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Prayer
Lord, I want to be the kind of person who never allows the circumstances of life to stop me from
accomplishing Your plan for my life. I am sorry for the times I've acted weak and complained that the
circumstances I faced were too hard to deal with. The truth is, You have given me Your Spirit and Your
power. That means there is no problem, no challenge, and no hardship I cannot conquer and overcome. If I
take the power You make available to me, I can do anything You tell me to do. So today I am making my
choice. I am reaching out by faith to grab hold of Your Spirit's power so I can be supernaturally quickened to
complete every assignment that You ever asks me to do. Thank You for Your Grace. In Jesus’ name.
Amen…..

Worship Music
Give Me Jesus-Ann
Graham Lotz
Give Me Jesus Fernando Ortega
When I Survey The
Wondrous CrossFernando Ortega

Sparkling Gems from the Greek.

Video’s / New Information/ Prayer Requests
Matthew 24:36 (AMP)
36 But of that [exact] day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father.

Radio Stations
KWVE ...Calvary Chapel
“Daily Devotional”

KLOVE

Charles Stanley

Bible Study Sites
Chuck Smith
Through The Bible
Bob Coy/Teachings
Mike MacIntosh
Jon Courson
Chapel Flock......text a prayer....... request telephone number.....

Biblos.com
Billy Graham

(316) 247-3623
Or---If you have a prayer request…please e-mail it to us so we can pray for you…or a person……
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Thought For The Day

