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Mark 12:1-44 (AMP)
1 AND [Jesus] started to speak to them in parables [with comparisons and illustrations]. A man planted a vineyard and put a hedge
around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower and let it out [for rent] to vinedressers and went into another country. 2
When the season came, he sent a bond servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 But they took him
and beat him and sent him away without anything. 4 Again he sent to them another bond servant, and they stoned him and wounded
him in the head and treated him shamefully [sending him away with insults]. 5 And he sent another, and that one they killed; then many
others—some they beat, and some they put to death. 6 He had still one left [to send], a beloved son; last of all he sent him to them,
saying, They will respect my son. 7 But those tenants said to one another, Here is the heir; come on, let us put him to death, and [then]
the inheritance will be ours. 8 And they took him and killed him, and threw [his body] outside the vineyard. 9 Now what will the owner
of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants, and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not even read this [passage of]
Scripture: The very Stone which [after putting It to the test] the builders rejected has become the Head of the corner [Cornerstone]; 11
This is from the Lord and is His doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 12 And they were trying to get hold of Him, but they were afraid
of the people, for they knew that He spoke this parable with reference to and against them. So they left Him and departed. 13 But they
sent some of the Pharisees and of the Herodians to Him for the purpose of entrapping Him in His speech. 14 And they came up and said
to Him, Teacher, we know that You are sincere and what You profess to be, that You cannot lie, and that You have no personal bias for
anyone; for You are not influenced by partiality and have no regard for anyone's external condition or position, but in [and on the basis
of] truth You teach the way of God. Is it lawful (permissible and right) to give tribute (poll taxes) to Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay
[them] or should we not pay [them]? But knowing their hypocrisy, He asked them, Why do you put Me to the test? Bring Me a coin (a
denarius), so I may see it. 16 And they brought [Him one]. Then He asked them, Whose image (picture) is this? And whose
superscription (title)? They said to Him, Caesar's. 17 Jesus said to them, Pay to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things
that are God's. And they stood marveling and greatly amazed at Him. 18 And [some] Sadducees came to Him, [of that party] who say
there is no resurrection, and they asked Him a question, saying, 19 Teacher, Moses gave us [a law] that if a man's brother died, leaving a
wife but no child, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20 Now there were seven brothers; the first one
took a wife and died, leaving no children. 21 And the second [brother] married her, and died, leaving no children; and the third did the
same; 22 And all seven, leaving no children. Last of all, the woman died also. 23 Now in the resurrection, whose wife will she be? For the
seven were married to her. 24 Jesus said to them, Is not this where you wander out of the way and go wrong, because you know neither
the Scriptures nor the power of God? 25 For when they arise from among the dead, [men] do not marry nor are [women] given in
marriage, but are like the angels in heaven. 26 But concerning the dead being raised—have you not read in the book of Moses, [in the
passage] about the [burning] bush, how God said to him, I am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob? 27 He is
not the God of [the] dead, but of [the] living! You are very wrong. 28 Then one of the scribes came up and listened to them disputing
with one another, and, noticing that Jesus answered them fitly and admirably, he asked Him, Which commandment is first and most
important of all [in its nature]? 29 Jesus answered, The first and principal one of all commands is: Hear, O Israel, The Lord our God is
one Lord; 30 And you shall love the Lord your God out of and with your whole heart and out of and with all your soul (your life) and out
of and with all your mind (with your faculty of thought and your moral understanding) and out of and with all your strength. This is the
first and principal commandment. 31 The second is like it and is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these. 32 And the scribe said to Him, Excellently and fitly and admirably answered, Teacher! You have said
truly that He is One, and there is no other but Him; 33 And to love Him out of and with all the heart and with all the understanding [with
the faculty of quick apprehension and intelligence and keenness of discernment] and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as
oneself, is much more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 34 And when Jesus saw that he answered intelligently (discreetly
and having his wits about him), He said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. And after that no one ventured or dared to ask
Him any further question. 35 And as Jesus taught in [a porch or court of] the temple, He said, How can the scribes say that the Christ is
David's Son? 36 David himself, [inspired] in the Holy Spirit, declared, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand until I make Your
enemies [a footstool] under Your feet. 37 David himself calls Him Lord; so how can it be that He is his Son? Now the great mass of the
people heard [Jesus] gladly [listening to Him with delight]. 38 And in [the course of] His teaching, He said, Beware of the scribes, who
like to go around in long robes and [to get] greetings in the marketplaces [public forums], 39 And [have] the front seats in the
synagogues and the chief couches (places of honor) at feasts, 40 Who devour widows' houses and to cover it up make long prayers. They
will receive the heavier [sentence of] condemnation. 41 And He sat down opposite the treasury and saw how the crowd was casting
money into the treasury. Many rich [people] were throwing in large sums. 42 And a widow who was poverty-stricken came and put in
two copper mites [the smallest of coins], which together make half of a cent. 43 And He called His disciples [to Him] and said to them,
Truly and surely I tell you, this widow, [she who is] poverty-stricken, has put in more than all those contributing to the treasury. 44 For
they all threw in out of their abundance; but she, out of her deep poverty, has put in everything that she had—[even] all she had on
which to live.
