god. They give their time and thought to dress. They fear what others will think of them. Do not let us flatter
ourselves that all idolaters are in heathen countries.
With many it is the god of money. We haven't got through worshiping the golden calf yet. If a man will sell his principles for gold, isn't he
making it a god? If he trusts in his wealth to keep him from want and to supply his needs, are not riches his god? Many a man says, "Give
me money, and I will give you heaven. What care I for all the glories and treasures of heaven? Give me treasures here! I don't care for
heaven! I want to be a successful businessman." How true are the words of Job:
"If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and
because mine hand had gotten much; If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness; And my heart hath been
secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should have denied the
God that is above." (Job 31: 24-28)
But all false gods are not as gross as these. There is the atheist. He says that he does not believe in God; he denies His existence, but he
can't help setting up some other god in His place. Voltaire said, "If there were no God, it would be necessary to invent one." So the
atheist speaks of the Great Unknown, the First Cause, the Infinite Mind, etc. Then there is the deist. He is a man who believes in one God
who caused all things; but he doesn't believe in revelation. He only accepts such truths as can be discovered by reason. He doesn't
believe in Jesus Christ, or in the inspiration of the Bible. Then there is the pantheist, who says: "I believe that the whole universe is God.
He is in the air, the water, the sun, the stars," the liar and the thief included.
MOSES FAREWELL MESSAGE:

Let me call your attention to a verse in the thirty- second chapter of Deuteronomy, thirty-first verse:

"For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges."
These words were uttered by Moses, in his farewell address to Israel. He had been with them forty years. He was their leader and
instructor. All the blessings of heaven came to them through him. And now the old man is about to leave them. If you have never read his
speech, do so. It is one of the best sermons in print. I know few sermons in the Old or New Testament that compare with it.
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I can see Moses as he delivers this address. His natural activity has not abated. He still has the vigor of youth. His long white hair flows
over his shoulders, and his venerable beard covers his breast. He throws down the challenge: "Their rock is not as our Rock, even our
enemies themselves being judges."
Has the human heart ever been satisfied with these false gods? Can pleasure or riches fill the soul that is empty of God? How about the
atheist, the deist, the pantheist? What do they look forward to? Nothing! Man's life is full of trouble; but when the billows of affliction and
disappointment are rising and rolling over them, they have no God to call upon. They shall
"cry unto the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall not save them at all in the time of their trouble" (Jeremiah 11:12).
Therefore I contend "their rock is not as our Rock."
My friends, when the hour of affliction comes, they call in a minister to give consolation. When I was settled in Chicago, I used to be called
out to attend many funerals. I would inquire what the man was in his belief. If I found out he was an atheist, or a deist, or a pantheist,
when I went to the funeral and in the presence of his friends, said one word about that man's doctrine, they would feel insulted. Why is it
that in a trying hour, when they have been talking all the time against God- why is it that in the darkness of affliction they call in believers
in that God to administer consolation? Why doesn't the atheist preach no hereafter, no heaven, no God in the hour of affliction? This very
fact is an admission that "their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges."
The deist says there is no use in praying, because nothing can change the decrees of deity; God never answers prayer. Is his rock as our
Rock?
The Bible is true. There is only one God. How many men have said to me: "Mr. Moody, I would give the world if I had your faith, your
consolation, the hope you have with your religion."
Isn't that a proof that their rock is not as our Rock?
Some years ago I went into a man's house, and when I commenced to talk about religion he turned to his daughter and said: "You had
better leave the room. I want to say a few words to Mr. Moody." When she had gone, he opened a perfect torrent of infidelity upon me.
"Why did you send your daughter out of the room before you said this?" I asked. "Well," he replied, "I did not think it would do her any
good to hear what I said."
Is his rock as our Rock? Would he have sent his daughter out if he really believed what he said?
NO CONSOLATION EXCEPT IN GOD
No. There is no satisfaction for the soul except in the God of the Bible. We come back to Paul's words and get consolation for time and
eternity:
"We know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one. For though there be that are called gods, whether
in Heaven or in Earth (as there be gods many, and lords many), but to us there is but one God, the Father, of Whom are all things, and we
in Him; and one LORD Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things, and we by Him." (I Corinthians 8:4- 6)
My friend, can you say that sincerely? Is all your hope centered on God in Christ? Are you trusting Him alone? Are you ready to step into
the scales and be weighed against this first commandment?
WHOLEHEARTED ALLEGIANCE:
two thrones. Christ said:

God will not accept a divided heart. He must be absolute monarch. There is not room in your heart for

