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Worship Music
Blessings-Laura Story

God Father; in Jesus‘ name I ask it, Lord I ask that You touch and bless each person
today. Lord I pray they are thankful in this season for what they do have and not for
what they don‘t have. Fill each person with whom to bless and ho w, and whom to pray
for and ho w. Rekindle Your agape love in them and keep them, in Jesus‘ name. Amen.

Grace-Laura Story
Perfect Peace-Laura Story
There is Nothing-Laura Story
Love Never Fail-Brandon Heath

Scripture

Revelations 3 ( 2005)

Revelation 3:1-22 (A MP)
A ND TO the angel (messenger) of the assembly (church) in Sardis write: These are the words of
Him Who has the seven Spirits of God [the sevenfold Holy Spirit] and the seven stars: I know your
record and what you are doing; you are suppose d to be alive, but [in reality] you are dead.
2
Rouse yourselves and keep awake, and strengthen and invigorate what remains and is on the
point of dying; for I have not found a thing that you have done [any work of yours] meeting the
requirements of My God or perfect in His sight. 3 So call to mind the lessons you received and
heard; continually lay the m to heart and obey them, and repent. In case you will not rouse yourselves and keep awake and watch, I will come upon you like a thief, and you will not know or
suspect at w hat hour I will come. 4 Yet you still have a few [persons'] names in Sardis who have
not soiled their clothes, and they shall walk with Me in white, because they are worthy and deserving. 5 Thus shall he who conquers (is victorious) be clad in white garme nts, and I will not
erase or blot out his name from the Book of Life; I will acknowledge him [as Mine] and I will confess his name openly before My Father and before His angels. 6 He who is able to hear, let him
listen to and heed what the [Holy] Spirit says to the assemblies (churches). 7 A nd to the angel
(messenger) of the assembly (church) in Philadelphia write: These are the words of the Holy One,
the True One, He Who has the key of David, Who opens and no one shall shut, Who shuts and no
one shall ope n: 8 I know your [record of] works and what you are doing. See! I have set before
you a door wide open which no one is able to shut; I know that you have but little power, and yet
you have kept My Word and guarded My message and have not renounced or denie d My name.
9
Take note! I will make those of the synagogue of Satan w ho say they are Jews and are not, but
lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet and learn and acknowledge
that I have loved you. 10 Because you have guarded and kept My word of patient endurance [have
held fast the lesson of My patience with the expe ctant e ndurance that I give you], I also will keep
you [safe] from the hour of trial (testing) which is coming on the whole world to try those who
dwell upon the earth. 11 I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one may rob you
and deprive you of your crown. 12 He who overcomes (is victorious), I will make him a pillar in the
sanctuary of My God; he shall never be put out of it or go out of it, and I will write on him the
name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which descends from My
God out of heaven, and My own new name. 13 He who can hear, let him liste n to and heed what
the Spirit says to the asse mblies (churches). 14 A nd to the angel (messenger) of the assembly
(church) in Laodicea write: These are the words of the A men, the trusty and faithful and true Witness, the Origin and Be ginning and A uthor of God's creation: 1 5 I know your [record of] works and
what you are doing; you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! 16 So, because
you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of My mouth! 17 For you say, I am
rich; I have prospered and grown wealthy, and I am in nee d of nothing; and you do not realize
and understand that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 Therefore I counsel you
to purchase from Me gold refined and tested by fire, that you may be [truly] wealthy, and white
clothes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nudity from being seen, and salve to put on
1
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your eyes, that you may see. 19 Those whom I [dearly and tenderly] love, I tell their faults and convict and convince and reprove
and chasten [I discipline and instruct the m]. So be e nthusiastic and in earnest and burning with zeal a nd repent [changing your
mind a nd attitude]. 20 Behold, I sta nd at the door and knock; if anyone hears and listens to and heeds My voice and ope ns the door,
I will come in to him and will eat with him, and he [will eat] with Me. 21 He who overcomes (is victorious), I will grant him to sit beside Me on My throne, as I Myself overcame (was victorious) and sat down beside My Father on His throne. 22 He who is able to hear,
let him liste n to and heed what the [Holy] Spirit says to the assemblies (churches).