Scripture: Psalm 3; 4; 5 (AMP)
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Psalm 3:1-8 (AMP) 1 LORD, HOW they are increased who trouble me! Many are they who rise up against me. 2 Many are saying of
me, There is no help for him in God. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 3 But You, O Lord, are a shield for me, my glory, and the
lifter of my head. 4 With my voice I cry to the Lord, and He hears and answers me out of His holy hill. Selah [pause, and calmly think
of that]! 5 I lay down and slept; I wakened again, for the Lord sustains me. 6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people who have
set themselves against me round about. 7 Arise, O Lord; save me, O my God! For You have struck all my enemies on the cheek; You
have broken the teeth of the ungodly. 8 Salvation belongs to the Lord; May Your blessing be upon Your people. Selah [pause, and
calmly think of that]!
Psalm 4:1-8 (AMP) 1 ANSWER ME when I call, O God of my righteousness (uprightness, justice, and right standing with You)! You
have freed me when I was hemmed in and enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me and hear my prayer. 2 O you
sons of men, how long will you turn my honor and glory into shame? How long will you love vanity and futility and seek after lies?
Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 3 But know that the Lord has set apart for Himself [and given distinction to] him who is godly
[the man of loving-kindness]. The Lord listens and heeds when I call to Him. 4 Be angry [or stand in awe] and sin not; commune with
your own hearts upon your beds and be silent (sorry for the things you say in your hearts). Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 5
Offer just and right sacrifices; trust (lean on and be confident) in the Lord. 6 Many say, Oh, that we might see some good! Lift up the
light of Your countenance upon us, O Lord. 7 You have put more joy and rejoicing in my heart than [they know] when their wheat and
new wine have yielded abundantly. 8 In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for You, Lord, alone make me dwell in safety and
confident trust.
Psalm 5:1-12 (AMP)
1 LISTEN TO my words, O Lord, give heed to my sighing and groaning. 2 Hear the sound of my cry, my King and
my God, for to You do I pray. 3 In the morning You hear my voice, O Lord; in the morning I prepare [a prayer, a sacrifice] for You and
watch and wait [for You to speak to my heart]. 4 For You are not a God Who takes pleasure in wickedness; neither will the evil [man]
so much as dwell [temporarily] with You. 5 Boasters can have no standing in Your sight; You abhor all evildoers. 6 You will destroy
those who speak lies; the Lord abhors [and rejects] the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 7 But as for me, I will enter Your house
through the abundance of Your steadfast love and mercy; I will worship toward and at Your holy temple in reverent fear and awe of
You. 8 Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; make Your way level (straight and right) before my face. 9 For
there is nothing trustworthy or steadfast or truthful in their talk; their heart is destruction [or a destructive chasm, a yawning gulf];
their throat is an open sepulcher; they flatter and make smooth with their tongue. 10 Hold them guilty, O God; let them fall by their
own designs and counsels; cast them out because of the multitude of their transgressions, for they have rebelled against You. 11 But
let all those who take refuge and put their trust in You rejoice; let them ever sing and shout for joy, because You make a covering
over them and defend them; let those also who love Your name be joyful in You and be in high spirits. 12 For You, Lord, will bless the
[uncompromisingly] righteous [him who is upright and in right standing with You]; as with a shield You will surround him with
goodwill (pleasure and favor).
Other Scripture references for each specific book of Psalm….
Psalm 4:4 Be angry [or stand in awe] and sin not; commune with your own hearts upon your beds and be silent (sorry for the things
you say in your hearts). Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!
Ephesians 4:26 (AMP) 26 When angry, do not sin; do not ever let your wrath (your exasperation, your fury or indignation) last until
the sun goes down.
And…..
Psalm 5:9 For there is nothing trustworthy or steadfast or truthful in their talk; their heart is destruction [or a destructive chasm, a
yawning gulf]; their throat is an open sepulcher; they flatter and make smooth with their tongue.
Romans 3:13 (AMP) Their throat is a yawning grave; they use their tongues to deceive (to mislead and to deal treacherously). The
venom of asps is beneath their lips.
Psalm 3
The third psalm is a psalm of David when he was fleeing from Absalom. Going over the Mount of Olives and out towards the Judean
wilderness on news that Absalom was coming with an army from Hebron. And David pours out his heart to the Lord.
LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me (Psa 3:1).
Absalom had been able to gather much of Judah against David.
Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God (Psa 3:2).
God won't help him now.
But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head (Psa 3:3).
O God, there a lot of people that have risen against me. A lot of people going around saying, "God won't help him now." But O God,
You are my shield. You are the one who lifts up my head. You're my glory.
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I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill (Psa 3:4).
Now, know all of the tension that is there. He is running. He doesn't know what the future holds; this could be it. But he said,
I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me (Psa 3:5).
He was able to sleep under these conditions.
I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about. Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God:
for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. Salvation belongs unto the
LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people (Psa 3:6-8).
So the psalm begins with a cry of despair from all of the trouble. Those which had risen up against him, those who had said there was
no hope. But he turns to God in this condition, and he is assured of God's strength and help. And the psalm ends, really, with a glorious
note of victory, "Salvation belongs to the Lord. Thy blessing is upon Thy people."
Psalm 4
The fourth psalm is to the chief musician on Neginoth. Now Neginoth is a stringed instrument, and it is mentioned in connection with
several of the Psalms--3, 5, 53, 54, 60, 66, and 75. So it is some kind of a stringed instrument that they had in those days. And so this
psalm was to be accompanied as they sang it with this particular stringed instrument. David probably wrote not just the psalm, but the
music, and also scored for the Neginoth so that the Neginoth player could play along the chords with them as they were singing.
Here me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my
prayer (Psa 4:1).
This is really a prayer of the evening. As David is calling unto God.
O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after deceitfulness [or deception]?
But know the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him. Stand in awe, and sin not:
commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still (Psa 4:2-4).
In the evening, just lying there, commune with your own heart, just be still before the Lord. Just let your heart be in communion with
Him.
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD. There be many that say, Who will show us any good? (Psa 4:5-6)
Now, again, in the last psalm he was talking about those that say there is no help for him in God. There are always those negative
people around. And there are always those who are going to say, "Who is going to show us any good?" David's answer,
LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. For thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn
and their wine increased (Psa 4:6-7).
That is, those people who are negative about God. "What good does it do to pray? What good does it do to worship God? Who's gonna
show you any good?" David says, "Lord, you have put happiness, gladness in my heart, more than theirs when they are in the midst of
their thanksgiving, their harvest, their wine."
I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me to dwell in safety (Psa 4:8).
So the glorious ability of the child of God to sleep even in the midst of problems, because of our trust in the Lord.
Psalm 5
Psalm 5 is a prayer of the morning. Psalm 4 was the prayer of the evening, and now for the morning.
Give ear unto my words, O LORD; consider my meditation. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I
pray. My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and look up (Psa 5:1-3).
This again is upon a Neginoth, the psalm of David. And he said,
For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee. The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou
hatest all of the workers of iniquity. Thou shalt destroy them that speak deceitfully: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man
(Psa 5:4-6).
Now the bloody, this is an old English kind of a word. Over in England to say, "You are a bloody bloke," is really a bad thing. Where's
Malcolm? He'll tell you that in England the word bloody is really a gutter type of word. You have got to really watch your language
when you go really from one culture to the other, because you can be saying things that are sort of weird.
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When I was over in England I was speaking to a group of ministers, and I was sharing with them a little bit about the history of Calvary
Chapel. And how before we came, the group of people that were praying whether or not to try to keep going or just to quit. And they
were discouraged; there were only about twenty-five people here. They had a little church down here on Church Street here in Costa
Mesa, and they had gone for a couple of years and were actually just deciding to whether or not to try to go or not. And so a prophecy
came to them. And in the prophecy the Lord said that, "Chuck Smith is going to come down and be your new pastor and the church is
going to be blessed. You are going to out grow this facility; you are going to have to move onto the bluff overlooking the bay. The church
will be going on the radio nationally and it will be known around the world." Twenty-five discouraged people ready to quit and a
prophecy like that, and you have the same attitude as the guy upon whom the king leaned when Elisha said, "Tomorrow they will be
selling a barrel of wheat for sixty cents in the gate of the city." And he said, "If God could open up the windows in heaven, could such a
thing be?" It seemed utterly impossible. The prophecy went on to say, "As soon as Chuck comes down, he's not going to like the church.
He is going to suggest that you remodel it. Remodel the platform and all." And, it was just an encouragement, "Get in and do it."
They didn't tell me anything about the prophecy. In fact, when I finally said, "Yes, I will come down," they called me back the next day
and they said, "Don't bother. We have decided to quit. We just have had it." I said, "Hey, I have already resigned. I'm on my way, you
know." So the first Sunday, all of us went out for lunch together to the Sizzler. And I took the napkin on the table, and I said to the guys,
"We really need to remodel the church, and here is what we need to do to the platform." And I began to draw on the napkin, remodeling
design for the church. Now, they didn't tell me about the prophecy. I didn't know anything about it, but they all began to get real excited.
They said, "That sounds great! Lets start this week." And I thought, "Wow! This is all right. I've got an eager crew here, you know."