"No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the One, and love the other; or else he will hold to the One, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon." (Matthew 6: 24)
Mark you, He did not say, "No man shall serve ... Ye shall not serve" but "No man can serve.. .Ye cannot serve." That means more than a
command; it means that you cannot mix the worship of the true God with the worship of another god any more than you can mix oil and
water. It cannot be done. There is not room for any other throne in the heart if Christ is there. If worldliness should come in, godliness
would go out.
The road to heaven and the road to hell lead in different directions. Which master will you choose to follow? Be an out-and-out Christian.
Him only shall you serve. Only thus can you be well pleasing to God. The Jews were punished with seventy years of captivity because they
worshiped false gods. They have suffered nineteen hundred years because they rejected the Messiah. Will you incur God's displeasure by
rejecting Christ too? He died to save you. Trust Him with your whole heart, for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.
I believe that when Christ has the first place in our hearts- when the kingdom of God is first in everything- we shall have power, and we
shall not have power until we give Him His rightful place. If we let some false god come in and steal our love away from the God of
heaven, we shall have no peace or power.
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The Second Commandment
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the Earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the Earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and shewing
mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My Commandments.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT, which we have just considered, points out the one true object of worship; this commandment, is to tell us
the right way in which to worship. The former commands us to worship God alone; this calls for purity and spirituality as we approach
Him. The former condemns the worship of false gods; this prohibits false forms. It relates more especially to outward acts of worship;
but these are only the expression of what is in the heart.
Perhaps you will say that there is no trouble about this weight. We might go off to other ages or other lands and find people who make
images and bow down to them; but we have none here. Let us see if this is true. Let us step into the scales and see if we can turn them
when weighed against this commandment.
I believe this is where the battle is fought. Satan tries to keep us from worshiping God aright, and from making Him first in everything.
If I let some image made by man get into my heart and take the place of God the Creator, it is a Sin. I believe that Satan is willing to
have us worship anything, however sacred- the Bible, the crucifix, the church- if only we do not worship God Himself.
You cannot find a place in the Bible where a man has been allowed to bow down and worship anyone but the God of heaven and Jesus
Christ His Son. In the book of Revelation when an angel came down to John, he was about to fall down and worship him, but the angel
would not let him. If an angel from heaven is not to be worshiped, when you find people bowing down to pictures, to images, even
when they bow down to worship the cross, it is a sin. There are a great many who seem to be carried away with these things.
"Thou shalt have no other gods before Me."

"Thou shalt not bow down thyself to any graven image."

God wants us to worship Him only, and if we do not believe that Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh we should not worship Him. I
have no more doubt about the divinity of Christ than I have that I exist.
Worship involves two things: the internal belief, and the external act. We transgress in our hearts by having a wrong conception of God
and of Jesus Christ before ever we give public expression in action. As someone has said, it is wrong to have loose opinions as well as
to be guilty of loose practices. That is what Paul meant when he said:
"We ought not to think , that the Godhead is like unto gold or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device." (Acts 17:29, italics
added.)
The opinions that some people hold about Christ are not in accordance with the Bible and are real violations of this second
commandment.
A QUESTION
The question at once arises- is this commandment intended to forbid the use of drawings and pictures of created things altogether?
Some contend that it does. They point to the Jews and the Muslims as a proof. The Jews have never been much given to art. The
Muslims to this day do not use designs of animals, etc., in patterns. But I do not agree with them. I think God only meant to forbid
images and other representations when these were intended to be used as objects of religious veneration. [Emphasis by WStS] "Thou
shalt not make unto thee ... Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them." In Exodus we are told that God ordered the
bowls of the golden candlestick for the tabernacle to be made "like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower" (Exodus 25:33); and the
robe of the ephod had a hem on which they were to put a bell and a pomegranate alternately. How could God order something that
broke this second commandment?
I believe that this commandment is a call for spiritual worship. It is in line with Christ's declaration to that Samaritan woman,
"God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth." (John 4:24)
This is precisely what is difficult for men to do. The apostles were hardly in their graves before people began to put up images of them,
and to worship relics. People have a desire for something tangible, something that they can see. That is why there is a demand for
ritualism. Some people are born Puritans; they want a simple form of worship. Others think they cannot get along without forms and
ceremonies that appeal to the senses. And many a one whose heart is not sincere before God takes refuge in these forms, and eases his
conscience by making an outward show of religion.
The second commandment is to restrain this desire and tendency.
God is grieved when we are untrue to Him. God is love, and He is wounded when our affections are transferred to anything else. The
penalty attached to this commandment teaches us that man has to reap what he sows, whether good or bad; and not only that, but his
children have to reap with him. Notice that punishment is visited upon the children unto the third or the fourth generation, while mercy
is shown unto thousands, or (as it is more correctly) unto the thousandth generation.