Revelation 3:1–6. The Letter to Sardis
Sardis was a ―dead‖ church that was alive in na me only—although there were a few who ―have not soiled their clothes‖ ( v. 4 ). To
such a church, Christ presented Himself as the Empowered One, who has the ―seven Spirits of God‖ ( v. 1 ) and can remove them
from heaven's roll. There are people in all types of churches today who call the mselves Christians but who do not know what it
means to become a new creature in Christ Jesus ( 2 Corinthians 5:17 ). This may be the reason that thousa nds of people are leaving
―dead‖ churches today and returning to Bible-ba sed, Gospel-preaching churches which are alive with the Spirit of Christ. I will
never blot out his na me from the book of life ( Revelation 2:5 ). True believers can rest assured that their name will remain in the
Book of Life and that Christ will be their advocate before God and all the host of heaven. The Book of Life records that our citizenship in heaven is confirmed.
The Seven Spirits ( Revelation 3 : 1 )
• Seven spirits shared in the greeting to the churches ( 1 : 4 ) . • Christ Himself dictated the seven letters ( 1 : 19 ) , yet each letter
was what the Spirit said ( 2 : 7 ) . • Later we see that seven spirits were before the throne ( 4 : 5 ) , and that the Lamb ‘ s seven eyes
were the seven spirits ( 5 : 6 ) .
The seven spirits seem to represent the sevenfold , or complete , operation of the Holy Spirit ,
the Spirit of Ch rist , the Spirit of God , all one and the sa me Spirit , in the f ullness of His power — the form in which Christ works in
and with His churches in the age between His first coming and His second coming .
The Presence of White in Revelation
• Jesus ’ head was “ white ” as snow ( 1 : 14 ) . • “ I will give him a white stone with a new name written on it ” ( 2 : 17 ) .
• “ They will walk with me , dressed in white ” ( 3 : 4 ) . • He who overcomes will be dressed in “ white ” ( 3 : 5 ) .
• Heaven ’ s citizens will be clothed in “ w hite ” ( 3 : 18 ) . • The 24 elders were dressed in “ white ” ( 4 : 4 ) .
• The martyrs wore “ white ” robes ( 6 : 11 ) . • Redeemed multitudes were arrayed in “ white ” robes ( 7 : 9 ) .
• Robes made “ white ” in the blood of the lamb ( 7 : 14 ) . • The Lord will come on a “ white ” horse ( 19 : 11 ) .
• His armies , clothed in “ white , ” will be on “ white ” horses ( 19 : 14 ) .
White is the color of dazzling light , in opposition to darkness and night . It may reflect purity and innocence , but more often joy
and triumph . God dwells in light unapproachable ( 1 Timothy 6 : 16 ) . Jesus ‘ garments in the Transfiguration were white
( Mark 9 : 3 ) .
The Book of Life
• “ I will never blot out his na me from the book of life ” ( 3 : 5 ) . • The beast ’ s followers are not in the book of life ( 13 : 8 ; 17 : 8 )
• Those not in book of life were thrown into the lake of fire ( 20 : 12 , 15 ) . • Heaven is inhabited only by those written in the book
of life ( 21 : 27 ) . • Daniel ( 12 : 1 ) and Malachi ( 3 : 16 ) spoke of heaven ‘ s the book of records .
Exodus ( 32 : 32 – 33 ) refers to a divine ledger .
Revelation 3:7–13. The Letter to Philadelphia
The church in Philadelphia was a humble but faithful church, content to exe mplify the life of Jesus in the midst of a paga n and corrupt society. The name ―Philadelphia‖ means ― brotherly love.‖ They were lovers of God's Word and intent on keeping it. They were
greatly beloved of the Lord—He speaks not a word of reproof to them. A n open door that no one can shut ( v. 8 ). God had wa rned
the churches of Ephesus and Sardis against being proud of their influential standing. Here He cautions the church in Philadelphia
not to be discouraged because they ―have little strength‖ (perhaps referring to a small church membership), for God is not dependent on worldly prestige.
