~ Thought For The Day ~
~gathering from the 4 winds~
“come just as you are”
Refresh, Restore, Rebuild = Healing

Vol. 28 Issue 514
Oct. 01, 2012

?

www.chapel-flock.com

Prayer
Lord, I don't want any bitterness to sprout inside me, so I am asking You to turn on the spotlight of the Holy
Spirit and reveal any unforgiveness or resentment that might be lurking inside my heart. I know that the fruit
of bitterness is very sour, and I don't want that fruit to be a part of my life. So, Holy Spirit, I ask You to please
show me every root of bitterness, and then help me rip it clear out of my soul, in Jesus’ name. Amen…..

Worship Music
Break BreadJosh Garrels
Over OceansJosh Garrels
Words RemainJosh Garrels

Sparkling Gems from the Greek.

Video’s / New Information/ Prayer Requests

Radio Stations
KWVE ...Calvary Chapel
KLOV
Following Jesus Through The Storms
Greg Laurie

Bible Study Sites
Chuck Smith
Through The Bible
Bob Coy/Teachings
Mike MacIntosh
Jon Courson
Biblos.com
Billy Graham
If you have a prayer request…please e-mail it to us so we can pray for you…or a person……
chapel-flock@sbcglobal.net
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1 THERE WAS a man of the hill country of Ephraim whose name was Micah. 2 And he said to his mother, The 1,100 shekels of silver
that were taken from you, about which you cursed and also spoke about in my hearing, behold, I have the silver with me; I took it.
And his mother said, Blessed be you by the Lord, my son! 3 He restored the 1,100 shekels of silver to his mother, and she said, I had
truly dedicated the silver to the Lord from my hand for my son to make a graven image and a molten image; now therefore, I will
restore it to you. 4 So when he restored the money to his mother, she took 200 pieces of silver and gave them to the silversmith, who
made of it a graven image and a molten image; and they were in the house of Micah. 5 And the man Micah had a house of gods, and
he made an ephod and teraphim and dedicated one of his sons, who became his priest. 6 In those days there was no king in Israel;
every man did what was right in his own eyes. 7 And there was a young man in Bethlehem of Judah, of the family of Judah, who was a
Levite; and he sojourned there. 8 And the man departed from the town of Bethlehem in Judah to sojourn where he could find a place,
and as he journeyed he came to the hill country of Ephraim to the house of Micah. 9 And Micah said to him, From where do you come?
And he said to him, I am a Levite of Bethlehem in Judah, and I go to sojourn where I may find a place. 10 And Micah said to him,
Dwell with me and be to me a father and a priest, and I will give you ten pieces of silver each year, a suit of clothes, and your living.
So the Levite went in. 11 And the Levite was content to dwell with the man, and the young man was to Micah as one of his sons. 12
And Micah consecrated the Levite, and the young man became his priest and was in the house of Micah. 13 Then said Micah, Now I
know that the Lord will favor me, since I have a Levite to be my priest.
At this point the book of Judges, as far as its history, ends. What remains in the book of Judges is not now in chronological order. This
is an appendix to the book of Judges as we get into chapter seventeen. And it tells us basically of the moral conditions of the nation of
Israel during this time after Joshua, and the stories, some of them, take us clear back to the time immediately after Joshua. So if you
can now shift gears in your mind and go in reverse, we come to the end of the historic chronological order with Samson.
After Samson there arises then Samuel. We'll get that after we get through the book of Ruth. But now we're going to get into an
appendix and we're going to go back in the next few chapters and examine some of the moral decay that was going on in Israel
during the time of the period of the judges. It just gives us an insight to the moral corruptness that existed among God's people
during this time when they lacked a real conscienceness of God as their king.
So the first story begins in chapter seventeen.
There was a man who lived on Mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah. And he said to his mother, You remember those eleven
hundred shekels of silver that were stolen from you, and you cursed the person who stole them, you said, Let the person who stole
this be cursed. He said, Hey mom, I did it. And here are the eleven hundred shekels back, and she said, O blessed be thou my son of
the LORD [and all]. I had really intended to take that silver and make some little idols for you. And so she gave him a portion of the
silver in order that he might make a little image and he gave them to the founder, who made a graven image and they were in the
house of Micah. [the molten images] And the man Micah had a house of god, and he made an ephod, and a teraphim, and he
consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest. For in those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was
right in his own eyes (Jdg 17:1-6).
And therein is an insight into the moral degeneracy. They had lost the fact that God was to be their king. They lost the conscienceness
of that fact. And every man, rather than being ruled by God, was doing that which was right in his own eyes. It was a period of
anarchy. Everybody just did what he wanted to do, what was right in his own eyes. It is sort of what they are trying to bring to pass in
this essentialism. Everybody just relate to experience as you feel that you should relate to it. There really isn't any right or wrong
way. If it feels good, do it, you know. If it feels right, do it. And this is the kind of chaotic condition that was going on in Israel. This