THE FOLLY OF IMAGES
Think for a moment, and you will see how idle it is to try to make any representation of God. Christians have tried to paint the Trinity,
but how can you depict the invisible? Can you draw a picture of your own soul or spirit or will? Moses impressed it upon Israel that
when God spake to them out of the midst of the fire they saw no manner of similitude, but only heard His voice.
A [manmade] picture or [manmade] image of God must degrade our conception of Him. It fastens us down to one idea, whereas we
ought to grow in grace and in knowledge. It makes God finite. It brings Him down to our level. It has given rise to the horrible idols of
India and China, because they fashion these images according to their own notions. How would the president feel if Americans made
such hideous objects to resemble him as they make of their gods in heathen countries? Isaiah bore down with tremendous irony upon
the folly of idol-makers: upon the smith who fashioned gods with tongs and hammers; and upon the carpenter who took a tree, and
used part of it for a fire to warm himself and roast his meat, and made part of it in the figure of a man with his rule and plane and
compass, and called it his god and worshiped it.
"A deceived heart hath turned him aside." (Isaiah 44:20)
A man must be greater than anything he is able to make or manufacture. What folly then to think of worshiping such things! The
tendency of the human heart to represent God by something that appeals to the senses is the origin of all idolatry. It leads directly to
image-worship. At first there may be no desire to worship the thing itself, but it inevitably ends in that. As Dr. Mac Laren says:
"Enlisting the senses as allies of the spirit is risky work. They are apt to fight for their own hand when they once begin, and the history
of all symbolical and ceremonial worship shows that the experiment is much more likely to end in religion than in spiritualizing sense.
"If, every day, I bow before a crucifix in prayer, if I address it as though it were Christ, though I know it is not, I shall come to feel for
it a reverence and love which are of the very essence of idolatry."
Did you ever stop to think that the world has not a single [manmade] picture of Christ that has been handed down to us from His
disciples? Who knows what He was like? The Bible does not tell us how He looked, except in one or two isolated general expressions as
when it says,
"His visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men." (Isaiah 52:14)
We don't know anything definite about His features, the color of His hair and eyes, and the other details that would help to give a true
representation. What artist can tell us? He left no keepsakes to His disciples. His clothes were seized by the Roman soldiers who
crucified Him. Not a solitary thing was left to be handed down among His followers. Doesn't it look as if Christ left no relics lest they
should be held sacred and worshiped?
History tells us further that the early Christians shrank from making pictures and statues of any kind of Christ. They knew Him as they
had seen Him after His resurrection, and had promises of His continued presence that pictures could not make any more real.
I have seen very few pictures of Christ that do not repel me more or less. I sometimes think that it is wrong to have pictures of Him at
all.
Speaking of the crucifix Dr. Dale says:
"It makes our worship and our prayer unreal. We are adoring a Christ who does not exist. He
is not on the cross now, but on the throne. His agonies are past forever. He has risen from the dead. He is at the right hand of God. If
we pray to a dying Christ, we are praying not to Christ Himself, but to a mere remembrance of Him. The injury which the crucifix has
inflicted on the religious life of Christendom, in encouraging a morbid and unreal devotion, is absolutely incalculable. It has given us a
dying Christ instead of a living Christ, a Christ separated from us by many centuries instead of a Christ nigh at hand."
THE INDWELLING CHRIST
No one can say that we have nowadays any need of such things.
"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with Me." (Revelation 3:20)
If Christ is in our hearts, why need we set Him before our eyes?
"Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them." (Matthew 18:20)
If we take hold of that promise by faith, what need is there of outward symbols and reminders? If the King Himself is present, why
need we bow down before statues supposed to represent Him? [Emphasis by WStS] To fill His place with an image, someone has said,
is like blotting the sun out of the heavens and substituting some other light in its place:
"You cannot see Him through chinks of ceremonialism; or through the blind eyes of erring man; or by images graven with art and
man's device; or in cunningly devised fables of artificial and perverted theology. Nay, seek Him in His own Word, in the revelation of
Himself which He gives to all who walk in His ways. So you will be able to keep that admonition of the last word of all the New
Testament revelation: 'little children, keep yourselves from idols.'" (1 John 5:21)
I believe many an earnest Christian would be found wanting if put in the balances against this commandment. "Tekel" is the sentence
that would be written against them, because their worship of God and of Christ is not pure. May God open our eyes to the danger that

is creeping more and more into public worship throughout Christendom! Let us ever bear in mind Christ's words in the fourth chapter
of John's Gospel, which show that true spiritual worship is not a matter of special times and special places because it is of all times
and all places:
"Believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father... But the hou r
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth" (John 4:21,23-24). [Emphasis by WStS]

(“ The Ten Commandments “ D.L. Moody; Commandments 1-2 ; Public Domain; Dwight Lyman Moody (February 5, 1837 –
December 22, 1899), also known as D.L. Moody, was an American evangelist and publisher who founded the Moody Church,
Northfield School and Mount Hermon School in Massachusetts (now Northfield Mount Hermon School), the( Moody Bible Institute and
Moody Publishers. )

Jos 14:13 — Then Joshua blessed him and gave Hebron to Caleb son of Jephunneh for an inheritance.
Jos 14:14 — So Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the
Lord, the God of Israel.
2Sa 2:1 — AFTER THIS, David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the Lord said to him, Go
up. David said, To which shall I go up? And He said, To Hebron.
2Sa 4:1 — WHEN ISH-BOSHETH, Saul's son [king over Israel], heard that Abner was dead in Hebron, his courage failed, and all the
Israelites were troubled and dismayed.
2Sa 15:10 — But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as you hear the sound of the
trumpet, then say, Absalom is king at Hebron

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 424-426)
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