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Prayer

Worship Music

Lord, please help me to live soberly and to invest not only in the present, but also in the eternity that is to
come. I don't want to be among those who lived only for the present and therefore suffered loss because they
forgot to invest in Heaven. Teach me how to manage and be a good steward of what You have given me to
take care of. I am grateful for the provision you have given, but I am more thankful for the souls who are in
Heaven because I used the provision to invest in eternity. Help me to use my life wisely and to live as I ought
to live in light of eternity. Fill me daily with God’s will for me and plans. Place across my spirit and heart
whom to bless and how, and whom to pray for and how, I ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Scripture

Genesis 24:1-67 (AMP)

1 NOW ABRAHAM was old, well advanced in years, and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And
Abraham said to the eldest servant of his house [Eliezer of Damascus], who ruled over all that he had, I beg
of you, put your hand under my thigh; 3 And you shall swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and earth, that
you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I have settled, 4 But
you shall go to my country and to my relatives and take a wife for my son Isaac. 5 The servant said to him,
But perhaps the woman will not be willing to come along after me to this country. Must I take your son to the
country from which you came? 6 Abraham said to him, See to it that you do not take my son back there. 7 The
Lord, the God of heaven, Who took me from my father's house, from the land of my family and my birth, Who
spoke to me and swore to me, saying, To your offspring I will give this land—He will send His Angel before
you, and you will take a wife from there for my son. 8 And if the woman should not be willing to go along
after you, then you will be clear from this oath; only you must not take my son back there. 9 So the servant
put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter. 10 And the
servant took ten of his master's camels and departed, taking some of all his master's treasures with him; thus
he journeyed to Mesopotamia [between the Tigris and the Euphrates], to the city of Nahor [Abraham's
brother]. 11 And he made his camels to kneel down outside the city by a well of water at the time of the
evening when women go out to draw water. 12 And he said, O Lord, God of my master Abraham, I pray You,
cause me to meet with good success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. 13 See, I stand here
by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming to draw water. 14 And let it so be
that the girl to whom I say, I pray you, let down your jar that I may drink, and she replies, Drink, and I will
give your camels drink also—let her be the one whom You have selected and appointed and indicated for Your
servant Isaac [to be a wife to him]; and by it I shall know that You have shown kindness and faithfulness to
my master. 15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, out came Rebekah, who was the daughter of Bethuel
son of Milcah, who was the wife of Nahor the brother of Abraham, with her water jar on her shoulder. 16 And
the girl was very beautiful and attractive, chaste and modest, and unmarried. And she went down to the well,
filled her water jar, and came up. 17 And the servant ran to meet her, and said, I pray you, let me drink a
little water from your water jar. 18 And she said, Drink, my lord; and she quickly let down her jar onto her
hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she had given him a drink, she said, I will draw water for your camels
also, until they finish drinking. 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well
and drew water for all his camels. 21 The man stood gazing at her in silence, waiting to know if the Lord had
made his trip prosperous. 22 And when the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold earring or nose
ring of half a shekel in weight, and for her hands two bracelets of ten shekels in weight in gold, 23 And said,
Whose daughter are you? I pray you, tell me: Is there room in your father's house for us to lodge there? 24
And she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah and [her husband] Nahor. 25 She said also to
him, We have both straw and provender (fodder) enough, and also room in which to lodge. 26 The man
bowed down his head and worshiped the Lord 27 And said, Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master
Abraham, Who has not left my master bereft and destitute of His loving-kindness and steadfastness. As for
me, going on the way [of obedience and faith] the Lord led me to the house of my master's kinsmen. 28 The
girl related to her mother's household what had happened. 29 Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was
Laban, and Laban ran out to the man at the well. 30 For when he saw the earring or nose ring, and the
bracelets on his sister's arms, and when he heard Rebekah his sister saying, The man said this to me, he went
to the man and found him standing by the camels at the well. 31 He cried, Come in, you blessed of the Lord!
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32 So the man came into the house; and [Laban] ungirded his camels and gave straw and provender for the camels and water to
bathe his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33 A meal was set before him, but he said, I will not eat until I have told of
my errand. And [Laban] said, Speak on. 34 And he said, I am Abraham's servant. Genesis 24:35-67 (AMP) 35 And the Lord has
blessed my master mightily, and he has become great; and He has given him flocks, herds, silver, gold, menservants, maidservants,
camels, and asses. 36 And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master when she was old, and to him he has given all that he has.