kind of anarchy where everyone was just doing what was right in their own eyes, not really following the government of God or the
law of God.
Now Micah in making these images was not making really pagan kinds of images but images, no doubt, that would represent God to
him. But in the second commandment God had expressly forbidden making any graven images or likeness of God, to bow down and
worship. So he was violating the commandment of God but trying to make an image of God. He was not turning from Jehovah in that
sense of making an image of Baal or Molech or one of the pagan gods but he was trying to make an image of God. And then with the
teraphim and the ephod, seeking to tie the whole worship of Jehovah together, making a little worship center in his house where he
has his own little idols in the house where he goes to pray and goes to worship. Now this was expressly forbidden by God, and yet,
having lost the conscienceness of God's presence, he is wanting something to remind him of the presence of God. And thus, he's made
his little worship center in his house with his little idols and all, the place where he can go and pray, his own little private altar.
Now whenever a person makes an idol, the very fact that he has made an idol indicates that that person has lost the conscienceness
of the presence of God. The second thing it indicates is that he is desiring to regain that conscienceness of God's presence, and thus,
he has set up this as a reminder to him of God's presence. And thus it is actually speaking of a desire to regain something that is lost,
a vitality of relationship with God. Whenever a person has to set up an image or an idol, it is a testimony that that person has lost
something vital in his relationship with God and he needs some kind of a little reminder to remind him of God's presence. And thus, it
is always a mark of spiritual deterioration; any image, any idol of any thing is a mark of spiritual deterioration. So it is important to
note that Micah wasn't really turning his back on Jehovah, for he even speaks of Jehovah, but he has lost something vital in his
relationship with Jehovah which causes him to make these little images and set up a worship center as a place for his prayers.
Now there was a young man who lived in Bethlehem, who was a Levite: and he was living there but he departed from Bethlehem just
sort of looking for a place to live. And he came to Mount Ephraim to the house of Micah, on his journey. And Micah said to him, Where
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you coming from? And he said, I'm a Levite from Bethlehem, and I journeying that I can find a place. Micah said unto him, If you'll
dwell with me, and be a priest in my house, I will give you ten shekels of silver annually, and a new suit, and all your food. So the
Levite went in (Jdg 17:7-10).
Now here is a deterioration in the Levite, in that he is becoming now a professional religionist. Sort of selling himself for religious
purchases for an annual salary of ten shekels of silver and a new suit and his daily food.
And the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was unto him as one of his own sons. And Micah consecrated
the Levite; the young man became his priest, and he was in the house of Micah. Then said Micah, Now I know that Jehovah will do me
good, seeing that I have Levite as my priest (Jdg 17:11-13).
So it was a mercenary thing, you know. I know I'm gonna prosper now because I got a Levite for a priest. And that's the only reason
why he wanted the Levite is so he could prosper. In other words, it was the idea of using God for gain.
Paul speaks in the New Testament of the error of those who think that godliness is a way to gain. He calls it a pernicious doctrine. He
said, "turn away from such people who say that godliness is a way to get rich, that godliness is a way to prosperity, that godliness is a
way to gain." Paul calls it an evil doctrine. Micah has that concept, "Awe, God's gonna prosper me now I've got a Levite for my priest."
So he's buying his way, in a sense, into prosperity in hiring the priest.
( Through The Bible C-2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Bible Commentaries; 1979-1986 )
XIV. THE HOLY SPIRIT OUR HELPER IN PRAYER
"We must pray in the Spirit., in the Holy Ghost, if we would pray at all. Lay this, I beseech you, to heart. Do not address yourselves to
prayer as to a work to be accomplished in your own natural strength. It is a work of God, of God the Holy Ghost, a work of His in you
and by you, and in which you must be fellow-workers with Him—but His work notwithstanding."—Archbishop Trench
One of the revelations of the New Testament concerning the Holy Spirit is that He is our helper in prayer. So we have in the following
incident in our Lord’s life the close connection between the Holy Spirit’s work and prayer:
“At that time Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes; even so, Father, for it seemed good in thy sight.”—Luke 10:21.
Here we have revelations of what God is to us. Only the child’s heart can know the Father, and only the child’s heart can reveal the
Father. It is by prayer only that all things are delivered to us by the Father through the Son. It is only by prayer that all things are
revealed to us by the Father and by the Son. It is only in prayer that the Father gives Himself to us, which is much more every way than
all other things whatsoever.
The Revised Version reads: “At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit.” This sets forth that great truth not generally known,
or if known, ignored, that Jesus Christ was generally led by the Holy Spirit, and that His joy and His praying, as well as His working,
and His life, were under the inspiration, law and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Turn to and read this passage:
Romans 8:26—“Likewise the spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray for as we ought.”
This text is most pregnant and vital, and needs to be quoted. Patience, hope and waiting help us in prayer. But the greatest and the
divinest of all helpers is the Holy Spirit. He takes hold of things for us. We are dark and confused, ignorant and weak in many things, in
fact in everything pertaining to the Heavenly life, especially in the simple service of prayer. There is an “ought” on us, an obligation, a
necessity to pray, a spiritual necessity upon us of the most absolute and imperative kind. But we do not feel the obligation and have no
ability to meet it. The Holy Spirit helps us in our weaknesses, gives wisdom to our ignorance, turns ignorance into wisdom, and
changes our weakness into strength. The Spirit Himself does this. He helps and takes hold with us as we tug and toil. He adds His
wisdom to our ignorance, gives His strength to our weakness. He pleads for us and in us. He quickens, illumines and inspires our
prayers. He indites and elevates the matter of our prayers, and inspires the words and feelings of our prayers. He works mightily in us
so that we can pray mightily. He enables us to pray always and ever according to the will of God.
In 1 John 5:14 we have these words:
“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us:
“And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”
That which gives us boldness and so much freedom and fullness of approach toward God, the fact and basis of that boldness and
liberty of approach, is that we are asking “according to the will of God.” This does not mean submission, but conformity. “According to”
means after the standard, conformity, agreement We have boldness and all freedom of access to God because we are praying in
conformity to His will. God records His general will in His Word, but He has this special work in praying for us to do. His “things are
prepared for us,” as the prophet says, who “wait upon him,” How can we know the will of God in our praying? What are the things
which God designs specially for us to do and pray? The Holy Spirit reveals them to us perpetually.
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6 Surely or only goodness, mercy, and unfailing love shall follow me all the days of my life, and through the
“The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. “And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is
length of my days the house of the Lord [and His presence] shall be my dwelling place.
the mind of the spirit because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” Combine this text with those words of
Paul in 1 Cor. 2:8 and what follows: “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
“But God hath revealed them unto us by his spirit; for the spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
spirit of God.
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to
us of God.
“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual
things with spiritual.
“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.
“But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.
“For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”
“Revealed to us by the Spirit.” Note those words. God searches the heart where the Spirit dwells and knows the mind of the Spirit. The
Spirit who dwells in our hearts searches the deep purposes and the will of God to us, and reveals those purposes and that will of God,
“that we might know the things which are freely given to us of God.” Our spirits are so fully indwelt by the Spirit of God, so responsive
and obedient to His illumination and to His will, that we ask with holy boldness and freedom the things which the Spirit of God has shown
us as the will of God, and faith is assured. Then “we know that we have the petitions that we have asked.”
The natural man prays, but prays according to his own will, fancy and desire. If he has ardent desires and groanings, they are the fire and
agony of nature simply, and not that of the Spirit. What a world of natural praying there is, which is selfish, self-contented, self-inspired!
The Spirit, when He prays through us, or helps us to meet the mighty “oughtness” of right praying, trims our praying down to the will of
God, and then we give heart and expression to His unutterable groanings. Then we have the mind of Christ, and pray as He would pray.
His thoughts, purposes and desires are our desires, purposes and thoughts.
This is not a new and different Bible from that which we already have, but it is the Bible we have, applied personally by the Spirit of God.
It is not new texts, but rather the Spirit’s embellishing of certain texts for us at the time.
It is the unfolding of the word by the Spirit’s light, guidance, teaching, enabling us to perform the great office of intercessors on earth, in
harmony with the great intercessions of Jesus Christ at the Father’s right hand in Heaven.
We have in the Holy Spirit an illustration and an enabler of what this intercession is and ought to be. We are charged to supplicate in the
Spirit and to pray in the Holy Spirit. We are reminded that the Holy Spirit “helpeth our infirmities,” and that while intercession is an art of
so Divine and so high a nature that though we know not what to pray for as we ought, yet the Spirit teaches us this Heavenly science, by
making intercession in us “with groanings which cannot be uttered.” How burdened these intercessions of the Holy Spirit! How profoundly
He feels the world’s sin, the world’s woe, and the world’s loss, and how deeply He sympathises with the dire conditions, are seen in His
groanings which are too deep for utterance and too sacred to be voiced by Him. He inspires us to this most Divine work of intercession,