And so I was relating this to the ministers in England how that I took out a napkin and I began to draw the plans on the napkin.
Afterwards my host over there said, "Um, in England we call baby diapers a napkin." So he said, "All of those ministers were giggling
because they pictured you drawing plans on a baby diaper." So it is interesting how one culture changes the thoughts and the meanings.
Of course, that's not quite as bad as when I was in New Guinea and I decided to use one of Romaine's phrases, but never again. As I, at
the close of the missionary conference, told those Wycliffe missionaries how the conference was just such a great blessing to us. I said,
"I've just been blessed out of my gourd since I have been here." Not realizing that New Guinea tribesmen often wear gourds over a
certain part of their body. The place broke up.
Now I don't know what the word bloody means really, but it's a dirty word in England. So being an English translation of a Hebrew word,
it's a word that doesn't really commentate to us the dirtiness of it, that it is. It is a dirty kind of a man. But it doesn't really connotate in
our minds. But David used it several times in the psalm concerning the deceitful man and the evil man. So he speaks, "The Lord will abhor
the bloody and the deceitful man." That will mean much more to an Englishman than it does you.
But as for me (Psa 5:7),
Now here is the contrast. Now, as I told you, poetry to them is contrasting ideas or the compounding of an idea. Here comes the contrast,
But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. Lead me, O
LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face. For there is no faithfulness in their mouth;
their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue. Destroy thou them, O God; let them
fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee (Psa 5:7-10).
Contrast.
But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defend them: let them also that love thy
name be joyful in thee (Psa 5:11).
This is a beautiful psalm, really. "Let all of these who put their trust in Thee rejoice." If you put your trust in the Lord, then you should be
rejoicing, shouting for joy. Why? Because God defends you. "Those that love Thy name, let them be joyful in Thee." God does want the
consciousness of our daily walk in life to be that of joy.
For thou, LORD, will bless the righteous; with favor will thou encircle him as with a shield (Psa 5:12).
(Through The Bible c 2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Bible commentaries,1979-1986)
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08 - Faith Has Eyes Only for Jesus: Tozer
IS SATAN GIVING YOU A HARD TIME in your life of faith—in the Christian race you are running? Expect it if you are a believing child of
God! Satan hates your God. He hates Jesus Christ. He hates your faith. You should be aware of the devil’s evil intentions. He wants you
to lose the victor’s crown in the race you have entered by faith through grace. The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews gives us good
New Testament counsel: Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
(Heb 12:1-2) The Holy Spirit, in giving us in the Bible a wide variety of encouragement, uses many figures to portray the believing
people of God. He lets us think of ourselves as farmers, plowing and planting and reaping. He lets us think of ourselves as carpenters,
planning and constructing. Again, He lets us think of ourselves as soldiers, bearing the strong armor of God and going forth to stand
against the enemy. But here, the Holy Spirit describes Christian believers as runners on the track, participants in the race of life. He
provides both strong warning and loving encouragement: there is always the danger of losing the race, but there is the victor’s reward
awaiting those who run with patience and endurance. There are important things each of us should know and understand about our
struggles as the faithful people of God. First, it is a fact that the Christian race is a contest. But the race is in no sense a competition
between believers or between churches! As we live the life of faith, we Christians are never to be in competition with other Christians.
The Bible makes this very plain. Christian churches are never told to carry on their proclamation of the Savior in a spirit of competition
with other churches.
Our contest is with Satan: All of us Christians have a common enemy, that old devil, Satan. As we stand together, pray together,
worship together, we repudiate him and his deceptions. He is our common foe, and he uses a variety of manipulations to hinder us in
our spiritual lives. When by faith we have entered this lifelong spiritual course, the Holy Spirit whispers, “Do you truly want to be
among the victors in this discipline?” When we breathe our “Yes! Yes!” He whispers of ways that will aid us and carry us to certain
victory. The Spirit tells us to throw off everything that would hinder us in the race. He tells us to be aware of the little sins and errors
that could divert us from the will of God as we run. But here is the important thing: He tells us to keep our eyes on Jesus, because He
alone is our pace setter and victorious example. In a very real sense, faith is fixing our eyes on Jesus, keeping Jesus in full view
regardless of what others may be doing all around us. This is excellent counsel, because as human beings we know we are not sufficient
in ourselves. It is in our nature to look out—to look beyond ourselves for help. This world is big and deadly, and we are too weak and
not wise enough to deal with it! It is also a human trait to look beyond ourselves for assurance. We hope to find someone worthy of
trust. We want someone who has made good, someone who has done what we would like to do. The Hebrews writer points us to the
perfect One, our eternal High Priest, seated now at the right hand of God. He is Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. He has
endured the cross and is now the eternal Victor and our Advocate in heaven.