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Shall we turn to the twelfth chapter of the gospel of Matthew?
Jesus was not one to follow traditions. He's already pointed out in the Sermon on the Mount, that through their interpretation of the
law, they have thoroughly disallowed the law, for the purposes that God intended it. For they were interpreting the law after a physical
sense. "Thou shalt not kill," interpreting that as clubbing your enemy to death. But Jesus said, no, really if you have hatred in your heart
for your brother, you're guilty. It isn't just the outward action that the law was intended to speak to, but the inner emotions that so
often provoked the outward action. Sin begins in the mind, the attitudes and from the attitudes come the actions. God is not interested
in our just curbing the wrong actions, God is interested in our heart, and the inner attitudes from which actions spring.
Now the result of their misinterpreting of the law was that they had developed a very great sense of self righteousness, and with it a
spiritual pride, where they set themselves in sort of a spiritual élites little category. And everybody else is on common sinner level, and
they look down from their perches at the common sinners with this stain. When they walked down the streets they held their robes
tightly against them, because they didn't want their robe accidentally to swish out and brush against you, lest they be defiled with your
filth. Very self-righteous, the attitude itself was detained by Jesus. And when we move along in Matthew, some of the heaviest words of
condemnation and all I have ever heard.
You ask my little granddaughter what does grandpa do and she'll go... And now I am very self-conscious of it.
So they had sought to interpret the law. And in their endeavor to interpret the law, they had a field day with the Sabbath law, because
the Sabbath law declared that they were not to bear any burdens on the Sabbath day. And so it was necessary for them to constitute
what was bearing a burden. And it was decided that if you had lost your leg and had a wooden leg, that you could not use that on the
Sabbath day, because that would indeed be bearing a burden. Well they went further then that. If you had false teeth, you could not
wear them on the Sabbath day, because that also would be bearing a burden. As far as I know, false eyelashes weren't in at those times,
but I would imagine they would have had to have ruled on that too.
Now in trying to fine-tune this law down, they lost the meaning of it entirely and Jesus cared not for their fanciful interpretations. He
did not follow their traditions. In fact, He opposed their traditional interpretations, and thus He created a lot of ranker. And they were
constantly getting after Jesus, because of His violation of the Sabbath law.
Now Christ is the fulfillment of the law, we are told. And one of the problems, one of the first problems that arose in the early church
when there were many Gentiles who began to be converted and to become a part of the early church, the question arose, does a gentile
have to become a Jew in order to be saved? In other words, if you are to be saved as a Gentile, must you be circumcised and keep the
law of Moses? And there were many of the Jews in the church that took that position and some of them came down to the Gentile
church in Antioch that had been established by Paul the apostle. And they began to create a division in the church in Antioch, saying that
unless you are circumcised and keep the law of Moses, you can't be saved. And this was one of the first problems that arose in the
church.
Paul and Barnabas came back with certain brethren to Jerusalem with these agitators in order that the church might make a ruling on
this issue. And in the Acts of the apostles we read, how that it became the conclusion of the ruling body of the early church, that the law
was not really intended for the Gentile believers nor was it essential to their salvation, that it was possible for God's Spirit to work in the
heart of a man apart from the law. And so they were told to just keep themselves from idols and things strange, and if you do this you
do well. God bless you.