and His strength enables us to sigh unto God for the oppressed, the burdened and the distressed creation. The Holy Spirit helps us in
many ways.
How intense will be the intercessions of the saints who supplicate in the spirit. How vain and delusive and how utterly fruitless and
inefficient are prayers without the Spirit! Official prayers they may be, fitted for state occasions, beautiful and courtly, but worth less than
nothing as God values prayer.
It is our unfainting praying which will help the Holy Spirit to His mightiest work in us, and at the same time He helps us to these
strenuous and exalted efforts in prayer.
We can and do pray by many inspirations and in many ways which are not of God. Many prayers are stereotyped in manner and in matter,
in part, if not as a whole. Many prayers are hearty and vehement, but it is natural heartiness and a fleshly vehemence. Much praying is
done by dint of habit and through form. Habit is a second nature and holds to the good, when so directed, as well as to the bad. The habit
of praying is a good habit, and should be early and strongly formed; but to pray by habit merely is to destroy the life of prayer and allow it
to degenerate into a hollow and sham-producing form, Habit may form the bank for the river of prayer, but there must be a strong, deep,
pure current, crystal and life-giving, flowing between these two banks. Hannah multiplied her praying, “but she poured out her soul
before the Lord.” We cannot make our prayer habits too marked and controlling if the life-waters be full and overflow the banks.
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Our divine example in praying is the Son of God. Our Divine Helper in praying is the Holy Spirit. He quickens us to pray and helps us in
praying. Acceptable prayer must be begun and carried on by His presence and inspiration. We are enjoined in the Holy Scriptures to
“pray in the Holy Ghost.” We are charged to “pray always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” We are reminded for our
encouragement, that “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” “And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”
So ignorant are we in this matter of prayer; so impotent are all other teachers to impart its lessons to our understanding and heart, that
the Holy Spirit comes as the infallible and all-wise teacher to instruct us in this divine art. “To pray with all your heart and all your
strength, with the reason and the will, this is the greatest achievement of the Christian warfare on earth.” This is what we are taught to
do and enabled to do by the Holy Spirit. If no man can say that Jesus is the Christ but by the Spirit’s help; for the much greater reason
can no man pray save by the aid of God’s Spirit. Our mother’s lips, now sealed by death, taught us many sweet lessons of prayer;
prayers which have bound and held our hearts like golden threads; but these prayers, flowing through the natural channel of a mother’s
love, can not serve the purposes of our manhood’s warring, stormy life. These maternal lessons are but the A B C of praying. For the
higher and graduating lessons in prayer we must have the Holy Spirit. He only can unfold to us the mysteries of the prayer-life, its duty
and its service To pray by the Holy Spirit we must have Him always. He does not, like earthly teachers, teach us the lesson and then
withdraw. He stays to help us practise the lesson He has taught. We pray, not by the precepts and lessons He has taught, but we pray by
Him. He is both teacher and lesson. We can only know the lesson because He is ever with us to inspire, to illumine, to explain, to help us
to do. We pray not by the truth the Holy Spirit reveals to us, but we pray by the actual presence of the Holy Spirit. He puts the desire in
our hearts; kindles that desire by His own flame. We simply give lip and voice and heart to His unutterable groanings. Our prayers are
taken up by Him and energised and sanctified by His intercession. He prays for us, through us and in us. We pray by Him, through Him
and in Him. He puts the prayer in us and we give it utterance and heart.
We always pray according to the will of God when the Holy Spirit helps our praying. He prays through us only “according to the will of
God.” If our prayers are not according to the will of God they die in the presence of the Holy Spirit. He gives such prayers no
countenance, no help. Discountenanced and unhelped by Him, prayers, not according to God’s will, soon die out of every heart where
the Holy Spirit dwells.
We must, as Jude says, “Pray in the Holy Ghost.” As Paul says, “with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” Never forgetting that “the
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered.” Above all, over all, and through all our praying there must be the Name of Christ, which
includes the power of His blood, the energy of His intercession, the fullness of the enthroned Christ. “whatsoever ye ask in my name
that will I do.”
INDEX OF SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
Ezekiel 36
Matthew 5:23; 18:19
Mark 8:22
John 5:13; 14:16
Romans 8:26
1 Corinthians 2:8
Ephesians 3; 6
Philippians 4:6; 4:6
1 Timothy 1:8; 2:1; 2:13
Hebrews 5:7; 5:7
James 1:5
1 John 5:14
Revelation 4:6; 8
(“The Reality Of Prayer” ; EM Bounds; Chapter 12 ; Edward McKendree Bounds (August 15, 1835 – August 24, 1913) was a clergyman of
the Methodist Episcopal Church South and author of eleven books, nine of which focused on the subject of prayer.)
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Pr 14:12 — There is a way which seems right to a man and appears straight before him, but at the end of it is the way of death.