37 And my master made me swear, saying, You must not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I
dwell, 38 But you shall go to my father's house and to my family and take a wife for my son. 39 And I said to my master, But suppose
the woman will not follow me. 40 And he said to me, The Lord, in Whose presence I walk [habitually], will send His Angel with you
and prosper your way, and you will take a wife for my son from my kindred and from my father's house. 41 Then you shall be clear
from my oath, when you come to my kindred; and if they do not give her to you, you shall be free and innocent of my oath. 42 I came
today to the well and said, O Lord, God of my master Abraham, if You are now causing me to go on my way prosperously— 43 See, I
am standing by the well of water; now let it be that when the maiden comes out to draw water and I say to her, I pray you, give me a
little water from your [water] jar to drink, 44 And if she says to me, You drink, and I will draw water for your camels also, let that
same woman be the one whom the Lord has selected and indicated for my master's son. 45 And before I had finished praying in my
heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her [water] jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the well and drew water. And I said to
her, I pray you, let me have a drink. 46 And she quickly let down her [water] jar from her shoulder and said, Drink, and I will water
your camels also. So I drank, and she gave the camels drink also. 47 I asked her, Whose daughter are you? She said, The daughter of
Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him. And I put the earring or nose ring on her face and the bracelets on her arms. 48 And I
bowed down my head and worshiped the Lord and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, Who had led me in the right way
to take my master's brother's daughter to his son. 49 And now if you will deal kindly and truly with my master [showing faithfulness
to him], tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right or to the left. 50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered, The thing comes
forth from the Lord; we cannot speak bad or good to you. 51 Rebekah is before you; take her and go, and let her be the wife of your
master's son, as the Lord has said. 52 And when Abraham's servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the ground before the
Lord. 53 And the servant brought out jewels of silver, jewels of gold, and garments and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave precious
things to her brother and her mother. 54 Then they ate and drank, he and the men who were with him, and stayed there all night. And
in the morning they arose, and he said. Send me away to my master. 55 But [Rebekah's] brother and mother said, Let the girl stay
with us a few days—at least ten; then she may go. 56 But [the servant] said to them, Do not hinder and delay me, seeing that the Lord
has caused me to go prosperously on my way. Send me away, that I may go to my master. 57 And they said, We will call the girl and
ask her [what is] her desire. 58 So they called Rebekah and said to her, Will you go with this man? And she said, I will go. 59 So they
sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse [Deborah] and Abraham's servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said
to her, You are our sister; may you become the mother of thousands of ten thousands, and let your posterity possess the gate of their
enemies. 61 And Rebekah and her maids arose and followed the man upon their camels. Thus the servant took Rebekah and went on
his way. 62 Now Isaac had returned from going to the well Beer-lahai-roi [A well to the Living One Who sees me], for he [now] dwelt
in the South country (the Negeb). 63 And Isaac went out to meditate and bow down [in prayer] in the open country in the evening;
and he looked up and saw that, behold, the camels were coming. 64 And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she
dismounted from the camel. 65 For she [had] said to the servant, Who is that man walking across the field to meet us? And the
servant [had] said, He is my master. So she took a veil and concealed herself with it. 66 And the servant told Isaac everything that he
had done. 67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and he took Rebekah and she became his wife, and he loved her;
thus Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.
Genesis 24. Betrothal of Isaac and Rebekah
Rebekah was Isaac's second cousin. Abraham's purpose in sending his chief servant (probably Eliezer of Damascus; see 15:2 ) back
to his own people for a wife for Isaac was to keep his descendants free from idolatry. If Isaac had married a Canaanite girl, how
different the whole history of Israel might have been. What a lesson for young people in the matter of choosing a mate!
(Halley’s Bible Handbook; Henry Halley; 2000; Bible Handbook & Commentaries; Zondervan; page 118)
A Bride For Isaac; The story of Isaac and Rebekah is a beautiful love story that symbolizes the Holy Spirit wooing a bride (the church)
for the Son (Christ). V27 Throughout this story, Eliezer is a selfless individual, speaking more of Abraham and Isaac than of himself
just as the Holy Spirit glorifies the Father and the Son without drawing attention to Himself. VV 29-31 Laban hurried to greet Eliezer
when he sensed there could be a profit. V 53 The Holy Spirit gives glorious gifts to us. V 58 Rebekah was drawn by the Spirit to her
bridegroom.(Old Testament Study Guide; The Word For Today; 2005; Chuck Smith; commentaries; page 15)
Are You Living Only for Today—Or Living Also for Eternity?Sparkling Gems from the Greek.
2
Peter 3:11;…One day I was standing at the foot of the Great Pyramid of Giza in Egypt with my wife and sons. We had spent that
entire week floating down the Nile River, touring all the sites of ancient Egypt, many of which were more than 4,000 years old. We
were amazed at how well the condition of these ancient locations had been preserved. Finally we stood at the foot of the ancient,
massive Great Pyramid of Giza. It, too, was in marvelous condition, considering that it had been standing there for so many thousands
of years. It was very evident that the Great Pyramid had been built solidly so it would stand as an eternal remembrance to the
Egyptian king who built it. As I stood there with my family, I told my sons, "This pyramid has stood here for thousands of years, but a
day is coming in the future when it will be completely dissolved. When the final Day of the Lord comes, the Bible tells us that
everything that exists on the earth will melt with fervent heat, and the earth and all its works will be burned up. Boys, that means a
day is coming when none of these monuments will exist any longer. Everything built by man will vanish, including these monuments
that have stood the test of time for thousands of years. The only thing that will last is what people have done for Jesus Christ."