In determining what relationship the Gentile church should have to the law, there was no declaration were you've got to keep the
Sabbath, and no laying on then all of the aspects of the Sabbath law. But we are told rather in Hebrews that Christ is our rest. The
Sabbath was for rest. Now really God intended you to stay in bed all day, that you just flake out for one day a week. Don't do anything
just kick back and rest. And surely our body needs a day of complete rest. But it was made for man, because man needs rest.
So here in chapter twelve, the beginning, we find Jesus in one of His controversies with the religious rulers, once again the issues over
the Sabbath day.
And at that time Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the corn, [that is the corn of wheat, they called the little ripened wheat, the
corn], and the disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck the ears of corn and to eat them. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said
unto him, Behold your disciples do that which is not lawful to do on the Sabbath day. And he said unto them, Have you not read what
David did, when he was hungry, and those that were with him; how he entered into the house of God, and did eat the showbread, which
was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priest (Mat 12:1-4)?Now when David was fleeing
from Saul he came to the Tabernacle of God. He went in to the priest, and he took the showbread, which only the priest were to eat, but
David and his men were hungry. And so David took it, and he fed his men. Now that was not lawful for David to do; however, God has
established the law, true, that only the priests were to eat the showbread, but here is a man who is in physical need, and there is a
higher law of God that ministers to men's physical needs. If a man is starving, if a man is hungry, then there are those higher laws that
deal with the preservation of life.Have you not read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days the priests in the temple profaned the
Sabbath and are blameless? (Mat 12:5)I probably work harder on Sunday then any other day of the week, yet blameless. In other
words, if a person wants to be technical on those things, the priests worked on the Sabbath days, but yet they were blameless. So they
bore burdens, they bore the sacrifices and all.But I say unto you, That in this place there is one who is greater than the temple [referring
to Himself] (Mat 12:6). And if the priest could labor in the temple and not be guilty of violating the Sabbath, surely His disciples could
labor with Him on the Sabbath day.
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of blowing the dust off the scales before you weighed it in order to show how honest you
were. So it's a figure of speech that Isaiah used that would be very vivid and picturesque to the people 'cause they could see the
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Isn't a man better then a sheep? (Mat 12:12)
To help someone in need is more important then helping an animal in need.
Wherefore [He said] is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days (Mat 12:12).
Well, of course it would be. You couldn't say that it was not lawful to do good on the Sabbath days.
So He said to the man, Stretch forth your hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, just like the other. And the
Pharisees went out, and they held council against him, how they might destroy him (Mat 12:13-14).
This is too much. He is violating our traditions. He is putting us down. At this rate all of our righteous acts are gonna be wiped out;
and so, their council is to destroy Him.
But when Jesus knew it, [rather than a confrontation at this time] he withdrew himself (Mat 12:15)
Jesus deliberately avoided confrontation until the time came, when He was to be crucified and so He withdrew.
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and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all. And he commanded that they should not make Him known. In order that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, who said, Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my
soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he will show judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall
any man hear is voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he sends forth
judgement unto victory. And in his name shall the Gentiles trust (Mat 12:15-21).
So here was the prophesy of Isaiah who was proclaiming, actually that the Gospel is gonna be declared ultimately to the Gentiles, and
Israel, the bruised reed, the smoking flax. The Lord is not going to face them with a direct confrontation, just to withdraw Himself. He is
not there to destroy the bruised reed, but He is there to minister to those who will harken. Then there was brought unto him one who
was possessed with the devil, he was blind, he was dumb: and Jesus healed him, insomuch that the blind and the dumb both spake and
saw. And all the people were amazed, and they said, Is not this the son of David? (Mat 12:22-23) That is prophetically, where God
promised unto David that of his seed should the Messiah come. "Is not this the Messiah, the son of David?" The title used for the Messiah.
But when the Pharisees heard, they said, This fellow doeth not cast out devils, but by [the lord of the flies] Beelzebub the prince of the
devils. And Jesus knew their thoughts, and he said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every
city or house that is divided against itself shall not stand: And if Satan is casting out Satan, he is divided against himself; and how then
shall his kingdom stand? (Mat 12:24-26) So their whole philosophy was shut down by just a few words of logic. Satan couldn't be casting
out Satan, otherwise he's divided his kingdom and he's gonna fall.
