~ Thought For The Day ~
~gathering from the 4 winds~

“come just as you are”
Refresh, Restore, Rebuild = Healing
Lord, I want to be the kind of person who never allows the circumstances of life to stop me from
Prayer

accomplishing Your plan for my life. I am sorry for the times I've acted weak and complained that the
circumstances I faced were too hard to deal with. The truth is, You have given me Your Spirit and Your
power. That means there is no problem, no challenge, and no hardship I cannot conquer and overcome. If I
take the power You make available to me, I can do anything You tell me to do. So today I am making my
choice. I am reaching out by faith to grab hold of Your Spirit's power so I can be supernaturally quickened to
complete every assignment Heaven ever asks me to do. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Scripture

Revelation 16

Revelation 16:1-21 (AMP)
1 THEN I heard a mighty voice from the temple sanctuary saying to the seven angels, Go and empty out on
the earth the seven bowls of God's wrath and indignation. 2 So the first [angel] went and emptied his bowl
on the earth, and foul and painful ulcers (sores) came on the people who were marked with the stamp of the
beast and who did homage to his image. 3 The second [angel] emptied his bowl into the sea, and it turned
into blood like that of a corpse [thick, corrupt, ill-smelling, and disgusting], and every living thing that was in
the sea perished. 4 Then the third [angel] emptied out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and
they turned into (became) blood. 5 And I also heard the angel of the waters say, Righteous (just) are You in
these Your decisions and judgments, You Who are and were, O Holy One! 6 Because they have poured out
the blood of Your people (the saints) and the prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. Such is their
due [they deserve it]! 7 And [from] the altar I heard [the] cry, Yes, Lord God the Omnipotent, Your
judgments (sentences, decisions) are true and just and righteous! 8 Then the fourth [angel] emptied out his
bowl upon the sun, and it was permitted to burn (scorch) humanity with [fierce, glowing] heat (fire). 9
People were severely burned (scorched) by the fiery heat, and they reviled and blasphemed the name of God,
Who has control of these plagues, and they did not repent of their sins [felt no regret, contrition, and
compunction for their waywardness, refusing to amend their ways] to give Him glory. 10 Then the fifth
[angel] emptied his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was [plunged] in darkness; and people
gnawed their tongues for the torment [of their excruciating distress and severe pain] 11 And blasphemed
the God of heaven because of their anguish and their ulcers (sores), and they did not deplore their wicked
deeds or repent [for what they had done]. 12 Then the sixth [angel] emptied his bowl on the mighty river
Euphrates, and its water was dried up to make ready a road for [the coming of] the kings of the east (from
the rising sun). 13 And I saw three loathsome spirits like frogs, [leaping] from the mouth of the dragon and
from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For really they are the spirits of
demons that perform signs (wonders, miracles). And they go forth to the rulers and leaders all over the
world, to gather them together for war on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 Behold, I am going to come
like a thief! Blessed (happy, to be envied) is he who stays awake (alert) and who guards his clothes, so that
he may not be naked and [have the shame of being] seen exposed! 16 And they gathered them together at
the place which in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 17 Then the seventh [angel] emptied out his bowl into the
air, and a mighty voice came out of the sanctuary of heaven from the throne [of God], saying, It is done! [It is
all over, it is all accomplished, it has come!] 18 And there followed lightning flashes, loud rumblings, peals of
thunder, and a tremendous earthquake; nothing like it has ever occurred since men dwelt on the earth, so
severe and far-reaching was that earthquake. 19 The mighty city was broken into three parts, and the cities
of the nations fell. And God kept in mind mighty Babylon, to make her drain the cup of His furious wrath and
indignation. 20 And every island fled and no mountains could be found. 21 And great (excessively
oppressive) hailstones, as heavy as a talent [between fifty and sixty pounds], of immense size, fell from the
sky on the people; and men blasphemed God for the plague of the hail, so very great was [the torture] of that
plague.
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The First Four Bowls, 16:2–9
Like the first four trumpets, the judgment of the bowls is poured successively out on the earth, sea, rivers, and sun. God Himself is
directing the angels to carry out these judgments.
The first bowl judgment is poured out on the earth and causes those who have the mark of the beast to be covered with ulcerated
sores. This plague is similar to the plague on Egypt in Moses' day ( Exodus 9:8–11 ). The second bowl judgment was poured out upon
the sea. This, too, is similar to the account where Moses and Aaron turned the waters of Egypt to blood ( Exodus 7:17–21 ). In
addition, you may recall that the second seal ( Revelation 6:3–4 ) was an account of the red horse which caused a great war with
much bloodshed, and the second trumpet caused one-third of the sea to become blood.
The rivers and fountains of water on which the third bowl was poured became blood also. It was blood that could have saved these
people, and now it is blood that will kill all living creatures in the sea and probably many people, for there is no more water to drink.
The fourth bowl, unlike the fourth trumpet which darkened the sun, intensified the sun's heat. Perhaps God's darkening of the sun