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increase in number,” the sea creatures and birds filled the waters and increased on the earth. Note the
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changed. Even the heavens as we currently know them will pass away. The words "pass away" are from the Greek word parerchomai,
kind.”
which pictures something that is temporary and will soon be passing away. Peter says that the present heavens will pass away with a
"great noise." The words "great noise" are from the Greek word hroidzedon. This word describes a sound so loud that it is nearly
deafening to those who hear it. It further carries the idea of a tremendous hissing, sizzling, cracking sound that rushes all about or a
noise so thunderous that no one can escape it.
When these events transpire, the heavens and all "the elements" shall melt with a fervent heat. The word "elements" is the Greek
word stoicheion, and it refers to everything that exists— from the heavenly bodies in the sky overhead to the mountains, the earth,
the buildings constructed by man, and even the smallest atomic particles. Absolutely nothing will survive the transforming, purifying
fire that will melt everything.
The word "melt" in this verse is from the Greek word luo, which normally means to loose. But in this case, it pictures the dissolving of
matter and the complete dissolution of the earth's elements.
This melting of the elements will occur because of a "fervent heat" that will be manifested on the Day of the Lord. The words "fervent
heat" come from the Greek word kausoomai, which depicts a fire so intense that nothing escapes its blaze. It was used by medical
writers to convey the idea of a fever that consumed a victim. This is an intense, raging, blazing, blistering, burning fire that consumes
and hence purges everything it touches. Absolutely nothing will survive this fire when Jesus purifies this present world and creates a
new heaven and a new earth.
I spoke these words to my sons because I wanted them to know that the only thing to survive this life will be what we do for Jesus
Christ. We tend to think that our houses, buildings, and the things we construct in life will live forever. But the truth is, even the
structures that are built to survive through the ages of time will eventually pass away. Since only that which is done for eternity will
outlast this world, we can see why Peter asked the question, "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness?" (2 Peter 3:11).
A day is coming when all the material possessions you own and hold to be dear will be "dissolved." The word "dissolved" is from the
Greek word luo, which is the same word mentioned above in Second Peter 3:10 to describe the complete dissolution of everything
that presently exists. By using this word, Peter alerts us to the fact that nothing we presently own will last forever. In light of this
truth, how should we view our material possessions, and how should we prioritize our lives?
Too often we devote the bulk of our time to our homes, gardens, cars, businesses, or other worldly affairs. Although we must give
attention to the basic things that are necessary to life, we make a huge mistake if we focus on these temporal matters while
neglecting the eternal spiritual issues that will pass from this life into the next. Only what is done for the Lord will last. Everything
else will be left behind in a world that will one day be consumed with a fervent heat. Since everything will be dissolved, as Peter tells
us, doesn't it make sense that we invest in our spiritual futures as well as in our present lives?
How should this knowledge affect the way you live? Peter asked, "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be...?" In other words, since the heavens and the earth and everything in them are temporary and will one day
pass away, what should have your greatest attention and devotion?
Unsaved men in today's world live for the present. Often they do great philanthropic works because they want their names to be
remembered in future generations. Their desire is to have people revere them, place their names on buildings, name streets after
them, and so forth.
However, every building that bears a person's name will one day evaporate. The pyramids that have stood before us for centuries will
one day be gone. Those who live only for the present or to impress men will be the greatest losers of all, for everything they have
lived for will burn up and pass away, never to be remembered again. On the other hand, those who live for eternity, walk by faith, and
obey what the Word of God tells them to do will make a name for themselves that will be remembered in Heaven for all of eternity.
These are the biggest winners in life!
The message I conveyed to my sons that day in front of the pyramids is the same message I want to impress upon you today: Take
the time to consider your priorities in life. Are you investing in eternity, or are you consumed with natural things that won't survive
that consuming fire, which will one day melt everything that exists? Since what you do for Jesus is the only thing that will survive,
don't you think it would be wise to prayerfully consider your life to see if you are investing as much in eternity as you are investing in
the present? Sparkling Gems from the Greek. Devotional.
(Word 9 Bible Software: Bible Software, multiple translations, dictionary, atlas, sermons of the past saints, concordance, 2005)
(The Everyday Life Bible; Amplified, 2005, Joyce Meyers, Scripture, Commentaries, page 39-43)