And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges. But if I cast out
devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. Or else who can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his
goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. He that is not with me is against me; and he th at gathereth
not with me is scattering abroad (Mat 12:27-30). So Jesus in the answer in response to the accusation of the Pharisees, that He by the
power of Satan is casting out Satan, declares to them, that this is inconsistent, that he is binding the strong man of the house, in order
that He might spoil it. But then He declares, look, there is no neutral ground. And I think this is important that we note. "He that is not
with me is against me." You see He doesn't leave any neutral ground for you to stand on.
What think ye of Christ, whose Son is He? That's basically the question. He doesn't leave you some little neutral corner here in which to
stand, well, I really don't know that I have made a firm decision. Well, no decision is a decision. No decision is a "no" decision. "He that is
not for me," He said, "is against me." You can't be neutral concerning Christ. He is too radical. He doesn't allow you any neutrality. You
are for Him, or you are against Him. If you are not for Him, you are against Him. You cannot take a place of neutrality in regards to Jesus
Christ; if you're not gathering, than your scattering. Now because they had accused Him of doing His works by the power of Satan, He
warns them against the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. Because by this accusation they are showing evidences that they are approaching
that horrible sin for which there is no forgiveness. Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men: but
the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven men. If you speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven: but
whosoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come (Mat 12:31-32).
Two weeks ago on Sunday morning we took the Sunday morning with this lesson on the sin against the Holy Spirit and what it is. And if
you weren't here, I would recommend that you get that tape, because we went into a full exposition of what constitutes the sin against
the Holy Spirit. Basically, it is the refusal to harken to the work of the Spirit within your life. For Jesus said, "when the Spirit comes He is
not going to testify of Himself, He is gonna testify of me" (John 15:26). "And He is going to reproof the world of sin, of righteousness, and
of judgement." And then He said, "of sin, because they do not believe on me" (John 16:8-9). The work of the Holy Spirit is to convict men
of sin, by revealing to man the answer for his sin, even Jesus Christ. God has made only one provision for your forgiveness. Only one
provision for the putting away of your sin and your guilt, and that provision is in and through His only begotten Son. And the Spirit of God
comes to bear witness to us of this fact. That there is only one way you can have forgiveness of your sin, and that is by the receiving of
the Son of God, Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.
Now if you continually refuse that work of the Holy Spirit in your heart revealing Jesus Christ to you, reproving you of your sin, because
you do not believe in Him; if you continue in that mode, there is no forgiveness, because God has provided no other way for men to be
saved. As Peter said, "neither is there Salvation in any other, for there is no other name given among men, whereby we must be saved"
(Acts 4:12). So for you to reject God's provision for your sins through the death of His Son, leaves God no alternative. There is no
forgiveness for you, not in this world or in the world to come. Because God has made only one provision for men's sin; the Holy Spirit
bears witness to your heart of that truth. To refuse to believe, to refuse to accept the witness of the Spirit, is ultimately to blaspheme
against the Spirit.Now as you are progressing in this position against Jesus Christ, ultimately as you are faced with indisputable evidence
that Jesus is indeed all that He said He is, by the power of His name, and of His life and you're faced with evidence that you can not deny,
because you have continued this rejection mode so long; you've got to somehow now rationalize or explain this obvious evidence for the
fact that He is indeed the Son of David, the Messiah.And the Pharisees having adopted this mode of rejection of Jesus, were coming close
to the place of no return. When they said, "He is doing those works by the power of the devil", now they're beginning to deny obvious
evidence. And when a person comes to that place in his rejection of Jesus Christ, where he begins to deny this obvious evidence that God
puts in his path, and begins to try to explain away the evidence that God is placing before him, that person is coming close to that place
testified in John 12:38, where the Pharisees finally came; therefore, they could not believe. He comes to that place where it's impossible
for him to change, to believe, to turn around the mode he has established, and he's gone to far down the road, and there is n o turning
back and the denial of obvious evidence, which was when they began to attribute the works of Jesus Christ to Satan. Because how are
you gonna explain the fact that this demon-possessed man is now talking, he is now seeing; whereas before he was dumb and he was
blind? Evidence that they cannot deny. He is standing there before them talking. And so they have to give some explanation. Denying the
evidence before them, you're getting close. Now Jesus said, Either make the tree good, or his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt,
and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. O generation of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? for out of the