was to keep the intensity of the sun's heat from getting so extreme that all would perish. There is also an interesting passage in
Matthew where Jesus, while describing the end of the age, says, ―If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for
the sake of the elect [those with God's seal in their foreheads] those days will be shortened‖ ( Matthew 24:22 ). Even through the
worst of days, God makes provision for His people. Even as God pours out these final warnings to mankind, the people refuse to
repent and continue to blaspheme Him.
The Fifth Bowl, Revelation 16:10–11… The fifth bowl is poured onto the throne of the political beast, whose realm had suffered
terrifically from the first four bowls. Darkness—probably literal darkness—fills his kingdom. Perhaps this is like the darkness that fell
over the land of Egypt ( Exodus 10:21–23 ). Humanity continues to blaspheme.
The Sixth Bowl, Revelation 16:12–16 … This bowl, like the sixth trumpet, affects the River Euphrates. Under the sixth trumpet, the
demon army of 200 million horsemen was released from the Euphrates. Here the Euphrates is dried up to make way for ―the kings of
the east‖ and their vast army. This is in the area of present-day Iran, Iraq, and Syria. In years past, an army of 200 million men
seemed inconceivable, but with current populations in China, Russia, and other eastern countries today, it is entirely feasible. The
spirits of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet assemble the kings of the whole earth at Armageddon for the battle of the great
day of God. This war is predicted in Psalm 2:2–4 : ―The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the
Lord .‖ Note the parenthetical warning ( Revelation 16:15 ) that with the approach of this battle, the Lord's coming is near. A thief
gives no notice of his approach. So the Lord's coming will not ―close on you unexpectedly like a trap‖ ( Luke 21:34 ).
The Seventh Bowl, Revelation 16:17–21… The stage is set for the great Battle of Armageddon, but God preempts the actual battle
with this seventh bowl poured out on the air. With the pounding of 100-pound hailstones and the greatest earthquake in all of history,
Babylon falls. Futurist interpreters see the bowls as representing literal convulsions of nature and calamities that will befall the
confederated empire of the Antichrist, climaxing in a literal battle at Megiddo, the historic battlefield of Palestine. The earthquake will
be a literal earthquake, and the 100-pound hailstones, actual hailstones. Can you imagine what such a hailstorm would do to some of
our fancy, sophisticated modern-day war machines? Isn't it interesting that God uses hail as the final judgment? Stoning was the Old
Testament punishment for one who committed blasphemy! ( Leviticus 24:16 ).
Plain of Megiddo. The Plain of Megiddo, stretching
out peacefully on a sunny day. Here, one day, will be fought the great, final battle between God and the forces of evil—the Battle of
Armageddon (Har Megiddo).
(Halley’s Bible Handbook; Henry Halley; 2000; Zondervan; Bible History & Commentaries; pages 950-952)
The Plagues Are Poured Out: V2 ―Noisome‖ means running. The burns from radiation are running sores. VV5-7 The Lord’s judgements
will be righteous. V9 The ozone blanket around the earth is being depleted. Without it the ultraviolet rays will not be filtered out, so
people could be badly burned from the sun. V12 Russian scientists are constructing a dam in Syria across the River Euphrates. The
―kings of the east‖ will probably be a coalition of forces from China, Japan, and India. They will travel down the dry riverbed to reach
Megiddo for the Battle of Armageddon. V14 The kings of the earth will be driven by demon powers to the Battle of Armageddon. V21 A
―talent‖ weighs about 200 pounds.
(New Testament Study Guide; The Word For The Day; Chuck Smith; commentaries; 2005; page 199)
Treasury - Rev 16:1(Amplified Bible)….I heard….Rev 14:15 — And another angel came out of the temple sanctuary, calling with a
mighty voice to Him Who was sitting upon the cloud, Put in Your scythe and reap, for the hour has arrived to gather the harvest, for
the earth's crop is fully ripened. Rev 14:18 — And another angel came forth from the altar, [the angel] who has authority and power
over fire, and he called with a loud cry to him who had the sharp scythe (sickle), Put forth your scythe and reap the fruitage of the
vine of the earth, for its grapes are entirely ripe. Rev 15:5-8 — After this I looked and the sanctuary of the tent of the testimony in
heaven was thrown open, 6 And there came out of the temple sanctuary the seven angels bringing the seven plagues (afflictions,
calamities). They were arrayed in pure gleaming linen, and around their breasts they wore golden girdles. 7 And one of the four living
creatures [then] gave the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath and indignation of God, Who lives forever and ever (in the
eternities of the eternities). 8 And the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory (the radiance, the splendor) of God and from His
might and power, and no one was able to go into the sanctuary until the seven plagues (afflictions, calamities) of the seven angels
were ended.
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Treasury - Rev 16:1(Amplified Bible) continued…the seven…Rev 15:1 — THEN I saw another wonder (sign, token, symbol) in heaven,
great and marvelous [warning of events of ominous significance]: There were seven angels bringing seven plagues (afflictions,
calamities), which are the last, for with them God's wrath (indignation) is completely expressed [reaches its climax and is ended]. Rev
15:6 — And there came out of the temple sanctuary the seven angels bringing the seven plagues (afflictions, calamities). They were
arrayed in pure gleaming linen, and around their breasts they wore golden girdles.