Differences of opinion: One of my not-too-secret enjoyments is having a little fun with the human translators of the Scriptures. These
have been good men, I know. But as scholars and language experts, they sometimes seem confused. In the King James Version of this
text, for example, Jesus is called the Author and the Finisher of our faith. Other translators have called Him the Pioneer. One translator
simply says “the Starter and the Finisher of our faith.” Scholars in another version call Jesus” t he Leader and perfect Model of our
faith.” Still another translator suggests, “Jesus, the princely Leader and another describes Jesus as “the Forerunner and Finisher of our
faith.” Fortunately, we can put all of these suggestions together and come up with a clear, simple, forceful portrayal of Jesus. He is
Jesus Christ, our Lord, the Author and the Pioneer of our faith. He is the One upon whom the Christian faith rests. He is the One who
blazed the trail. He is the One who is leading us through life to a successful consummation. In these studies from Hebrews, we have
referred often to faith. The faith we are considering is not that which you might regard as your own personal faith. Jesus is more than
the Author of just your faith. He is the Author, the Pioneer, the Leader, the Perfecter of the faith subscribed to by our fathers through
out the long centuries. The faith of our fathers rests on the biblical teachings and truths concerning God and the person of Jesus Christ.
It is truth that God made the heavens and the earth, that God subsists in three persons, that God spoke to men through the prophets. It
is truth that God sent His one and only Son into the world in order that whoever believes in Him should not perish. It is truth that to
effect our salvation, Christ had to die and to rise again. It is truth that He is now at the right hand of the Father, that He is interceding
for His believing people, that He is coming back to take His people to be with Him forever. It is truth that God has promised a new
heaven and a new earth, that death will finally be put down, that the enemy of our souls will be destroyed. This, in brief outline, is the
faith of our fathers. Christ Jesus is the Author and Finisher of that faith, regardless of our personal attitudes or whether or not we
demonstrate perfect confidence. But Jesus helps us with that, too! It has been my experience that if we are fully acquainted with and
deeply moved by the truths on which our faith rests, our personal faith will spring up joyously in confidence and delight.
We have the perfect Model: Twenty centuries ago the Hebrew Christians were told to fix their eyes on Jesus, who for the joy set before
Him had endured the cross and scorned the shame. The physical pain and suffering Jesus endured are well known. He was beaten and
scourged until His back was raw. Thorns from the mock crown pressed into His brow. Nails were driven into His hands and feet. But we
should remember also the mental pain—the cruel psychological pain of shame and rejection. Jesus endured it all; He suffered it out. He
scorned the shame by looking down on it as something not worthy to be mentioned when set over against the glory that was to be
revealed. Jesus’ death in our stead and His resurrection from the grave are fundamental Christian doctrines on which all evangelicals
agree. I can preach these truths in any Bible conference anywhere and be assured that I will be invited back. But what could happen at
a Bible conference would be for some fellow to whisper to another, “Tozer seems to be getting over on the legalistic side!” This could
easily happen when I insist that our Lord Jesus Christ not only endured the cross and despised the shame, but He invites us to do the
same thing! After Jesus had rebuked Peter for saying that suffering and death could never come to the Son of Man,Jesus said to his
disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.” (Mat 16:24-25) When Jesus told His disciples that the hour had come for
the Son of Man to be glorified, He added: I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me. (Joh 12:24-26 a)
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Paul, after saying that some believers had been circumcised to avoid the persecution of Christ’s cross, continued: May I
never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Gal
6:14)
To those same readers he also said: I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.(Gal 2:20) How can there be any question
but that our Lord Jesus Christ identified us with Himself? Instead of putting the cross son that hill outside Jerusalem, Jesus puts the
cross in our lives, where it belongs!
We died with Christ: Evil-minded men hung Jesus on a wooden cross, just as Jesus had told His disciples they would. The salvation
of a lost world was at stake. When He died, His body was taken down and laid in a tomb. When He arose from the dead and ascended
to the right hand of God the Father, that wooden cross had no further meaning in the mind of God. None at all! Some Christian
churches are very enamored with splinters they say came from the wooden cross on which Jesus died. Apart from such dubious
claims, that old wooden cross is no longer in existence. I hope we realize that when we sing “The Old Rugged Cross.” But there
remains a very real cross. It is the cross you take and the cross I take as we follow our Lord Jesus who willingly took His cross. That
is why I say that our Lord identifies us with Himself. I find a deep, compelling message in the words of an old hymn no longer sung.
And I am concerned for the spiritual desire now seemingly lost with the hymn:
Oh, for that flame of living fire
Which shone so bright in saints of old,
Which bade their souls to heaven aspire,
Calm in distress, in danger bold.
Where is that Spirit, Lord, which dwelt
In Abram’s breast and sealed him Thine,
Which made Paul’s heart with sorrow melt
And glow with energy divine?