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abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things: and an evil man out
of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto you, That every idle word that man shall speak, they shall give an account
thereof in the day of judgement. So by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. Then certain of the
scribes and Pharisees answered, and they said, Master, we would like you to show us a sign (Mat 12:33-38). Now here they had just
denied the sign that they had just seen. When the man was brought to Jesus possessed with the devil, blind and dumb, they had seen
that. They had seen the man with the withered hand; they'd watched him stretch it forth. And now they have the audacity to say to
Jesus, "why don't you show us a sign, proof that you're the Messiah." And he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign; but there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonah: For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. And the men of
Nineveh shall rise in judgement with this generation, and will condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and, behold,
a greater then Jonah is here (Mat 12:39-41). Now in this short little answer of Jesus to the Pharisees, He affirms three biblical facts that
are often denied by those who refer to themselves as higher critics. Those who have presumed to have the authority to tell you what
parts of the Bible you can believe, and what parts you cannot believe. Which parts are genuine, which parts are spurious. Which parts
are inspired, which parts are uninspired, which is truth, and which is myth. And one of the stories in the Bible that has received some of
the greatest criticism by these higher critics, is the story of Jonah. But as I've said the only problem that a person has with Jonah is not
the fact that Jonah was swallowed by a great fish, but their problem is deeper than that, their problem is their concept of God. If you
have a right concept of God, you have no problem with the story of Jonah. Even if it said, God prepared a minnow to swallow it, rather
than a great fish, for God can do anything. And so it is your concept of God that is your problem, not the story of Jonah. And one of the
basic problems of man is his concept of God. And that problem exists because man has a tendency of creating his own god. And when a
man creates his own god, he creates his god as a projection of himself to immensity. And there is always that, if I were God, this is how I
would have done it, this is how I would have managed it. This is how I would have worked it out, if I were God. And there are many
people who have difficulty with the revelation that God has given of Himself. Because there are aspects of that revelation that differ with
their own ideas and concepts of how they would judge, or how they would govern the universe. Or how they would create men, how they
would deal with free moral agency, how they would deal with choice. How they would deal with all of these aspects that God is--had to
deal with when He created us. And so there are many who reject God's revelation of Himself, preferring their own concepts, preferring
really to worship themselves. As we told you a couple of weeks ago, there are only two burdens that men have, and one is to do the will
of God, and the other is to do the will of himself. Jesus said, "my yoke is easy, my burden is light" (Mat 11:30). What was His burden? To
do the will of the Father. What's your burden? To do your own will. Heavy, isn't it? He said," come onto me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, I'll give you rest" (Mat 11:28).
Now David observed how that the men had made their own gods. He said, "they've taken the little pieces of wood, and they've carved
them out." And of course you've all seen pictures of the gods that have been created by the pagans, grotesque little creatures that they
carve out of wood. Or they sometimes will mold, using gold or other metals, and they make their little god. And they set it up, and they
put the candles around it, and they burn their incense to it, and they bow before it, and often their prayers and so forth, and that's their
god. But as David observed the gods that they made, and he said, "eyes they have, but they cannot see. Ears they have, but they cannot
hear. Feet they have, but they cannot walk. Mouth the have, but they cannot speak."
You see David observes that man has made a god like himself. Why do you put eyes in your god? Because you've got eyes. Why do you
put ears in your god? Because you've got ears and make your god like yourself, but less then yourself, because the little wooden image
here that you've made and you're worshiping. Though you've put ears on it, those ears can't hear. Though you put a mouth on it, it can't
talk. So you made it less then yourself.
But David made one further observation. They that have made them have become like the gods that they made. If you make a dumb little
god, you become dumb. If your god is insensate, you become like your god, you soon become insensate to the voice of God. You no
longer hear the voice of God. You no longer see the work of God. You no longer sense the presence of God. You've become insensate,
because you've been worshiping an insensate god. Some person says, well, I've never seen God. You're insensate. I've never felt the
presence of God because your god is insensate, and you've become insensate.
It's a horrible curse that a man becomes like his god, if his god is false. It's a tremendous blessing that a man becomes like his God, if his
God is true. Beloved now are we the sons of God, it doesn't yet appear what we are gonna be, but we know when He appears we're
gonna be like Him. Why? Because man becomes like his God. They that have made them, have become like the gods that that they have
made. A man becomes like his god.