and pour…Rev 16:2-12 — So the first [angel] went and emptied his bowl on the earth, and foul and painful ulcers (sores) came on the
people who were marked with the stamp of the beast and who did homage to his image. 3 The second [angel] emptied his bowl into
the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a corpse [thick, corrupt, ill-smelling, and disgusting], and every living thing that was in the
sea perished. 4 Then the third [angel] emptied out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they turned into (became)
blood. 5 And I also heard the angel of the waters say, Righteous (just) are You in these Your decisions and judgments, You Who are
and were, O Holy One! 6 Because they have poured out the blood of Your people (the saints) and the prophets, and You have given
them blood to drink. Such is their due [they deserve it]! 7 And [from] the altar I heard [the] cry, Yes, Lord God the Omnipotent, Your
judgments (sentences, decisions) are true and just and righteous! 8 Then the fourth [angel] emptied out his bowl upon the sun, and it
was permitted to burn (scorch) humanity with [fierce, glowing] heat (fire). 9 People were severely burned (scorched) by the fiery
heat, and they reviled and blasphemed the name of God, Who has control of these plagues, and they did not repent of their sins [felt
no regret, contrition, and compunction for their waywardness, refusing to amend their ways] to give Him glory. 10 Then the fifth
[angel] emptied his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was [plunged] in darkness; and people gnawed their tongues for
the torment [of their excruciating distress and severe pain] 11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their anguish and their
ulcers (sores), and they did not deplore their wicked deeds or repent [for what they had done]. 12 Then the sixth [angel] emptied his
bowl on the mighty river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to make ready a road for [the coming of] the kings of the east (from
the rising sun).

Rev 16:17 — Then the seventh [angel] emptied out his bowl into the air, and a mighty voice came out of the sanctuary of heaven from
the throne [of God], saying, It is done! [It is all over, it is all accomplished, it has come!] Rev 14:9-11 — Then another angel, a third,
followed them, saying with a mighty voice, Whoever pays homage to the beast and his statue and permits the [beast's] stamp (mark,
inscription) to be put on his forehead or on his hand, 10 He too shall [have to] drink of the wine of God's indignation and wrath,
poured undiluted into the cup of His anger; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in
the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no respite (no pause, no
intermission, no rest, no peace) day or night—these who pay homage to the beast and to his image and whoever receives the stamp of
his name upon him. Rev 15:7 — And one of the four living creatures [then] gave the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath
and indignation of God, Who lives forever and ever (in the eternities of the eternities). 1Sa 15:3 — Now go and smite Amalek and
utterly destroy all they have; do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.
1Sa 15:18 — And the Lord sent you on a mission and said, Go, utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites; and fight against them until
they are consumed.

Eze 9:5-8 — And to the others He said in my hearing, Follow [the man with the ink bottle] through the city and smite; let not your eye
spare, neither have any pity. 6 Slay outright the elderly, the young man and the virgin, the infant and the women; but do not touch or
go near anyone on whom is the mark. Begin at My sanctuary. So they began with the old men who were in front of the temple [who
did not have the Lord's mark on their foreheads]. 7 And He said to [the executioners], Defile the temple and fill its courts with the
slain. Go forth! And they went forth and slew in the city. 8 And while they were slaying them and I was left, I fell upon my face and
cried, Ah, Lord God! Will You destroy all that is left of Israel in Your pouring out of Your wrath and indignation upon Jerusalem? Eze
10:2 — And [the Lord] spoke to the man clothed in linen and said, Go in among the whirling wheels under the cherubim; fill your hands
with coals of fire from between the cherubim and scatter them over the city. And he went in before my eyes.

Mt 13:41 — The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all causes of offense [persons by whom
others are drawn into error or sin] and all who do iniquity and act wickedly, Mt 13:42 — And will cast them into the furnace of fire;
there will be weeping and wailing and grinding of teeth.

(Word 9 Bible Software: Bible Software, multiple translations, dictionary, atlas, sermons of the past saints, concordance, 2005)
(The Everyday Life Bible; Amplified, 2005, Joyce Meyers, Scripture, Commentaries, pages 2141-2142)