persecute
you; from
that age
(hopos)
That Spirit which
to ageye may be the children (huioi) of your Father which is in heaven; for He maketh
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. Be ye therefore
Proclaimed Thy love and taught Thy ways,
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
Brightened Isaiah’s vivid page
And breathed in David’s hallowed lays.
We have to ask, too, “Where is that Spirit, Lord?” Why must we cry in pathetic and plaintive manner, “Where is Thy Spirit,
Lord?” I think it is because we differ from the saints of old in our relation to the cross—our attitude toward the cross.
Half right, all wrong
In our modern gospel churches, Christians have decided where to put the cross. They have made the cross objective instead of
subjective. They have made the cross external instead of internal. They have made it institutional instead of experiential. Now, the
terrible thing is that they are so wrong because they are half right. They are right in making the cross objective. It was something
that once stood on a hill with a man dying on it, the just for the unjust. They are right that it was an external cross—for on that cross
God performed a judicial act that will last while the ages burn themselves out. So, they are half right. But here is where they are
wrong: They fail to see that there is a very real cross for you and me. There is a cross for every one of us—a cross that is subjective,
internal, experiential. Our cross is an experience within. It is a cross we voluntarily take, and it is hard, bitter, distasteful. But we
take our cross for Christ’s sake, and we are willing to suffer the consequences and despise the shame. This is where people accuse
Tozer of legalism, because I charge much of evangelicalism with this modern attitude: “Let the cross kill Jesus! Let Jesus do all the
dying! We will live on in our faith and be happy and have fun—and we will all get to heaven in the end!” But if we are serious about
the Christian faith and the demands of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will acknowledge that the cross on the hill must become the cross in
our hearts. When that cross on the hill has been transformed by the miraculous grace of the Holy Spirit into the cross in the heart,
then we begin to know something of its true meaning and it will become to us the cross of power.
The world is already dead
Let me remind you of something. In Paul’s word to the Galatians already referred to, Paul considers the world to be already dead. He
does not plead for it. He does not try to salvage anything out of it. Why was Paul willing to let the world go? I am sure I know the
answer. Paul’s love and interest and concern were for people. That is where ours should be, also. When John wrote that God so loved
the world, he did not mean that God loved Hollywood or the ball park or the music hall. God did not send Jesus to give us a legitimate
interest in the world’s organized society. He did not send Jesus so that we could participate in the world’s variety of fun and games.
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God’s love and concern are for people. He loves human beings made in His image, though now fallen and lost. When
I say that Paul followed Christ in reckoning the world dead, I only remind you that he was turning his back on this organized and
selfish
world.
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redeemed again. One of his brothers may redeem him. (Lev 25:47-48)
The gullible pigs have never learned. Wherever they are, they are still being led to the slaughter generation after generation. All it
takes is a supply of shelled corn! You may not like the illustration, but there are plenty of gullible people who have never recognized
why they are being kept so busy and so well entertained with the things that are amusing and fun. Paul said that he had caught on—
and he reckoned himself dead to this world and this world dead to him. I wonder how many of the saintly men and women who have
lived for Christ throughout the centuries were accused of narrowness and legalism and of being spoilers. I think they knew and
accepted the offense of the cross for what it is. I think they allowed the cross to kill their self-love, their self-confidence, their self-will,
their self-pity, their self-righteousness. I think they were faithful in keeping Jesus Christ in full view, looking away from themselves
and following Him all the way—even unto death.
They took the promises of God at face value. Their eyes were on the Lord and the city whose builder and maker is God. They
looked beyond the passing attractions of this world to see the lovely face of Jesus Christ shining in wonderful glory.

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 810-812)
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