And we with open face beholding the glory of the Lord, are changed from glory to glory into the same image, as we are being conformed
by the Spirit into the image of Jesus Christ, becoming like our God. And we should becoming more like Him every day. And if we are truly
worshiping Him and serving Him, that will be the case in our lives.
Jesus here affirms the authenticity of the story of Jonah, as a historic fact. If you have the right concept of God, you'll have no problems.
If you don't have the right concept of God, your problems are just starting.
The second thing Jesus affirms is His resurrection, after three days and three nights. This is another thing that has been the target of the
higher critics of the Bible, the denial of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And yet He affirms it. The third thing He affirms is the final
resurrection of everyone, small, and great to stand before the judgement bar of God. All men of all ages will one day stand before God, no
escaping.
The men of Nineveh will rise with this generation (Mat 12:41).
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There will be that general resurrection from the dead that Daniel tells us about in the twelfth chapter of the book of Daniel, where he there
declares, "And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth, shall awake. Some to everlasting life, some to shame, and everlasting
contempt" (Daniel 12:2).
And of course in Revelation John gives us a very graphic description of this resurrection. "And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat
on it, from whose face the earth and heaven fled away; for there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out o f those
things, which were written in the books according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every men according to their works" (Revelation 20:11-13).
So the day of Judgement, the resurrection, and Jesus again affirms that, declaring that the men of Nineveh will rise with this generation,
and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah.
Jonah was a bitter prophet. Jonah was filled with hatred. He had no love for the people that he was ministering to, but he had a deep
resentment and hatred for them, and resented deeply his being there ministering to them. He had done his best to escape this job. He was
coerced. Now someone said, God will not force you to go against your will, but He is able to make you willing to go, and such was the case
of Jonah. I mean after three days and three nights in that hot humid whale, he had it. Seaweed wrapped around his head, the waves, he
said, sloshing over him. In a mammal it would be 98:6 degrees, humidity is tremendous. He said, I've had it, I'll go. Now the Lord really
didn't force him to go against his will, but He sure had a way of making him willing to go.
But much like the little kid whose dad said sit down, and the little kid just stood there. And he said, "I told you sit down." And the little kid
still stood there, and he finally started toward him as he is pulling off his belt, and he said, "I said sit down," and the little kid sat down.
And he said, "I may be sitting down on the outside, but I am still standing on the inside."
He was still reluctant. He still didn't want to go. And he preached one monotonous message, forty days, and comes destruction. And the
king called for a general fast. He put on sackcloth and ashes. They prayed, they said, "who can tell the Lord may be merciful." And they
repented at the preaching of Jonah, a miracle. And here these people with Jesus coming with love and compassion, rejecting Him. Oh yes,
you bet the men of Nineveh will point a finger of accusation, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and that generation was
refusing the message of Jesus.
The queen of the south [the queen of Sheba] shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, [general resurrection from the dead] and
she will condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than
Solomon is here (Mat 12:42).
There is absolutely no excuse for the rejecting of Jesus Christ. No excuse. He is God's provision for your sin and if you rej ect Him, men from
every generation will rise to condemn you, in that day of judgement.
Now Jesus talks about exorcism.
When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walks through dry places, seeking rest, and finding none. He says, I will return to the
house from where I came out; and when he is come, he finds it empty, swept and garnished. Then he goes, and takes with himself seven
other spirits that are more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worst then the first.
Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation (Mat 12:43-45).
So Jesus is talking about the casting forth of evil spirits. It is certainly important that we not go around just seeking to expel evil spirits
because you can actually be harming a person rather then helping a person, by just casting forth evil spirits. If something doesn't move
into that vacuum, if something doesn't come in its place, the spirit will return finding the house all swept, clean. He'll go out and get seven
other spirits more wicked, and really, you've done a great disservice to the person.
I believe in the expelling force of the higher power. I believe the best way to drive out darkness is to turn on the light, not to go around
and flail at the darkness, scream at it, and yell at it, and try to drive it out, just turn on the light and the darkness automatically flees.
Light and darkness cannot co-exist. And when Jesus Christ comes into a person's life, when his heart and life is open to receive, then
whatever force of darkness may be there is expelled by the power of the stronger force, the expelling force of the stronger power and a
man is saved. He doesn't have to worry about a reoccurrence of the problem even in a worse degree. Better, that you bring the light to
men, better that you bring them Jesus Christ, that their hearts and lives might be filled with Him and with His love, and through His power
the forces of darkness will automatically be dispelled.