Philadelphia
Philadelphia was a Lydian city founded by A ttalus II Philadelphus ( 159 – 138 b . c . ) . The city was an outpost of Hellenism in A natolia . It lies on a broad , low , easily defende d hill , which ex plains why Philadelphia was the last city of A sia Minor to fall to the
Turks in a . d 1390 . The district is disastrously seismic , a nd the great earthquake of a . d 17 that also hit Sardis ruined it completely
. Placed right above the fault , Philadelphia was tormented for 20 years by recurrent quakes after the disaster of a . d 17 . This may
be the basis for the ima gery of Revelation 3 : 12 ( ― a pillar , ‖ ― go no more out , ‖ ― a new name ‖ ) . The ― new name ‖ is certainly a
reference to the proposal to rename the city Ne ocaesarea in gratitude for Tiberius ‘ s generous earthquake relief . The district was
vine - growing and a ce nter , in conseque nce , of the worship of Dionysus , the god of wine and intoxication .
Kept from trial ( Revelation 3:10 ). The church in Smyrna had been told that they were to suffer persecution ( 2:10 ). The church in
Philadelphia is given the promise that they will be kept from suffering. Both were faithful churches. However, God does not de al
with all in the sa me way, but with each as He Himself knows best, beyond our understanding until we reach the other shore.
The new name ( 3:12 ). In 2:17 , a ―new name‖ seemed to refer to unimaginable joys to be realized in heaven. Here, he that overcomes will receive God's own name. It is a sign of ownership a nd a mark of citizenship. In the sa me way, followers of the beast receive the mark of their master ( 13:16–17 ). Each of us belongs either to the Lord or to the beast.
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Revelation 3:14–22. The Letter to Laodicea
The church of Laodicea was a lukewarm church. Its me mbers were materially prosperous, but God tells them that He sees the m as
spiritually wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked. Spit you out of my mouth ( v. 16 ). A pretty strong expression of indignant
disapproval of the lukewarm church. From this stateme nt one would think that Christ prefers outright opposition to lukewarmne ss.
Laodicea has been spewed out of his mouth. I stand at the door and knock ( v. 20 ). This is a strange picture: Christ Hims elf on the
outside, asking to be let in to one of His own churches. In measure, it is true of many churches of today, operating in the n ame of
Christ but with Christ Himself little in evide nce. Sit with me on my throne ( 3:21 ). That is, share with Christ the glory o f His kingdom. The unfailing repetition in every letter that final blessedness is only for those who overcome seems to imply that many who
had started in the Christian way were, one way or another, falling by the wayside. and Philadelphia, the two cities with goo d
churches, are still flourishing cities today (Izmir and A lasehir in Turkey). Sardis and Laodicea, the two cities with bad churches, are
now deserted and uninhabited sites.
The Typical Significance of the Seven Churches
seven churches may have been chosen as representing a fair cross-section of churches of that generation. They may also be ty pical,
in varying degrees, of churches in all ge nerations, in varying stages of maturity and apostasy, infiltrated to varying degree s by
worldly traditions, each church largely the product of its leadership, with varying proportions of faithf ul leaders and faithful saints,
and many congregations a pitiful mixture of church and world, of true and false. seven churches may also be sy mbolic referen ces
to the individual believer, who is a temple of the Holy Spirit ( 1 Corinthians 6:19 ). Perhaps the conditions of the seven ch urche s
could also apply to the ―Christian‖ or ―not so Christian‖ walk of each individual church me mber —for we are many parts that form
one body ( 1 Corinthians 12:12 ). It is the individual me mber within the se churche s (―He who has an ear‖) to whom Jesus is sp eaking. It is the individual church member who must ―overcome.‖ Jesus says, ―To him who overcomes‖:
―I will give the right to eat from the tree of life which is in the paradise of God‖ ( Revelation 2:7 ). • I ―will not be hu rt at all by the
second death‖ ( 2:11 ). • ―I will give some of the hidde n manna. I will also give a white stone with a new name written on i t,
known only to Him who receives it‖ ( 2:17) • ―I will give authority over the nations—‗He will rule them with an iron scepter; h e will
dash the m to piece s like pottery'—just as I have received authority from my Father. I will also give him the morning star‖ ( 2: 26–
28 ). • I ―will, like them [the worthy believers of Sardis] be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the boo k of life,
but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels‖ ( 3:5 –6 ). • ―I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Nev er
again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the mane of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which i s coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name‖ ( 3:12 ). • ―I [Jesus] will give the right to sit with
me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne‖ ( 3:21 ). to God! May we all be worthy!