Isa 44:20 — That kind of man feeds on ashes [and finds his satisfaction in ashes]! A deluded mind has led him astray, so that he cannot
release and save himself, or ask, Is not [this thing I am holding] in my right hand a lie?

Isa 66:3 — [The acts of the hypocrite's worship are as abominable to God as if they were offered to idols.] He who kills an ox [then] will be
as guilty as if he slew and sacrificed a man; he who sacrifices a lamb or a kid, as if he broke a dog's neck and sacrificed him; he who offers
a cereal offering, as if he offered swine's blood; he who burns incense [to God], as if he blessed an idol. [Such people] have chosen their
own ways, and they delight in their abominations;

Isa 66:4 — So I also will choose their delusions and mockings, their calamities and afflictions, and I will bring their fears upon them—
because when I called, no one answered; when I spoke, they did not listen or obey. But they did what was evil in My sight and chose that
in which I did not delight.

Mt 15:9 — Uselessly do they worship Me, for they teach as doctrines the commands of men.

Mt 15:13 — He answered, Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be torn up by the roots.

Jn 16:2 — They will put you out of (expel you from) the synagogues; but an hour is coming when whoever kills you will think and claim
that he has offered service to God.

Ac 26:9 — I myself indeed was [once] persuaded that it was my duty to do many things contrary to and in defiance of the name of Jesus of
Nazareth.

Ro 10:2 — I bear them witness that they have a [certain] zeal and enthusiasm for God, but it is not enlightened and according to [correct
and vital] knowledge.

Ro 10:3 — For being ignorant of the righteousness that God ascribes [which makes one acceptable to Him in word, thought, and deed] and
seeking to establish a righteousness (a means of salvation) of their own, they did not obey or submit themselves to God's righteousness.

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 398-399)
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