Now,
While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, and they desired to talk with him. Then someone said
to him, Behold, your mother and your brothers are outside, and they want to talk with you. And he answered and said unto the one that
had told him that, Who is my mother? and who are my brothers? And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and he said, Behold,
my mother and my brothers. For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, my sister, and my
mother (Mat 12:46-50).
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Now for those who are putting so much dependency upon the intercession of Mary, this scripture would give me a lot of problems. For
when they said, "Hey, your mother is outside, she wants to talk to you." He said, "Who is my mother?" I mean He didn't drop
everything and run and say, "Oh Mary, mother of God, blessed art thou among woman, blessed is the fruit of thy womb." He said, "Who
is my mother?" Nowhere in the scripture are we encouraged to seek Mary, to seek favors for us from her son. There is not one
indication or inkling in the scriptures that Mary can do you any good.
Jesus said, "Whatsoever you ask the Father in my name, I'll do it." He didn't say, whatever you ask Mary, I'll give special consideration
to, because every son gives special consideration to his mother. Nor did He say, you really shouldn't bother me, or talk to me about
these things, talk to my mother and she filters them out, she'll tell me what I need to know.
I would hate to be depending upon Mary, when Jesus took this attitude towards her while He was here on earth. "Who is my mother,
who is my brother?" and then looking around at His disciples He said, "hey, whoever does the will of God, they are my brothers, they
are my sister, they are my mother."
Now Jesus, as we get to the end of chapter thirteen, we discover had earthly brothers and sisters inasmuch as they were sons of Mary
and Joseph. Jesus of course was the Son of God. Mary being a virgin when the Holy Spirit came upon her and she conceived and bore
Jesus Christ. But the teaching of the perpetual virginity of Mary is not scripturally based; in fact it's contrary to the scripture. For verse
55, they said, "is not this the carpenter's son and His mother is called Mary, and His brothers, James, and Joseph and Simon, and
Judas, and his sisters, are they not with us?"
Now there is indication that those natural half-brothers of Jesus did not really believe on Him. You remember He said, "a prophet is not
without honor, except in his own country, and among his own family" (Mat 13:57). He knew what it was to have the personal rejection
of His family. And His brothers at one time, were going to rescue Him, they said, "He's gone crazy, he is beside Himself." And that's
talking about a person who has sort of a schizophrenia that he begins to talk to himself. And so you're beside yourself, you're holding
on a conversation with yourself.
Now it is true, that those who have a bond in Christ, those who are related by Jesus Christ, have a closer relationship then actual
brothers and sisters who are not bound in Christ. In other words, you will have a closer relationship to those in the family of God than
to those of your own family, if your own family is not also a part of the family of God. And many of you have no doubt experienced this.
Your accepting of Jesus Christ has created an alienation between some of the members of your own family, blood family. But you've
come into a new family, of which ties are deeper and greater, and the bond is tighter. And so with Jesus, His brothers, and all, not
believing in Him at that point, said, "who is my brother? Look, this fellow here, whoever does the will of God, the same is my mother
my sister, my brother.

(Through The Bible c 2000 Series; Chuck Smith; Bible commentaries,1979-1986)
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The first scripture is also recorded in Matthew 22:34-40. What Jesus gave as the first
commandment He quoted from Deut. 6:4-5; the second from Leviticus 19:18. Notice
that Jesus put God first, our neighbor second. The one most important thing in life is
our attitude toward God. Everything depends on that. Jesus is God incarnated. The
one thing that He wants is that we love Him more than we love even our own life. The
one last thing that Jesus wanted to know of Peter he asked him three times over—”Do
you love ME?” (John 21:15,16,17).
Some people may have a problem with that, especially if newly saved. We must love
God more than spouse, children, job…..because He is God. We should fear Him. He is
God. Today I hear so many people making awful remarks, even saying things like it is
a fairy tale. It is so sad, Than I think well we can pray for them, and God does give
them the right to go straight to hell, He gave us freewill. He does not force Himself on
anyone.