(Halley‘s Bible Handbook; Henry Halley; 2000; Bible History & commentaries; Zonderson; pages 922 -926)
Sardis, Philadelphia, Laddicea: VV1-5 Sardis is the dead Protestant church that kept too many of the pagan rituals and holidays of
the churches of Thyatira and Pergamos after the Reformation. V7 Philadelphia is the faithful church in the last days. V8 Phil ade lphia
has a little strength, places importance on God‘s Word, and has not denied Jesus as God‘s Son. V10 God‘s promise to keep His
Church from the Tribulation. V14 Jesus is the origin of God‘s creation, the creative force of God. V17 The Laodiceans were lu kewarm
because they truste d in materialism. They thought they were rich and secure, but Jesus said they were ― poor, blind, and nake d.‖
V19-20 The cure for the lukewarm church: 1. chaste ning, 2. to be zealous for God and to repent, 3. to ope n their hearts to Go d.
(New Testament Study Guide ; The Word For Today; Chuck Smith; 2005; commentaries; page 195)
We all need to hear from God each day about many different issues, but there are critical times in our lives when we especial ly need
to know we are hearing clearly from Him. God wants to speak to us, but we have to be careful that we do not develop a closed
mindset about how He wants to speak to us. Sometimes God speaks by opening or closing a door to something we want to do, as
Revelation 3:7 suggests. God can ope n doors of opportunity that no one can close , and He can also close doors that we simply cannot open. I pray that God will ope n only the doors through which He wants me to pass. I may sincerely think something is righ t to
do, when it may be wrong; therefore, I depend on God to close doors I am trying to walk through if I am in fact making a mist ake:
"A man's mind plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps and makes them sure" ( Proverbs 16:9). Sometimes the only way to discover God's will is to practice what I call "stepping out and finding out." If I pray about a situation and do not feel sure about what
I should do, I take a step of faith. God has show n me that trusting Him is like standing before the automatic door to a super market.
We can stand and look at the door all day, but it will not open until we take a step forward and trigger the mechanism that o pe ns
the door. There are times in life when we must take a step forward in order to find out—one way or the other—what we should do.
Some doors will never open unless we take a step toward them. A t other times we may take a step and find that God will not op en
the door. If we trust Him for guidance, and the door opens easily, we can trust that He is leading us to enter into the oppor tunity
before us. In 1 Corinthians 16:9 Paul states that God opene d a wide door of opportunity for him and his companions. He also mentions that there were many adversaries, so we must not mistake opposition for a closed door. Paul and his coworkers did not s it and
wait for an angel to appear or a vision to be given to them while praying for direction. They took steps in the direction the y felt was
correct. Many times God did open the door, but there were times when He closed the door. This did not discourage them. They w ere
not afraid of "missing God." They were men of faith and action. They also knew to back off quickly when it became evident that God
was not permitting the m to follow their own plan. I encourage you to be the same way. Take the steps you believe you need to take
in life and see if God opens or shuts the doors. ( Word 9 Software; 2005; Bibles; concordance; Sermons of past pastor s; history; Devotionals )
( The Everyday Life Bible; Amplified; 2005; Joyce Meyers; Scripture; commentaries; pages 2124-2128)
Psa 119:105
Thy word [is] a lamp unto
my feet, and a light unto my path.
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