We have
God….the Father
God…..the Son
God….the Holy Spirit
God will not be mocked and all that is going on today, yes He will forgive if they repent. I don’t know about you but I can kind of think
how Noah must have felt in that day. There will come a judgment day and we will give account of even every word we have
spoken…...If people choose to be filthy and sinners, than they will pay the consequences. God does respect our choices. People know
they are sinning, they don’t want to be reminded of it, that is why they do not want us to speak of Jesus……
….and as Jesus taught in the temple, He said; How can the scribes say that the Christ is David’s Son? David himself, in the Holy Spirit
declared. The Lord said to my Lord; sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool under Your feet. (Psalm 110:1)The point
in the question is, How could a man call his own son Lord? Simple as the answer seems to us, it silenced them; also written in Matthew
22;41-46, Luke 20:41-44…...Jesus again warns beware of the scribes, who like to go around in long robes and [to get] greetings in the
market places. Have you met anyone like this today? I think it is all over today, people making a strong presence that they are more
holy than anyone, and that they are more highly favored, they make manmade laws and lead people astray.
There is a relationship between forgiveness and prayer. The people in this Chapter do everything to be seen, and for gain…….
The Widow’ Mites….This was just after His denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees. It was His last act in the Temple. He took time to
pay a tribute to the widow, who gave all she had. He left the Temple than, never again to enter.
The Widow gave out of her need, the others gave out of their greed. God doesn’t look at the amount we give, but as the cost t o us to
give to Him. The Widow gave in love, and in her need, she kept God first, loving Him first and she knew that God’s Word is true that He
would provide her need. For it is also written do not worry about what you will eat or drink. She is also a Widow, God is her
husbandman, and she has favor with God. Verse 40 talks of widows also, and what has been done to them, and they will receive the
heavier [sentence of ] condemnation. The Jewish people take that lit-erally they will usually ask a woman if she is a widow or not,
because of what the Bible says about Widows. The other people gave for show, to be seen. We see people like that today...but did you
know that what they have on earth, is all they will have, they already got what they will get they already have their reward….which will
be lost, and I am also referring to the fake prophets, believers today to, that heap up false treasurers, money, by unjust means, it will
fail them. They have false treasure, and have noth-ing stored up in heaven….they already have their reward, which is nothing…..
"This [is] the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.
Zech 4:6
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Omnipotent—
1. (a.) Unlimited in ability; all-powerful; al-mighty; as, the Being that can create worlds must be omnipotent.
2. (a.) Having unlimited power of a particular kind; as, omnipotent love.
Omnipresence—
Neither the noun "omnipresence" nor adjective "omnipresent" occurs in Scripture, but the idea that God is everywhere present is
throughout presupposed and sometimes explicitly formulated. God's omni-presence is closely related to His omnipotence and
omniscience: that He is everywhere enables Him to act every-where and to know all things, and, conversely, through omnipotent
action and omniscient knowledge He has access to all places and all secrets (compare Psalm 139). Thus conceived, the attribute is
but the correlate of the mono-theistic conception of God as the Infinite Creator, Preserver and Governor of the universe, immanent
in His works as well as transcendent above them.
Omniscience—
Scripture everywhere teaches the absolute universality of the divine knowledge. In the his-torical books, although there is no
abstract formula, and occasional anthropomorphic references to God' staking knowledge of things occur (Genesis 11:5;Genesis
18:21 Deuteronomy 8:3), none the less the principle is everywhere presupposed in what is related about God's cognizance of the
doings of man, about the hearing of prayer, the disclosing of the future (1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Samuel 23:9-12 1 Kings 8:39 2 Chronicles
16:9). Explicit affirmation of the principle is made in the Psalter, the Prophets, the chokhmah literature and in the New Testament.
This is due to the in-creased internalizing of religion, by which its hidden side, to which the divine omniscience corresponds, receives
greater emphasis (Job 26:6; Job 28:24; Job 34:22 Psalm 139:12; Psalm 147:4 Proverbs 15:3, 11Isaiah 40:26 Acts 1:24 Hebrews
4:13Revelation 2:23).

The Lord bless you and watch, guard, and keep you;
The Lord make His face to shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious to you;
The Lord lift up His {approving} countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.
Numbers 6:24-26

( Amplified Bible; Joyce Meyers; 2006; Faith Words; Scripture; Commentaries; pages 1399-1402)
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